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Abstract 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the principal architect of the Indian constitution, was a key figure in the creation of the document. Part 
III, Part IV, and Part XVI, among others, are committed to establishing a "fair society" by protecting the values of liberty, equality, and 
fraternity, as well as preserving the country's unity. In Articles 19 through 22, the Indian Constitution emphasizes the significance of 
the "Right to Freedom." The Constitution's Articles 15 (4), 16 (4), 19 (1) (d) and (e), 29 (2), 275, 330, 335, and 340 clearly reflect his 
conceptual conception of social and economic fairness. Article 17 is the most ground breaking provision made in the Constitution, which 
abolishes ‘untouchability” and outlaws its practices in any form. Later, Article (21 A) of the Constitution became an internal element of 
the Constitution, which was previously part of directive principles as Article 45. Ambedkar produced various texts that influenced India's 
constitutional evolution. In the Indian constitution, Babasaheb presented our vision, which is reflected in the various articles. As a result 
of these articles, Babasaheb promises to improve the welfare of the majority and to ensure that all people are treated equally. 

 
Keywords: Constitutionalism, Upliftment of the Depressed Society and Babasaheb (Few Facts).   
 
INTRODUCTION 

“I feel the Constitution is workable; it is flexible and it 
is strong enough to hold the country together 

both in peace time and in war time.” 
-- Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 

 
The name of Bhimrao Ambedkar brings to our mind a social reformer, economist, and chief architect of Indian constitution 

and messiah of backward classes with big humanist. Bhimrao widely acknowledged as Babasaheb; was born 14 April, 1891 in a Mahar 
(Mhow) family originally hailing from Konkan. His village “Ambavade” was presently situated in the Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra. 
He was the highly qualified and visionary person and has taken responsibility of scripting the constitution. At the time of independence, 
Babasaheb was talented to write the best constitution of India to make India a modern, progressive, democratic and Integrative India.  
 

After a long struggle, India gained the status of “free” and “self-governing” nation states in August 15, 1947. The Indian 
constitution adopted on 26 November, 1949 and came into enforcement on 26 January, 1950. Gary (2010) persists that a nation ‘s 
Constitution is printed legal document as it also requires the basic norms and principles of a particular society. Babasaheb (1891-1956) 
presented a wide range of constitutional safeguards and guarantees to all populace, for instance, socio-economic rights, liberties, freedom 
of religion, the elimination of untouchability and the prohibition of all forms of unfairness among others. He argued for extensive 
economic and social rights for the depressed classes. In addition to constitutional rights, he eventually won the Assembly ‘s support for 
introducing a system of reservations of jobs in the civil services, schools and colleges particularly for members of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes. These measures are popularly known as the ‘Policy of Inclusion’ that makes activities to include the deprived and 
overlooked classes in the society (Kamal, 2014). Grover (1992) exposed that Babasaheb is unquestionably a brilliant personality that 
has greatly contributed to bring 'independent India' onto the path of 'modernized India. ' He was honored the Bharat Ratna in 1990 for 
his great contribution as the “Architect of the Modern India”. 
 

Bhimrao fought his entire life for the backward classes and upliftment of the depressed society. In the constitutional assembly, 
he said that “I know today we are alienated politically, socially and economically. We are a group of military camps, and I may go even 
to the extent of confessing that I am probably one of the leaders of such a Camp” (Mukherjee, 2011& Kamal, 2014). In this statement, 
he showed his commitment to the upliftment of depressed sections of society. In this paper, we present only constitutional vision and 
some facts on Indian constitutional that’s related to the Babasaheb commitment to the constitutional assembly; and linkages of the same 
facts with constitutional development in India. This study is based on historical method and secondary sources that are available in the 
literature. 
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VIEWS AND DISCUSSION 
Few Facts: Constitutionalism, Shaping, Upliftment of the Depressed Society and Babasaheb 

Babasaheb was the fourteenth child of Ramji Sakpal and Bhimbai. He got his MA and Ph.D. degree in 1915 and 1916 from the 
notorious Columbia University, New York. After completion of his studies, he left New York for London and entered the Gray's Inn for 
doing Bar-at-Law and simultaneously enrolled himself in the London School of Economic and Political Science. Before leaving for 
London, he had given evidence before the South borough Commission on the franchise; and had advocated separate electorate for the 
untouchables.  

