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Abstract 

The Madigas are the largest community considered untouchables in South India. They ate the meat of the animals they skin 
as their primary food and led lives without any sense of cleanliness, scarcely clothed, tall, dark, and well-built. Madigas marriage is 
different when compared to Madigas do not entertain marriage with the same gothras. Among the Madigas in Telangana, the practice 
of son-in-law staying with his wife’s family is commonly seen. This practice is known as Illarikam, The marriage rituals among the 
Madigas are almost uniform. The priest then sacrifices a goat in honour of Goddess Ellamma or Pochamma. The marriage party then 
leaves for the groom’s village. On arrival they are Welcomed to the village by the community elders and Muttayiduvas. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Madigas are the largest Telugu speaking community considered untouchables in Telangana State. They lived on the 
outskirts of the village on the eastern side and close to the water bodies. They cleansed animal skins and then prepared gardening 
equipment with them. They ate the meat of the animals they skin as their primary food and led lives without any sense of cleanliness. 
Scarcely clothed, tall, dark, and well-built, they consumed the locally available liquor and smoked and led a carefree life. Besides 
pursuing their occupation of tanning the animal hide, they played drums (Dappu) during both auspicious and inauspicious occasions in 
the households of the village and were also engaged as bonded-labour and agricultural labouri. 

 
As stated, there is a staunch dispute between Madigas and Malas for their superiority. Malas are very jealous of the chucklers 

(Madiga) carrying the bride and bridegroom though the streets, using twinkling ornaments etc. Madigas belong to the left-hand caste, 
often quarrel with the Malas the right-hand caste. During the celebration of village festivals, an unmarried Madiga women, called the 
occasion (a favourite deity) abuses and spits upon the people assembled, and they do not take this as an insult, because they think that 
the spittle removes the pollution. The women designated as “Matangi’’ is indeed, regarded as the incarnation of the goddess herself. 
Similarly, the Malas use very (obscure) language when the God is taken in procession to the streets of the caste people. 

 
MARRIAGE RITUALS 

The system of marriage is different when compared to Madigas do not entertain marriage with the same gothras and also 
marriages will be celebrated at early stage and gradually do not encourage late marriage by offering “oli’ (varakatnam) by the 
bride.The Madigas do not marry people outside their community. Most of these are cross-cousin marriages, i.e., the boy marrying his 
maternal uncle’s daughter or paternal aunt’s daughter. In some cases, the boy marries his sister’s daughter (neice), which of course, is 
not so predominant in the Telangana region, but is practiced in Andhra and surrounding areas. Among the Madigas in Telangana, the 
practice of son-in-law staying with his wife’s family is commonly seen. This practice is known as Illarikam, wherein if a family has all 
daughters and no sons at all, either the elder daughter or youger daughter’s husband lives with the parents. Most of these again are 
cross-cousin marriages. Vetti being predominant in Telangana, the Madigas resort to the practice of Illarikam to escape from the 
clutches of Vetti. The son-in-law who comes over to live with his wife’s parents is given a share in the property – house, agriculture 
lands, and Inam lands along with a part of the Vetti, thus the in-laws seek relief from the labourii. If a Madiga girl or boy has to get 
married to somebody outside the community – the individual coming into the community will have to arrange for a feast. After the 
feast, the host’s uvula is burnt with a betel leaf before welcoming him or her into the community. Child marriages and polygamy are 
practiced among the Madigasiii. If a woman predeceases her husband, the man is allowed to marry the woman’s sister or her relative. 
In most cases, the second wife is either a widow or is deserted by her husband. The marriage rituals among the Madigas are almost 
uniform. 

 
After the groom’s father upon selecting a suitable bride, the elders approach the girl’s parents and seek the alliance. It is a 

tradition for the groom’s family visit the bride’s place to fix the alliance. If it is agreeable to the bride’s parents, the elders on the 
groom’s side offer a token amount confirming Nischitartham (the alliance). After the event, the bride is accompanied by some 
Muttayiduvas to the shrine of community deity – Ellamma – where they offer obeisance to the deityiv. Then, an old woman decorates 
the bride’s neck with a cord to which a piece of leather is attached. This signifies that the girl is betrothed, and will soon get married. 
After the Nischitartham event, the groom’s parents and relatives go in a procession over to the bride’s place and offer the wedding 
saree to the bride. To celebrate the betrothal, the bride’s father offers toddy (wine of palm leaf) and arrack to the groom’s party and 
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others in the community. He then hosts a feast serving beef to all present. The expenses, however, are shared by the parents of bride 
and groom, where the latter bears double the share of the former. After the feast, the priest – Madiga Jangam, or in his absence, 
Baindla decides the auspicious date for the marriage and prepares the wedding invitation. 

 
The priest then sacrifices a goat in honour of Goddess Ellamma or Pochamma. He then collects the sacrificial blood into an 

earthen pot, toddy and arrack in another, and offers them along with delicacies in oblation to the deity. The meat of the sacrificed 
animal is cooked and all those present at the shrine consume it as a holy offering. On the auspicious day fixed for the wedding, the 
bride’s parents offer a Feast with beef for the people of the community and the invitees. After the feast, the priest sprinkles water 
mixed with turmeric and applies the same on the Forehead and then applies vermillion, thus preparing the bride for the marriage. 

 
The marriage party then leaves for the groom’s village. On arrival they are Welcomed to the village by the community elders 

and Muttayiduvas. This is known as Edurkolu. They are then provided temporary lodging and food. It is at this temporary lodging that 
a pandal is erected over which palm leaves are spread. Under the pandal four water-filled pots are placed on all four sides, which are 
then connected with seven strands of thread. The bride is then made sit within the area circumscribed by the potsv. The Muttayiduvas 
apply oil to her body, toenails are cut and, then she is given a bath. After the bath, she wears the wedding attire. She is then carried to 
the wedding pandal in a basket made of bamboo slats. The bride’s maternal uncle, who had initiated the bathing ritual, plants a Jammi 
or a banyan branch and pays obeisance to itvi. 
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