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Abstract 

 "Education is one of the most important means of empowering women with the knowledge, skills and self-confidence 
necessary to participate fully in the development process." It leads to higher productivity, efficiency and better socio-economic 
development. Participatory democracy and economic independence are the central elements of empowerment. Empowering the 
marginalized Tribal women through education will contribute a lot to national development. Stepping into empowerment is a far distant 
dream for the Tribal women. The educational status of Tribal women is very low compared to their male counterparts. Education of 
women is conceived as one of the most powerful weapons in the development of a nation. Empowerment of tribal women is challenging 
issue in the present scenario. Without empowerment of tribal women, meaningful inclusive growth of the country is not possible. 
Empowerment of Tribal Women For the accelerated socio-economic development of any community, the active participation of women 
is essential. In a social set up like India’s, their participation has to be ensured through tangible measures, taken at various levels, which 
result in their empowerment in the real sense. Empowerment of women is one of the concepts that has developed in connection with 
improving their status. Empowerment includes higher literacy levels, education, better healthcare, equal ownership of productive 
resources, increased participation in economic and commercial sectors, awareness of rights and responsibilities, improved standards of 
living, self-reliance, self-esteem and self-confidence. 

 
Keywords: Tribe, Women empowerment, Education. 
 
Introduction 

Empowerment of tribal women can be measured through the power they have over economic resources to earn income and 
their per capita income, access to education, access and availability of professional opportunities and participation in economic decision 
making and their access to political opportunities. Access to education is the key for economic, social and political empowerment of 
tribal women. Tribal women empowerment through education is a possible means for inclusive growth. It has direct impact on various 
aspects of tribal development. Educational attainment increases women‟s understanding on the present socio-political structure and the 
existing hurdles on their development. Empowering the marginalized tribal women through education will contribute a lot to national 
development. The educational status of tribal women is very low compared their counterparts in other communities. Education is a 
powerful tool for national development. It has the power to raise the status of tribal women. Education is a means to empower the 
marginalized tribal women.  

 
Status of Tribal Women 

The status of women in a society is a significant reflection of the level of social justice in that society. Women’s status is often 
described in terms of their level of income, employment, education, health and fertility as well as their roles with in the family, the 
community and society. In tribal communities, the role of women is substantial and crucial. They constitute about half the total 
population but in tribal society women are more important than in other social groups, because they work harder and the family economy 
and management depend on them. Even after industrialization and the resultant commercialization swamped the tribal economy, women 
continued to play a significant role. Collection of minor forest produce is done mostly by women and children. Many also work as 
laborers in industries, households and construction, contributing to their family income. Despite exploitation by contractors and 
managers, tribals are more sincere and honest than non-tribals. 
 
 
Education of Tribal Women: National Overview 

India is the second populous country in the world with 6.77 crores of tribal population. Most of the tribal people are poor, 
illiterate and inhibited in inaccessible forests and hilly areas. They lag behind in all spheres of life in comparison with other sections of 
the population. The government of India has launched number of schemes for the promotion of education and welfare among the tribes 
in general and different new initiatives for the women section in particular. In spite of these efforts, the rate of literacy has not improved. 
In case of the primitive tribes, it is very poor and among women, it is very low. Literacy is the key for socio-economic development of 
any section or region, and this is the reason that the tribal community all over India have subjected to various forms of deprivation such 
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as alienation from land and other resources. Especially the tribal women though they are away from the main stream of national life, but 
they are not kept away from the impact of socio – economic changes effecting the society in general. 

 
Education of Tribal Women: Overview of Odisha 

According to the fourth, all India Educational survey only 83% of tribal population covered by primary schools within the 
habits or within 1 km of the same. Thus 17% of tribal population depended on elementary schools, which were more than 1 km away 
from their habits, out of these 13.96% did not have a school within 1.5 km and 8.37% did not have a school within 2kms. This contrasts 
with the general situation in which 92.82% of the population covered by schools within the habitat or within 1kmtherefore, more than 
2j5,000 tribal habitats had no schooling facility. The coverage at the secondary level becomes still more unfavorable. While 82.18%of 
the population had a secondary school within 8kmsonly 51.89%of the scheduled tribe could claims this facility. At the higher secondary 
level, 41.08%of the general covered by a school within 8km whether only 18.08% of the STs had that facility in the state. 

