
 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.05.57 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:5(3), May: 2022 
Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 

Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 
Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 

Article Received: 2nd May 2022   
 Publication Date:10th June 2022 

Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
98 

 

A STUDY ON ETIOLOGY OF HONOUR KILLING IN INDIA: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS 
 

Ms. Jamuna. K. V 
Assistant Professor 

Department of Forensic Science, Jain (deemed-to-be) University 
Bangalore, Karnataka, India 

 
 
Abstract 

Honour killing is considered as one of the heinous crimes our society is facing despite the development of science and 
technology. According to a UN report, about 5,000 girls and women are killed around the world due to honour killings which are 
generally reported in south Asia, the Middle East, Iran, Canada, the US, the UK, and so on. India is also not exceptional, the crime 
statistics released by the NCRB show that in the year 2018, about 30 cases were registered as honour killing in India. As per the NCRB 
report, in India, the state of Uttar Pradesh witnessed more number of honour killing cases, and if we could compare the cases registered 
in-states with Union territories one could notice very few cases were registered in union territories. The researcher identified many 
causes for the occurrence of these crimes such as, lack of education, the mentality of the people, refusal to arrange marriages, marrying 
outside the caste or community, love affairs, and so on. Some of the measures were suggested by the researcher like the development of 
education, strict laws and punishments, creating awareness Programmes, and so on. It is evident from the data that even though a very 
less number of cases were registered we need strict laws to punish the offenders in the country and through the fear of punishment we 
could curb the most heinous kind of crime in our society. The role of citizens is also very important in terms of controlling and reporting 
the cases in society. 
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Introduction 

Crime is considered a part of any society. There are several forms of crime among them honour killing is considered as one of 
the major types of crime.it is defined as killing a person for honour. It is considered a sin in society. Under honour killing a man or 
woman will be killed by the family members for marrying against their will and wish or for marrying outside their caste. The government 
of India has taken some steps to eradicate this heinous kind of crime in society, such as the law commission has drafted a bill titled 
“Prohibition of Unlawful Assembly 2011”. Under this bill, the culprits were punished who are ordered for the killing of couples that are 
accused of love marriage. Also, there are several cases where the judiciary has given pronouncements against these extra-constitutional 
bodies. But even though we have a strong judiciary and criminal law in our country still we could notice honor killing cases are reported 
in various states. But according to statistics, the highest number of cases has been reported in the state of Uttar Pradesh. These crimes 
are against our constitution and it violates the human rights of the people in the country. It also harms the nation's integration, respect 
for diversity and concept of tolerance, and so on.  

 
Literature review: One of the studies conducted by D’Lima1, Solotaroff, and Pande, (2020) indicates that honour killing in India and 
Pakistan is happening for the sake of family and tradition. To protect the honour and tradition of the family people are involved in an 
honour killing. It also shows that the crime of honour is occurring among women of different age groups, a different religion, and 
education, economic and social status in the society. Bidani, Sango (2010) discussed the origin and causes of honour killings and the 
various laws present for the protection of honour killing victims. Neeraja, P (2013) discussed the causes, consequences, and strategies 
to stop Honour Killing and identified that the mindset of the people needs to change. Vishwanath, Jyothi, and Palakonda, Srinivas C 
(2011) observed that the male dominant society is one of the causes for Honour Killing and the researcher says that the general public 
and the lawmakers need to play a major role in controlling honour killing in the society. Kachhwaha, Kavita (2011) discussed the role 
of Khap Panchayat in society and their dominance, and their illegal and immoral verdicts are also considered. This study further suggests 
some remedies to reduce the dominance of Khap Panchayats. 
 
Laws in India related to honour killing 
The Indian Penal Code:  
Section 300:  Murder is defined as, 

 (Firstly) - Except in the cases hereinafter excepted, culpable homicide is murder, if the act by which the death is caused is done 
to cause death, or 
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 (Secondly) - If it is done to cause such bodily injury as the offender knows to be likely to cause the death of the person to whom 
the harm is caused, or 

 (Thirdly) - If it is done to cause bodily injury to any person and the bodily injury intended to be inflicted is sufficient in the 
ordinary course of nature to cause death, or 

 (Fourthly) - If the person committing the act knows that it is so imminently dangerous that it must, in all probability, cause death 
or such bodily injury as is likely to cause death, and commits such act without any excuse for incurring the risk of causing death 
or such injury as aforesaid. 
 
