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ABSTRACT 

Each year, millions of people around the globe are relocated and resettled away from their homes and livelihoods in order to 
make way for large-scale development projects such as dams, reservoirs, power plants, roads, plantations, urban renewal, and oil, gas, 
and mining projects. Displacement deprives people from many things some of them fundamental to their lives, including homes, 
productive assets, culture, livelihoods and environmental conditions suited to their skills and practices, community networks and a 
sense of belonging. It has uprooted people not only from homes, but homelands to which they may have been tied by ancestral bonds. 
Forced evictions intensify inequality, social conflict and segregation and invariably affect the poorest, most socially and economically 
vulnerable and marginalized sectors of society, especially women, children, minorities and indigenous peoples. In most of the cases, 
persons affected by specific projects have not been compensated by proper rehabilitation and resettlement measures for their welfare. 
As displacement, stimulated by the new economic changes, is henceforth going to occur on an even bigger scale than before, it is 
important that resettlement and rehabilitation packages are so designed that they improve lives, not impoverish the already poor 
people. Though infrastructure development is a necessity, it has to be implemented with a humane touch so that the effect of 
displacement is minimized. If proper compensation is being provided in terms of economic incentives and rehabilitation then both the 
developmental project and displacement can be acceptable. 
 
Keywords: Globe, Displacement, Rehabilitation. 
 
Introduction 

Living in the world of development, the word ‘development’ is inevitable in the fast moving economic world. Rural areas are 
turning to towns, towns  to  cities  and  cities  to  megacities.  The  urban  centres  are becoming the center of attraction with fast mode 
of transport facilities, shopping malls, parks, metro rails etc., These developments in terms of infra structures add beauty to the cities 
but sometimes it is implemented at the cost of the poor people. The disparity on the other side of this fast moving, fast growing city 
also shows the place for the poor and the downtrodden  settle in cities in small pockets in and around the cities (Slums). 
Generally, they are the original people of the city and today the number of slum increases as an outcome of the urbanisation and 
industrialization. 
 

Post-Independence, Indian government mainly focused on economic development which was in the shape of dams, mega 
dams, mining, factories and irrigations projects. All this resulting in increasing the Gross National Product (GDP) of the country, but 
at the same time created in involuntary displacement. The main focused of the government was development through various Five 
Year Plans (Mohanty, 2005). With the passage of time India began to invest more and more in heavy infrastructure development that 
lead towards national development and began to be considered as symbols of technological advancement (Fernandes and Raj, 1992). 
In Independent India, the hydropower project was considered a temple of modern India by the first generation leader. Displaced 
people were given only monetary compensation (Judge 1997   Displacement,  resettlement  and  rehabilitation  have  been serious 
concern for all developing countries including India. Since, last 60 years large numbers of hydropower  projects  has  been  
constructed  and  more  than  50  million  people  have  been displaced and only 25% of displaced people were rehabilitated (Saxena, 
1992). It has been seen that large number of development projects have been poorly constructed and not properly implemented  
resulting  in  an  undesirable  impact  on  environment  affecting  the  quality  of people’s  lives  (Fernandes, 2004).  Development- 
induced  displacement  resulted  in  landlessness, homelessness, joblessness, marginalization, poor food insecurity, increased 
morbidity, loss of common property resources and social disarticulation (Cernea, 1997). 
 

Development-induced Displacement and Resettlement (DIDR) is the forcing of communities and individuals out of their 
homes, often also their homelands, for the purposes of economic development. It is a  subset of forced migration. It has been 
historically associated with the construction of dams for hydroelectric power and irrigation purposes but also appears due to 
many other activities, such as mining and the creation of military installations, airports, industrial plants, weapon testing grounds, 
railways, road developments, urbanization, conservation  projects,  forestry, etc.,  The World Commission on Dams (WCD) report 
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refers not only to physical displacement, but also to livelihood displacement, which deprives people of their means of production and 
displaces them from their socio-cultural milieu. Some of them lose all access to most of their land, but their houses may be left 
untouched. It is a social problem affecting multiple levels of human organization, from tribal and village communities to well-
developed urban areas. (World Commission on Dams, 2000). 
 