 
On August 24, 1946, the names of the members of the interim Ministry were announced. On the particular day, Babasaheb was 

attending the working committee of the scheduled castes Federation in Poona. On October, 15, 1946, he left England because of adequate 
representation for the scheduled castes in the new government of India. Babasaheb detailed discussion with the British prime minister 
Attlee as well as secretary of state for India. Neither British government, not any of the major British political parties was prepared to 
listen to his demand and then he returned to Bombay in November, 1946.   

 
December 9, 1946, constituent assembly opened and boycotted the Muslim league. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as a 

President. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru delivered a speech while moving the resolution on the objectives of the constitution. He declared 
that India’s objective was to be an independent, sovereign, democratic republic. 
 

 Babasaheb drafting of the Indian Constitution has supported the abolition of untouchability and the prohibition of all 
discriminations based on sex, religion, caste and so on. Babasaheb can be really permitted as the principal architect of the Indian 
Constitution. Though, it is an undeniable truth that Dr Ambedkar’s vision of the construction of a democratic social arrangement still 
remains unfulfilled. Different countries in the world have followed the Indian Constitution. Babasaheb had imprinted his mark of 
endowment and vision in drafting the Indian Constitution. His statesman qualities can easily visible each and every article of Indian 
Constitution. Babasaheb preferred the parliamentary system In England than the Presidential System in America. Dr. Babasaheb 
described the role of the President as “He is the head of the state but not the executive. He represents a nation but does not rule the 
nation. He is the symbol of the nation. The president of the Indian union will be generally bound by the advice of the Ministers. He can 
do nothing contrary to their advice, nor can he do anything without their advice”. 
 

He strongly recommended for a federal system. Federal Constitution may be called Dual polity. This Dual polity under the 
planned constitution will consist of the Centre and states at the periphery each endowed with Sovereign powers to be exercised in the 
field assigned. He supported the minority’s rights that “It is wrong for the majority do deny the existence of minorities”.  
 

Babasaheb believed that Constitution is not just a written text, but it can be an effective tool to ensure justice and equality to 
all the sections of society especially in the downtrodden sections of society. He wished to achieve several objectives with the help of 
constitutional provisions and, in fact, certain provisions can be traced which clearly reflects the influence of his vision of the Indian 
Constitution. Constitution of India gives great importance to Right to Freedom (Article 19-22). Constitution in India has been framed in 
such a way in the post-colonial period that it makes endeavor to fulfill those expectations which were created by its people while they 
were under the yoke of the Britishers. Babasaheb had very committed to the social causes and he remained committed throughout his 
life for the upliftment of deprived sections of society. He succeeded to arrange certain provisions in the Indian Constitution for ensuring 
justice to the oppressed sections and creating the just society ‘. In other words, the Indian constitution challenged the dominant concept 
of justice, equality and welfare of the post-colonial Indian society which disregard a bulk of the populace who in fact needed it most. 
Kalpana Kannabiran (2012) indicated that the Constitution has prohibited the practices of discrimination, untouchability and forced 
labor through the horizontal and vertical application of rights. It can be argued, the process of constitution-making in India was greatly 
shaped by the beliefs of Ambedkar. In fact, several provisions can be traced from the Indian Constitution, which seeks to realize the 
vision of Ambedkar. 
 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar chaired the Drafting Committee, is notably considered as the Father of the Indian Constitution and played 
a very pivotal role in the constitution making. Ambedkar was very pleasantly amazed at the choice and said that I came into the 
Constituent Assembly with no greater aspiration than to safeguard the interest of the Scheduled Castes greatly surprised when the 
Assembly elected me to the Drafting Committee. I was more than surprised when the Drafting Committee elected me to be its Chairman 
(Kashyap 2010).  
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This section is divided into two Modes. Fist mode presents a detailed analysis of the provisions given in the Indian Constitution, 
which are in a way or other shaped by the social and political philosophy of Ambedkar. The second proposed by Ambedkar that could 
not succeed to find their place in the final draft of the Constitution.  

