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Abstract 

The violent conflicts between nomadic pastoralist and sedentary farmer communities in Nigeria cause thousands of lives and 
economic losses. The conflict has escalated in recent years as conflicting parties have easier access to arms and communication 
devices. The old, traditional negotiation mechanisms between the groups have mostly collapsed, therefore the ones who have better 
equipment try to get what they want without talking to other parties. The main reason of the conflict is basically the scarcity of 
resources; however, the scarcity did not appear suddenly in the region and it is also a result of several other factors which will be 
examined below such as inefficient state mechanisms, late effects of colonialism, climate change, increasing armament of non-state 
groups etc.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Internally displaced people and refugees share many commonalities, in that their movement is forced. Like refugees, they 
have been uprooted from their homes, livelihoods and social networks. The experience of displacement is one of rupture and loss. 
Unlike refugees however, Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) have not crossed an international border and therefore do not engage 
any rights or protections under the Refugees Convention. However difficult these rights may be for refugees to realise, IDPs have no 
treaty explicitly covering their rights, and no international body with a legal mandate to ensure their well-being. Internally displaced 
people typically are not “seen [by their governments] as citizens who merit protection and humanitarian assistance”, but are more 
commonly seen “as part of the enemy, if not the enemy itself. Therefore, they are neglected and perhaps even persecuted” (Deng 
2001, 145). Responses by the international community are constrained by the sovereign right of the state to determine access to IDPs. 
The conflict between the two groups competing for scarce natural resource particularly between settled farmers and the nomadic 
pastoralists who lived harmoniously with one another for centuries where exchange commodities ranging gift giving to economic 
benefits are now diminishing culminating from small skirmishes to a larger conflict has led people to flee their original habitants near 
the shore of Lake Chad Basin to a safer place in either of the two or more neighboring countries such as Niger, Cameroon and Chad 
respectively. 

 
The reoccurring incident worldwide in the region and beyond (aggrieved Millions of people) forcibly displaced from their 

homes by violent conflict each year. Research has focused on the effects of displacement on the migrants themselves. However, forced 
migration usually entails large population inflows to host communities that may be unprepared to receive them. Sudan, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, Turkey, and Uganda have become common case studies for new research that explores the impacts of forced migration on 
recipient countries. Yet the effects of forced displacement on host communities within migrants’ countries of origin have somehow 
been neglected. Not only are internally displaced persons (IDPs) quantitatively important, but their effects on host communities might 
be larger. IDPs integrate with the recipient population. While they might bring in new resources (such as cheap labor), they might also 
compete for existing resources. More generally, understanding the effects of IDPs on host communities is a first step toward creating 
rational political responses from local and central governments. 
 

The study was conducted in considering three local government areas namely Abadam, Kukawa and Monguno where each of 
them located linearly by virtue of geographical location along the shore of Lake Chad Basin, Nigeria that prompted the researcher to 
developed interest in the fertile region. The new sect of so-called religious organization that preach   Islamic Sharia which has been 
denounced by the Nigerian government as a terrorist group has spread all over the region to establish their territory which hampered 
agricultural and nomadic activities very very difficult for the common man. To assess the socio-cultural and economic impacts on the 
persistence conflict and recent Boko Haram upheaval., Specifically, to examining the socio cultural situation of the displaced people 
after their displacement and assessing the economic consequences of displacement on the livelihoods of the displaced people.  

 
Conflict Parties and Actors 

The ongoing violent conflict between herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria has several parties and actors. Until last twenty years, 
the disagreements between herder and farming communities used to be solved by negotiations and usually the heads of villages and 
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herder communities agreed on simple solutions such as a herder must compensate the damage in a farm if he couldn’t control his 
animals and prevent them damaging the growing crops. The dialogue between two communities was not happening only after a bad 
incident. Instead, during the dry season if herders would like to use some laid fallow farms as grazing land, they would ask for 
permission from the land owner before using it (Olaniyan & Yahaya, 2016). 

