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Abstract  

Culture-based education is a Teaching -Learning approach in which teaching, and learning occur based on the social values, 
norms, beliefs, and practices that prevalent in the cultural environment of Learner. The aim of this conceptual paper is to discuss the 
different dimensions of culture-based education. Culture based education have highly influenced the learners and develop the sense of 
identity, enhance them spiritually, physically, intellectually, and emotionally to increase student engagement and promote academic 
success. This paper discusses on the benefits of culture-based education and its conceptual components. This paper also examines the 
role of educator to promote the culture-based education and the practices prevalent in India for Cultural based Education. 
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Introduction  

Culture-based education is an approach in which teaching and learning occur based on the values, norms, beliefs and practices 
that are the foundation of any culture. Culture can be explained as the customs, beliefs and the way of living shared by a particular 
society/community/country, it states to the values and norms shared by the group of people. Bruner J. (1996) notes “Culture shapes 
mind, it provides us with the tool kit by which we construct not only our world but our very construction of ourselves and our powers”. 
Culture is regarded as the set of distinctive features of spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional components of a person or social 
group, and includes literature, lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems, traditions and beliefs. 

 
Culture have influenced on individual’s worldviews and   also influenced on the approach adopted by   communities to address 

the changes and challenges of their societies.  Therefore, education serves as a critical means for spreading these value systems as well 
as for learning from the cultural diversity and for inspiring future creativity and innovation, Lenzerini F.(2014). The concept of culture-
based education emerged as a new approach to Teaching –Learning activities. The basic idea of culture-based education is to accept for 
multi-cultural diverse knowledge systems, skills, and the incorporation socio-cultural diversity in educational practices. 

 
Culture influences how we perceive the world, how we interact with the community that we live in, and how we communicate 

with each other. Being a part of a culture influences our learning, remembering, talking and behaving have influenced. Therefore, culture 
have influence to great extent to the teaching and learning style. Teaching- learning through cultural engagement at all levels of diverse 
target groups helps to solve many social and economic issues in the society. There is a need to incorporate the cultural dimensions in 
Teaching-Learning process to obtain the positive impact of it on individual as well as on society. The critical pedagogy also supports 
the concept of Culture based Education. It requires that teachers learn about student’s lives and stimulate them to become self-directed 
learners who think for themselves about the issues they and their fellow community members encounter in their lives. In sum, sustaining 
and affirming native cultures and languages in the classroom nurtures learner’s academic achievement and educational success. 

 
Conceptual frame of culture-based education  

Culture based Education (CBE) is an umbrella term, which have the dimensions as Culturally connected Education, Inherent 
Education and Indigenousness. Culturally connected Education have the components as culturally relevant education, culturally 
compatible education, culturally grounded education, culturally responsive education, culturally sustaining education. Inherent 
Education have the components as Traditional knowledge education, Traditional Practices education and Language education. 
Indigenousness have the components as ways of being, wellbeing, ways of believing, ways of knowing, ways of understanding and 
knowledge. 

 
Concept of culture in education  

Education is the foundation of spreading and the transformation of culture.  Interaction between Education and Culture is a 
complex phenomenon and is difficult to represent each with precision and   its interaction goes in both directions. Culture has an impact 
on education as well as impact of education on culture.  Education is an instrument which have the potential to reshape the process of 
thinking of the society and culture across the globe. Education has to work for preserving the cultural heritage of the community. 
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Culture has deeper influence on every individual’s life. It imbedded various elements of culture to create a unique way of living 
for different people. Some of the major elements that exist in every culture and many change with respect of time as the society 
progresses are symbols, language, values, and religion. People who share a same culture have attachment to some specific object, 
gesture, sound, or image. For instance, Hindu uses “Om” or “Swastika” as a significant symbol to the religion. It is not just few lines, 
but it represents their whole religion, and they have great respect for the symbol. 

 
Religion is a unique and important phenomenon in any culture. In twenty first century, Religion is still important in every 

society across globe. Worshiping and rituals provide not only emotional and spiritual guidance but also a system of support to public in 
all phases of their lives. This spiritual and emotional sense is vital for human happiness. 

 
Language is also very important component of culture. Languages are a structure of words and symbols used to communicate 

with other community. Besides Hindi there are other 21 unique languages which belong to different groups of people as per the Eighth 
schedule of the Indian Constitution of India. These unique languages belong to a certain group of people, who have their dialect, common 
phrases and body language.  

 
A value system   is defined as standard behaviour in a culture, members are evaluated, based on these value systems. In some 

culture, people are individualistic, they strongly believe in competition and emphasize on individual achievement and their achievement 
gets appreciated.  However, in some traditional culture, collectivist values of culture are the core and they strongly believe on welcoming 
the collaboration and an individual’s achievement is only as good as their contribution to the group. 

 
These components of culture play a vital role in teaching learning process. Hence an effective and efficient education system 

must use the culture as a base for educational activities.  
 

Culture based Education in India   
Indians have a rich cultural heritage and that heritage has been transmitted orally to each successive generation in stories, songs, 

folklore and history through their native language and traditions. This system of knowledge provides an understanding of the existence 
of individual and the community also.  

 
Ancient Indian education system was not isolated from culture. That education system was rooted in cultural, that’s why the 

education has relevance to individual and the same time with society. Altekar (1961) describes the aims of Vedic education was as 
development of Personality, Character Formation, Performance of Civic and Social Duties, Practical Education, Preservation and Spread 
of Culture, Achieving Enlightenment. These aims can be only achieved with the synthesis of culture with education system. 

