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Abstract 

Seasonal migration for informal work and livelihood has posed a serious threat on the family and children of the migrants.   The 
migrating households either take their children along with them or leave them at the origin, in both the cases the children suffer various 
psycho-social problems and face deprivations in health and education. The study is conducted in Balangir district of Odisha, India from 
where there is large scale interstate outmigration of labourers to the brick kilns located in Telangana every year after the agricultural 
season. Due to the seasonality of migration, the number of schools drop outs and absenteeism among the children increases. The paper 
explores the impact of seasonal migration on the education of the children of the migrating households and also reviews various 
institutional measures undertaken by government and non-government organizations to protect the educational rights of the migrant 
children. 

 
 Keywords: Brick Kilns, Children’s Education, Seasonal Migration. 
 
Introduction 

 There are multiple approaches to understand migration. The UNESCO (2009) provides a holistic definition of migration and 
states the process as crossing of the boundary of a political or administrative unit for a certain minimum period of time. It includes the 
movement of refugees, displaced persons and economic migrants. Temporary or circular migration is a form of internal mobility for 
economic activities where people usually return to their place of usual residence after a short period of time (Hugo, 1996). Seasonal 
migrants are a group of temporary migrants who combine activities at several places according to seasonal labour requirements (Keshri 
and Bhagat, 2010). It is evident from the literature that the temporary seasonal migration has been an alternative rural livelihood strategy 
adopted by the marginalized and landless poor households for survival (Breman 1996; Deshingkar & Farrington,2009; Haberfeld et al. 
1999; Mosse et al. 2005; Majumder,2015). Various related factors like land reforms and privatization of land, commodification of 
labour, green revolution and changes in the mode of production, the emergence of a new class of rural proletariat and the sectoral shift 
from agriculture to industry have led to the migration of the poor peasant households and landless labourers (Vijay & Sreenivasulu 
2013).  
 

The growing out-migration of the parents for livelihood and work specifically the seasonal migration to the informal sectors 
have posed a serious threat and challenge to the family dynamics and children upbringings (Lu, 2014). The Census (2011) data estimated 
around 453 million as internal migrants in India, constituting around 37 percent of the total population. The data also reveals that a large 
proportion of interstate migration from Odisha takes place to Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Telangana and West Bengal 
(Census, 2011).  Among every five migrants, one is a child, estimating nearly 93 million as migrant children (Shah, 2021). The Census 
and National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) data on the short-term circular migrants are rarely available and misleading 
(Srivastava, 2020). There is no macro level data on number of seasonal migrants due to the lack of adequate information on the 
phenomena in the national surveys (Keshri & Bhagat, 2010).  The need for macro level migration data was needed in 2020 during the 
lockdown and Odisha as a state faced innumerable challenges to provide support to large number of return migrants, about eight lakhs 
migrants returned to Odisha from Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana (UNICEF, 2022).  

 
According to a micro-level study report, there are around 100 million seasonal migrants in India contributing about 10 percent 

of the national Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (Deshingkar & Akter, 2009). According to the India Human Development Survey [IHDS] 
2011-12 the number of circular migrants is around 200 million, among them about 4.6 million were children (Shah, 2021). The position 
of children in migration has been equated with luggage (Orellana et al., 2001). The metaphor has subsidized the image of children to 
mere things transported by adults (Dobson, 2009). The child labour and migration are related processes; three forms of child labour can 
be identified with migration: the unaccompanied child migrants, accompanied child migrants (migrating with parents), and left behind 
child workers (Hans van de Glind, 2010).  The migrating households either take their children along with them or leave them at the 
origin, in both the cases the children suffer various psycho-social problems and face deprivations in health and education (Bakker et al. 
2009).  
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Migration has social and economic implications as it leads to shifts in the family structure and functions (UNICEF, 2007). 
While some children migrate with their parents to the destination, some children are left behind when one or both of their parents migrate 
for work hoping to improve their children standard of life are affected by the costs and risks of migration (Lu, 2014). The migration of 
the parents leaving the child behind form a parent-child separation generating economic benefit with associated social costs (Dreby, 
2010). The children who migrate with their parents find themselves growing up in an environment devoid of basic facilities like good 
health, hygiene and education (Singh et al. 2019)  
 
