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ABSTRACT 
 Slums manifest deprivation that transcends income poverty. Slum dwellers in India are characterized by acute over-crowding, 
insanitary, unhealthy and dehumanizing living conditions.  The study examines the social conditions of women slum dwellers in the 
study area and the health status of the respondents in the study area.  The study further analyzes the association between social 
conditions of the respondents and their health status.  Exploratory research design and both primary and secondary data will be 
utilized for the study. For the purpose of this study, four identified slum inhabitations located in the   Vijayawada city were selected 
and women slum dwellers were selected as the sample respondents for the study.  Selective Random sampling technique was applied 
to draw the required sample from the identified study areas. Thus, the sample size of the study is 140 sample respondents comprising 
women slum inhabitants. Interview schedule method was applied for collecting the data from the sample respondents and the 
responses were recorded accordingly.  For drawing the inferences from the study statistical tools like percentages and Anova were 
applied. The study concludes that a major proportion of the respondents are suffering with frequent health problems and chronic 
diseases. The study further denotes that there exists a significant association between the social conditions of the respondents and their 
health status. 
  
Keywords:   Women Slum Dwellers, Social Conditions, Health Status. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Slums manifest deprivation that transcends income poverty. Slum dwellers in India are characterised by acute over-crowding, 
insanitary, unhealthy and dehumanising living conditions. They are subject to insecure land tenure, lack of access to basic minimum 
civic services such as safe drinking water, sanitation, storm drainage, solid waste management, internal and approach roads, street 
lighting, education and health care, and poor quality of shelter. 

 
The word “slum” is used to describe informal settlements within cities with inadequate housing and miserable living 

conditions. They are often overcrowded, with many people crammed into very small living spaces. Slums are not a new phenomenon 
as they have been a part of almost all cities, particularly during a time of urbanization and industrialization. Slums are generally the 
only type of settlement affordable and accessible to the poor in cities, where competition for land and profits is intense. The main 
reason for slum proliferation is rapid and non-inclusive patterns of urbanization catalyzed by increasing rural migration to urban areas. 

 
 Unhealthy living conditions result from a lack of basic services, with visible, open sewers, lack of pathways, uncontrolled 

dumping of waste, polluted environments, etc. their houses can be built on hazardous locations or land unsuitable for settlement, such 
as floodplains, in proximity to industrial plants with toxic emissions or waste disposal sites, and on the areas subject to a landslip. The 
settlement layout may be hazardous because of a lack of access ways and high densities of dilapidated structures. 

 
Slum dwellers in India regularly deals with problems such as lack of clean water, constant migration at slums, no sewage or 

waste disposal facilities, pollution, and unsanitary living conditions. High levels of pollution, lack of basic needs, and room-crowding 
are some of the basic characteristics of slum housing. People living in slums have many health issues seen in the rural poor (dangerous 
childbirth, malnutrition, infectious diseases) alongside increasing risk of diseases linked to cities. In this context, it is proposed by the 
researcher to carry out a research study on the health status of the women slum dwellers in the Vijayawada metropolitan area. 

 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Retnaraj D (2015) had concluded that drinking water facilities, latrine facilities and electric connections are inadequate 
among the slum dwellers in Kerala. Many studies present slum housing problems, environmental condition and slum upgrading 
related policy analysis. Among the many vulnerable sections in Kerala, one of the most neglected is the population in the urban slum. 
Very few studies related to socio economic conditions of urban slums in Kerala. Against this background the present study 
concentrates a detailed analysis of the socio economic conditions of slum. 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.07.133 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:7(7), July: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 
Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 2nd July 2022   

 Publication Date:10th August 2022 
Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
110 

 

Madhusoodhanan V (2017) had observed that about one third of the households did not have any household furniture and 
nearly one sixth of the households did not have facilities such as drinking water, electricity and toilet fittings. The study revealed that 
several deserving slum dwellers were denied the benefits of developmental schemes because they do not have pattayam to the land 
that they occupy, people who do not have pattayams are more vulnerable and marginalized than those who have benefited from 
governmental schemes, that is the relatively better-off sections manage to extra more benefits than those who are worse off. 

