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Abstract  

Various explanations and origins of untouchability are given by sociologists, but the fact remains that touch or shadow or even 
voice of an untouchable was deemed by caste Hindus as polluting. The segregation kept them untouchable throughout their life. They 
remained socially degenerated, economically impoverished, politically servants of the upper classes, and were permanently excluded 
from educational and cultural opportunities. The Democratic consciousness awakening of the depressed classes, their increasing 
consciousness of their basic human right, was a part of the general national democratic awakening that had taken place among the Indian 
people during the British rule. Ambedkar was foremost among who wanted social reforms not as philanthropy, but as of right and wanted 
to create the spirit of independence and self –realisation in the untouchable community. He wanted to produce a “new man” a new 
society. His way of social reform was a revolt against social slavery. This research article to be discussed Annihilate inequalities through 
Indian Constitution. 
 
Keywords: Social Structure, Indian Constitution, Constitution of Reforms, Pre-Amble, Equal Rights, and Social Justice. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

A great man is different from an eminent one in that he is ready to be the servant of the society.  
B. R. Ambedkar 

 
The constitution of India speaks of ‘We the people of India… give to ourselves this Constitution’, thereby clarifying beyond doubt 

that sovereignty under the Political System lies with the people. But the people need an institution for expressing and exercising their will 
and power. This gives rise to the idea of a representative democracy. 

 
Under the scheme of the Indian Constitution (IC) and its provisions of universal adult franchise, people exercise their sovereign 

power by casting vote and electing a ‘Union Parliament’ through which they find expression. The Indian Parliament (IP) is the federal 
legislature of the Indian Union. It is an instrument of governance, change and social transformation. Thus, its composition and functions 
are of the utmost importance. The founding fathers of the country in their collective wisdom decided, after intensive deliberations, to adopt 
a parliamentary form of govt. As a result, the Constitution framed by the Constituent Assembly was adopted on 26 November 1949 and 
came into force on 26 January 1950.  Moreover, the co-operation and co-ordination between the Judicial and Legislative organs is essential 
for the working of a Democratic Constitution. The Judiciary is the basic feature of Indian Constitution and must be paid respect by all other 
organs of democracy, including Parliament. It has exclusive and undisputed power of interpreting Constitutional provisions, Art.105 of the 
Constitution, a source of Parliamentary privileges in India, is also not an exception to this principle. Art.122 of the Constitution though bars 
the Judiciary from inquiring into the proceedings of the Parliament; it does not take away a general power of Judiciary to act as a custodian 
of the Indian Constitution.  

 
The Indian Constitution guarantees certain Fundamental Rights in Part III such as Right to Equality, Right to particular 

freedoms, Right against exploitation, Right to freedom of Religion, and so on. All these rights are available against the State, these rights 
are not absolute and are subject to reasonable restrictions. Originally, Right to property was also a fundamental right but it was eliminated 
by the 44th amendment and now it is a legal right. Fundamental Rights are enforceable by any person whose fundamental rights have 
been infringed by the action of the State. The remedies for the enforcement of fundamental rights are the writs of habeas 
corpus, mandamus, certiorari, prohibition and quo warranto, these are also guaranteed by the Constitution. Any law which infringes the 
fundamental rights is bound to be declared void by the Supreme Court or the High Court. 

 
Fundamental Duties 

The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976 incorporated fundamental duties under Article 51-A in Part IV-A, upon the 
recommendations of the Swaran Singh Committee. These duties are applicable to citizens only and there is a moral obligation on the 
citizens to perform these duties. However, these duties cannot be judicially enforced. 
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Directive Principles of State Policy 
These are guidelines to the State to promote the welfare of the people by securing and protecting social order, enumerated in 

Part IV of the Constitution from Art. 36 to 51. There are non-justiciable in nature i.e. not enforceable by the courts for their violation. 
However, the Constitution itself declares that ‘these principles are fundamental in the governance of the country and it shall be the duty 
of the state to apply these principles in making laws’. Hence, they impose a moral obligation on the state authorities for their application. 

