
 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.06.74 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:6(4), June: 2022 
Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 

Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 
Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 

Article Received: 2nd June 2022   
 Publication Date:10th July 2022 

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
88 

 

CHANGING PATTERN OF SUBSISTENCE AND ECONOMY OF THE KORA COMMUNITY OF DHALLA, BIRBHUM, 
WEST BENGAL: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC ACCOUNT 

 
1Prokash Kumar Palit and 2Ranjan Chatterjee 

1Assistant Professor and 2Research Fellow 
1Bangabasi Evening College and 2Anthropological Survey of India, Head Office 

Kolkata, West Bengal, India 
 

Abstract 
The Kora, one of the lesser-known tribe of West Bengal, (also known as Kuda, Kura, Kaora, Dhangar and Dhanger) is an ethnic 

group found in Indian states of West Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand. Tribe Kora is lesser studied by the social scientists compared to the 
other more familiar tribes like Santal, Oraon, Munda etc. in West Bengal, despite being the fifth largest tribe in the state. In many areas, 
the Kora tribe retained their language and culture but in other areas, they assimilated with the local dominant Hindu tradition which 
became an interesting mosaic for study. Though they are tribe, they are assimilated with Hindu caste people in respect of subsistence 
patter, marital aspect, material culture, and social culture food habits instead of dependency on nature. The present study tried to find 
out how the Kora Tribe of Dhalla village sustain their livelihood and tried to find out their Subsistence and Economy in changing 
situation of their own culture. 
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Introduction 

Anthropology’s most persistent and essential concern is the link between environment, subsistence, and society (Heider, 
1972).Through the 1930s, anthropologists had accumulated enough first-hand ethnographic data on the world’s cultures to realise that 
there was a better method to categorise them. Their divisions were primarily based on differences in subsistence patterns or perhaps the 
sources and ways a culture employs to get food and other essentials. Subsistence categories were once considered a small aspect of 
Europe’s developing human sciences. However, it was at the heart of Morgan’s scheme in America and was tied to political and moral 
considerations (Pluciennik, 2001). Agriculture, along with its linked industries, is India’s most important source of subsistence. 70% of 
rural households still rely on agriculture as their primary source of income. As the Kora community is mainly a labour based community 
and mostly they are engaged with agricultural land labour, they live in nearby areas of land lord caste people, so that the jobs of daily 
labours are fond easily. Koras as a tribal people they are leaving their dependency on forest or nature based subsistence.  

 
Like many other ethnic groups, the Kora had their unique culture, customs, rituals, and religion. The Kora has received very 

little scholarly study compared to several other important tribal communities in West Bengal. Kora is, fifth-largest tribal community of 
West Bengal with a total population of 142789 people, accounting for 3.2 percent of the state’s total tribal population, according to the 
2011 census (Goswami & Tattwasarananda, 2019). More than 90% of the Kora population in the country reside in rural areas. They are 
found in three eastern Indian provinces: West Bengal, Orissa, and Bihar. In West Bengal, the districts of Bankura, Bardhhaman, 
Birbhum, Hooghly, Purulia, and Paschim Medinipur are main home the Kora. The Koras’ main occupation is soil mining. Mudi Kora, 
Kurmi Kora, Nagbanshi Kora, Dhangar or Orang Kora is the four endogamous groups. It is believed that they have migrated from 
Chhotanagpur and its adjoining areas (Mandal et al., 2002).  

 
While describing the occupational practices of Koras, Sir Risley (1892) noted that, “The caste believe tank digging, road 

making, and earthwork generally to be their characteristic profession, and it may be surmised that their adoption of a comparatively 
degraded occupation.” 

 
However, empirical data from the fieldwork also suggests that the etymology of their community’s name is derived from the 

Bengali term ‘Khonra’, which means digging.  
 

Material and Method: The Koras of Dhalla village have been the subject of comprehensive ethnographic research. Data was gathered 
using interviews, a structured and semi-structured questionnaire, and schedules. In addition, the approaches of Focus Group Discussion 
(FGD), Observation, and Case Study were applied. In addition, existing literature about the Kora community was used for archival 
research. 
The objectives of the study: The main aim and objectives of the present study is to understand the significant subsistence patterns of 
the Kora community from Dhalla Village of Birbhum District, West Bengal, India in changing situation of their own culture and their 
surrounding nature. 
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Studied Area: The study was conducted among the Kora community of the Dhalla village of Bilati Gram Panchayat, Illambazar Block 
of Birbhum District, West Bengal, India.  
 
Findings and Discussion: A Subsistence Pattern, also known as a Subsistence Strategy, is how society meets its basic survival needs, 
including getting enough food, drink, and a place to live. Foraging, horticulture, pastoralism, agriculture, and industrial food production 
are the five fundamental groups of subsistence patterns. Anthropologists understand every community’s most important daily chores by 
researching the subsistence system used to procure food and the food way involved with consuming it. Figure 1: Distribution of the 
studied population according to the literacy rate 

 
Since a person's literacy level affects their standard of living, education is important in the study of a community's subsistence 

pattern. The present study reveals that 67% of the total educable population (individuals age less than 5 were excluded) were literates 
and 33% were non-literates. However the literacy rate of the Kora community is lesser than the West Bengal state literacy rate of 76.26% 
(according to census data, 2011; (Reserve Bank of India, 2021) 

 
During the present study, the total studied population of the Dhalla village was 131out of which 67 (51.15%) were male and 

64 (48.85%). Out of the total population, the number of workable populations was 91, out of which 43 (47.25%) were males and 48 
(52.75%) were females (see table-1).  
 