The Problem of Development - Induced Displacement 

Development-induced Displacement and Resettlement (DIDR) is clear in its focus on physical development projects that 
require land expropriation and resulting in mass displacement of communities living on those lands.  Displacement takes place where 
townships are established  for personnel involved  in the construction of project; and where protected areas  are  established  as 
compensatory  measures  for  the  forest  lands  and  natural habitats  lost  as  a  result  of submergence.  Mining  induced  
displacement occurs where rich  deposits  of  minerals are found. Urban infrastructure and transportation projects that cause   
displacement include slum clearance,  establishment   of  industrial  and commercial estates, building  of sewerage  systems,  roads,  
railway tracks and  stations, power  projects,  schools, hospitals, ports, airports, and communication networks. In recent  times,  
displacement  of people  has  been  witnessed  increasingly  with  regard  to construction  of Special Economic Zones, shopping malls  
and multiplexes. 
 

However,   this economic  development  model  has  flip   side  to   it  as  well. According to (Hemadri, Ravi and   et 
al.,1999),  imperialism in the age of neo-liberalism has rediscovered "the  original sin  of simple  robbery". Global capitalism 
continues to  recreate,  preserve and  extend  itself  through an ongoing process of primitive accumulation. In Harvey's exposition  this   
process   of  "accumulation by dispossession" is   actively  promoted through  the  neoliberal  agenda.  In  India  this  process  has  
been  driven  in  particular through privatization of resources held  in common and  state redistributions in favor of capital. 
 

In order to understand India’s stringent need for a national resettlement law, one has to realize the enormous magnitudes of 
forced displacements in India, as well as the likelihood of further displacements. State governments, however, do not maintain any 
official statistics or database on the total number of displaced persons. Even if in some cases they maintain data, it is underestimated. 
It is mostly done by the researcher. Some of which are given below. Displacement and resettlement is not a problem of only 
developing countries, it is found in developed countries also. For instance, it is estimated that during the twentieth century lignite 
mining in Germany led to the displacement of between 30,000 and 100,000 people. Much greater problems are observed in developing 
countries or those implementing an intensive model of economic development. 
 

One of the fundamental issues with regard to such a model of economic development   is   the  consequent  displacement  of  
people  on  whose  land   different development   projects   are   planned  and  implemented. Thus, displacement   is   the negative  side  
of  this  process  of  development.  Since  displacement  is  induced  by development,  policy  makers  of a country cannot ignore this 
harsh reality.  This reality has to be accepted and measures are required to be taken to reduce the sufferings of the  people. (Singh 
Katar ,2012),  Development  induced  displacement  forces  individuals  and  communities to leave  their  homes  and  homelands  for  
the  purposes  of economic  development.  Such displacement can be within a city or a district; from one village, city, district, state to 
another.   It  can  also   be  across  long  distances,   at  times  to   socio-culturally  and economically different settings. Development 
induced displacement involves a fundamental dilemma: economic  development as a move to improve living conditions of people is 
desirable but  displacement  associated  with  it  is undesirable.  Worldwide the   effects   of  displacement   are   strongly  felt   
amongst   economically   and   socially vulnerable  and  politically  marginalized  groups  and  indigenous  communities.  In  recent 
years  increasing  globalization,   economic  liberalization  policies,   structural  adjustment and stabilization  programmes  have 
intensified  development  induced  displacement. 
 