 
More than 90% of nomadic herdsmen in northern Nigeria are ethnic Fulanis and the majority of the Fulanis are Muslims. 

(International Crisis Group, 2017). This ethnic group is originally migrated from Arabic peninsula and today they are living in not just 
Nigeria but in several countries in West and Central Africa (Genyi, 2017). They are involved as a main conflict party in disagreements 
with farmers because of their high numbers in animal husbandry (Olaniyan & Yahaya, 2016). Some of the nomadic pastoralist 
migrated along with their animals and are the most dangerous because of their mobility. Their aim is to get greener pasture not 
spending much time in one location that makes them prone to involve in conflict activites 

 
The migration of Muslim Fulanis to south is considered by some Christian groups as an attempt to “Islamize the south”. 

There is also a huge risk that if an ethnic clash occurs between all Fulanis and other many ethnic groups in Nigeria, Fulanis could get 
support from other Fulani communities in neighboring states (Niger,Chad and Cameroon) by inviting them with an oath of allegiance 
to the tribe called Dongol Fullo and the ethnic problems might enhance incredibly in the West and Central Africa regions 
(International Crisis Group, 2017). 

 
In the central parts of the country, Fulanis have settled and integrated with the Hausas, and today they are called Hausa-

Fulanis. This group is also mostly Muslim, however, Hausa-Fulanis are more literate and politically active compared to nomadic 
Fulanis (Maiangwa, 2017). In the south, Christianity is the dominant religion among many ethnic groups such as Beroms. For 
instance, in Plateau state, the conflict between farmers and herders has ethnic and religious dimensions on top of the grazing disputes. 
Christian Beroms and Muslim Fulanis contravene about indigenousness and ownership of the land (Okeke, 2014). 

 
Theoretical debates on farmer-herder conflict 

The explanatory insights presented by different scholars formed the theoretical foundation for this research in explaining the 
nature of the conflict in Along the Lake Chad Region. 

 
The social capital theory 

The social capital theory has so many variations, and such, has been used by authors differently depending on the context. In 
this study, social capital refers to a network of people, which enables an individual or a group of people to achieve certain benefits and 
engage in actions which would otherwise be impossible. By adopting Pierre Bourdieu’s analysis (1986), social capital is a person’s or 
a group’s aggregate resources linked to a collective network of more or less institutionalised relationships. The network emphasizes 
the social structure in which the individuals operate. This includes the characteristics, the position, and the potential benefits available 
to the individuals within the networks (Burt 2000; Granovetter 2005; Lin 2008; Sabatini 2006; Sciarrone 2002). In this sense, the 
network is sustained as the group provides each of its members with the backing of the collectively owned capital. This capital can be 
both material and symbolic. As such, the basis of the solidarity is the profits, which members accrue from being in the group 
(Bourdieu, 1986). 

 
This study is based on the premise that, the network between the Fulani herdsmen and the “big men” makes the herdsmen 

stay in Along the Basin of Lake Chad more comfortable, and protects them from the local community and national level mitigations. 
The social capital, therefore, was employed in explaining the factors behind the migration of the Fulani nomads in the region, and the 
failure of the Bulamas, Lawans and Ajas been the local community leaders and and sa well national level response in mitigating the 
crisis. 

 
Environmental scarcity and eco-survivalism theories of conflict 

In the study of environment, scarcity and violence, Homer-Dixon (1999, p.133) asserts that large populations in many 
developing countries are highly dependent on four key environmental resources that are fundamental to their livelihood: fresh water, 
cropland, forests and fish. Scarcity or shrinking of these resources as a result of misuse, over-use or degradation, population growth, 
climate change and resource access lead to competition over the scarce ecological resources among groups, and may under certain 
circumstances trigger off conflicts. In this perspective, resource scarcity is the product of an insufficient supply, too much demand or 
an unequal distribution of a resource due to political, economic, social and environmental factors. These forces some groups of a 
society into conditions of deprivation, competition and violence over the limited resources. 
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By applying the theory to Chad Basin, the conflict has been driven by the scarcity of land, and competition between the 
farmers and the Fulani herdsmen to ensure their viability in the area. The scarcity of land is due to the degradation and shrinking 
ecological space, human and cattle population explosion, and resource depletion. Therefore, the farmers need the land for cultivation, 
while the herdsmen need the land for grazing and rearing of cattle. 