 
Caste-system in India assigns particular sets of functions and roles, even before one's birth, and also provides specific economic, 

civil, cultural and educational rights to one without a freedom to change. It ignores therefore an individual capability, preferences and 
choices. In this regard, the social order prevails in the Indian society provides no entailments, social and economic rights and freedoms 
to lower castes, and in contrary, gives manifold opportunities, privileges and rights to the higher castes, particularly the Brahmins (Thorat 
and Kumar eds. 2008). Therefore, the fact was much known to the Constituent Assembly that the constitution was going to be introduced 
in a deeply unequal and discriminatory society. This is probably why its member greatly debated and drafted the constitution with the 
explicit purpose of dislodging the status quo (Kannabiran 2012). B. R. Ambedkar, undoubtedly and noticeably, was the man who borne 
the responsibility to fight against the untouchability and exploitation based on Hindu caste system, and struggled for the untouchables 
‘rights and carved for them a place in the Republican Constitution of India. 
 

Ambedkar vowed to break away untouchability and observed, if I fail to do away with abominable thraldom and human 
injustice under which I was born has been groaning, I will put an end to my life with a bullet (Revankar 1971). There are thus several 
provisions mentioned in the Constitution of India that attempt to attain his vision pertaining to the untouchability and caste-based 
discrimination. He presented the various provisions in the Constituent assembly for protecting the interests of the marginalized sections. 
Articles 15 (4), 16 (4), 19 (1) (d) and (e), 29 (2), 275, 330, 335 and 340 incorporated in the Constitution are clearly reflections of his 
conceptual understanding of social and economic justice. These Articles empower the state to make special provision for securing the 
interests of socially and educationally backward classes, that is, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

 
Articles 14, 15, 17 mentioned under the Part III are worth discussing in detail to comprehend the influence of Ambedkar‘s 

vision of the Indian Constitution. Article 14 says that the State shall not deny to any person equality before the laws or the equal 
protection of the laws within the territory of India. Article 15 prohibits the discrimination on the bases of religion, caste, race, sex or 
place of birth. Article 17 is the most groundbreaking provision made in the Constitution, which abolishes untouchability ‘and outlaws 
its practices in any form. It is often considered as the provision which has significantly brought the social revolution in the deeply 
hierarchical and unequal India, Indian by criminalizing the practices of untouchability and arranging punishment in accordance with 
law for those follow it. 

 
Furthermore, Article 23 outlaws forced labor, which has been in general considered as one of the proper mechanisms in 

establishing the dominant caste rule or feudal regimes particularly in the rural societies which disregard the lower castes. These all 
provisions are indeed reflections of his great vision in eradicating the evil of untouchability which has been eating the vitals of the 
society and exposing the country to the threat of disintegration. Besides dignifying the lives of the untouchables, it forbids the numerous 
patterns of discrimination. 

 
In additional to these constitutional safeguards, the parliament in 1955 has passed the Untouchability (Offences) Act and the 

same has been comprehensively amended in 1976 for further ensuring justice to low castes, and later passed the Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 to prevent atrocities against the members of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe. 
Ambedkar though managed to include certain provisions in the Constitution of India for empowering lower castes, but the fact was 
much known to him that establishing equal human and civil rights for depressed classes was not sufficient in ensuring justice and welfare 
to them unless it would be accompanied by the legal provisions and safeguards to uphold those rights in the case of its violation and 
denial (Thorat and Kumar 2008). Article 32 provides the right to all citizens of the country to approach the Supreme Court, if their 
fundamental rights and constitutional privileges are violated by any state institution or individual. This is perhaps why Ambedkar 
considered this provision as the very soul of the Constitution and the very heart of it. It is important to note, the Supreme Court later has 
declared that Article 32 is a part of the basic structure of the Constitution. 
 

The Preamble says, Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; Equality of status and of opportunity; and to 
promote among them all, Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity of the nation. It can be argued that the Preamble 
of the Constitution of India undoubtedly enshrines the philosophy of Ambedkar. Probably, this is why he incorporated the Directive 
Principles of State Policy enumerated in part IV of the Indian Constitution from Article 36 to 51. This Part is said to promote the ideals 
of social and economic democracy by guiding the state to make an effort in protecting the interests of deprived sections in society. For 
instance; Article 46 says that the State shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of 
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the people, and in particular, of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms 
of exploitation.  

 
Conceptualization of secularism proposed by Ambedkar was indeed borrowed by the constitution makers as the Constitution 

of India gives complete freedom to its citizens to believe in any religion, and to manage their religious activities (Article 25-28). In this 
way, the Ambedkar vision of secularism is of a radical type, and rebel against any religious ill treatment, hatred and discrimination. 