 
Independent Judiciary 

Our constitution has a single integrated system of Courts for the Union as well as the States which administer both Union and 
State laws, and the Supreme Court heads the entire system. Under each High Court, there is a hierarchy of other courts which are referred 
to in the Constitution as ‘subordinate courts’ i.e. courts subordinate to and under the control of the High Court. Another salient feature 
of our Constitution an independent judiciary having the power of ‘Judicial Review’. Judicial Power of the State exercisable by the Courts 
under the Constitution as sentinels of Rule of Law is a basic feature of the Constitution. It must be noted that the suffrage in India is 
much wider than that in England and the United States. In India, every citizen who is above the age of 18 years has the right to vote 
without any discrimination on the ground of caste, race, religion, sex, literacy etc. Universal adult suffrage removes social inequalities 
and maintains the principle of political equality to all the citizens. 

 
Contribution of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar seriously criticized Caste System. He was one of the view that Chaturvarna provided the base for caste 
system which was created graded inequality in Indian Society. Ambedkar further argues that caste system, promotes system of inequality. 
Dr. Ambedkar was one of the few statesmen –politicians in India who took active part in all the deliberations of Constitution –making, 
from the Montford Reforms (1919) to cabinet Mission Scheme (1946) except Cripps proposals. During this time he was the leader of 
his community. The Montagu –Chelmsford Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms was published in 1918.The reforms based on 
diarchy were enacted made at the end of 1919 and came into force. The Franchise Committee under the chairmanship of Lord South-
borough was appointed to deal with franchise problems in the light of Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms. In this committee he demanded 
separate electorates and reserved seats for the depressed classed in proportion to their population. He demanded that the representatives 
of untouchables must be elected by the votes of untouchables only. The committee did not feel justified in admitting the claims of 
separate electorates. 
 

Nationalist leaders were demanding home rule for India, but Ambedkar remarked, they were not ready to give representation 
to the Untouchables. He further said: “It was the duty of the advanced classes to put all on social equality “. The South borough 
Committee allowed the communal representation to Musalmans, and it thought it better to have recourse to nomination in the depressed 
classes. Ambedkar was elected to the Constitutent Assembly of India by the members of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly though 
he was defeated in Bombay. He was elected on the Drafting Committee and appointed as its chairman. He was the chief architect of 
Constitution. The first draft of the Constitution was presented on 4 November 1948, and the final Constitution was adopted on 26 
November 1949.3 
 
Constitutional Provisions 

A document having a special legal sanctity which sets out the frame –work and the principle functions of the organs of the 
Government of a State and declares the principles governing the operation of those organs. Preamble is the key to open the minds of 
makers. The main object of the Constitution is contained in itself. It sets out the purpose of the Constitution has framed. The preamble 
in short embodies the fundamental values and philosophy on which constitution is based. 

 
           The People of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republic and 
to secure to all its citizens; Justice, social, economic and political; Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; Equality of 
status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of 
the Nation;  
          
          In part 3 of the Constitution consisting of Articles 12-35.Human Rights which are the entitlement of every man, woman and child 
because they are human Rights have been made enforceable as constitutional or Rights in India. 
 
Right To Equality  
        Article 14 Equality before Law, guarantees that the State shall not deny equality before the law and equal protection of the laws 
within the territory of India. Both of these expression aims at the establishing the “equality of status” in the preamble of constitution. 
Equality before the law means that among equals the law should   be equal and should be equally administered, that like should be 
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treated alike. The right to sue and be sued, to prosecute and be prosecuted for the same kind of action should be same for all citizens 
without distinctions. It grants right to equality to all persons citizen or non citizen against the arbitrary action on the part of the state.  
 
Article 15 Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth  
 

1. State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of the them 
2. No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them be subject to any disability, liability,  

a. access to shops, public restaurants, hotel and place of public entertainment; or 
b. The use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats, roads and place of public resort maintained wholly or partly out of state funds or 

dedicated to the use of general public. 
3. Special Provisions for the advancement of any socially and educationally Backward Classes including SC and STs 

 
Article 16(1)declares that there shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or appointment 

to any office under state. 
 