         Education is the most sought goal for development of the economy and society. The fourth Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) ensures for providing inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all by 2030. To 
provide quality education with special focus on the girl child education, the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) was implemented in 
collaboration with the state government. The Right to Education (RTE) Act (2009) was a landmark for universalizing the elementary 
education based on principles of equity and non-discrimination. The act states that ‘all children between 6-14 years of age are entitled 
to free and compulsory elementary education of equitable quality. The education must be free from anxiety, stress and fear’. These 
policy initiatives aimed to bring the excluded category of children into the realm of education by breaking the barriers of caste, gender 
and remoteness. However, another form of deprivation from education related to distress seasonal migration has been neglected (Smita, 
2008). After the crop harvesting festival in the village, hundreds of families migrate as seasonal migrant labourers to work in agricultural 
fields, salt pans, diamond cutting industries, textile industries, construction sites, brick kilns and hotel industries (Deshingkar & Akter, 
2009). This form of migration poses a heavy burden on the children of the migrants. They face deprivations in health and education 
services due to the seasonal mobility.  
 

Seasonal migration affects the children of the migrants whether they accompany their parents or are left behind in the origin. 
Most of the children are forced to drop out schools and join as child labour in various work sites with their parents. The higher school 
dropouts form the origin and the increasing child labour in the destination has become a major threat to the process of universal primary 
education and inclusive growth (Roy et al. 2015). The inclusion of the migrant’s children in the SSA can help to reduce the child labour 
and increase the rate of literacy (Whitehead & Hashim, 2005). The left behind children of the migrants is deprived of the love and care 
of their parents and are exposed to exploitation of the relatives and the care takers. While the children who migrate with their parents 
are exposed to the work site from a tender age and are deprived of education. 
 

Thus, the present paper aims at two objectives: (i) To explore the impact of seasonal migration on the education of the children 
of the migrating households and (ii) To critically review various institutional measures undertaken by government and non-government 
organizations to protect the educational rights of the migrant children. More specifically, the paper tries to answer some crucial research 
questions: What is the impact of seasonal migration on the education of the children of the seasonal migrants? What kind of social and 
psychological vulnerabilities the child left behind faces in the origin which affects their education attainment? How can the education 
attainment of the children who migrate with their parents to other states every year be protected? 
 
Methodology  

The study is exploratory in nature. The study was conducted in Sarmuhan village of Belpada block of Balangir district in 
Odisha, India in 2015-2016. The rationale behind selection of the study area was the higher incidence of seasonal migration every year. 
According to the data of labour registration from the Labour Directorate Odisha (2014) the number of registered migrant workers 
registered under the Inter-state Migrant Workmen Act, 1979 were 44075. The migration from Balangir is mostly undertaken to brick 
kilns located in Telengana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. The findings of the study are based on field study conducted 
in both origin (Balangir) and destination (Brick Kilns in Secunderabad).  
 

The primary data was collected both in the origin and destination through participant observation, case studies, semi-structured 
interview schedule. Some secondary sources both in published and unpublished form were also assessed to comprehend the bridge 
school initiatives taken by the non-governmental organizations in collaboration with the state governments in both the source and 
destination for uninterrupted education of the migrant children. 
 
Findings  
Seasonal Migration: Flows and Pattern 

The migration flow and pattern are diverse in the study villages. The study has focused more on the household migration 
pattern. The household migration is mostly undertaken to the brick kilns and construction sectors in the southern states. While the single 
migration is undertaken to the textile industries, sugar cane cutting industries, salt pans, diamond cutting industries, rickshaw pulling 
and hotel industries. Most of the migration flows from the villages are interstate. Undivided Andhra Pradesh was the most sought 
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destination for work among the migrants. The Brick kiln industries located in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh pull large number of brick 
makers from the villages during the lean season. 

 
In the study villages of Belpada block, there were 723 households, out of which 45% were migrating every lean season for 

work. Both single and household migration was observed in the villages. Out of 325 migrating households, 230 households were 
migrating along with their family to the destination, while in the rest 95 households; only the male members migrated from the family. 
Single migration was found to be more among the OBC (51%), while the household migration was more among the ST (53%). The 
degradation of forest and natural resources led to the disruption of livelihood of the tribals which indirectly resulted in large scale family 
migration every year. The choice of work also determined the pattern of mobility. Most of the household migration was to the brick 
industries (72%) and construction sites (24%). The single household migration was towards sugarcane cutting (25%), salt pan (11%), 
textile industries (10%), rickshaw pulling (12%) and hotels (20%). 
 