Unfortunately, since independence, over the years of planned development, the government has assumed a dominant role in 
the process of development leading to the impoverishment of a large section of the population. One of the major concerns with such 
development projects has been that very few amongst those displaced were resettled. Some projects formulated a Resettlement and 
Rehabilitation (R&R) Package for the project affected persons, however in most cases the approaches adopted for resettlement have 
been found to be ineffective. In view of the above facts, it becomes important to understand the development paradigm in the context 
of displacement. It is important to know the historical progression of displacement as well as its pattern so far and what role the 
development thinking has played in contributing to displacement.  
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Rehabilitation - primarily the process of reconstruction of the livelihood of displaced persons - has never been a guiding principle of 
the 1894 Land Acquisition Act (still in use) which instead emphasises cash compensation for loss. The government has taken the firm 
stand that rehabilitation would not be a prime consideration when acquiring land for ‘public purpose’ (the definition of which has not 
been made public). The government has even sought to take away the right of appeal by those whose land stands to be confiscated by 
making the Supreme Court the only appellate forum. 

 
Globalization has been another threat to indigenous communities as private conglomerates (including foreign multinationals) 

encroach upon rural lands, hitherto the domain of tribal and other indigenous communities, to build the government’s desired 
industrial infrastructure. The proposed amendments to the 1894 Act, if carried out, are likely to generate new waves of displacement 
as the Act will then make it even easier for private interests to acquire land. In India, there are four broad categories of displacement. 
 
Identity-based autonomy movements 

Identity-based autonomy movements, such as in Bodoland, Punjab, Gorkhaland and Ladakh, have also led to violence and 
displacement. This has happened in Punjab and more recently in the Bodo Autonomous Council area of western Assam. 'Cleansing' of 
non-Bodo communities by the Bodos, through plunder, arson, massacre and persecution, has forced a large number of non-Bodos to 
flee. They now live in camps. 
 
Localized violence 

Internal displacement has also arisen from caste disputes (as in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh), religious fundamentalism (as in 
urban riots in Bombay, Coimbatore, Bhagalpur and Aligarh) and aggressive denial of residency and employment rights to non-
indigenous groups by supporters of the ‘son-of-the soil policy’ (as in Meghalaya by the Khasi students and in Arunachal Pradesh 
against the Chakmas. 
 
Environmental and development-induced displacement 

In order to achieve rapid economic growth, India has invested in industrial projects, dams, roads, mines, power plants and 
new cities which have been made possible only through massive acquisition of land and subsequent displacement of people. 
According to the figures provided by the Indian Social Institute, the 21.3 million development-induced IDPs include those displaced 
by dams (16.4 million), mines (2.55 million), industrial development (1.25 million) and wild life sanctuaries and national parks (0.6 
million). 
 
Development projects  

Development projects, particularly dams, have always generated serious controversy in India as they have tended to be a 
major source of displacement-related conflicts. Estimates of national resettlement forced by development projects shows that during 
1950-90 the number of people affected were 18.5 million. (2) According to the Central Water Commission, over 3,300 dams have 
been built since independence and some 1,000 more are under construction. Another study of 54 large dams done by the Indian 
Institute of Public Administration concluded that the average number of people displaced by a large dam is 44,182.   
 

The fact that development projects are usually located in remote villages, hills and forests means that those displaced tend to 
be the indigenous people who have been the traditional agents of conservation. Here displacement has meant a loss of livelihood, 
habitat and assets, social disruption and disorder and severance from an eco-system which had sustained them. Most critically, these 
displacements threaten the poor and the weak with even greater impoverishment. It is only those cases of 'involuntary resettlement' 
which come to the attention of social and environmental activists, and are thus highlighted, that lead to some measure of state 
intervention. In most cases total displacement with loss of home and livelihood has resulted. 
 