 
As noted by Hendrickson (1997, p. 8), resource-related conflicts in Africa are driven by the scarcity7 of natural resources. 

Blench (1996, p. 1) argued that in semi-arid sub-Saharan Africa, areas where resources are short and populations live on the edge, 
minor deficits in rainfall, land use or pasture generate major conflict. 

 
The debate by the various scholars indicates clearly that, resource scarcity plays and underpins farmer-herder conflicts in 

Africa, of which habitants of the Lake Chad region is not an exception. Besides the competition and struggle over land, the activities 
of both have resulted in environmental degradation with adverse effect on humans, social, economic and security in the region. 

 
Resource Scarcity and Eco-Survivalism 

The nature of the conflict in the Lake Chad region is a resource conflict arising out of land use and competition between the 
farmers and the Fulani herdsmen. This reflects the environmental or resource scarcity and eco-survivalism (Homer-Dixon, 1999; 
Okoli, 2013) that underpin this study. There is a clash of goals or interest concerning the use of land in the region between the farmers 
and the Fulani herdsmen. Finally, an encroachment of farming lands by the Fulani herdsmen and their cattle. The question is why land 
scarcity and encroachment. 

 
The scarcity of land is due to an increase in human and cattle population, commercialization of agriculture, and the influx of 

alien herdsmen, however, the main factor is concession/leasing of lands to businessmen and investors. According to the report 
recommendations of forestry “it charges the Forestry Officers to be proactive in the management of forest reserves, and cautioned the 
chiefs (Bulamas, Lawans and Ajas) and the elders over indiscriminate purported sale or lease of lands”. However, this practice is on 
the increase, leading to land scarcity and competition for survival between the two groups, thereby resulting in the conflict. Many of 
the farmers have had their farms and lands leased or sold to investors and businessmen through concessions or lease rendering them 
landless. Furthermore, the human population has increased with majority into commercial farming. This has led to high demand of 
land for farming. In addition, cattle population has increased tremendously especially in the dry seasons as many nomads migrate to 
the area to seek refuge for their animals. This has become a norm due to the leasing of the farmlands to the cattle owners through the 
indenture by the chiefs. These factors have resulted in land scarcity in the study area as the farmers need the land for farming, while 
the Fulani herdsmen want the land for grazing and rearing of their cattle. 

 
In connection, is the encroachment by the Fulani herdsmen and their cattle which often leads to competition and the conflict. 

Due to the increase of cattle population and the pastoral system, the cattle are always moving from one area to another, thereby 
straying into farms and causing damages to crops. This is because, farming is now everywhere, deep into the hinterland, where the 
cattle are mostly reared. Therefore, the farmlands are being encroached by the Fulani herdsmen and cattle, hence narrowing farming 
space, which makes destruction inevitable, thereby causing the conflict. Therefore, the concession of farmlands to investors, the 
leasing of lands to the cattle owners, increase in human population, and clash of goals between the farmers and the herdsmen have 
created land scarcity and competition resulting in the conflict. The beginning of indenture and the analysis of the findings in this study 
deduces and describes the situation as a resource scarcity and eco-survivalism conflict. The study, therefore, partly attribute this 
situation to the leasing of farmlands to the cattle owners by the chiefs, who are then partly to be blamed for the conflict. 