 
In 1920, he had posed the problem of representation faced by untouchable in India: the right of representation and the right to 

hold office under the state are the two important rights that make someone a real citizen. Ambedkar in this context, a certain number of 
seats have been reserved in the Constitution for the Schedules Castes as well as Scheduled Tribes in the legislature. Part XVI of the 
Constitution deals with the special provision for backward classes. Further, as per Article 330 and 332 certain numbers of seats are 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the House of the People and Legislative Assemblies of the States respectively. 
The reservations of seats in these sections would have not been imagined in the absence of Dr. B R Ambedkar. Besides, the reservation 
has also been made in the central and state appointments in the favor of the Schedules Castes and Scheduled Tribes to ensure their 
adequate representation in the public services on the one hand, and on the other, to provide an additional platform to make their mark in 
the mainstream society. 
  

Therefore, the provisions have been made to protect the cultural and educational rights of minorities, and eliminate their fear 
from the dominance of the majority. For example: Article 29 and 30 are proposed to protect the interests of minorities. In this respect, 
Subhash Kashyap proclaims that the most crucial area which an understanding of Ambedkar ‘s real Constitutional vision has the potential 
of throwing up a new vistas and fresh perspective is that of minority rights. Article 46 further, as argued earlier, emphasizes his vision 
which directs the state to take steps to promote the education of the weaker sections most impotently the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes. The credit also goes to Ambedkar for the illiteracy programs and free education up to matriculation guaranteed by the different 
state governments. Later, the Right to Education (Article 21 A) has become the internal part of the Constitution, which is the earliest 
part of directive principles as Article 45. 
 

The main objectives of this Bill prepared by Ambedkar are worth to highlight here, Firstly, it seeks to codify the law relating 
to the rights of property of a deceased Hindu who had died intestate without making a will, both female and male. Secondly, it prescribes 
a somewhat alerted form of the order of succession among the different heirs to the property of a deceased dying intestate. The next 
topic it deals with it the law of maintenance, marriage, divorce, adoption, minority and guardianship‖ (Rodrigues eds. 2007). But, 
unfortunately, Ambedkar could not succeed to make the Hindu Code Bill an integral part of the Indian Constitution owing to the growing 
and increasingly vocal opposition by the delegates. He just managed to obtain a provision in the Part IV, that is, Article 44, which says 
that the State shall endeavor to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India.  
 

Article 42 maintained in the initial Draft Constitution, which is submitted to the constituent assembly in 1948 by Ambedkar, 
says that the State shall endeavor to secure that marriage shall be based only on the mutual consent of both sexes and shall be maintained 
through mutual cooperation, with the equal rights of husband and wife as a basis. The State shall also recognize that motherhood has a 
special claim on its care and protection‖ (Kannabiran 2012). However, this article was later dropped from the final draft of the 
Constitution, and eventually led Ambedkar to resign from the post of Law Minister in the Nehru Cabinet. He held, despite the fact that 
the Indian society desperately needs to reform widely, the Congress and its leadership seemed to maintain the status-quo. 
 
Some Facts related to Bheemrao Ambedkar  

I. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was the fourteenth and last child of his parents. 
II. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's real surname was Ambavadekar. But his teacher, Mahadev Ambedkar, who considered him very 

much, named him Ambedkar from Ambavadekar in school records.  
III. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was the first Indian to go abroad and earn a doctorate (PhD) degree in Economics.  
IV. Dr. Ambedkar is the only Indian whose statue is in the London Museum with Karl Marx. 
V. He  credit for placing the "Ashoka Chakra" in the Indian tricolor also goes to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. 

VI. Prof. An economist, who won the Nobel Prize in Economics. Amartya Sen, Dr. B.V. R Ambedkar is considered his father in 
economics. 

VII. Babasaheb's private library "Rajgriha" had more than 50,000 books and was the largest private library in the world.  
VIII. For the better development of Madhya Pradesh and Bihar, Babasaheb had proposed a partition in the 50s, but it was only in 2000 

that Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand were divided. 
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IX. The book "Waiting for a visa" written by Dr. Babasaheb is a textbook at Columbia University. Columbia University made the 
list of the top 100 scholars of the world in 2004 and the first name was Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar. 

X. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a master in 64 subjects. He was knowledgeable in 9 languages like Hindi, Pali, Sanskrit, English, 
French, German, Marathi, Persian and Gujarati. Apart from this, he had comparatively studied all the religions of the world for 
about 21 years.  

