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Abstract 

The fundamental target of the adolescent equity framework is to restore youthful wrongdoers and allow them a subsequent 
opportunity. There are different motivations behind why youngsters are engaged with crime. The primary explanation is their cerebrums 
are not completely evolved and they don't have a total feeling of off-base and right. Youngsters who have been presented to liquor or 
medications and are casualties of misuse or savagery are bound to perpetrate violations. At the point when guardians have poor nurturing 
abilities, harmful home, viciousness in the home, a solitary parent who left their kids for quite a while solo. The impact of information, 
films, web series, online media, and absence of instruction are additionally justifications for why youngsters enjoy crimes. In 2006 
Amendment was made in the Juvenile Act to clarify that immaturity is considered from the date when a wrongdoing is perpetrated. 
Revision likewise clarifies that in no condition adolescent can be placed in prison or police headquarters lockup. This paper will focus 
on the crimes committed by juveniles in the year 2018, 2019 and 2020 in the 10 states of India (Bihar, Goa, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh) and two Union territories (Chandigarh and Delhi). The data has been taken 
from Crimes in India 2020 statistics volume 1, National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, New 
Delhi. 
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Introduction 

Regulation should be merciful now and then. That mercy should be visible in the treatment of First Time Offenders and Juvenile 
Offenders (Juveniles), when they are viewed as a legitimate fault for an offense. Unique Care has been given to these classifications in 
light of the fact that the State should safeguard the life and appendage of the adolescent and they will not be pushed to correctional 
facilities due to inconsequential offenses. Every one of the endeavors should be placed in to transforming them, not vindicating them. 
The adolescent equity framework concerns youngsters who have clashed with the law and need care and assurance. Youngsters are 
viewed as the best resource of any general public or Nation to that end kids ought to be developed as mindful residents, awake, in great 
shape, and ethically sound so they can add to the advancement of society. Because of different reasons, youngsters enjoy wrongdoing. 
In India, an individual underneath the age of 18 years is viewed as an adolescent. There is a distinction among minors and minors. Minor 
is an individual who has not accomplished the period of full legitimate liability and the adolescent is a minor who has submitted some 
offense or necessities care and insurance. In India, any kid beneath the age of 7 years cannot be sentenced for any wrongdoing in view 
of the principle of Doli incapax which implies unequipped for shaping aim to carry out a wrongdoing. 

 
The fundamental target of the adolescent equity framework is to restore youthful wrongdoers and allow them a subsequent 

opportunity. There are different motivations behind why youngsters are engaged with crime. The primary explanation is their cerebrums 
are not completely evolved and they don't have a total feeling of off-base and right. Youngsters who have been presented to liquor or 
medications and are casualties of misuse or savagery are bound to perpetrate violations. At the point when guardians have poor nurturing 
abilities, harmful home, viciousness in the home, a solitary parent who left their kids for quite a while solo. The impact of information, 
films, web series, online media, and absence of instruction are additionally justifications for why youngsters enjoy crimes. The 
adolescent equity framework is taken from western nations. The main regulation for the adolescent equity framework is The Apprentices 
Act, 1850 and after that Indian Penal Code (IPC), Reformatory School Act (1897), Code of Criminal methodology (1898) and 
Recommendations by the Indian Jail Committee in 1920, which referenced different treatment for the youthful wrongdoers from grown-
up guilty parties. In 1920 Madras high court instituted the Children Act. Afterward, different states likewise ordered the Children Act. 
As indicated by this demonstration, kids were tested by the adolescent court. 

 
After the freedom of India, the constitution gave a few arrangements under the crucial privileges and Directive standards of 