 
Land ownership and tenure 

In view of the land scarcity is important to explain the land ownership and various forms of arrangement in securing land in 
the Area. All lands can be grouped into government lands (forest reserve) and stool lands (farmlands). The government lands are 
managed by the Forestry Commission. The stool lands are vested in the paramount chief, with various families and family heads being 
caretakers. The family members then share among the lines for the individual use and ownership. Therefore, land ownership for the 
stool lands takes the form of communal, family and individual possessions. Apart from these, there are land tenure arrangements for 
(foreigners, settlers, migrants) who do not belong to the families. 

 
The study identified various ways in securing land. In this study, the arrangements are grouped into five (5) main headings: 

1. Lease or concession 
2.  Sharing agreement 
3.  Land hiring 
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4.  Land purchase/buying 
5.  Forestry arrangement/contracts 
 
1. Lease or concession 

Leasing of farmlands to businessmen to undertake an economic activity is very common in the region. The lease is granted 
for a period, with accompanied payment depending on the terms of the agreement. Typical examples are the indenture by the chiefs 
and the cattle owners which was granted for fifty (50) years with an option for an extension. The concession is granted by the forestry 
officers to investors. The main difference between lease and concession in this study is based on the allocator or lesser and type of 
land. While the lease(s) is/are granted by the chiefs or bulamas and some individuals or family on farmlands, the concession is granted 
by the Forest Officers on government lands or from forest reserves. 
 
2.Sharing agreement 

The sharing agreement is also pervasive among the people of the region (settlements along the lake side. Under this, it can 
take so many forms, however, the commonest is the crop sharing agreement (do it and let’s share or divide). A family or an individual 
can give a land out to someone or a group of people for cultivation, and after harvesting, the crops are shared depending on the terms 
of the contract that make scarcity of virgin or free land for the herdsmen.  Here, the sharing normally depends on the type of crop, the 
duration (total growing period), and the cost involved. For example, in the case of maize which is the dominant crop grown in the 
region, the landowner is given one-third of the yield. Again, a landowner may take its share based on the total land size given out. For 
instance, some may charge based on acres, for example, a bag of maize for each acre. 

 
3. Land hiring and purchase 

Hiring of land is similar to land leasing, however, with the former, the duration is shorter compared to the latter. The land 
reverts to the owner(s) after the duration or harvesting, as he/she stills has the ultimate right over the land. The fee to pay is negotiated 
between the two parties. However, land purchase is the outright sale of a land to a buyer or businessmen. It involves the transfer of 
one’s right and ownership over the land to the new buyer. Indeed, this practice is not common; it normally happens in times of 
financial crisis on the part of the landowner(s). 

 
4.Forestry/Tumbu contracts 

Under this system, the forestry officers may give a piece of land out, especially areas deemed to be degrading to farmers for 
cultivation. However, the farmer(s) would be either instructed to grow trees and take care of them or allow the Forestry Officers to 
cultivate trees on the farms. In any case, the farmer has the responsibility of taking care of the trees. The idea is to promote 
afforestation. 

 
5.Migration and settlement of the herdsmen 

The political, social, natural and economic reasons for the migration and the settlement of the Fulani herdsmen were found to 
be: presence of ‘special’ pasture, availability of vast land for leasing, support from influential people, availability of water, absence of 
tsetse fly (glossina) and market opportunity. Indeed, the findings are consistent with the available literature on farmer-herder conflict. 
However, by analyzing the issues surrounding the conflict; the various documents such as high court order, evacuation plan, land 
leasing, and the data gathered, this study can deduce that the ‘support from influential people’ is the main factor behind the herdsmen 
migration and stay in the Lake Chad Region. In other words, the theory of social capital (Bourdieu, 1986) is the reason. Why the 
theory of social capital in this study? First, the findings revealed that, the herdsmen and their cattle started moving and staying in the 
region after the leasing of lands to the cattle owners. Indeed, a prominent cattle owner confirmed that he and his colleagues were the 
first to move to the area after securing the indenture. Therefore, the cattle owners gained the permit from the chiefs, which resulted in 
the influx of other herdsmen to the area. Second, the findings also indicate that the majority of the cattle belong to some influential 
people such as chiefs, politicians, businessmen, security officers who are Nigerians. The farmers and herders in their own rights are 
the underprivilege people who can hardly possess land in the competitive area like the Chad Basin as explained above, there were 
about thirty-one thousand herds of cattle or more of which most of the owners are Nigerians. Also, there are some middlemen who 
liaised between the herdsmen and the cattle owners, also assist the alien herdsmen in their stay as revealed. Third, one of the tenets of 
democracy is rule of law, in view of the above reasons, the study, although recognised the other factors, it considers the social capital 
aspect; support from influential people as the major factor behind the migration and the stay of the herdsmen in the Lake Region. The 
influential people employed the service of the herdsmen whereby the rich people too can benefit from the services rendered by the 
pastoralists vise visa. 
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Root Causes 
The numbers and statistics do not mean a lot without looking in the changes in daily lives of people. In this part some of the 