 
Gangadharan K (2018) had revealed that morbidity prevalence was inversely related to education and household size. The 

linkage of morbidity and occupation reveals that among employed group’s unskilled workers accounts for higher morbidity of 
infectious illness, whereas chronic disease is dominated among business class and white-collar workers. Among the unemployed 
groups also the morbidity of chronic illness was high both in the slum and urban areas were also found.  

 
Karn S.K, Shigeo Shikura and Harada Hideki (2020) had observed that the impact of poverty and environmental factors 

highly pronounced between slums and pavement Dwellers. The study revealed that income, literacy, sanitation and personal hygiene 
have had impact on the morbidity of the people. The study empirically proved the effect of socio-economic and the environmental 
factors affecting health status of urban poor. 

 
OBJECTIVES 

1. To study the social conditions of women slum dwellers in the study area 
2. To examine the health status of the respondents in the study area 
3. To analyze the association between social conditions of the respondents and their health status 
4. To suggest certain measures for improving the health conditions of the women slum dwellers in the study area 

 
NULL HYPOTHESIS 
Ho1: There exists no significant association between the social conditions of the respondents and their health status. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 The present study adopts exploratory research design and both primary and secondary data will be utilized for the study. For 
the purpose of this study, four identified slum inhabitations located in the   Vijayawada city were selected and women slum dwellers 
were selected as the sample respondents for the study.   
 
 Selective Random sampling technique was applied to draw the required sample from the identified study areas and 35 sample 
respondents were selected on random basis from each slum inhabitation from the identified four slum dwellings namely, Prakash 
Nagar, Rajiv Nagar, Khuddus Nagar and Vamby Colony from Vijayawada municipal corporation limits. 
  

Thus, from the identified four slum dwellings, 140 sample respondents were finalized for the study. Thus, the sample size of 
the study is 140 sample respondents comprising women slum inhabitants. Interview schedule method was applied for collecting the 
data from the sample respondents and the responses were recorded accordingly.  Statistical tools like percentages and Anova were 
applied to draw the inferences from the study.  

 
 DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
Table No.1: Age Details of the Respondents  

Age (In Years) Frequency Percentage 

Below 30 12 8.6 
30-40 44 31.4 
41-50 76 54.3 
Above 50 8 5.7 
Total 140 100 

Source: Primary Data 
 
 The table no .1 shows the age details of the respondents in the study area. It shows that majority of the respondents are in the 
age category of 41-50 years followed by the age category of 30-40 years.  
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Table No.2: Caste Details of the Respondents  
Caste Frequency Percentage 
Scheduled Caste 73 52.1 
Scheduled Tribe 32 22.9 
Backward Classes 19 13.6 
Other Castes 16 11.4 
Total 140 100 

Source: Primary Data 
 
 The table no.2 shows the caste details of the respondents in the study area. It shows that   majority of the respondents belong 
to scheduled caste followed by scheduled tribe and backward classes. It can be inferred that most of the scheduled tribe and scheduled 
caste population in the rural areas had migrated to urban slum areas in search of their livelihood and it shows that migration from the 
rural areas will increase the slum dwellings in the urban areas. 
 