state strategy to secure and foster youngsters. The Government of India passed the Children Act 1960. This act denied the detainment 
of youngsters in any conditions and given care, government assistance, preparing, training, upkeep, assurance, and recovery. This act is 
just material in Union Territories. This Act presented three tire establishments frameworks. Perception home whiles the court procedures 
of the court, youngsters' home for ignored kids, a unique school for delinquent kids. Adolescent equity act 1986 came into power to give 
consistency of the Children Act and set the norm for assurance of adolescents according to the 1959 United Nations statement of the 
youngster. The Government of India canceled the Juvenile Justice Act (JJA) and concocted another Act, the Juvenile Justice (care and 
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insurance of youngsters) Act. This act gives an all the clearer meaning of adolescent. It says an adolescent is an individual who is 
younger than 18 years. It has much better phrasing, for example, 'struggle with the law' and 'need care and security'. Adolescents who 
have a contention with regulation took care of by the adolescent equity board and adolescents who need care and assurance dealt with 
by the youngster government assistance panel. In 2006 Amendment was made in the Juvenile Act to clarify that immaturity is considered 
from the date when a wrongdoing is perpetrated. Revision likewise clarifies that in no condition adolescent can be placed in prison or 
police headquarters lockup. The metropolitan judge or legal officer surveys the pendency of the board at regular intervals. Before the 
Juvenile Justice Act of 2015, 2000 and 1986, there existed the Children Act of 1960 that meant to give impacts to the worldwide reactions 
towards the issue of Juvenile Justice by which they gave a uniform arrangement that safeguarded the interests and freedoms of a Juvenile 
and that took a gander at care, treatment, recovery and advancement of a youngster fundamentally. 

 
Be that as it may, with the new improvements in the worldwide local area and resulting development of the association of 

Juveniles in wrongdoing, the Indian officials are constrained to approach with new, moderate, and stricter regulations for the concerned 
Juvenile framework in the country. Thus, the Juvenile Justice demonstration of 1986 then Juvenile Justice demonstration of 2000 and 
as of late the Juvenile Justice demonstration of 2015 was passed by the Parliament. When previous Chief Justice of India, Justice V.K. 
Krishna Iyer expressed that ‘we really want corrective code on the grounds that the child is the father of a man and on the off chance 
that we're dismissing the underdevelopment in children, we would be at fault for some deficiencies and mistakes connected with leaving 
our youngsters’. 

 
This paper will focus on the crimes committed by juveniles in the year 2018, 2019 and 2020 in the 10 states of India (Bihar, 

Goa, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh) and 2 Union territories (Chandigarh and 
Delhi) of India as per the data provided by the states and Union territory.  

 
Table 1: Crimes committed by Juveniles (State wise) 

S. no. Name of the state 2018 2019 2020 Actual population 
of children (in 
lakhs) (2011) 

Rate of total 
Crime 
juveniles 
(2020) 

1 Bihar 671 1,560 2,090 475.0 1.7 
2 Goa 20 27 25 3.8 6.5 
3 Gujarat 2,040 2,025 1,812 209.2 8.7 
4 Jharkhand 79 76 59 138.4 0.4 
5 Madhya Pradesh 5,232 5,522 4,819 287.6 16.8 
6 Maharashtra  5,880 5,189 4,079 361.1 11.3 
7 Punjab 236 246 267 87.4 3.1 
8 Rajasthan 2,068 2,397 2,386 281.4 8.5 
9 Tamil Nadu 2,304 2,686 3,394 206.6 16.4 
10 Uttar Pradesh 1,048 976 1,282 853.3 1.5 
                  Total  19,578 20,704 20,213 3,208 74.9 

 
●Actual Population of Children as per the Population Census 2011 (RGI).  
   due to non availability of such figures for the year 2020.             
● As per data provided by States/UTs  
● Crime Rate is calculated as Crime Incidence per one lakh of population 

 
According to the Crimes in India 2020 statistics volume 1, National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, New Delhi, the juvenile crimes reported was 19,578 in the year 2018, 20,704 in the year 2019 and 20,213 in the 
year 2020 among these 10 states of India. By the data it can be inferred that the rate of juvenile crime was increased from the year 2018 
to 2019 and decreased in 2020 as compared to 2019 in these states of India. The rate of total crimes in juveniles was found to be highest 
in Madhya Pradesh and lowest in Jharkhand. The total number of crimes committed by juveniles was 28392 in 2018; 29022 in 2019 and 
26988 in 2020 among all the 29 states of India and rate of total crimes in juveniles was found to be 6.2.  
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Table 2: Crimes committed by Juveniles (Union territory) 
S. no. Union territory 2018 2019 2020 Actual population 

of children (in 
lakhs) (2011) 

Rate of total Crime 
juveniles (2020) 

1 Chandigarh  137 117 50 3.2 15.4 
2 Delhi  2,727 2,783 2,455 55.4 44.3 
                        Total  2,864 2,900 2,505 58.6 59.7 