root causes of today’s herders-farmers conflict in Nigeria will be explained. 
 

Infrastructure and Tectonic Construction   
The economic growth led by oil industry in Nigeria encouraged huge enterprises especially in infrastructure. This meant, 

among others, building of dams and modernizing the irrigation tools. Dam projects got public support from the urbanizing areas 
because the existing water supplies were not enough for the rapid growing population. Politically active and effective Kano region in 
the north was among the focuses of federal government. The government tried to gain more support from people of Kano by investing 
more in infrastructure in this region (Penrose, Jean-Paul, Bdliya, & Chettleborough, 2005). 

 
The private sector which was working with the government in constructions were among the ones who profited most from 

the new projects that were funded with the oil income. The construction wave was too fast and not good planned. By the 1980s, the 
effect that the dams created in nature were just terrifying. The number of lands flooded during rainy season decreased fifty percent 
compared to 1960s’ numbers (Penrose, Jean-Paul, Bdliya, & Chettleborough, 2005). This is one of the main reasons why the farmers 
have lost vast arable lands and would cause them looking for new lands for agriculture in the future (International Crisis Group, 2017). 
Also, the growing business sector built so many buildings over the pathways that herders used to walk their animals (Shehu, 2018). 

 
Climate Change 

On top of the results of ill planned infrastructure building in Nigeria, the climate change is one of the root causes of this 
conflict. Nigeria’s northern regions face desertification problem which effects the livelihoods of many people (Okeke, 2014). The 
amount of rain decreases every year. In the last 30 years, the rain season decreased from 150 days per year to 120 days. According to 
United Nations, the area which turned into desert or semi-desert in the past sixty years is around 350.000 square kilometer in Nigeria. 
The desertification continues towards southern parts of the country with the speed of 600 meters each year (Shehu, 2018). 

 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has just published its fourth assessment report. Globally, both 

atmospheric temperatures and sea-surface temperatures are on the rise, with projected increases in temperature varying considerably 
according to the emission scenario used. Precipitation patterns will also change: typically, already dry areas will become even drier 
and already wet areas will become even wetter. These changes, along with the increasing occurrence of extreme events, will have 
major implications on future land use. 

 
The effects of drought and desertification are vital for the people who earn their lives from the soil itself. Water resources and 

grazing lands decreased in northern parts of the country, which drifted the grazing routes of herders into more southern areas. 
Similarly, the farmers look for new lands to cultivate as they lost some of their farms because of climate change. Expanding the 
farming lands in the areas that used to be suitable for grazing means less space for herders’ animals (Genyi, 2017). 

 
Poor Governance 

The Grazing Reserves Act was enacted in 1964 by Nigerian federal government, in order to determine certain areas to 
herders to use in grazing. This law was the first official step to encourage sedentarization among pastoralist herders. According to the 
Act, the government designated 415 specific areas for grazing purposes. However, they were not able to realize what was planned. 
Only 114 of those were given the grazing land status officially. Even those which were given the status were not properly protected as 
grazing areas. The ones without an official status mostly ended up as new construction are as either for business or housing 
(International Crisis Group, 2017). 