Migration to Brick Kiln Industries 

Migration to brick kilns included 174 migrants, out of which 123 were household migration including children and 51 were 
single headed male migration (Table I). Out of the 123 household migrants, 21 were from Scheduled Caste, 82 were from Scheduled 
Tribe, 20 were from OBC. Among the Male headed migration, 20 were from Scheduled Caste, 3 were from Scheduled Tribe, 22 were 
from OBC and 6 were from General caste. 
 
Table I: Community Wise distribution of Brick Kiln Migrant Workers 

Community Wise  No of Migrants  
Household 
Migration 

Single Headed 
Male Migration 

Scheduled Caste 41 21 20 
Scheduled Tribe 85 82 3 
OBC 42 20 22 
General 6 0 6 

 174 123 51 
 
Impact of Migration on Children 

The household migration to the brick kilns includes children. These children accompany their parents to the work site leaving 
their education in the source village. They either work with their family in the sites or they cook food for their parents or take care of 
their siblings in the destination. Education is a distant dream for those children. So, each family tries to raise their production and thus 
prefer to take their children and wife to the kilns. The process of child migration violates the Child Labour Act, as the children within 
the age group of 6-14 years are found working in the brick kilns and construction sites. In the study village, it was observed that out of 
174 migrating households, around 62.64 % (109) households migrated along with their children and 37.35 % (65) migrated by leaving 
children behind (Figure I).  
 

The children who stayed back were taken care by the grandparents and relatives and some of them stayed in the seasonal hostels 
in the schools. Figure II represents out of the 65 household who left their children behind, 21 of the household left their children with 
their grandparents, 25 of them left their children with their relatives and 8 of them left their children in the hostels.  

 
The children who migrated with their parents discontinued their education at the source and never enrolled back into the 

schools. Some of the migrant children continued education along with migration. They studied one session in the bridge schools located 
in the destination and produced the certificates for promotion to the higher classes in the source. The households generally preferred to 
take the girl child along with them, because of the insecurity in the villages in their absence. So, the education among girls stopped 
abruptly due to the migration cycles. Another reason for taking the girl child was that she would take care of the household chores in 
the destination when the parents work. 
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Figure I: Parents Migration along with Children  

 
 

Source: Field work, 2015 
 
Figure II: Care of Children when Parents Migrate 

 
Source: Field Study, 2015 

 
Case Study 1 

Ram Prasad, a middle-aged man of 34 years from Kharkhara village of Balangir migrates every season to the brick kilns in 
Secunderabad. He used to migrate every year with his wife leaving his children behind in the village with his parents. He states that this 
year he would be migrating alone leaving his wife with the children. He narrates that when we both migrate the children don’t obey their 
grandparents and relatives and misses school every day. The seasonal hostels are not safe to live the child. If I migrate alone, my wife 
can take care of the children and they wouldn’t miss school also. He also tells if my child completes school, he can find better work 
opportunity and wouldn’t have to work as a dadan for the rest of the life as me. 

 
Case Study 2 

Hari, aged 30 years from Kharkhara village who migrate along with his family every year after the Kharif season narrates his 
experience. He states I have two children both of them are girls one aged 7 and other aged 2 years. I take my family to the brick kilns. 
When I along with my wife go for work in the kilns, my elder daughter takes care of the younger ones. I have no one in the village with 
whom I can leave my children so I have not enrolled my elder daughter in the school. I will enroll her in the school from next year, I 
will have to find some other source of employment near the village so that my children don’t miss schools. 
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Education and Seasonal Migration 
Seasonal migration from the villages started with the distribution of advance during the harvesting season (August- September) 

by the contractors. Then the mobility starts after the monsoon in November and the return migration occurs in June. This period of 
migration clashes with the school academic calendar. The children who migrate with their parents to the destination have to drop school 
rolls in the source from November till May. Thus, these children could attain schools only within July to November. This makes the 
promotion to higher classes difficult because most of the children miss their exams and are working in the destination for more than half 
of the days in the academic calendar. Thus, the seasonal nature of migration forced the children to drop out from schools and discontinue 
education in the midway. 