●Actual Population of Children as per the Population Census 2011 (RGI).  
   due to non‐availability of such figures for the year 2020.             
● As per data provided by States/UTs  
● Crime Rate is calculated as Crime Incidence per one lakh of population 

 
According to the Crimes in India 2020 statistics volume 1, National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, New Delhi the total number of juvenile crimes in the union territory of Chandigarh was 137 in the year 2018 
whereas in the year 2019 there was slight decrease in the number which came to be 117. A considerable decrease can be noted in the 
year 2020 which was only 50. In Delhi the total number of juvenile crimes in the year 2018 was 2,727 while in the next year there was 
a substantial increase in this number to 2,783. In the year 2020 there was a significant decrease to the number 2,455. In the union territory 
of Chandigarh, the rate of juvenile crimes is 15.4 in the year 2020 on the other hand a major difference can be noted in Delhi where the 
rate of juvenile crimes is 44.3. The total number of juvenile crimes was noted to be 2,864 in 2018, 2,900 in 2019 and 2,505 in 2020 in 
the union territory of Chandigarh and Delhi combined. The total rate of juvenile crimes in year 2020 was found to be 59.7 of Union 
territory: Chandigarh and Delhi.   

 
Discussion and Future challenges 

Despite the Crimes in India 2020 statistics volume 1, National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India, New Delhi on juvenile crimes there are many strange, shocking and eye-opening cases of juveniles in India. The 2012 Delhi 
gang-rape and fatal assault is a widely known landmark case that led to changes in the Indian judiciary system. One of the rapists in the 
case was a minor. PUBG has been a common thread tying several criminal cases across the world that took place recently. A 15-year 
boy allegedly banged his elder brother’s head on the wall and attacked him with scissors after he asked him to stop playing the game. 
Three juveniles were arrested in the murder of a Tik Tok celebrity, Mohit Mor, a sensation on the platform, was shot dead in a busy 
New Delhi market. In an act of revenge, an 8-year-old boy killed a year and a half old toddler by throwing him in a small water tank. 
The accuser’s younger brother had suffered a fall and blamed the toddler’s sister for it. Thus, to take revenge, he drowned the baby. In 
February last 2022 the Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) found the teenager guilty of having kidnapped and murdered Ganesh in Central 
Delhi. The board sent him to a correctional home for three years. The Times of India newspaper on December 20, 2017 reported that in 
Gurgaon, the class XI student apprehended by CBI in connection with murder of seven-year-old Pradhyumm Thakur of Ryan 
International School, Bhondsi. The boy has to be treated as an adult and face the trial sessions’ court, on the basis of the social 
investigation report and psychological report submitted by expert committee Juvenile Justice Board headed by Judicial Magistrate 1st 
class (JMiC) Devendra Singh who passed an order to treat juvenile suspect as adult in the view of amended JJ Act of 2014. Juvenile 
who was 16.5 years of age at the time of crime will remain at correction home till he attains the age of 21. Thereafter, he will be shifted 
to jail and may face imprisonment upto 10-14 years in case of conviction. Studies have identified higher violent tendencies of juveniles 
and potential underlying factors need to be analysed in depth; the root of the problem needs to be dealt with rather than focusing only 
on the punishment aspect of it. 
 

In the last few decades, a diminished emphasis was on addressing antisocial behaviour through educational approaches, while 
there has been increased emphasis on addressing antisocial behaviour through medicinal and criminal- justice approaches. There are 
many known, undesirable side effects in medicating children to treat their antisocial behaviour yet the trend toward medicating children 
is particularly disturbing because it has lately and increasingly involved young and preschool age children. Even more widespread than 
the emphasis on medicating children has been a growing reliance on reactive measures to youthful antisocial behaviour, primarily 
litigation. These measures include the established criminal justice progression of detection, apprehension, adjudication and incarceration. 
 
Conclusion 

The Crimes in India 2020 statistics volume 1, National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, 
New Delhi reported that among 10 states of India (Bihar, Goa, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu 
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and Uttar Pradesh) the rate of juvenile crime was highest in Madhya Pradesh and lowest in Jharkhand and among two Union territory 
(Chandigarh and Delhi) the rate of juvenile crime was found to be more in Delhi as compared to Chandigarh. 

 
Delimitations 

 Only ten states were included. 
 Only two Union territories were included. 
 Data is primarily taken from the Crimes in India 2020 statistics volume 1, National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home 

Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi only. 
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