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Abstract: Vocabulary is a very significant area in any language without which communication in the particular language is greatly 
challenging. Of course, when we acquire 3000 words and their meaning in any language, we can speak the particular language. With 
limited vocabulary, we may speak a language but when it comes to listening and assimilating the language, the problem arises as we 
cannot understand the speaker when he uses the pompous, prolix and verbose language. English with its rich stand most extensive 
vocabulary has become a language of Business, Trade &commerce, Tourism, Education and Science &Technology. Hence command 
over vocabulary of English language is crucial to have communicative competence. Vocabulary more than any other component of 
English language, lodge central position to understand it. It is very important for any learner to build up excellent and huge storage of 
vocabulary. 
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Introduction: Vocabulary is a very significant area in any language without which communication in the particular language is 
greatly challenging. “In the course of language learning, acquiring vocabulary, one of the fundamental communication tools opined by 
language learning theorists, is the most complex area” commented by Serkan Celika & Veli Toptasa – 2010.  Of course, when we 
acquire 3000 words and their meaning in any language, we can speak the particular language. With limited vocabulary, we may speak 
a language but when it comes to listening and assimilating the language, the problem arises as we cannot understand the speaker when 
he uses the pompous, prolix and verbose language. English with its rich stand most extensive vocabulary has become a language of 
Business, Trade &commerce, Tourism, Education and Science &Technology. Hence command over vocabulary of English language 
is crucial to have communicative competence. Vocabulary more than any other component of English language, lodge central position 
to understand it. It is very important for any learner to build up excellent and huge storage of vocabulary. If a learner stores adequate 
vocabulary in his mind, he can speak the language with communicative competence and it enhances the ability of reading 
comprehension. Hence vocabulary plays a vital role in a foreign language learning environment. Highlighting the significance of 
vocabulary learning Schmitt (2000) stresses that “lexical knowledge is crucial and central to communicative competence and to the 
acquisition of a second language”. Before going to discuss the components of English vocabulary, let us see the definitions of 
vocabulary.  
 

It is believed that vocabulary means the learner has to know the mere meanings of the words. Vocabulary really means that 
the learner has to know the Spelling, Pronunciation, Meaning and the Contextual Usage of the words or word items. ‘The learner has 
to know what a word sounds like (its pronunciation) and what it looks like (its spelling). Many people assume that meaning is more 
important than form: but remember that knowing a meaning is pretty useless without knowing the form it is attached to’ – (Penny Ur - 
2013). Vocabulary includes not just words but also their meaning, orthography, pronunciation, contextual usage and conjugation. 
They are the very essence of the process of learning a new language. Lewis (1993) added “lexis is the core or heart of language”.  
 
The Components of Vocabulary  
Connotation refers to the emotional suggestions or positive - negative associations of word that it implies. Words may have positive 
or negative connotations that depend upon the social, cultural and personal experiences of individuals. For example, the words 
childish, childlike and youthful have the same denotative but different connotative meanings. Childish and childlike have a negative 
connotation as they refer to immature behavior of a person. Whereas, youthful implies that a person is lively and energetic. The 
dictionary does not always specify connotations in its definitions but they may be understood from the context or collocations 
provided. This vocabulary strategy (Cunningham and Arthur, 1981) will help students identify unfamiliar terms and associate the 
term's meaning with its use in the context.  Students first determine what they think the words mean outside of the context. 
Denotation is the precise, literal meaning or expression of a word that it refers to or denotes in the real world. This is given in the 
dictionaries as definition. Sometimes a word may have many meanings. Most often these are metaphorical extensions of the meaning 
of the original word for example the word ‘foot’ (originally means the bottom of a mountain and it relates to human body). But some 
other time the word itself has multiple meanings for instance the word ‘mess’ (meaning a place ‘where people have meal’ and another 
meaning ‘confuse’) 
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Collocation: A sequence of two or more words that often work together to produce a meaningful meaning. It is a sub-type of 
phraseme and it usually a fixed expression that become established through repeated context-dependent use. It refers to the way words 
tend to co-occur with other words or expressions. – Pennu Ur (2013). For example, ‘voracious reader’ (hungry reader), ‘nuclear 
family’ (atomic family), ‘fast food’ (nice food), ‘cosmic energy’ (planetary energy), ‘tell the truth’ (say the truth) ‘strong tea’ 
(powerful tea) and some more instances - ‘ecological imbalance’, ‘high temperature’, ‘scenic view’, ‘essential commodities’, ‘curly 
hair’, ‘sound judgment’, ‘profound knowledge’, ‘foreign exchange’ etc… likewise ‘throw a ball’ but ‘toss a coin’ ‘a tall man’ but ‘a 
tall mountain’.  Collocations are often but not always shown in dictionaries under the head word.  
Appropriateness: The contextual usage or appropriateness of a word is very much significant in English vocabulary learning. Using 
appropriate vocabulary is a fundamental literacy skill that allows learners to communicate their feelings and thoughts. In order to 
know how to use a word or word item the learner needs to know about its appropriateness for use in a certain context. Read (2000) 
proposes that being proficient in L2 is not just a matter of knowing a lot of words or grammar rules but being able to use that 
knowledge effectively for various communicative purposes. For example, learners need to know the difference between ‘weep and 
cry’, which are virtually synonyms. But ‘cry’ is more formal and tends to be used in writing more than in speech.  
Spelling and Pronunciation: The range of vocabulary stretches to spelling and pronunciation. One is useful in written language and 
the other is useful is verbal communication. They should be neglected at any level. In English, spelling words is not an easy task. In 
fact, even native English speakers often find it difficult and fumble to spell words correctly. This is mainly because the pronunciation 
of many English words has changed over the last few hundred years. The spelling system, on the other hand, has stayed more or less 
the same. In English language system the way we pronounce is entirely different from the spelling we write. Hence learners need to 
concentrate on both the things equally well for better understanding of the language.  
Vocabulary Enriching Strategies: English vocabulary is complex, with three main aspects related to form, meaning, and use, as well 
as layers of meaning connected to the roots of individual words (Nation & Meara, 2010). When we follow some strategies to learn 
them, we can succeed.  