Under section 300 we can see honour killing as, whether the murder is related to honour or not.   Normally the majority of honour 

killings are pre-planned, intentional, and well carried out by the family members and the society. So, the concept of honour killing 
directly comes under section 300 of the Indian penal code. All cases related to honour killing can be considered murder.        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Constitution of India 

The act of honour killing is against articles 14, 15, 19, and 21 of the Indian constitution. Article 14 of the Indian constitution 
gives the right to equality before the law to every person in the Country. Article 15 forbids the state from discriminating the citizens on 
grounds of religion, race, sex, caste, and place of birth. It also violates articles 19 and 21 of the constitution. Such kinds of brutal murders 
in the name of honour killing are definitely against our constitution. Thus, the act of honour killing is considered as one of the brutal 
acts which violate the constitutional rights of the individual in society. 
 
The special marriage Act, 1954 

This act was enacted to give a special form of marriage for the people of India and all Indians residing in foreign countries, 
irrespective of the religion or faith followed by either party, to perform the intended marriage. 

 
The scheduled castes and scheduled tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 

The parliament of India enacted this act to stop the cases of brutality and abuse against the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes. The main purpose of this act was to promote the social involvement of Dalits in Indian society. The Acts such as forcing an 
SC/ST to eat or drink any inedible or obnoxious substance, removing clothes, parading naked or with painted face or body, assaulting, 
dishonouring, and outraging the modesty of an SC/ST woman, sexual exploitation of an SC/ST woman, forcing an SC/ST to leave his 
or her house or village as punishable. The Act is linked to honour killings because numerous incidents of honour killing are about caste 
and religion. 

 
The protection of women from domestic violence Act, 2005: This act provides protection to women from various kinds of 

domestic violence. 
 

Methodology 
The objective of the study was to examine the rate and causes of honour killings in India. The present study is aimed to 

understand the causes of honour killing. The data was collected through secondary sources. It comprises records published by the 
Ministry of home affairs &NCRB, various research articles, and internet sources. A qualitative analysis has been conducted to analyze 
the data. 
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Interpretation and Analysis 
Table 1: State/UT-wise cases registered under murder (section 302 IPC) and culpable homicide not amounting to murder 
(section 304 IPC) for the motive of honour killing during 2014-2016 

 
 
 
 
SL 

 
 
 
 
State/UT 

2014 2015 2016 

 
 
Murder (Section 302
IPC) 

Culpable Homicide not
amounting to Murder
(Section 304 IPC) 

 
 
Murder (Section 302
IPC) 

Culpable 
Homicide not
amounting to
Murder (Section 
304 IPC) 

 
 
Murder (Section 302 
IPC) 

Culpable 
Homicide not
amounting to
Murder 
(Section 304
IPC) 

1 Andhra Pradesh 0 0 2 0 2 0 

2 Arunachal Pradesh 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3 Assam 0 0 0 0 0 0 

4 Bihar 0 0 0 0 3 0 

5 Chhattisgarh 0 0 2 0 1 0 

6 Goa 0 0 0 0 0 0 
7 Gujarat 2 0 21 4 10 0 

8 Haryana 1 0 2 0 2 0 

9 Himachal Pradesh 0 0 0 0 0 0 

10 Jammu & Kashmir 3 0 1 0 0 0 

11 Jharkhand 0 0 0 0 0 0 

12 Karnataka 2 0 0 0 0 0 

13 Kerala 0 0 3 2 0 0 

14 Madhya Pradesh 7 0 14 0 18 0 

15 Maharashtra 5 0 1 0 8 0 

16 Manipur 0 0 0 0 0 0 

17 Meghalaya 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18 Mizoram 0 0 0 0 0 0 
19 Nagaland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