 
Due to the regular migration episodes, the SSA has made provisions for the setting up of tent schools, mobile schools, residential 

and non- residential bridge schools, induction of language tutors and community mobilization programmes for effective inclusion of the 
migrant children in the universal education drive. The children who enroll themselves in the source area can continue education in the 
destination schools and produce the certificate issued from their state for class promotion in the schools in the source area. These 
interventions are implemented at a slow pace with the help of the NGOs in the source and destination. But it is difficult to accommodate 
those migrant children every year in the bridge and mobile schools. To overcome the language barriers, the regional teachers from the 
source area are appointed in those schools in the destination. Despite all such efforts more than half of the migrant children drop out 
from the schools while migrating to other states and districts (Table II). More drop outs is found in the higher classes, mostly the children 
studying in class 8, 9 and 10 drop schools and engage in full-fledged work in the destination with their parents. The household received 
advances against children more than 10 years of age. Thus, the children have lost the interest to study and enjoy working in the 
destination. When they return to the origin after work, they don’t join schools and help their family in farming or undertake wage work 
in nearby places in rice mills or hotels. Due to the lack of education, the children indulge in deviant behaviour and alcoholism from a 
very young age. These children are more attracted towards the outer world and cosmopolitan life and for them migration is a way to 
modernize themselves and break away the cultural and traditional stereotypes. 

 
Table II: Number and percentage of Children attending schools in Origin and Destination 

Class Percentage of Children in 
Origin 

Percentage of Children in 
destination 

Class 1 20 (46) 29 (25) 
Class 2 10 (23) 14 (12) 
Class 3 10 (23) 25 (21) 
Class 4 12 (28) 13 (11) 
Class 5 12 (28) 8 (7) 
Class 6 10 (23) 8 (7) 
Class 7 6 (14) 3 (2) 
Class 8 8 (18) 

 

Class 9 4 (9) 
 

Class 10 8 (18) 
 

Total 100 (230) 100 (85) 
Source: Field Work, 2015 
 
Discussion 

Seasonal migration in the villages has evolved as a livelihood diversification strategy which is undertaken every year during 
the slack season. Migration as phenomenon is not determined by the pull factors created in the urban destination, but it depended on the 
push factors like limited work opportunities, poverty, social and economic deprivation, landlessness, adverse impact of industrialization 
in the source area (Mahadevia, 2002). The patterns of migration also depend on the social and cultural institutions of the source area 
(De Haan, 1999). The living conditions in the rural areas is marked by poverty, deprivation, poor access to land, health, education, 
sanitation, drinking water facilities, employment, debts and credit (Sainath,1996). The variations in rainfall affect the crop yield and 
agricultural production in India, thus affecting the food security and employment in the off season (Krishna Kumar et al.2004; Revadekar 
& Preethi 2011). The non-farm work is paid better, but the conditions of work are poor, and are taken up in the lean season when 
agricultural labour market is slack. Migration is a coping mechanism for the poor agricultural workers in the source area and saves them 
from the clutches of exploitative moneylender (Deshingkar & Start, 2003) 
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Seasonal migration provides temporary relief from the poverty and distress but it opens up many critical issues in the long run 
(Roy et al. 2015). Education is one of the fundamental rights of the children. It is critical for the development the individual and society 
as whole. It has the potential to revive the rural economy and livelihood. But most of the children of the migrants are deprived of this 
fundamental right. In case of the household migration, the education of the child is more affected. Most of the school drop outs in the 
villages are due to the migration cycles. The migration cycle clashes with the academic school calendar. It is the main reason for 
increasing rate of school drop outs. Most of the drop outs are from high schools. The interstate nature of migration also makes learning 
and attaining education difficult for the migrant children. They face the language barriers and constraints in following the syllabus of 
both the states. To overcome such obstacles, the MHRD through the SSA scheme with collaboration of the NGO’s initiated the concept 
of bridge schools and mobile schools in the destination, started hostels for the migrant children in the origin, so that the child can 
continue education when their parents migrate. Despite such effort the school drop outs of the migrant children can’t be checked.  

