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Abstract: This research paper is an attempt to inquire into the Wittgenstein’s philosophy of language. The aim of this paper is to 
understand his philosophy as propounded by him in Tractatus-Logico-Investigation and how he took inspiration from Frege’s theory of 
logic and grammar for the background of Tractatus is discussed and also the similarity between Frege theory and Wittgenstein’s picture 
theory is discussed.  
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Introduction 
    Wittgenstein is one of the most important analytical philosopher who addresses the problems of philosophy of language and 
reality. For him, the aim of philosophy is to clarify the thoughts expressed in language. In his early stage he followed the philosophy of 
Russell theory of atomism. He believed in Russell theory by holding the relation of picturization between language and reality. But in 
latter stage he develops the empirical attitude about language and meaning. The early stage of Wittgenstein philosophy is discussed in 
‘Tractatus-Logico-Philosophicus’ and latter stage in “Philosophical Investigation’. In the ‘Tractatus-Logico-Philosophicus’ he 
expressed his views on the nature of philosophy from the analysis of the language of science to ordinary language. Wiittgenstein deny 
the traditional view that philosophy is an attempt to explain life and world as a whole and he claimed that the main problem of philosophy 
is the analysis of language.  
 
    Wittgenstein says that philosophy is an activity and it is not a body of doctrines. This activity is meant to clarify scientific 
language and in the clarification of propositions. He believed that philosophy gives limit to the language of science as well as to the 
scope of natural sciences. The limit to the language of science follows from the general activity of determining what we can speak and 
what we cannot (what we can speak we can think and what we can think we can speak). So we can say that the limit of language sets up 
the limit of thought. There is no thought which cannot be put into language. One cannot think about what cannot be said.  Wittgenstein 
stated that as we have failed to understand the degree of language, there arises the problem of philosophical propositions and most of 
the propositions are not false but nonsensical. Wittgenstein philosophy in Tractatus, “A proposition is a picture of reality” helps him to 
strengthen Russell view about the relation between language and reality in which language is way to arrive at the real. It is through 
language that the reality expresses itself.   
 
   Wittgenstein took inspiration from Frege’s theory of logic and grammar to propound his philosophy in Tractatus and developed 
it as a representational framework for understanding language and the world. Wittgenstein claimed that the structure of the world is the 
same as the structure of sense. Through this we can say that logic is transcendental since it brings out the underlying structure of language 
and the world. The concept of logical grammar in its complete form has been represented in the Tractatus. This abolishes the dualism 
between the grammar of ordinary language and that of ideal language. In the later phase, Wittgenstein himself criticized his philosophical 
development in Tractatus and hold his view that the language is a form of life. Language is used for asking, cursing, greeting, praying, 
commanding etc. Thus he emphasis on ordinary language. The use of word as speech activity plays an important role in his theory of 
‘language games’. He use the language term in a much more broadly sense than speech activity. The language game is of two types – 
pure language game and impure language game. He considers the impure language game as the basic and hold that pure language games 
are dependent upon the impure in a pivotal way.  
 
The Representational Semantics 
   Wittgenstein in his Tractatus, has made the concept of representation as the logical basis of understanding of language and 
meaning. Before Wittgenstein, Gotlob Frege introduces that the meaning or sense is involved in the logical structure of language. Frege’s 
sense and Wittgenstein’s representations can be considered as the significant concepts of logical semantics. As a result of 
representational semantics, meaning becomes a matter of logical representation of the world and a line of representation between 
language, thought and world has been proposed. The representational semantics of Frege involves the problem of relating sense with 
language.  
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   Wittgenstein identified the difficulty in Frege’s  semantics, so he advocated the stronger role of language in representational 
framework. Wittgenstein in Tractatus, holds that thought and language are logically connected with each other and through logical 
structure thought is completely reflected in language. Wittgenstein argued that the sense is fully language dependent, therefore there is 
no problem of sense being unrepresented. Thus language expresses thought and this leads Wittgenstein to uphold autonomy of language. 
This means that language is there before we could understand thought or sense. Thus sense is language dependent. So, representational 
semantics is not possible in the absence of language. So, language us important for thought and sense. 
 