1. Memorizing Antonyms and synonyms: vocabulary is ceaseless in English language. Finding the corresponding meanings and 
comparable translation, synonyms and antonyms, by using dictionaries and repeating & memorizing words is one of the most 
commonly used vocabulary learning strategies. To enhance vocabulary, there are of some strategies, out of which learning 
‘Synonyms and Antonyms’ is one. Synonym - a word or phrase that means precisely or approximately the same as another 
word or phrase in the same language. Antonym means a word opposite in meaning to another in the same language. If you keep 
on reading only synonyms for a long time, they will not be well remembered. It is vice versa with Antonyms too. If you peruse 
them intermittently, they will be well remembered. For engineering students, to amass vocabulary, the important words are to 
be given in bold letters and their representative antonyms and synonyms are to be given at the end of every page of the text.  
 

2. Knowing Words often Confused: The study of words often confused or confusable words is very prerequisite for non-native 
speakers of English. They are treated as false cognates because they sound or are written so similarly that they are often 
confused. The words may be more confused in spoken language than in written language. English language has a lot of 
commonly confused words. They either are sound alike, spell alike, look alike and sound & spell alike but they have different 
meaning. On the other hand, some words look and sound different but are similar in meaning, and it’s hard to determine which 
the correct one in the given context is. They include…  

 
 Homophones: A word that is pronounced the same as another word but differs in meaning origins or spelling. For example: as 

the words “to, too, and two”. 
 Homonyms: A word that is spelled and pronounced alike another word but has a different meaning. For example ‘Pole and 

Pole’.  
 Homograph: Each of two or more words spelled the same but not necessarily pronounced the same and having different 

meanings and origins. For example: Digest - a condensed version of some information. Digest - to change food in the stomach 
into a form that can be absorbed by the bod 

 Paronyms: a word which is a derivative of another and has a related meaning. For example: ‘preface’ is a Paronym of Latin 
‘Prefatio’.  

 Hyponyms:a word of more specific meaning than a general or superordinate term applicable to it. For example, spoon is a 
hyponym of cutlery. 

 
3. Remembering Hyphenated words: As a part of vocabulary, we have to learn the hyphenated word, most of the English 

language learners are not aware of them. Hyphenated is defined as containing a punctuation mark that joins two parts of a word 
or two compound words. The hyphenated words may be compound adjectives, adverbs or nouns. When a compound adjective 
follows a noun, usually a hyphen is not required. However, some standard compound adjectives are always hyphenated. For 
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example: well-respected man, self-respected, part-time, well-being, get-together, eye-opener, two-faced, year-round, toll-free, 
color-blind, far-off, fifty-fifty, empty-handed, son-in-law, commander-in-chief, sugar-coated, six-pack, single-mindedness, 
willy-nilly, etc…  
 

4. Morphemes: To accumulate vocabulary, we need to develop basic linguistic knowledge over the language. Particularly, when 
we have a complete idea on morphemes, we can certainly enhance vocabulary with simple understanding. Morpheme is 
defined as a minimal unit of grammatical function of a language - Iggy Roca &Wyn Johnson (2001). The concept of 
morphemes includes prefix, infix, suffix, suprafix, simulfix, andcircumfix. 