Article 17   Abolition of Untouchability  
       “Untouchability” as one of the social evil of the Indian Society. After Independence one of the most cherished objective of the 
Indian Constitution maker was to give its people right to live with full dignity.  Untouchability is abolished and its practise in any form 
is forbidden.  The enforcement of any disability arising out of “untouchability” shall be an offence punishable with law. 
 
Directive Principles of the State Policy  
       Directive Principles are enshrined in the Part IV of Indian Constitution from Art 36-51. The main theme of this Principles to be 
established to equitable society. 
 
       Directive principles are considered as fundamental in governance of the country, it is an obligation on the part of the state that they 
should apply these directives while framing law. 
 
       Article 38 Provide that state shall strive to promote social welfare, 

(a)  by social order in which justice, social, economic and political shall inform all institutions of national life. 
(b)  by minimizing inequalities of income and eliminating inequalities of status, facilities and opportunities. 

 
        The State is enjoined under the Article 49 to promote, with special care, the educational and economic interests of the weaker 
sections of the people, in particular of the scheduled castes and to protect them from any kind of social injustice and all forms of 
exploitation. The object of eliminating inequality is to give fair opportunity to each section of the society for overall development. As it 
is known, that there was no provision for adult suffrage in the Government of India Acts. Up to 1935, the right to vote was limited to 
those who had property, education and those who represented either the University, or the business community, or the local body. 
Therefore, Dr. Ambedkar insisted that the Depressed Classes must be given the following rights.     
 

1. Right to adequate representation in the legislatures of the country, provisional and central; 
2. Right to elect their own men, as their representative, 

a. by adult suffrage  
b. and by separate electorate for the first ten years and thereafter by joint electorates and reserved seats. 

 
          Article 12 of the Indian Constitution, while defining the term ‘State’ includes the Government Executive and Parliament of India; 
the Government and Legislature of each of the states and all local Bodies and other control of the Government of India .The responsibility 
for the abolition of untouchability and for creating equality of citizenship will not only be that of central and the state Governments but 
also of the Zilla Parishads, Municipalities and the village Panchayat. 
            

According to Article 13, all individuals in India are to be treated as equal before law and all are entitled to possess equal civic 
rights. The infringement of human rights must carry sufficient penalty, and therefore the infringement of citizenship rights must be 
called an offence. 
 
            Dr.Ambedkar attributed the helpless, hopeless and hapless condition of the Depressed classes to the dogged and determined 
opposition of the whole mass of the orthodox population .He was of the firm opinion that the orthodox population would not allow the 
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Depressed Classes to have equality of status or equality of treatment. The capacity of Depressed Classes to protect themselves was 
extremely limited. Ambedkar was of the opinion that the uplift of the Depressed Classes could be possible only when equality of 
opportunity was realized in practice by a determined effort by the government.7 
 
Reservations for Equal Development  
           Protective State interventions in favour of weaker sections for reservation in services under Government first came up for 
consideration in 1935 and certain percentages of post was reserved for Depressed Classes. Now-a-days it has become a fashion to 
advocate total abolition of reservations, to discuss the issue of reservations  from a point  of vested interest and to misinterpret  the very 
policy of reservation .It is more unfortunate that the so called intellectuals such as academicians , bureaucrats, professionals, jurists and 
politicians have adopted a baised attitude towards the policy of reservations, driven by their own thoughts and self –orientation ,and are 
speaking against reservations. 
 