Table No.3: Marital status of the Respondents  

Marital Status Frequency Percentage 
Married  117 83.6 
Unmarried 23 16.4 
Total 140 100 

Source: Primary Data 
 
 The table no.3 shows the   marital status of the respondents in the study area. It shows that majority of the respondents were 
married. It can be inferred from the study that the women slum dwellers in the study areas were well matured and aware of their social 
responsibilities and obligations in the society and they are aware of the economic needs of their families.  
Table No.4: Health status of the Respondents  

Health Status Frequency Percentage 
Frequently getting health 
problems 

81 57.9 

Occasionally getting 
health problems 

28 20.0 

Chronic health problems 22 15.7 
No health problems 9 6.4 
Total 140 100 

Source: Primary Data 
The table no.4 shows the health status of the respondents in the study area. It shows that    majority of the respondents are 

suffering with frequent health problems and it was observed that a sizable proportion of the respondents are suffering with chronic 
health problems in the study area.  
Table No.5: Health problems faced by the Respondents * 

Health Problems Frequency Percentage 
Respiratory track infections 31 22.1 

Bronchitis  / Asthma / Lung 
Problems  

87 62.1 

Cardiac problems 13 9.3 
ENT problems 76 54.3 
Urinary Track infections  72 51.4 
Diabetic problems 44 31.4 
Stress and Depression 109 77.9 
Skin and Fungal diseases 115 82.1 

Source: Primary Data    
* Multiple Responses 
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 The table no 5 shows the type health problems faced by the respondents in the study area.  It shows that majority of the 
respondents are suffering with skin and fungal diseases, bronchitis, Asthma, Lung problems, ENT problems, Urinary track infections 
and they are undergoing the stages of stress and depression.  
 

It can be inferred from the study that the prevalence of epidemic and endemic diseases among the slum dwellers in the urban 
areas may be due to heavy environmental pollution, drinking water pollution, sound pollution and lack of good sanitation and lack of 
sewage facilities in the slum habitations. 

 
Verification of Hypothesis-Ho1 
Ho1: There exists no significant association between the social conditions of the respondents and their health status. 
 Test applied: ANOVA 
 
Table No.6: Anova results for the association between social conditions and health status of the respondents  

Factors 
Sum of 
squares 

df 
Mean 
square 

F Sig. 

Health problems 
Between Groups 211.96 4 52.99 

5.82 0.000* Within Group 1925.1 135 14.26 
Total 2137.06 139  

Physical 
Impairment 

Between Groups 108.72 4 27.18 
2.33 0.382 Within Group 1568.7 135 11.62 

Total 1677.42 139  

Food 
Consumption 
patterns 

Between Groups 239.04 4 59.76 
3.94 0.004* Within Group 2047.95 135 15.17 

Total 2286.99 139  
Habit of 
Smoking, 
Drinking Alcohol 
and Chewing 
Tobacco 

Between Groups 112.76 4 28.19 

4.42 0.002* 
Within Group 861.3 135 6.38 

Total 974.06 139  

Source: Computed    *0.05 level of significance 
 

The table no.6 shows the association between social conditions and health status of the respondent slum dwellers in the study 
area.  It shows that the factor ‘physical impairment’ by the women slum dwellers is not significant at 0.05 level of significance and 
hence it can be inferred from the study that the factors of health problems, food consumption patterns, habit of smoking, drinking 
alcohol and chewing tobacco are statistically significant.  Hence, the proposed null hypothesis (Ho1) stands rejected and it can be 
inferred that there is a significant association between the social conditions of the respondents and their health status. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
 The present study examines the social conditions and health status of the women slum dwellers in the identified study areas.  
The study shows that majority of the respondents are at their prime age   and   a major proportion of the respondents were married.  
 

The study further shows that a major chunk of the respondents is suffering with frequent health problems and chronic 
diseases. The study further denotes that there exists a significant association between the social conditions of the respondents and their 
health status. 
 
 The concerned health department authorities shall take the necessary steps for the provision of regular health checkups for the 
women slum dwellers and the necessary medicines and vaccinations are to be supplied for free of cost.  The government authorities 
shall establish public health dispensaries for carrying out better health supervision campaigns.  
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The NGOs shall take more responsive role in creating more awareness among the women slum dwellers with regard to their 
health and hygiene. The concerned municipal authorities shall take precautionary steps for the supply of pure drinking water supply to 
the slum habitations and they shall effectively supervise the functioning of sanitation and sewage systems in the slum areas. 
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