 
There is an absence of policies on the critical situations of the migrant labourers who neither belong to the source nor to the 

destination (Smita, 2007). The lack of education and access to other basic rights and entitlements has made migration an intergenerational 
phenomenon. The attainment of education can open new avenues for employment of the migrant children and thus it has the potential 
to revive the village economy and livelihood. For the inclusion of the migrant children for universal education under SSA there is a need 
of community mobilization and awareness programmes in both origin and destination. The migrants are to be made aware of their rights 
and the proper ways and channel to access those rights and services available for them. 
 

The impact of migration on the school attendance of the left behind children of the migrants was positive. They attended schools 
and performed well, but they became, deviant and indiscipline because of the lack of parental control and care. While the impact of 
migration on the school attendance of the accompanying children was negative, these children were mostly recruited in the work sites 
as child labour. In both the situations migration has a negative impact on the socio- psychological development of the children. When 
the parents were asked about the aspiration to educate their children, more than 80 percent of them had lower aspirations. They never 
thought of the significance of education for their children. The case was worse for the girl child. 

 
The teacher student ratio in the schools was very poor. In the source the teacher student ratio was 4: 230, which indicates about 

the low level of education in the villages. The teachers generally avoid joining the schools in the origin because of the remote locations. 
In the destination the situation is more critical, for 100 students, there is only one teacher. The quality of education needs to be improved. 
To overcome the language barriers and syllabus constraints, the same syllabus was followed in the destination; the books were also same 
in the source and destination. A local Odia teacher was recruited in the mobile and bridge schools for making the learning easier. Till 
the primary level, education standard was manageable, but in the higher standards, there was a need for improving the quality of 
education. Even the drop outs were more from the higher classes. 

 
Conclusion 

The RTE act stands dysfunctional for the migrant children. The inclusion of the migrant children in the SSA still remains a 
long-achieved target. Education can be an effective tool for controlling migration and improving the life and livelihood of the village. 
Migration is positively correlated with the increasing school dropout rate; the children of the migrants had no other way left then to drop 
out the schools. The discontinued education ramified their socio-economic conditions and trapped them back into the same migratory 
cycle. Due to the negligence of educational institutions, which has the potential to revive the village economy, the vicious circle of 
poverty is difficult to be broken and villagers are time and again entrapped by migration. The discontinued education of the migrant 
children is one such manifested issue. Despite many small efforts to bring those excluded children under the umbrella of SSA, the 
number of schools drop outs are increasing form the migration prone villages. 
 

The civil society in collaboration with the state government has started to augment the issue of migrant’s children in India. In 
1999-2000, the Odisha government started running. Residential Care Centres (RCC) for the children of the migrants. The Andhra 
Pradesh Government initiated the mapping of the migrant children in whole of Andhra Pradesh. The Gujarat and Tamil Nadu government 
has even started the web tracking of migrant children and running educational centres for the migrant children. The National Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has issued the following guidelines for the imparting education to the migrant children 
(Daniel,2009). 

 
1. A base line survey of child migrants should be done through mapping process of migration every year. Tracking of school going 

and Anganwadi children at the source area should be done as per the migration season by relevant departments like School and 
Mass Education, Women and Child Development and the Department of Labour and Employment. 
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2. Women and Child Development department should make budget for reaching the infants and children at the worksites and set 
up mini Anganwadi centres inside the worksite. The SSA should open adequate numbers of worksite schools for the migrant 
children. Mid-day meal, school uniforms and books should be provided to the children attending schools. 

3. The government should issue government orders to school authorities to accept admission and promotion of the children in their 
schools after the migration season is over. 

4. The interstate coordination with states should be undertaken to facilitate teaching materials, volunteer teachers to provide 
education in mother tongue to the interstate migrant children. 

5. The local Child Welfare Committee (CWC) should make regular visit to the work site and report the cases of child labour to the 
government. 
 

Migration is not a negative connotation always; it has some positive impact on the life of the migrants. If the remittances from 
migration are spent for education of the children, then the situation of these migrants can change. The task of improving the quality of 
education demands collective effort of the government and non-governmental organizations. It also requires community awareness and 
mobilization at the grassroots. 
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