           However, it is necessary to assess even today how many of our poor masses know the meaning of independence and democracy 
and their socio-economic and political rights before analyzing  the policy of reservations in India. The miserable and helpless condition 
of the poor from the exploitation of rich classes and castes. To provide appropriate opportunities to the people of lower classes and 
castes in the fields of education and employment , then the leaders of national stature and interest introduced , legal , for the first time, 
14%of Scheduled Castes,4%to the Scheduled Tribes depending on their population percentages in all departments of both central and 
state governments except a few departments like defence .These percentages  of reservations have been increased subsequently to 
15%and 7%respectively.But  it is very sad that no such provision was made to people of BC’S who constitute a vast majority of 
population in the Indian society. A major reason for this lapse was, as articulated by those sections, that there was no representation 
whatsoever from the BC’s in policy making. 
 
             Government of India subsequently realized that a great majority of the population ,namely ,BCs were prevented from enjoying 
the fruits of independence and democratic polity by their inadequate representation in important spheres of decision making, and to 
improve the situation  provided reservations to the BCs in accordance with the Clause 1V,Article 16 of the Constitution but gave the 
responsibility and power concerned only to the state governments ,there by weakening at the central level. 
             Our Constitution declares that our country is a welfare state. That is in welfare state, the Government is committed to provide 
protection and equal opportunity to various weaker sections like SC and ST and BC s ,women and children .They are given fair and just 
socio-economic ,cultural and political opportunities. 
 
              Further, India is a democratic nation which means that every citizen should be given political and constitutionally guaranteed 
and equal opportunity. If there are no reservations, the position of the weaker sections will be much worse and more miserable. That is 
why reservations are necessary in political sphere also.11 
 
Inequalities in Indian Society 

Social consciousness is lacking still in this Independent society. Day to day struggles against discriminations and atrocities are 
being carried o by the   local  community with the local leadership .Most of the issues such as land issues , temple entry , social boycott, 
atrocities etc are taken up the local activist in their respective villages. The sense of pollution and purity is still evident in rural areas of 
India. None of the Dalit has been accepted as equal by the caste Hindus. Hotels are still barred for them and two glass system is still 
practiced in the rural villages .Temples are still barred for them and they are not allowed to participate in religious processions. 

 
           Every state in India has numerous Dalit castes which are different by name and occupations, and there has been a tendency to 
compare one’s own caste and status with another Dalit caste in another state or region with similarities in occupation. 
 
Facts Discovered in Warangal District 

Sl. 
No. 

Gigantic view of Untouchability                           No. of Villages Counting 

1. Observing Untouchability                                                    370  
2. Castes, Discrimination During festivals 270  
3. Caste Abuse                                                                       304  
4. Atrocities on women                                                            44  
5. Difference in wages                                                         400           13 
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Political Participation of Dalits 
              Dalit Women are excluded from decision making. They are not in a -position to exercise their power. Wherever Dalit women 
have contested, they have faced stiff opposition and even been brutally attacked. Dalit women are powerful and militant. They are now 
fighting for political power within this caste system. There are instances where Dalit women have been elected into local governance 
and through the reservation policy nominated as the president of the local governing unit called Panchayat. A Dalit women President is 
not allowed to sit on a chair if the other caste members do not allow this. There are several traditional practices and customs that violate 
human rights. 
 
            It also is a form of upper caste manipulation to control the lives of Dalits.Further lack of medical services, allows for such 
practices to flourish. Dalits facing Human Rights violations is a legion. A random sampling of headlines in mainstream Indian newspaper 
tells their story. Right to vote is also lost by dalits. In our society all human beings has to be touches equal, in order to show this equality 
right to vote is given. One man, one vote and one value to all is the main motive by Dr.B.R.Ambedkar .In villages dalits are facing 
money problems which were not discussed by the politicians , may be because of this they lost their seats. 
 
          Provision of Right in the constitution by itself is unimportant unless it is accompanied by a sense of adequate responsibility on 
the part of the Government and also the right becoming enforceable in the court of Law. Even though the reservation  exist, according 
to Constitutional provisions at no point of time in the last 70 years, they have been implemented. A detailed analysis show that the 
implementation has all along been partial, because there was  no commitment of political parties and administration. Reservations for 
employment in India are according to various provisions and laws under the Constitution of India. Reservations for employment have 
been in existence for about seven decades. The reservation provisions for employment are almost getting vanished in Government sector 
because of Liberlisation, Privatisation and Globalisation policies. There cannot be social change, social justice and equality in this 
country if 80 percent of India’s population does not have access to employment. 
 