The Process of Land Acquisition in India 

Before we discuss the impact of displacement on the lives of those displaced due large development projects, it is imperative 
to discuss certain  critical aspects  of the Land Acquisition  in  India. Till 2013, land  acquisition in India was  governed  by  Land 
Acquisition Act (1894).  Post-2014, land  acquisition in India is governed by the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in 
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013. This itself is a cruel joke on the displaced people of India that they had 
to wait for more than sixty years after independence to change the British era law  that  allows  the  acquisition  of  land  for  some  
public  purpose  by  a government  agency   from  individual   landowners  after  paying   a  government-determined compensation to 
cover losses incurred by landowners from surrendering their land  to the   agency.  
 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.07.14 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:7(1), July: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 
Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 2nd July 2022   

 Publication Date:10th August 2022 
Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
71 

 

The Land  Acquisition  Act  only  deals  with  compensation  and  rehabilitation of the  affected  persons whose lands have 
been acquired. (Saxena, K.B. 2008).  The responsibility of the state towards the  affected persons  ends  with  the  payment  of 
compensation only. The act considers the  payment  of compensation  to individuals  who  have legal  ownership rights  over  land.  
This  means  under  this  Act no compensation is payable to landless laborers, forest land users  and  forest  produce  collectors,  
artisans  and  shifting  hill cultivators.  In  addition, the Act only recognizes individual property rights, but not community rights over 
land. As a consequence,  the rights of the tribal and  non-tribal communities  over  common   land   do   not find  any place  in  this  
law.  Thus, the underlying  grey  areas  which  are  subject  to  multiple  interpretations  are  misused  to serve the purpose of the rich 
and  the powerful,  who  acquire these tracts of land for development  projects,  at the cost of the displaced  people.  Having critically 
discussed the nature of land acquisition process,  let us now discuss the impact of displacement on the affected people. 
 
REHABILITATION MEASURES IN INDIA 

In India, not only the price for development has been high in terms of displacement, but it has been also primarily paid by 
the same displaced people, leading to landlessness, homelessness, marginalisation and overall impoverishment. This means that 
measures to support the affected  people  in  paying  the  costs  of  displacement have not been implemented or they have failed in 
achieving their aim. 
 

The Re-habitation measures are of two types: i) the restitution in cash or in kind of what has been lost through 
displacement, and ii) the relocation of the displaced people in a new settlement, possibly with the provision  of  housing  and  other  
basic  services.    The  first  type  of measures is usually referred to as 'compensation' and it consists primarily of the payment of 
monetary compensation for the loss of house and land, according to the legislation on land expropriation in force in each country. 
Compensation for displacement raises two main issues: firstly, whether the restitution of money in lieu of land is appropriate and 
secondly, the identification of the exact losses to be compensated. 
 

The  second type  of  measures  are  referred  to  as  'Resettlement and Rehabilitation' (or just 'resettlement' for brevity) and 
encompasses the physical relocation of the displaced population in a new settlement. Relocation  is  usually  combined  with  the  
provision  of  additional benefits, which can range from construction of basic infrastructure in the settlement, to the attribution of a 
job to each resettled family (Parvez, Ayesha. (2008).  There is no uniformity in the definition and implementation of this second 
type of measures, primarily because of the lack of a compulsory legislation  establishing  its  objectives  and  modalities.  In  India,  
at present the NRRP exists as a policy which regulates the resettlement of people displaced by development projects but not taken 
seriously. 
 
Displacement, and Resettlement and Rehabilitation 

Issues relating to displacement resettlement and rehabilitation have been addressed through different policies framed by 
national as well as several state governments from time to time. The National Policy for Resettlement and Rehabilitation, NPRR 
(2003) stipulated the minimum facilities and compensation to be ensured for the Resettlement and Rehabilitation (R&R) of persons 
displaced due to acquisition of land for ‘public purposes’. It laid down R&R to be the joint responsibility of the State Government and 
the Project Implementing Authority (PIA) and set up a grievance and Development-Induced Displacement and Resettlement in India 
185 monitoring mechanism at the level of the State and Central Government. It has been oriented particularly towards providing 
support to vulnerable groups- BPL and tribal families, in particular the latter, who risk loss of access to traditional resources and 
occupations. There is a need to change other legal structures and provisions along with a new displacement   and   rehabilitation   
policy. Various   provisions   of   the   Forest Conservation  Act  and  other  related  acts,  and  even the provisions in the constitution, 
need to be  changed  in  the  direction  of the  fundamental rights  of the  tribals. dalits, backwards and  peasants.  The people’s 
struggles all over the country have provided a framework  for  a  just  resettlement  and  rehabilitation  policy.  Some  prominent  
aspects of this framework  include  the following: (Jain, Shobhita & Bala Madhu,2006). 
 