 
After the independence with the creation of new administrative counties some of the grazing lands became parts of two 

different local governments. The Land Use Act which was accepted in 1978 gave the decision-making power about land leasing and 
renting (Oladotun & Emmanuel, 2019). This law made it easier for the sedentary farmers to get “certificate” for the usage of the lands 
because they had higher literacy levels than farmers and they could reach state offices more often. Therefore, pastoralist herders were 
gradually excluded more from the land use. Also, the culture of Fulani herders about land ownership prevented them to be enthusiastic 
about buying the land that they have been naturally “owning” for all their lives (Okello, 2014). 

 
Cattle Theft 

One of the issues that negatively affect herders-farmers conflict is the cattle theft (or cattle rustling) in the region. In recent 
years there has been an incredible increase in the numbers of rustling incidents. The terror organization Boko Haram also exist in 
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north east region and one of the most important sources of money for them is cattle theft. Other than Boko Haram there are also 
several violent bandit groups who threaten the herders’ and their animals’ security in the northern Nigeria (Shehu, 2018). 

 
Circulation of arms amongst non-state groups, the government’s inefficiency to control remote areas and forests, and the 

secret collaborations between some security officers and rustlers are the major causes of the thefts. The so-called “ungoverned places” 
are the most risky areas for such thefts because the security officers are either impotent or corrupt in these regions (Olaniyan & 
Yahaya, 2016). 
 

The total financial and human lost because of cattle rustling unknown. A report shows that only in 2013 more than 2991 
herdsmen were killed and around 65000 livestock were stolen in the central-north region. Many incidents occur in rural areas which 
there is not enough security officers from the state. Some herders’ communities have therefore created their own armed groups to 
protect themselves against thieves. However, this initiative created other problems such as some vigilante groups started to ask for 
money from their own people in exchange for the “protection” they provide (International Crisis Group, 2017). 

 
Cattle rustling is causing herders big economic losses, which pushes them to try to increase their number of animals to make 

up for the losses. Therefore, they need to find more grazing areas so their animals can reproduce more (Olaniyan & Yahaya, 2016). 
 

Transformation and Problems in Agriculture and Pastoralism 
Another driving reason for the conflict between herders and farmers is some pastoralist herders changing to sedentary 

lifestyle step by step. Therefore, in some regions the grazing and walking the animals is done by younger Fulani generations. The 
younger herdsmen are usually not well experienced in negotiating with the farmers like their pioneers used to do and controlling the 
animals and preventing them from walking in the farms. Traditionally, herdsmen used to go to farmers in dry season right after the 
harvesting time and ask for allowance to use their land for grazing. This method used to work among two groups for long time. The 
younger generation is not able to solve the issues with farmers because they do not know how to negotiate and be political with them. 
This causes violent disputes among the groups (Shehu, 2018). 

 
One of the triggering factors of the conflict is the altering farming practices. As an example, the Tiv ethnic group can be 

mentioned in here. Tivs are the most populous ethnicity in central Nigeria, living mostly in Benue state with around 4 million 
population (it was 800000 in 1953). Tiv people are settled farmers and their population is not concentrated but instead spread around 
the county. Because of the rapid population growth Tivs needed to produce more, began occupying more arable land and gradually 
decreased the amount of land they leave to fallow during dry season. This means less space for herdsmen in this region to graze their 
livestock (Genyi, 2017). 

 
Also, some irrigation projects from Nigerian government (Agricultural Development Project in 1970s) allowed farmers to 

cultivate more land during dry season. While some farmers got more income and found employment in dry season, many herders lost 
the grazing paths they used to utilize before. Another project initiated by the government called National Fadama Development 
Project (since 1993) provided farmers different crops such as tomatoes, which was not leaving enough pulp and forage on the ground 
after harvesting so the grazing capacity of those lands decreased. These changes in usage of land started to create problems among 
groups as all fight for their incomes which depend on scarce resources (International Crisis Group, 2017). 
 