Present status of implementation of reservations is further getting diluted in view of privatization in the country. The report of 
a working group for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for the tenth Plan clearly indicates that he employment opportunities for 
Scheduled Castes in Government and public sector units is further getting drastically reduced. Political Parties and the media have never 
discussed the non –implementation of reservation and the impact of privatization on employment opportunities for weaker section. The 
issue of Liberlisation, Globlisation, Privatisation has enoromous impact on SCs, STs and BCs and particular threats to their employment 
opportunities. This threat is unfortunately is not a national issue for India’s casteist leaders and commercial media.  
 
Law and inequality 
            The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 An Act to prescribe punishment for the preaching and practice of ‘untouchability’ for 
the enforcement of any disability arising there from and for matters connected there with. It has enacted by the Parliament in sixth year 
of the Republic of India.SC, ST Atrocities Act,1989 An Act to prevent the commission of offences of atrocities against the members of 
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, to provide special Courts for the trial of such offences and for the relief and rehabilitation 
of the victims of such offences and for the matters connected. 
 
            It has enacted by the Parliament in the Fortieth year of the Republic of India. After this Dr. Justice K. Punnaiah, Retired Judge. 
The single member Commission of Enquiry to enquire into the practice of untouchability against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
and suggest measures for eradictation of untouchability and prevention of such Atrocities. The commission in its report underlined the 
need to take up programmers on the issues of untouchability, prohibition of SC and STs from the village wells and temples in the state. 
The government would take up programmes to create awareness among the people to eradicate untouchability and social problems.   
 
               The National Commission For Backward Classes Act,1993 was outcome of the direction of the Supreme Court in Mandal 
Case. The Commission established on August 14, 1993.It constituted under Act, to look the problem arising to address the problem of 
caste discrimination. The government has appointed numerous commissions of inquiry, like the Justice Punnaiah Commission, to find 
out more about the status of the Dalits in the country and to explore remedial measures. The recommendations stress the vital role that 
education can play and the need for an active role for the police and the District Administration. The above all Acts came into existence 
but no of the Act was correctly implemented. All the inequalities are still in existence as we are all seeing in our daily life. 
 
            Inequalities like not to enter into temple, basing on the Caste not to flag hoist though standing as official, not to take charge as a 
veda pandit in temples as discriminating on bases of caste, there are often obvious salary differences among across gender and race 
groups. In the work place, there is sometimes wage discrimination, political inequality in which there is no civic equality in front of the 
law. Economic development can lead to reduced poverty for the individual and for society. An equal society is based on the principle of 
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the equal rights of all people regardless of gender, religion or belief, disability or origin which also serve as a basis for an equitable 
distribution of resources, and economic and political influence in society. In spite of the Constitutional provisions, the operation of the 
Untouchability Offences Act and judicial pronouncements, India cannot yet claim to have rooted out the evil of inequality completely. 
In fight against social evils, legislation is only one of many weapons. To adopt an article in the Constitution against untouchability and 
make it a fundamental right, or pass an Act of Parliament making its practice an offence, and then expect overnight to have a society 
devoid of this centuries –old evil, would be too optimistic. 
 
Summing Up 

There is no room for complacency in spite of the existence of these enactments. Legislation is a poor remedy for prejudices. 
The battle against every form of untouchability and social inequality has to be carried to the hearts and minds of prejudiced people 
through mass contact, the mustering of public opinion and social action. Simultaneously, there must be a vigilant watch over offenders 
with a view to punishing every aggressive manifestation of caste discrimination. In the lastly, I concluding with the Ambedkar Quote 
“A People and their religion must be judged by Social Standards based on social ethics. No other standard would have any meaning if 
religion held to be necessary good for the well-being of the people. 
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