According to the law the oustees should be in a better position to lead a decent life and earn livelihood in the rehabilitated 
locations. Displacement and rehabilitation of displaced persons is often not implemented in the right spirit as given in the Constitution, 
as stated by the Supreme Court of India (2004). 
 

Where displacement seems unavoidable, it ought not to be forced displacement,  but should  be voluntary.  The principle of 
"free,  informed  prior consent" put forward by those who propose to initiate development projects. If consent is to be "informed",  the  
necessary  information  must  be  provided. The  people  likely  to  be affected  must be  taken  into  confidence  and  provided with the  
fullest  information about  the contemplated  project  from  the  earliest  stages, so  that  they  can  satisfy themselves  about  the  



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.07.14 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:7(1), July: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 
Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 2nd July 2022   

 Publication Date:10th August 2022 
Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
72 

 

desirability  of  the  project,  the  non-availability  of  alternatives,  and  the rationale of the proposed  displacement.  Land Acquisition 
Act (even the latest version)  should only  be effectively applied   for acquiring land   for  strictly  public purposes.  
 

Community resettlement with improved  standard  of life for the displaced ones; full and just resettlement would  be  the  pre-
condition  for  displacement;  the complete  master  plan of the  resettlement  along  with  the  project  plan  should entail meaningful 
participation  of the people. 
 

The affected  persons must be the first to  be benefited from the project. They should  have  share  in  the  benefits  from the  
project-in  irrigation,  in decision- making, in the profits of an industry and  in  the  remaining  resources  in  the vicinity  of the 
project, viz, the fisheries,  the forest and land. 
 

Though the people's struggles do not reject totally any sort  of possibility  of displacement  and  resettlement,  all the  ongoing  
and  future displacement should be considered  in the light of the displacement and  experiences of resettlement hitherto.   The   major   
criterion  regarding  resettlement  should   be the public purpose  of the  development  project and the accompanying displacement. 
The other criteria must be the manageability of the displacement. The people's organizations  have  a responsibility to launch  an  
effective,  collective  campaign on some of the pertinent,  immediate  issues. (Bharati, M. & R.S. Rao,1999) 
 

Demand the  abrogation  of  the  existing  land  acquisition  act  and  other  laws related  with  the displacement and 
resettlement  and  evolve  a  new, comprehensive   policy  on  development, displacement and resettlement.  The draft policy on 
development,  displacement and resettlement drawn in 1988 by a concerned group  of representatives of organizations and experts can 
provide a starting  point for such an endeavor. 
 
Compensation Issues 

Compensation is one of the issue for development projects in India. People who are displaced from their native home land are 
given compensation in terms of money. In India, compensation has been given under Land Acquisition Act 1894 (amended in 1994). 
Under this act, most of the displaced people are not eligible to get compensation, particularly tribal and weaker sections of the society.  
 