 
Education of Tribal Women: Overview of Kandhamal 

Kandhamal district in the current form was carved out of erstwhile undivided Boudh Kandhamal district of Odisha. The district 
is centrally located and has a hilly terrain. About 65.38 percent of the district is under forest cover. The literacy levels in the district have 
remained below the State average. However, the situation has begun to improve in recent years. The literacy rate in Kandhamal has 
increased by 25.60 percentage point from 27.08 percent in 1981 to 52.68 percent in 2001 as against the 22.11 percentage point 
improvement at the State level from 40.97 percent in 1981 to 63.08 percent in 2001. The literacy rate has increased to 65.12 percent, 
with the male literacy rate of 78.41 percent and the female literacy rate of 52.46 percent, in 2011 census. The district shows high gender 
and social disparities in literacy levels. However, the gender literacy gap has come down from 33.93 percentage points in 2001 to 25.75 
percentage points in 2011. The female tribal literacy increased more than six times from 4.74 percent in 1981 to 26.87 percent in 2001. 
It was however, still lower than the districts female literacy level in 2001. The schemes like NPEGEL, KGBV and 100-seated ST/SC 
girls’ hostels have been put in place to address the challenge of low tribal female literacy and to improve their enrolments, retention and 
learning achievements in schools.  

 
The census 2001 data indicated that literates with high school or higher qualifications were only 16.93 percent in Kandhamal 

against the State average of 25.11 percent indicating higher dropouts at elementary and secondary education levels. The DHDR primary 
survey found that 75.19 percent males and 50.24 percent female attained some kind of functional literacy levels even though some of 
them had not obtained any formal education. The results also showed that the levels of educational attainments have recently improved 
and that the gender gap has also narrowed down. Enrolments and enrolment ratios for the district have improved over the years due to 
extensive social mobilisation and Information Education Communication (IEC) activities by SSA. 

 
There was a growth of 65 percent in primary enrolments and 31.4 percent in upper primary enrolments from 2006- 07 to 2008-

09. It is interesting to note that in all social groups, enrolments for girls are found to be higher than those of boys. Further Net Enrolment 
Ratio (NER) for primary level in Kandhamal has improved from 81.45 percent in 2006-07 to 90.96 percent in 2008-09. At the upper 
primary level, NER has shown significant improvement from 41.87 percent in 2006-07 to 79.73 percent in 2008-09. The enrolment 
trends indicate that NER at the primary level is higher than that at the upper primary level, though the difference has reduced significantly 
over the years. The district fares poorly in terms of social development indicators. It has a literacy rate of 65.12 percent with female 
literacy at only 52.46 percent as per census 2011. While the literacy rate of 65.12 percent is an improvement on the 52.68 percent in 
1991, it is still lower than the State and National averages of 73.45 percent and 74.04 percent respectively. Female literacy has improved 
from 11.26 percent in 1981 to 52.46 percent in 2011. The ST female literacy has improved from 4.74 percent to 26.87 percent during 
the same period. 

 
Kandhamal has a Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of 94.38 percent with a dropout rate of 1.45 percent and overall repetition rate 

of 9.38 at the primary level. For Upper Primary level, the GER is 104.96 percent; dropout rate is 6.78 while the overall repetition rate is 
3.319. As per the DISE data 2007-08, 2.44 and 7.36 percent of children are out of school in the age group of 6-11 and 11-14 years 
respectively. As per district SSA Annual Plan 2008, 86.81 percent habitations in the district have access to primary schools within a 
distance of one km. 

 
Women Empowerment 

Women are a major force behind people’s participation, in the life of society today, not only do they comprise the majority of 
those excluded from participation but they play a leading role in the emergence of groups, organizations and movement, worldwide and 
are becoming increasingly active in their communities, governments and the international arena (Karl, 1995). Women gain greater share 
of control over many resources such as knowledge, information, ideas including financial resources that involved access to money and 
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control over decision making in the home, community, society and nation through empowerment (Kulshreshtha, 2010). Empowerment 
in the context of women’s development is a way of challenging and overcoming barriers in a women’s life through which she enhances 
her ability to shape her life and environment. It is an active, multidimensional process, which enables women to realize her full identity 
and power in all spheres of life. Mahatma Gandhi rightly commented that “when a man is educated, an individual is educated; when 
women is educated, a family and a country are educated” 

 
Education and Empowerment 

Education is central to the process of empowerment, since consciousness raising essentially a process of education. Education, 
in the context of empowerment is a weapon of great potency, as it provides exposure and access to new ideas and way of thinking, and 
triggered a demand for change. In the absence of education that is relevant to existing knowledge and real needs, women are unable to 
get access to formal sector jobs, make career advancement, participate in decision making at all levels, and be represented in government 
and gain political influence. 

