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ABSTRACT 

The Russia-Ukraine War is drastically changing the power dynamics of the contemporary world. India and Russia have been 
friends for a long time and this friendship has now been put to test when Russia launched an offensive against Ukraine. Russia is the 
largest exporter of defence goods and this trade could be put in jeopardy in the wake of the ongoing conflict. India’s neutral stand in 
the UNGA has not garnered any appreciation from either side of the world. India’s relationship with the US had also started becoming 
strong recently and this incident could disrupt the blossoming friendship between the two. It is not surprising that the US is severely 
critical of Russia for its act of aggression and also because of the historical ideological divide between the two. India, an emerging 
superpower is at crossroads because on one side it is dependent on Russia for the supply of arms to counter Pakistan and China who 
never miss a chance to inflict scars on her, and on the other side, it also has to maintain cordial relations with the US who believes that 
India should have been vocal about its condemnation of Russia’s actions. However, India as a sovereign state is autonomous to choose 
to align or not align with any other state. It has the right to decide its own foreign policy solely based on its national interests to 
continue to remain an effective player in the diplomacy game. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The international environment is changing, with new opportunities and challenges. The world has moved forward from where 
it was 50 years ago. New technologies and innovations in the fields of science, medicine, defense and trade have opened up new 
avenues for countries to interact with each other in the global economy. However, in the era of globalization, the increased 
interdependence among nations for procurance of a wide range of commodities and services has made each country vulnerable to the 
developments taking place not only within the boundaries of its trading partners but also acts committed by them outside their 
territorial borders. India, a third-world country is also developing at a fast pace and is expected to become a superpower by 2050. Its 
economic growth has changed international perceptions about it as a trade and investment partner. Its developmental needs remain 
formidable and governments have to satisfy rising public expectations. On many global issues, whether related to climate change, 
clean energy, trade and investment issues, India’s role has become more prominent. Its foreign policy has to be aligned to these new 
realities, and a new balance in international relations has to be forged in a way that its interests are optimally advanced.  

 
UKRAINE- RUSSIA CONFLICT 

On February 24, 2022, an incident shook the world. Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia launched a “special military 
operation” against Ukraine. He unleashed what is considered to be the biggest war in Europe after 1945 with the justification that 
modern, Western leading Ukraine was a constant threat and Russia could not feel “safe, develop and exist.” Likewise, the annexation 
of the Crimean Peninsula was also justified on the grounds that it was indigenously part of the Soviet Republic, and hence, should be 
“liberated” from Ukrainian control for the betterment of its residents. In a similar fashion, the Donbas region of Ukraine has been 
under constant siege by the Russian forces who intend to “liberate” it from “militarization and Nazification”. The ongoing conflict has 
already claimed thousands of lives including women, older persons, persons with disabilities and children. The United Nations 
General Assembly has strongly condemned Russia’s aggression against Ukraine and voted to demand that Russia stop its offensive 
and immediately withdraw all troops. The vote saw 141 states in favour of the motion, 5 against and 35 abstentions. It also expressed 
grave concern at the deteriorating humanitarian situation in and around Ukraine, with an increasing number of internally displaced 
persons and refugees in need of humanitarian assistance. The UNGA has also suspended Russia from the Human Rights Council. The 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has stated that the entire global economy would face slower growth and faster inflation as both 
Ukraine and Russia are major commodity producers, and disruptions there have resulted in soaring global prices, especially that of oil 
and natural gas. With both of them jointly exporting 30% of global wheat, food prices too, have soared. All this has led to major 
ramifications for the global economy which still has not recovered from the blow of the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
INDIA’S STANCE ON THE CONFLICT 

India has chosen not to take sides and has opted for a neutral stand on the ongoing issue. India has abstained from voting as 
many as 11 times be it in the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), United Nations Security Council (UNSC), United Nations 
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Human Rights Council (UNHRC) or the International Atomic Energy Agency. New Delhi has called for a cessation of hostilities and 
the differences to be resolved through diplomacy and dialogue. It has also invoked the UN Charter’s cardinal principle of respect for 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of nations as a very indirect criticism of the Russian invasion. It has also sent humanitarian aid 
worth 90 tonnes to Ukraine and expressed indignancy at the civilian killings in Bucha, supporting the call for an independent probe 
into the incident by the UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres. Ramnath Kovind, India’s President has said that “India’s position on 
the ongoing conflict in Ukraine has been steadfast and consistent” and being neutral was the most suitable option to choose as New 
Delhi is not at war. 

 
The External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar has said that India’s foreign policy decisions are made in line with national 

interests, and the country is “guided by our thinking, our views, our interests.” He even mentioned that the Indian Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi had spoken to Putin three times and two times to the Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelenskyy to try to persuade 
them in a series of dialogues and discussions. India has so far refrained from publicly criticizing Russia’s actions because of its long-
time friendship with it. India has been under constant pressure from the US to take a more forceful position against Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and cease or curtail trading relations, especially energy imports. Though when asked whether the Ukrainian Crisis has 
strained the India-US Bilateral relationship, the US stated that it understands India’s special military relationship with Russia, and is 
reluctant to impose sanctions for the importation of its portable S-400 surface-to-air missile systems. The reason for this subtle stand is 
that India’s criticality as a US partner in the Indian Ocean and Asia- Pacific region, bilaterally, and as a member of the Quad has great 
significance. India is seen as the only large military power that can be seen as a counter to Chinese ambitions. The offensives in 
Vietnam and Korea have not yet been forgotten, and the recent involvements in Iraq and Afghanistan have been inconclusive. In the 
light of the current geopolitical situation, India has viewed and balanced its interests to suit its present and future needs in a way that 
does not strain its relationship with any country nor does it put it at a disadvantage in the global sphere.  