20 Odisha 0 0 0 0 0 0 

21 Punjab 5 0 8 0 8 0 

22 Rajasthan 0 0 2 0 0 0 

23 Sikkim 0 0 0 0 0 0 
24 Tamil Nadu 0 0 1 0 1 0 

25 Telangana 0 0 1 16 0 0 

26 Tripura 0 0 0 0 0 0 

27 Uttar Pradesh 1 0 131 37 16 6 

28 Uttarakhand 0 0 0 0 0 0 

29 West Bengal 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 TOTAL STATE(S) 26 0 189 59 69 6 

30 A & N Islands 0 0 1 0 0 0 

31 Chandigarh 0 0 0 0 0 0 

32 D&N Haveli 0 0 0 0 0 0 

33 Daman & Diu 0 0 0 0 0 0 

34 Delhi UT 0 0 2 0 2 0 

35 Lakshadweep 0 0 0 0 0 0 

36 Puducherry 2 0 0 0 0 0 

 TOTAL UT(S) 2 0 3 0 2 0 

 TOTAL (ALL INDIA) 28 0 192 59 71 6 

Source: Crime in India, Ministry of home affairs &NCRB 
 

The above table indicates the State and UT-wise cases registered under murder (section 302 IPC) and culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder (section 304 IPC) for the motive of honour killing during 2014-2016 listed by NCRB. As per NCRB data in the 
years 2015 and 2016 the state of Uttar Pradesh shows the highest cases of murder and culpable homicide not amounting to murder 
registered. The state of Madya Pradesh stands second and the state of Gujarat stands in third place. If we could notice union territories 
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statistics only in Delhi, we can notice a very few cases have been registered in 2015 and 2016. Many research shows that in Uttar Pradesh 
apart from honour killing, the love affair was another major reason for killing. The NCRB report also showed an increase in murders 
resulting from love affairs and illegal relationships. In 2015, A total of 192 cases of honour killing were reported in the country, and out 
that 131 were alone committed in UP. Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh reported 21 cases and 14 cases respectively. Of the total of 192 
honour killings reported from the country in 2015, 60% of the reported cases came from the state. In sharp contrast to just one honour 
killing case reported in UP in 2014, the number shot up to 131 in 2015. If we compare the statistics of union territories with states, we 
can notice there were fewer cases registered in union territories. So, we could notice the difference between cases registered in the union 
territories and states. 
 
Causes for honour killing in India 

 Refusal to arrange marriage: This is considered as one of the reasons for honour killing. In many cases we could notice refusal 
to arrange marriage was one of the major causes for honour killing cases happening in the country. 

 Marrying a person outside the caste or religion: Marrying a person outside the caste or religion is also one of the causes of honour 
killing in the country.  

 Engaging in lesbian and gay relationships or engaging in pre-marital or extra-marital sexual activity also identified as a cause for 
honour killing in the country. 

 The mentality of the people: one more major cause for honour killing is the mental set of the people in the country. Some of the 
people are not ready to accept their children marrying outside the caste and religion. 

 Talking to an unknown male: Talking with an unrelated or unknown male is identified as one of the reasons for honour killing 
in India. 

 Consensual sexual relations outside marriage: Extramarital relationship is one of the reasons for honour killing in India. When a 
married person involves a relationship with someone other than their spouse it leads to violence also in the family. So it is also 
considered as one of the causes of honour killing in India. 

 Being a victim of rape: It is noticed that being a victim of sexual assault also sometimes leads to honour killing in India. The 
family members think that she destroyed their family honour in front of society. 

 Seeking a divorce, or refusing to marry the man chosen by one's family is also considered as one of the reasons for honour killing. 
 Romantic Relations (Real or Alleged) Before Marriage is also considered as one of the reasons for honour killing. 
 Lack of education: Illiteracy plays a major role in the increase of crimes in society. 
 Khap Panchayat: This is dominated by the upper-caste male population. The absence of Panchayat Samiti in some of the areas 

leads to a brutal kind of governance. 
 
Preventive measures to control honour killing 

 Awareness programme: There is a need for an awareness programme to create awareness among the people to stop this very 
heinous kind of crime. Especially in rural places, special activities should be conducted to make the people more educated. 
Creating awareness among the people that such killings are not a solution to the complexities of society. 

 Implementation of strict laws and punishments: There is a need for strict laws and punishments to stop this act in society. The 
fear of punishment leads to the reduction of criminal activity in society. Even those who involve in the act should be punished 
severely. 

 Development of education: Education should be provided to everyone in society. Lack of education leads to many hazardous acts 
in society. Education should be reachable to every section of society. 

 Separate laws: There is the need for separate laws for the punishment of offenders and also to support the victim's family and the 
legal protection should be given to them. 
 

Conclusion 
The crime of honour is considered one of the most heinous kinds of crime in history. Many factors contribute to the crime such 

as lack of education, the mentality of the people, refusal to an arranged marriage, and so on. This heinous crime is not acceptable in 
society, it is considered the most inhuman and brutal kind of discrimination and violence against women and girls.  We can conclude 
that the crime of honour killing varies in different parts of India. We could notice the practice is continuing in some of the parts like 
Uttar Pradesh. Haryana, Delhi, etc. the government needs to implement strict laws and rules to stop this crime in the society and the 
level of punishment also should be increased so that we can curb this heinous act in the society. 
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