 
Educated women become more affective at improving their own well-being and their family’s welfare. They are better equipped 

to extract the most benefit from available services and existing opportunities, and to generate alternative opportunities, roles and support 
structures. These empowering effects of women’s education are manifested in a variety of ways, including increased income earning 
potential, ability to bargain for resources within the household, decision making autonomy, control over their own sexuality, and 
participation in public life (Jose and Thampy 2006). 

 
Tribal women and education 

Education is essential for tribal women to be able to participate and benefit from the development process. Education can help 
women to enhance their literacy skills, better hygiene, caring for family health, utilization of their leisure time to develop their vocational 
skills for their economic enhancement, to fight against exploitation and to conquer the disadvantage and discrimination which they 
suffer from and that is indeed the greater and foremost empowerment, when women are educated their dependence automatically 
disappears or at least decreases. Education increases women’s awareness and lead to their overall development, thereby helping the 
nation to prosper. Education is being spread over tribal area through constant motivation. Tribal women are now obtaining education 
and educated tribal women are also providing education to other students and their family members. The educated tribal women also 
encourage the female education among them for the upliftment of their society. A large percentage of tribal women are illiterate but 
both the literate and illiterate tribal women are contributing in the development of education as by sending their children to school and 
college by obtaining education of different levels and by providing education to other members of the society. 

 
Problems of Tribal Education in the Society 

 Medium of language – Language is one of the important constraints of tribal children which prevents them access to education.  
 The Location of the Village - The physical barriers create a hindrance for the children of a tribal village to attend the school in 

a neighboring village.  
 Economic Condition - The economic condition of tribal people is so poor that they do not desire to spare their children or their 

labour power and allow them to attend schools.  
 Attitude of the parents - As education does not yield any immediate economic return, the tribal parents prefer to engage their 

children in remunerative employment which supplements the family income.  
 Teacher Related Problems -In the remote tribal areas the teacher absenteeism is a regular phenomenon and this affects largely 

the quality of education.  
 Lack of Proper monitoring- Proper monitoring is hindered by poor coordination between the Tribal Welfare Department and 

School Education Department.  
Measures and Role of Education for Empowerment of Tribal Women: 

 Literacy campaign - Proper awareness campaign should be organized to create the awareness about the importance of education. 
Extensive literacy campaign in the tribal dominated districts may be undertaken on a priority basis to literate the tribal.  

 Attitude of the tribal parents - The attitude of the tribal parents toward education should be improved through proper counseling 
and guidance.  

  Relevant study materials in local languages - All study materials should be supplied in local languages of tribes.  
 Appointment of Local teachers and female teachers - It is suggested to appoint more tribal teachers and female teachers in the 

tribal areas. The ecological, cultural, psychological characteristics of tribal children should be considered carefully by the teachers 
in tribal areas.  
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 Stipends and various scholarships - Since higher education among the tribes is less, special ST scholarships should be provided 
to the tribal students perusing higher education, particularly in medical, engineering, and other vocational streams.  

 Residential schools - More residential schools should be established in each state and districts and extended up to PG level in 
tribal areas.  

 Social security- Social security of students, especially of adolescent girls is of great concern in residential schools. 
 Proper Monitoring - Higher level officials should check the functioning of schools frequently relating to the teaching methods, 

working hours, and attendance registers.  
 
Conclusion 

Though the development of the tribes is taking place in India, but the pace of development has been rather slow. If govt. will 
not take some drastic steps for the development of tribal education, the status of education among tribes will be a story of distress, 
despair and death. Hence time has come to think it seriously about tribal education and inclusive growth. So, there is an urgent need for 
various govt. interventions, planners and policy makers to address this problem and allocate more funds in the central and state budgets 
for tribal education. Easy access and more opportunities should be provided to the tribal children in order to bring them to the mainstream 
of economic development. 
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