XI. Babasaheb completed his studies in London School of Economics, ending in 8 years, in only 2 years and 3 months. For this, he 
studied 21 hours daily. 

XII. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's initiation into Buddhism with his 8,50,000 supporters was history in the world, as it was the largest 
conversion in the world. 

XIII. "Mahant Veera Chandramani", the great Buddhist monk who initiated Babasaheb into Buddhism, called him "the modern Buddha 
of this era. 

XIV. Babasaheb is the first and only great man in the world to receive the precious doctoral title "Doctor All Science" from the London 
School of Economics. Many intelligent students have tried for this, but they have not been successful so far. 

XV. The leader who has written the most songs and books in the world is Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. 
XVI. Governors Lord Linlithgow and Mahatma Gandhi believed that Babasaheb was more intelligent than 500 graduates and thousands 

of scholars. 
XVII. Babasaheb was the first and only Satyagrahi in the world to conduct Satyagraha for drinking water. 

XVIII. In 1954, at the "Jagatik Buddhist Council" held in Kathmandu, Nepal, Buddhist monks conferred the highest degree of Buddhism 
"Bodhisattva" to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. His famous book "The Buddha and His Dhamma" are the "scripture" of Indian 
Buddhists 

XIX. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has considered Lord Buddha, Saint Kabir and Mahatma Phule as these three great men as his guru. 
XX. Most of the statues in the world belong to Babasaheb. His birth anniversary is also celebrated all over the world. 

XXI. Based on a global survey called "The Makers of the Universe" by Oxford University, a list of the top 100 humanitarian world 
human beings of the last 10 thousand years were made, in which the fourth name was Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. 

XXII. Buddha's closed-eyed statues and paintings are seen everywhere in the world, but Babasaheb, who was also a great painter, first 
created a painting of Buddha in which Buddha's eyes were opened. 

XXIII. Babasaheb's first Statue was built in 1950 while he was still alive, and the Statue is in the city of Kolhapur. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was a talented personality. Babasaheb (1891-1956) presented a wide range of constitutional safeguards 
and guarantees to all populace, for instance, socio-economic rights, liberties, freedom of religion, the elimination of untouchability and 
the prohibition of all forms of unfairness among others. He argued for extensive economic and social rights for the depressed classes. 
Babasaheb drafting of the Indian Constitution has supported the abolition of untouchability and the prohibition of all discriminations 
based on sex, religion, caste and so on. There are thus several provisions mentioned in the Constitution of India that attempt to attain 
his vision pertaining to the untouchability and caste-based discrimination. He presented the various provisions in the Constituent 
assembly for protecting the interests of the marginalized sections. Articles 15 (4), 16 (4), 19 (1) (d) and (e), 29 (2), 275, 330, 335 and 
340 incorporated in the Constitution are clearly reflections of his conceptual understanding of social and economic justice. These Articles 
empower the state to make special provision for securing the interests of socially and educationally backward classes, that is, Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Article 14 says that the State shall not deny to any person equality before the laws or the equal protection 
of the laws within the territory of India. Article 15 prohibits the discrimination on the bases of religion, caste, race, sex or place of birth. 
Article 17 is the most groundbreaking provision made in the Constitution, which abolishes untouchability ‘and outlaws its practices in 
any form. Part XVI of the Constitution deals with the special provision for backward classes.  
 

Further, as per Article 330 and 332 certain numbers of seats are reserved for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the 
House of the People and Legislative Assemblies of the States respectively. The credit also goes to Ambedkar for the illiteracy programs 
and free education up to matriculation guaranteed by the different state governments. Later, the Right to Education (Article 21 A) has 
become the internal part of the Constitution, which is the earliest part of directive principles as Article 45. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was 
more than a Dalit or a backward-class leader; he was a creator of a country and a worldwide leader. We are satisfied with the ideas of 
social justice due to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's work. Babasaheb is the man who, by his efforts, helped to create India in its early years. They 
battled for India's freedom and subsequently worked to create India of their dreams.  Throughout his life, Dr. Ambedkar has ignored his 
core humanistic impulses and strong humanitarian values, which have guided his every action and word. As a result, we may infer that 
Dr. Ambedkar was a key figure in the development of modern India. However, keeping in mind the growing cases of caste-related 
violence and Dalit atrocities, his vision is yet to be realized in the practice, and it is the task of the governing elite to make efforts to 
achieve it. 
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