Despite the rapid population growth and government’s development projects in agriculture, Nigeria was not able to increase 
its agricultural production accordingly. The country had 33 million people in 1950 and the number increased to 200 million by 2020. 
This incredible increase brought many challenges to tackle (The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the UNS, 2018). 
 

Nigeria turned into a net importer country in staple food products by 1975. The inefficiency in agriculture can be explained 
with variety of factors such as lack of public facilities in countryside; schools, hospitals etc., which pushes people more into urbanized 
regions and therefore decreases farming population. Another reason why the agriculture still does not produce enough for Nigerians is 
the tools they use in the farm. Most of the farmers use old gadgetry like grubbers, instead of new technologies. This causes less yield 
than they could have got from certain land. It is also a result of the farmers’ financial situations, since most of the time they cannot get 
supporting credits from banks or other government institutions to improve their businesses (Yakubu & Akanegbu, 2015). 4 
 

On top of technical and financial difficulties, the climate change and environmental pollution effect agriculture excessively. 
Fast and unconsciously growing building sector and industrialization pollutes the environment and degrades the productivity of soil 
(Yakubu & Akanegbu, 2015). 
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Socio-Economic Effects of the Conflict 
Degrading Agricultural Production 

The protracted conflict in Nigeria has caused and still causing several socio-economic problems for its people. One of the 
effects of the conflict is on agriculture, which supposed to be improving constantly to be able to sustain the basic nutritional needs of 
rapidly grown population. The agriculture does not improve fast enough as the state and local governments do not invest in farming 
technologies and infrastructure as they do in other sectors such as oil production. As a result of not having enough food production, 
farmers try to increase their agricultural lands which causes conflicts between them and the herders. The crops also get damaged 
during the encounter with animals, as they just eat what they find and sometimes the herdsmen are not able to control their animals 
and sometimes they intentionally let them graze in the growing farms. The negative effects of the conflict in agriculture creates a 
vicious circle of bigger problems, which the citizens are not able to get rid of by themselves (Ofuoku & Isife, 2010). 

 
Internal Displacement and Poverty 

People from both communities face internal displacement and poverty as some farmers lose their lands for good and some 
nomadic herders are forced to migrate other regions because of local hostilities in their own communities. Some displaced farmers live 
in temporary camps and some live with host farmer communities, which puts a strain on host communities’ pockets. Farmers who 
seek refuge in other regions usually get very poor as they have no income to sustain themselves and their families (International Crisis 
Group, 2017). 

 
There are no proper Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps for the people who had to leave their villages because of 

farmer-herder conflict. The so-called “camps” that some people could find shelter are usually some churches or school buildings, 
which also negatively effects the daily life and education opportunities of host communities (Genyi, 2017). 

 
Loss of People and Hostilities 

After several killings of farmers by nomadic herders in the beginning of 2000s, reprisal attacks and armament of farmer 
communities started in Nigeria. Also, sometimes pastoralists’ cattle were killed as a response to herdsmen. The communities 
experience great hostility against each other, although in the beginning it was just a conflict about scarce resources and how to share 
them; constant attacks, killings, burning villages, rape etc. factors added more and more tension in between nomadic and sedentary 
groups (Ofuoku & Isife, 2010). In order to feel more secure and try to create defend mechanisms the collective identities of the groups 
got stronger. For example, religion and ethnicities started to play bigger role in the conflict because people need strong ties to get 
together and defend their communities against attackers (Genyi, 2017). 

 
Conclusion 

The phenomenon of herder/farmer conflict in Lake Chad Basin typifies what is known as resource conflict in contemporary 
development literature. This thrives in an atmosphere of ecological scarcity and competition, as well as livelihood crisis. The problem 
has been accentuated by the global trend of climate change which has led to the shrinking of ecological space and resources, leading to 
intense pressure on, and competition for, the available resources. 