 
Mahatma Gandhi (1937) proposed the use of Indian culture-based education as an alternative to the British education system, 

into the Nai Talim (Basic Education) by laying stress on integrating education with work experiences and financial independence through 
mother-tongues. 

 
After the independence, The Center for Cultural Resources and Training (CCRT) was established in India in 1979, for 

sustaining the country’s diverse linguistic and cultural heritage through culture-based education practices. National Policy of Education 
(1986) acknowledged the need of education to be culture-based, given India’s multi-ethnic, multi-religious, and diverse socio-cultural 
contexts. CCRT has stated in their document that for making education effective and result-oriented, it has to be culture based, and it 
must take into account the cognitive, emotional and spiritual needs of the student. It has further mentioned, the knowledge of culture 
plays a prominent role in democratic thinking because the democratic citizens are known for their ability to wise judges and are more 
receptive to new ideas. (Center for Cultural Resources and Training, India, 2010). 

 
The vision of the policy document of National Education Policy (NEP)2020, have mentioned to respect for diversity and respect 

for the local context in all curriculum, pedagogy and policy. NEP 2020 also emphasises on Promotion of Indian Languages, Arts, and 
Culture (article 22, NEP 2020). 

 
Practices of Culture-based Education 

An education system deals with multicultural community, students with diverse backgrounds and cultures are often 
marginalised because they are exposed to a curriculum with one predominant cultural bias. It does not cater to the culture of the student’s 
community. Hence it is important to develop a curriculum that incorporates diverse perspectives. The teaching and learning process 
must respond to physical, social and cultural preferences of the Learner. 
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A culturally responsive class room must have an environment where every student feels respected and safe to learn and 
participate. Such environment helps to develop a sense of pride and self-esteem among Learners. When they realise that their cultures 
being promoted at school, they feel included in their school community, get empowered and develop a sense of pride for their cultural 
heritage. Students here perform better academically and also grow up to be more independent and active citizens when they learn in an 
environment where their language and culture are appreciated.  

 
Now, these days all reputed universities across the world have international students, educators are now becoming increasingly 

aware of how different cultural backgrounds of the students affect their learning and hence it is inevitable to incorporate the Culture 
based Teaching –Learning activities in education domain.  

 
Influence of CBE 

Culture based Education (CBE) have Revitalised the identity of native communities by teaching culture to connect / reconnect 
with them. Teaching through culture base education, it utilizes the strength of native knowledge to teach new knowledge, skills and 
developing the new understanding, it Strengthened the identity. Teaching through CBE have empowers the ability to live in local, 
national and global worlds by being grounded in their identity, it Empowered their identity.  

 
All these three domains of identity as Revitalised, Strengthened and Empowered identity enhance the whole being (spiritually, 

physically, intellectually and emotionally), increase student engagement (affective and cognitive improvements, self-directed and 
positive attitude with confidence) and promote academic success. 

 
Role of Educator 

Educators are the most important component of culture-based Teaching- Learning as they should work towards motivating 
students to achieve not only academically, but also socially, culturally, psychologically and spiritually. Considering the importance of   
cultural environment in learning, Educators have to develop the suitable strategies to incorporate components of cultures and languages 
in their teaching practises.  

 
In Culturally based Education, educators should recognise the full potential of each student irrespective of their cultural 

background and provide the challenges necessary for them to achieve their full potential. They must be aware of their student’s mother- 
tongue language, background, and culture to construct a curriculum that will be relevant to their student’s lives. They need to modify 
their curriculum to include their student’s different cultural backgrounds to create a more positive and productive school experience for 
them. Building upon student’s culture and heritage not only benefits student’s academic progress but also empowers them as individuals. 
Educators support their students to engage in cooperative activities in the class rooms where students can learn about each other’s 
different cultures and learn to respect them too.  

 
Educator must understand the culture and home backgrounds of their students because cultural- misunderstandings can create 

tensions between teachers and students, but these conflicts can be significantly reduced by educators through developing working 
partnerships with families with the explicit purpose of gaining better understanding of student’s culture. (Gay, 2010; Kottak & Kozaitis, 
2012; Nieto, 2010; Saifer,E. et.al. 2011). 

 
Educator have to use compatible CBE strategies such as concept-based education, community-based education, cross-cultural, 

cultural sensitivity education, ecological sustainability, identity, multicultural education, project-based education etc. 
 
Developing research in this domain withstands that CBE is an approach to teaching and learning that facilitates critical 

consciousness, creates respect for diversity and acknowledges the importance of relationships, respecting the cultural components among 
students, their families and local community. It is both a means of attending to prominent educational issues, and a pledge to respond to 
the specific needs of students, their families, and their communities (Garcia et al. 2005; McCarty, 2003). 

 
Conclusion  

In this globalised era, a society which has incorporated the cultural components in their mainstream education system and 
empowered to access the resources of multilingual and multicultural have advantages to play an important social and economic role on 
the world arena. The challenge for educators and policymakers around the world is to shape the progress of national and global identity 
in such a way that inherent rich indigenous culture and heritage of societies to be respectfully preserved and the same time cultural, 
linguistic and traditional knowledge system of the nation to be used for the betterment of humankind. However, in the changed national 
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and global contexts, it is evident that the concept of culturally based pedagogy is drawing much more attention of educationists in 
curricular reforms all across the globe. So, it can conclude that the prospect of indigenous culture-based education is bright. 
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