 
 A prefix is a letter or a group of letters that appears at the beginning of a word and changes the word's original meaning. For 

example: semiannual, hemisphere, unicycle, asexual, illegal, immoral, counterweight, misdeed, disarm, bimonthly, invalid, 
irreverent, antipathy, forecast, postwar, hypodermic, etc…  
 

 A suffix is a letter or a group of letters that is usually added onto the end of words, to change the way a word fits into a 
sentence grammatically. For example: forgetful, government, ability, internship, sadness, behaviorism, kingdom, childish, 
endless, edible, preventable, etc… 

 An infix is a word element (a type of affix) that can be inserted within the base form of a word (rather than at its beginning or 
end) to create a new word or intensify meaning. Also called an integrated adjective 
 

 A circumfix or confix is an affix which has two parts, one placed at the start of a word, and the other at the end. Circumfixes 
contrast with prefixes, attached to the beginnings of words; suffixes, attached at the end; and infixes, inserted in the middle. 
Circumfixes are common in Malay and Georgian. 

 
5. Remembering Related Word Groups: It is one of the easiest methods to enhance our word power. In this process, we find a 

root or stem word and we extract the words related to it and identify the semantic differences of the words. For example  
IGNORE BEAUTY Walk  
Ignorance,  
Ignorable,  
Ignorant,  
Ignorantly,  
Ignoramus,  
Ignored,  
Ignorer and  
Ignoring. 

Beautiful, 
Beautifully, 
Beautify, 
Beautification, 
Beatifying  
Beautician 
Beauty parlor  
 

Walk 
Walker 
Walking  
Walking-stick  
Walkable  
Walkman  

 
1. Knowing Idioms: In every language in the world, idioms (word items) are used to express the nativity of the culture. When we 

use idiomatic expressions in our language, we can create a native taste in the minds of the listeners. They keep our mind 
stimulated and focused. Idiom is defined as ‘a group of words established by usage as having a meaning not deducible from 
those of the individual words’ (www.vocabulary.com). Idiomatic expressions facilitate your mind to shift from the reality of your 
situation to the abstract thought. Sometimes we feel that the idioms are the best way of expressing what we want to explain and 
they are better understood by the listeners. For example: Crocodile’s tears, beck and call, dog in the manager, etc…  
 

2. Memorizing Phrasal Verbs: They are also part of vocabulary. A phrasal verb is the combination of a standard verb such as 
make or put with one or two particles. In some cases the particle is an adverb such as away, together; in others it is a preposition 
such as through, in, etc… (http://esl.fis.edu/index.htm).  The meaning of the combination (Verb + particle) is often fairly 
different from the meaning of the original verb by itself. Phrasal verbs enhance the quality of our language. They are important 
because they are very common in informal English language, and unless we are aware of their meanings, understanding informal 
language will be a herculean task. 
 

3. Words in Different Parts of Speech: There are of certain words that behave differently in a sentence basing on their placement 
and practical usage. They mean differently in various contexts. As the part of the vocabulary learning strategy, the learner must 
know the word placement and its role in the sentence. For example:  
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S. No Word Parts of Speech Usage 
  

Better 

 Adjective 
 Adverb 
 Noun 
 Verb 

 This blanket is better than that. 
 She plays better than you. 
 One should respect one’s betters. 
 He has bettered his living conditions in the period of ten years  

  
Except 

 Verb 
 Preposition 
 Conjunction 

 If we except Mr. Rahul, all will be responsible. 
 All are passed, except Mr. Teja 
 I won’t let you pass, except if you clear the bills. 

  

Right 

 Verb 
 Adjective 
 Noun 
 Adverb 

 It is a grave mistake it will right itself. 
 She is the right candidate for the post 
 He demanded it as his right. 
 She is right behind you all the time.  

  

Still 

 Verb 
 Adjective 
 Noun 
 Adverb 

 They remained still. 
 Mr. Ravi stood still as he was scared of the dog. 
 His screams echoed in the still of the night. 
 They are still walking to reach their destination 

 
 

4. Reading: It’s stressed by the researchers that vocabulary development is a part and parcel to digest content intended, but it is 
too often ignored. The best method to flower our vocabulary is reading, especially intensive reading and loud reading. While 
we read, we have to pay close attention to words we don't know. Reading at every level, from primary education to higher 
education, is beneficiary to develop vocabulary. Reading aloud is widely accepted as a means of developing vocabulary 
(Newton, Padak, &Rasinski, 2008), particularly in young children (Biemiller&Boote, 2006). Wide reading is a powerful 
vehicle for vocabulary acquisition for older and more proficient readers (Stanovich, 1986). Most of the words in any language 
are learnt from contexts. We have to try to figure out their meanings from context while reading. Hence a voracious reader can 
improve vocabulary faster as he comes across the new words while reading. If the new words are repeated stereotyped, they 
will be imprinted in the mind for active using. While reading, sometimes we may not understand the meaning of the word so 
we must be habituated to look up words in the dictionary you don't know. The more words you're exposed to, the better 
vocabulary you’ll gain. Thorough Reading transfers the lexical information from short term memory to long term memory.  
 