 
The spiraling migration of pastoralists from other parts of Nigeria and West Africa in general has resulted in a sort of 

dialectical relations between the Fulani herdsmen and the settled native farmers. This situation has been complicated by the rising 
incidence of livelihood insecurity among the farming and herding communities as a result of the dwindling ecological fortunes of the 
region. This scenario has led to desperate, violent struggles for access to and control of scarce ecological space and resources, a 
situation that has engendered dire humanitarian, social, socio-economic and economic consequences. The fierce and often virulent 
nature of this struggles have found expression in a vicious circle of violence and mutual vendetta. 

 
The herder/farmer debacle in along the region of Lake Chad has been essentially woeful in terms of its destructive impacts. 

So far, it has defied all measures at remedying it. In its apparent dynamics of deterioration and viciousness, the situation has given rise 
to a sort of pervasive Fulani militancy in the region. This has been the bane of sustainable peace and progress in most parts of Lake 
Chad.  

 
The conflict along the region of Lake Chad is a farmer-herder conflict, resulting from the allocation of farmlands by the 

Bulamas, Lawans and the Ajas to some cattle owners. It is a fact that the nomadic activities of the Fulani herdsmen have cause a lot of 
damages, especially destruction of farms and crops. Hence, threatening the livelihoods of the farmers in the area. This, 
notwithstanding, both are to be blamed for the various crimes committed within the community. However, most of the atrocities have 
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been committed by the Fulani herdsmen, especially the nomads (particularly the alien ones) from other countries who migrate to the 
area during the dry seasons. 

 
Recommendations 

It is not possible to solve such a complex and protracted conflict with a few measures from the government’s side, there must 
be a comprehensive plan which includes many aspects of social life in Nigeria. Here are some resolution recommendations from 
academicians and civil society organizations will be explained. 

 
Negotiations Between Stakeholders: The government should be able to bring conflicting parties together, especially in local 

levels. Direct dialogue between farmer and herder communities may help both sides to understand each other better and reduce the 
hostilities (Li, 2018). 

 
To be able to run sustainable and fruitful talks between the groups it should be funded and observed by federal and local state 

mechanisms. Local community leaders, religious leaders and local NGOs should actively take part in the talks and represent their 
communities’ interests (International Crisis) 

 
Security: Security is overall an enormous problem in Nigeria. The police and military forces are not equally spread over the land and 
especially in rural areas. The federal government and security forces should make sure that the distribution of their forces around the 
country is not sparse but instead available for all regions and rural areas. Other than that, there is a need for better training of soldiers 
and police officers. They should be trained about effective policing and considering the application of human rights standards while on 
duty (Amnesty International, 2018). 
 
Impunity: The attackers get courageous and communities get more frightened, lose their trust of state offices; the reason is 
widespread impunity in Nigeria. After all those attacks in the last twenty years, many perpetrators just got on with it and they were not 
even arrested. According to Amnesty’s report (between 2016 and 2018) only five people were arrested after an attack in a local 
community in Enugu state, and they were judged afterwards. Those five attackers were charged with murder of 12 people. However, 
this is the only result that Amnesty’s experts could find about the prosecution of violent attacks and murders in villages in recent years 
(Amnesty International, 2018). 
 
Land Distribution: Most of the grazing routes once demarcated by the Nigerian government in 1964 are not used for this purpose any 
more, some of them are occupied by settlements, public buildings, roads etc. The government either needs to determine new grazing 
areas for nomadic herders or regulate the existing ones; check their current situations and protect them from encroachment of farmers 
or occupation of industries (Shehu, 2018). 
 
Fighting Climate Change: Desertification, directly or indirectly, threatens the lives of everyone in Nigeria. The desert grows 
southwards each year around 600 meters. This means if it won’t be stopped, soon the peoples of Nigeria will face bigger 
environmental and economic problems (Shehu, 2018). The government should work on the re-foresting, preventing the pollution of 
environment, encouraging the usage of organic pesticides etc. If they can achieve to restore the lost land for agriculture, that will help 
both farmers and the herders (Abbass, 2012). 
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