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INSPIRING TEACHING, INSPIRING LEARNING 
 

Ms. Pushpa Priya G 
Muskan Foundation for People with Multiple Disabilities 

 
Have you ever had a teacher who inspired you to work harder or pursue a particular goal? Were you inspired to become an educator 
by one of your own great teachers? 
 

Inspiring students is integral to ensuring their success and encouraging them to fulfill their potential. A teacher needs to focus 
on the student’s abilities holistically and in the process make the process of learning an inspirational journey. Experiential learning, 
activity-based learning are keys to inspiring teaching methodologies. There is a relation of direct proportionality between the mode, 
attitude, personality of the teacher and the performance of the student. 

 
Teaching methodologies for children with special needs is very crucial and the role of the special educator is key to the 

development of the child. Conceptual learning and understanding abstract concepts need to be inspiring thus to enhance retention and 
generalization of the concepts. Repetition and thus helping build anticipation in a child with special needs further shows the interest of 
the child in the session and activity. Becoming an influence in a student’s life begins by building strong relationships. An inspiring 
teacher influences inspirational learning in students thus making learning fun and stimulating.  

 
It is not an exaggeration to say that a great teacher can change a student’s life. There is an endless amount of great teacher 

stories that attest to the benefits of a strong relationship between an educator and pupil. We all would be able to recollect and visualise 
that one teacher from our early schooling days who was our inspiration. We aspired to be like that one teacher, imitating her style of 
talking, writing. They influenced us to be attentive and focused in her class not wanting to miss anything that was being taught. 

 
As some of the most influential role models for developing students, teachers are responsible for more than just academic 

enrichment. If you want to be a great educator, you must connect with your students and reach them on multiple levels, because the 
best teachers are committed to their student’s well-being both inside and outside the classroom. By forging strong relationships, 
educators are able to affect virtually every aspect of their student’s lives, teaching them the important life lessons that will help them 
succeed beyond term papers and standardized tests. 

 
It is not always easy to change a student’s life, which is why it takes a great teacher to do so. Some just need an extra push 

like the student whose math grade is just a few points away from the A, others may be going through something troubling in their 
personal lives and need someone to talk to. Whatever the student needs to help them excel, a life-changing teacher will be there for 
them. 

 
Inspiration can also take many forms, from helping a student through the academic year and their short-term goals, to guiding 

them towards their future career. Years after graduation, many working professionals will still cite a particular teacher as the one who 
fostered their love of what they currently do and attribute their accomplishments to that educator. 
 

“Nobody cares how much you know, until they know how much you care.” Theodore Roosevelts 
 

Teaching is really about inspiration, not information. Effective teaching focuses on why and how, not what. The goal should 
be to spark each student’s imagination, to find a hook in their heart and mind so that they feel a need to learn the material. The rest is 
easy, because the student then drives his or her learning. If they are motivated to find the path, they will carve it themselves.  It is much 
easier to tap into a student’s drive if they know that you care about them personally. 

 
Teachers need to be the trusted source of advice for students weighing important life decisions. Educators can help their 

students pursue higher education, explore career opportunities and compete in events they might otherwise have not thought 
themselves able to. Students often look up to their teachers as mentors with experience and knowledge. 

 
Teachers undoubtedly have the ability to change the lives of students. The question here is “How Can Teachers Inspire Students”? 

 The teacher always needs to believe that her students will succeed, not matter what! She needs to believe that the success of her 
students is in each of them excelling in their skills passionately and independently in different fields. 
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 Trying new teaching methodologies models enthusiasm and energy and of course “Energy is infectious.” 
 Each teacher/educator should be awesome and cool and definitely not boring. They need to tap the right note of interest in their 

students to get the best out of each student. 
 Teaching students “why” learning is so important by citing and sharing with them exciting real life examples. 
 Inspiration comes by introducing them to heroes, leaders, patrons, rulers, philosophers, achievers - old and new. 
 Make learning fun through activity-based teaching methods. Theory is important and so is practical experience to learn its 

applications, implications and limitations in daily life. 
 Share mutual respect for each other by being a good listener and facilitator thus encouraging them to share their ideas. Help 

them open up to clarify their queries. 
 Convey the passion for the subject you teach. This further inspires the student to understand your journey and further help them 

connect more positively. 
The philosophy and science of teaching for children with special needs doesn’t differ from what has been discussed earlier. The 
special educator needs to use multi-sensorial teaching methodologies to connect with her students. The child with special needs 
has low libido and this makes it more important to create a certain level of interest in the whole learning process. Conceptual 
learning and understanding abstract concepts need to be inspiring thus to enhance retention and generalization of the concepts. 

 The first being to build a rapport with the child is crucial and takes time. Patience in the educator helps the child build trust and 
confidence in the educator other than his own mother. As the child starts feeling comfortable, the pathway to learning begins 
and sustains. 

 Praising a child for every right action made or giving him, another tries when he gave a wrong answer are positive 
reinforcements that will encourage more participation from the child and open a communication line between the child and the 
educator. 

 Encouraging the child to express using alternative and augmentative mode of communication will help in the behavioral 
development of verbal and non-verbal children, which is very important and can future improve social and communication 
skills.  

 Choice making and decision making in their activities of daily living further enhances the opportunities to create high 
motivation and anticipation towards learning. 

 Learning through play in the early years of childhood develops the developmental growth of the child.  
 Experential learning and incidental learning are the two keys to effective learning in children with special needs. 
 Children with autism can be motivated by using teaching skills that promote play and self-expression. It provides them with a 

sense of accomplishment.   
 Introduce new activities using different textures, models which the child can relate to enables the child’s level of retention and 

generalisation. Maintain novelty of activities. 
 Studies showed that children learn faster, stay focused and are generally more behaved when fun tasks are regularly changed. 

 
“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve me and I learn” This needs to be the mantra of every 
teacher/educator. It the teacher who makes the difference and not the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