 
INDIA’S RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA 

India’s ties with Russia are based on trust, strong bonds of friendship that have stood the test of time, geopolitical 
understanding, a sense of reliability, shared views on the conduct of international relations based on respect for sovereignty, non-
interference in the internal affairs of countries, multilateralism and the like. The Modi government, as the governments before, 
understands this vital relationship regardless of the irritants that crop up occasionally because of Russia’s hard-headed pursuit of its 
own interests that emphasize commercial advantage over any nostalgia of the past.  

 
Defence remains the most important pillar of India’s relationship with Russia. India, with Russia’s cooperation, has achieved 

capacity building in strategic areas through acquisitions and the development of weapons. The relationship is evolving from the 
traditional buyer-seller one to that of joint production and development, with an emphasis on technology sharing. Russia is committed 
to becoming a partner in the ‘Make in India’ programme. According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, between 
2017-2020, Russia’s share of India’s defence imports was 46% and India received 28% of Russia’s defence exports. However, the 
current situation can complicate India’s relationship with Russia because even in the absence of sanctions, Russia will divert arms 
from export to the Ukraine war, making it harder for India to procure Russian equipment. In order to make up for the shortages, Russia 
has been reportedly asking China for military equipment. A major concern that lies ahead of India is that if Russia’s military supplies 
and technology transfers to India were halted without matching supplies from the West, the putative coalition to balance China will be 
put in jeopardy.  

 
Trade between the two countries is an area which has been identified for special focus by both the countries. It constitutes a 

glaring weakness in our bilateral ties. At $10 billion, trade between India and Russia is unconscionably low. This means that large 
sectors of our economy and entrepreneurs, especially in the modern sectors of our economy, are not sufficiently connected with 
Russia. Realising this, the leaders of both nations have set a target of raising the trade turnover to $ 30 billion in 2025. In 2016, during 
the summit meeting, Putin listed high technology, innovation, energy, aircraft building, pharmaceuticals and diamonds as promising 
areas for India-Russia cooperation. A Free Trade Agreement between India and the Eurasian Economic Union has been under 
discussion. With the breakdown of Russia-Turkey relations after the downing of the Russian bomber over Syria, on which Modi 
expressed the full sympathy of the Indian people, the positive outcome of discussions between the phytosanitary and veterinary 
authorities of both the countries to finalize mutual market access for agricultural and processed food products, including dairy 
products, was welcomed. Russia is very keen to source from India products it was importing from Turkey, and the summit document 
recognised this as a new and promising area for development and diversification of bilateral trade. India, Russia and other 
neighbouring countries are engaged in efforts to operationalise the International North-South Transport Corridor which promises to 
propel connectivity and trade relations between the two countries. Works are also being done to create a ’Green Corridor’ to ease 
customs and trade formalities. Indian and Russian companies have also been cooperating in oil and gas exploration in Vietnam. 
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Russia is an indispensable partner in the sphere of nuclear energy and recognizes India as a responsible country with 

advanced nuclear technology with an impeccable non-proliferation record. After the Paris Agreement on Climate Change India 
considers nuclear energy as an important source of energy to meet its energy and climate change obligations. This has brought both 
the countries together in a mutually beneficial relationship.  

 
India and Russia have strong cultural ties, which are an important contribution to the strong and robust relations between the 

countries. Historical linkages have contributed to creating goodwill between the nations. The number of Indian tourists to Russia and 
Russian tourists to India has shown a significant increase in the last two years. The two countries are taking steps to facilitate easier 
access to each other’s citizens. They have agreed to renew their Cultural Exchange Programme. As the Prime Minister of India, Modi 
remarked, in India, every child knows that Russia is our country’s greatest friend and has always stood with us during the toughest 
moments.  

 
In the international arena, both countries have similar positions and coordinate their actions. They cooperate closely within 

the United Nations, BRICS and G-20 groupings as well as in the various structures in the Asia Pacific Region such as ASEAN and 
East Asia Summit Forum. Russia supported India’s membership to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), and India was 
admitted as a full member in 2017. Russia also supports India’s permanent membership of the United Nations Security Council. On 
Syria and Afghanistan, both countries have called for resolute action to bring about a lasting and peaceful solution and defeat the 
forces of terrorism. Cyber security, preventing the weaponization of outer space and prevention of weapons of mass destruction are 
some other global challenges on which both nations cooperate.  

 
CONCLUSION 

However, even the best of friendships can fail when put to test as goes the saying, “A friend in need is a friend indeed.” The 
current conflict has put to test this ‘lifelong’ friendship between Russia and India. India’s offer to mediate and secure a peaceful 
resolution received American and Ukrainian support, but not Russia’s which maintained control over the narrative. In welcoming 
India’s stand Moscow merely made a statement. India attaches great importance to its ties to Russia, but is this mutual? India is deeply 
torn between how to appease its allies in different parts of the world. On one hand, it does not want to antagonize the US, a long-time 
partner with which it has multifaceted and deepening ties. On the other, ongoing tensions between Pakistan and China require India to 
preserve its relationship with Moscow, which is one of New Delhi’s leading suppliers of defence equipment. Some scholars have 
criticised India’s neutral stand on the issue by saying that it is just a replica of what Jawaharlal Nehru’s policy of non-alignment was. 
That policy worked in 1959 because of the newly established world order, but in today’s times where international relations play an 
undeniably predominant role in shaping a country’s future, this would not be much appreciated as this could possibly lead to the 
isolation of the country. Nonetheless, India has been a role model for a harmonious and mutually beneficial partnership and strong 
friendship between states and will continue to do so.   
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