Impact of Displacement 
Landlessness:   Expropriation  of land  removes  the   main   foundation  upon  which people's  productive  systems,   commercial  
activities  and  livelihoods  are  constructed. This  is  the  principal form of de-capitalization  and  pauperization  of displaced  people, 
as  they  lose  both natural and  human made capital.  Impoverishment from landlessness may take various forms: (a) initial loss of 
land to development project; (b) damage to land's  productive potential in surrounding,  non-appropriated   areas;  (c)  subsequent 
losses  in  the  productive potential of land  on account of environmental problems; and (d)  loss  of  land  occurring  due  to  inability  
of  landless  people  to  gain  access  to alternative  lands. 
Joblessness:  Displacement  dismantles local  income-generating  resource  base and disrupts economic opportunities linked to  local  
and  regional  economic  cycles  and sustained  social  relations  of  production.  Therefore,  post  displacement unemployment or  
underemployment  is  often  chronic  and  continues long after physical relocation has been completed. 
Homelessness: Homelessness is loss  of  house-plots,  dwellings  or  shelters,  be  it permanent  or  temporary.  In  poorly  executed  
development  projects,  homelessness  is chronic.  It  is  often  associated  with  loss  of identity  and  cultural impoverishment. The 
symbolic  importance of  pre-displaced  place  in  terms of family cohesion and a location  for mutual support from household  and 
neighboring  households  is also lost. 
Marginalization: Marginalization occurs  when   individuals  and   communities   loose economic power and move into relatively 
lower socio-economic status. Economic marginalization is  accompanied  by social  and  psychological marginalization. It results in  
loss  of confidence  in  resettled  people especially when displaced  become outsiders and   newcomers   in   host   communities.  Host  
communities  are usually  unwilling  to accept  resettled  outsiders.  This  leads  to  socio-cultural incompatibility and  competition for 
scarce resources and jobs. In most cases displaced  people are at disadvantage. 
 

Besides the above mentioned macro-impacts there are other impacts vis-à-vis health, education of children, loss of access to 
common property, etc. that impacts the lives of displaced  people.  With following  words  of  a former  chairperson  of  the  Narmada 
Valley  Development  Council,  might  fittingly,  conclude this section: No  trauma  could  be  more  painful for  a  family  than  to  get  
uprooted  from a place where  it  has  lived  for generations  and  to  move to  a place where it may be a total stranger.  And  nothing 
could  be more irksome than being asked  to switch over to an avocation which has not practiced before. Yet the uprooting has to be 
done because the  land  occupied  by  the  family  is  required  for  a  development  project  which  holds promise  of progress and  
prosperity for the country and  the people  in general.  The family  getting  displaced  thus  makes  a sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  the  
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community.  It undergoes hardship  and  distress and  faces an uncertain future so  that others may live in happiness  and be 
economically  better.”.(Kaushal, Nandita. (2009) 
 

So far the most publicized  protest  movement  against  big  dams  is  against Sardar  Sarovar Project. In 1988 Save  The  
Narmada  Movement  (Narmada Bachao Andolan) was started.  This movement, under the leadership of Medha Patkar,  is  using   
Gandhian   techniques   like   non-cooperation   with   project authorities,  blocking  of all project  related  work  and  people  refusing 
to  leave their villages. 
 

People under the banner of Adivasi-Moolvasi Raksha Manch in Jharkhand are resisting acquisition of  tribal  land  by  
Arcellor-Mittal  steel  conglomerate  for setting  up of steel plant. Due to the above stated  strong resistance movements  by the 
displaced people, issues of  proper resettlement  and   rehabilitation have received some attention from  the government. (Asthana, 
Vandana, 2012).  Therefore,  let us enlist some suggestions on Development, Displacement, and Resettlement  and Rehabilitation. 
 
Conclusion 

No development project can result in complete alienation of the rights, customary and legal, of people through payment of a 
one-time compensation or facilitated relocation. On the contrary, the process of resettlement must result in the creation of new rights 
particularly for women that will render people direct beneficiaries of the development project. Just as displacement is not an inevitable 
consequence of infrastructure development, resettlement need not necessarily result in impoverishment and explore the ways for 
resource mapping, alternatives to the present day destructive and large projects,  and  emphasize on small-scale, sustainable,  eco-
friendly projects which give more power in the hands of community. Central to positive resettlement and rehabilitation will be the 
empowering of people, particularly the economically and socially marginalised as a result of both the process and outcomes of 
resettlement with development;  
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