Table-1: Distribution of the workable* population according to their primary occupation 
 

Primary Occupation Male % Female % Total % 

Service 1 1.1 2 2.19 3 3.29 

Daily Labour 9 9.89 10 10.99 19 20.88 
Agricultural Labour 18 19.78 24 26.37 42 46.15 
Driver 4 4.4 0 0 4 4.4 
Mason 1 1.1 0 0 1 1.1 
Mechanic 4 4.4 0 0 4 4.4 
Monthly Allowance 0 0 2 2.19 2 2.19 
Agriculture 0 0 2 2.19 2 2.19 
Animal Rearing 1 1.1 0 0 1 1.1 
Un-Employed 5 5.49 7 7.69 12 13.18 
Home Maker 0 0 1 1.1 1 1.1 
Total 43 47.25 48 52.75 91 100 
*population below 18 years were excluded 
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Figure 2: Distribution of the workable population according to their primary occupation 

 
From the above table (table-1) and graph (figure-1), it is visible that the number of working women (52.75%) was higher than 

compared to the men (47.25%). Most of the workable population were engaged in agricultural labour (46.15%) work, out of which 24 
(26.37%) were females, and 18 (19.78%) were males; followed by daily labour/ wage labour (20.88%) out of which 10 (10.99%) were 
females and 9 (9.89%) were males. 

 
Table-2: Distribution of the population according to their subsistence pattern 

Pattern of Subsistence Male % Female % Total % 

Agriculture and agricultural 
labour 

18 23.68 26 34.21 44 57.89 

Wage Labour 9 11.84 10 13.16 19 25 
Domestication 1 1.32 0 0 1 1.32 
Service (both public and 
private sector) 

1 1.32 2 2.63 3 3.95 

Others (driving, mason, 
mechanic, etc.) 

9 11.84 0 0 9 11.84 

Total 38 50 38 50 76 100 
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Figure 3: Distribution of the population according to their subsistence patterns 

 
The table (table-2) and graph (figure-2) show the distribution of the subsistence pattern practised by the community members 

of the studied population. Out of the total workable population, only 76 people fall under a specific pattern of subsistence practice by 
the Kora community members, out of which 38 (50%) were male, and 38 (50%) were females. The majority of the population, 44 
(57.89%) were, practice agriculture as their subsistence pattern, out of which 26 (34.21%) were females, and 18 (23.68%) were males, 
followed by Wage labour is 19 (25%) out of which 10 (13.16%) were males, and 9 (11.84%) were females, and others 9 (11.84%) 
subsistence patterns which include driving, mechanic, mason, etc. which consists of all male members. The rest of the population 
depended on service (both public and private sectors) and the domestication of animals for their subsistence. 

 
Agriculture- During the present study among the Koras, it was observed that most of the village members were engaged in agriculture 
as their primary subsistence pattern. Some have ownership of land, and some work on other’s land as agricultural labour. They engaged 
primarily in three types of crops- i) Paddy, ii) Mustard, and iii) Fruits and Vegetables. Paddy and Mustard were cultivated on a large 
amount of land, whereas they produced fruits and vegetables in their small lands or gardens near their house. 
Wage Labour-The Koras of Dhalla village chose wage labour as a subsistence pattern for their livelihood. This type of subsistence 
practice was because most didn’t have land for agricultural practices, but they decided to become agricultural wage labourers for their 
existence. Among them, four prominent types of wages can be observed during the present study: - i) Agricultural land labourers, ii) 
Plumber, iii) Construction site labourers, and iv) Machine workers/ Mechanics. However, they were also benefitted from the 
MGNREGA1 job card; under this, they were benefited from the 100 days of work from the government. 
Others-Other types of subsistence pattern among the studied population was the domestication of animals, driving and so on. A few of 
the Koras from Dhalla village depended on the domestication of animals for their subsistence. They mainly domesticate the following 
animals- i) Cow, ii) Goat, iii) Hen, iv) Duck, v) Buffalo, and vi) Bull. According to the informants, they mainly domesticate animals 
because they are beneficial for daily purposes and use them as their form of savings. Besides all these subsistence patterns, the youths 
nowadays go outside their village to perform other jobs. Some of them work as a mason, some work as a driver, and some even go 
outside the state, especially Bangalore, to earn money for their family. 
 
Conclusion 

West Bengal’s Kora tribe is a lesser-known tribe. According to the existing literature on the community, it was once a part of 
the Munda community and migrated from the Chhotanagpur area to the eastern section of Bengal (particularly Bankura, Purulia, and 
Birbhum). Nonetheless, it was their occupation that set them apart from the Munda. Moreover, the youths or the upcoming generation 

 
1 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 
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of the community has already started getting the education with the benefit of having the status of Scheduled Tribe in the state of West 
Bengal. The educated Kora people absorbed some contemporary culture, and education contributed to their social mobility and cultural 
change. Education also leads to a more superior standard of living, and population migration or relocation is magnified for a better 
standard of living. Under the influence of education, tribal culture is rapidly changing. 
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