5. PAVE Procedure: PAVE stands for the four parts of the procedure - prediction, association, verification, and evaluation. The 
PAVE Procedure (Bannon, Fisher, Pozzi, & Wessel, 1990) was developed to encourage students to check the dictionary 
definition against the context in which the word appeared.  It also helps us remember word meanings by associating the word 
with a visual image.  We should predict the meaning of the word based on the context clues, associate the word with a mental 
image, verify the word's meaning by consulting a dictionary, then evaluate the prediction we made.  While this procedure 
seems time-consuming, we report that it helps us remember the words better. 
 

6. List-Group-Label: List-Group-Label (Taba, 1967) is a vocabulary strategy where students are asked to generate a list of 
words, group them according to their similarities, and then label the group.  This would be a great companion activity for Alpha 
Boxes.  For example, if the teacher asked students to brainstorm a list of words they associate with hospital, the students might 
list doctor, nurse, medicine, bandage, prescription, medical store, druggist, ward, etc… This exercise enables us to practice and 
develop our vocabularies without being concerned with looking up definitions in the dictionary. We can do it even for self-
learning also. This is a kind of word association.  
 

7. Vocab games–Some teachers believe that language games to acquire vocabulary are time waste game. Language games are 
very much useful for ESL and EFL students. According to Nguyen ThiThanh and KhuatThithuNga (2003), students seemed to 
learn new vocabulary more quickly and retain it better when it was applied in a relaxed and comfortable environment such as 
while playing ESL games. Play Scrabble, Boggle, Charades, Pictionaryand do crossword puzzles. Try out the Franklin 
Electronic Dictionary that features built-in word games. Now there are many online games are available to enrich our 
vocabulary. Games in classroom provide a break from routine and monotonous classroom activities.  
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8. Vocabulary Apps: We can get downloaded some English vocabulary learning apps into our mobile and we can play them 
while we are free to get them. Apps like Pocket Verbal Ability, Power Vocab, GRE Apps, Bussu, Vocabulary Builder, etc… 
are available to enhance self-learning. Internet of dictionary apps is also handy to develop word power.  
 

9. Mnemonics: According  to  Solso  (1995),  mnemonics  are  techniques  or  devices, either  verbal  or  visual  in  nature, that  
serve to improve the storage of  new  information, and  the  recall  of  information  contained  in  memory. Mnemonics have 
been proven to be extremely effective in helping people remember things (Mastropieri& Scruggs, 1989; Bulgren, 
Schumaker&Deshler, 1994). For vocabulary learning, they are used to relate the word to some previously learnt information, 
using some form of imagery orgrouping (Mastropieri and Scruggs, 1991). Thompson (1987) similarly acknowledging the 
usefulness of mnemonic devices by stating that they can help learners learn faster and recall better by integration of new 
material into existing cognitive units and by providing retrieval cues. They are beneficial to all the levels of learning. 
Mnemonic devices are proved to be effective in all ages. They are, however, more useful for low level students because they 
are involved mostly in activities requiring them to remember and recall information (Levin, 1993). 
 

10. Practice: Learning a word will not help you very much if you forget it. Research shows that it takes from 10 to 20 repetitions 
to make a word part of your vocabulary. We have two types of memories – Active Memory and Passive Memory. If you come 
across a word, it will be stored in your passive memory. If you practice the same word twice or thrice, it will promptly be 
imprinted in your active memory. Once it is done, you can use the word both in spoken and in written as when you want it. 
Therefore, as soon as you learn a new word, practice it by using.  

 
Conclusion: Vocabulary is the central part in any language in the world without which we cannot understand the content of the 
particular language. Wilkins (1972) mentioned that “…while without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary 
nothing can be conveyed”. Without vocabulary, we can understand nothing of the language. Schmitt (2010) wrote, “Learners carry 
around dictionaries and not grammar books”. So, we cannot evaluate the importance of vocabulary in any language as it is like bricks 
of a building. When we put those strategies into practice, we can enrich our vocabulary successfully well.  
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