   Wittgenstein followed the same path with Frege with regard to language-world relationship but does not make it an ontological 
issue like Frege.  He showed that thought and language make up the logical space that makes the notion of world representation possible 
and thus solves the ontological issue. World representation is a crucial factor of the semantics representation in both Wittgenstein and 
Frege. In Frege‘s philosophy, semantics is related with the problem of sense and reference and how the problem sense can determine 
the reference in the world. For Wittgenstein neither sense nor reference is sufficient to understand the relation between language and the 
world. He says the relationship is made in to the semantics space that take care of sense and reference of the linguistic representations.  
Semantic dualism between sense and reference was overcome by Wittgenstein by bring them into a single frame of reference which 
may be called semantic frame-work. 
 
   Further in this research paper, I have discussed the role of universality of Language in semantic frame-work. The language is 
a universal medium is the base for understanding Wittgenstein’s semantic frame-work. Language is important to represent the world 
and also constitute the logical criterion of making the symbol system consistent and coherent. Frege and Wittgenstein were aware that 
language has limits in its expressive power.  Wittgenstein counter the possibility that grammar can be independent of our language holds 
that Language contains its syntax and semantics. So, language is not possible if it does not contain its grammar.  Frege’s theory of logic 
and grammar is the background of Wittgenstein’s Tractatus that develops a representational work for understanding language and the 
world. The structure of world and language are same and it is connected by the logical structure of sense. Thus, we can say that the 
structure of sense provides key to the structure of language and the world. Wittgenstein tried to explain the essence of language and the 
world in terms of transcendental conception of logic. For him, logic investigates the important necessities governing language. We need 
to understand the logical grammar of language and their necessary rules. It basically abolishes the duality between the grammar of 
ordinary language and that of ideal language.  
 
    Wittgenstein said that the idea of representation is inevitable for grammar since there is no way we can conceive language at 
all. Language is the way the world mirrored in a network of symbols. This is important to understand that it is a necessary fact about 
language that it is a method of expressing what is given in the world. As far as structure of the world is concerned, there is the inevitability 
of bringing it out in the structure through logical grammar of language. So the representational structure of language becomes necessary. 
 
The Picture Theory 
   In Wittgenstein’s Transcendental logic, the picture theory is the central theme. In picture theory he brings out the logical 
structure of world and the language. The structure of language is the important factor to the structure of the world. He pointed out that 
the essence of the world is reflected in language. So it is imminent that the language is the ultimate ground of our knowledge of the 
world. The key principle of picture theory is that the language picture the world and reality.  On the bases of grammatical articulation 
we can say that language makes the world intelligible. It shows the conditions which makes the world transparent. It is similar to what 
Frege called the conditions of sense applied to linguistic representations. These conditions depends on the fact that sense is propositional 
and is regarding the world. But for Frege these conditions were not sufficient for logical and intrinsic to language because there lies a 
gap between what the propositions say and what the world say.  The picture theory tries to rectify this condition by making sense 
transparent through making the sense of a proposition agree with the world. This can only happen when the logical form of proposition 
agrees with the logical form of the world. This picture theory pointed out the logical conditions of the linguistic symbols and their 
interrelations. It also tells what symbol means and stand for which is the key point of the theory of meaning.  
 
    In picture theory, Wittgenstein made semantic conditions logically secure as far as their relation to the world is concerned.  For 
Frege, the semantics conditions are the conditions of the truth of the propositions. If we can understand the propositions, then we can 
understand the truth conditions also. The semantic conditions are on the surface since the grammatical structures of the propositions 
take care of sense and truth conditions in Wittgenstein’s theory. So semantic condition are made logically secure. There is both a 
syntactic and semantic condition that sense is related to the world through propositions and are the representations of the world. 
 
    In picture theory, it is stated that every proposition is a logical representation of the world.  This theory tells that there is 
universality about the idea that language is a picture of the world in the logical sense. The world is the totality of what is real and 
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logically conceivable. Language which represents the world is meaningful if and only if it has syntactic and semantics resources required. 
Another important point is that it tells under what conditions the propositions are picture, which in turns brings the idea of depiction. 
The idea of depiction is one of the semantics conditions of picture theory. The idea of depiction brings out the idea of projections as the 
core concept of representation. If the propositions are in the depicted realm, the fact which is depicted must be propositional and 
linguistically presentable. This considers as the essence of the proposition and the fact. 
 
    The essence of the world and the language are same in terms of logical theory that brings the idea that language is the model 
of the world.  This also brought the ideas where scientific and mathematical theory were considers as the foundation to understand the 
world. But through picture theory Wittgenstein provide a grammatical theory to suggest that all the scientific and mathematical models 
are ultimately linguistic. 
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