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ABSTRACT 

The present society is known as the Knowledge society.  In fact, one of the foundational pillars of the National Education 
Policy 2020 is to make India a global Knowledge Power by 2030. The societies would be in better position if they would be able to use 
technology more and more. Education is the only way through which a society can lead towards the development and this development 
is not possible unless and until we will not educate each and every individual of our society. Education itself is dependent upon number 
of variables and one among them is the medium of instruction. Medium of instruction plays a vital role in dissemination of knowledge 
among students. India is a vast country where people are belonging to different religions and a huge number of our students are studying 
in these religious institutions where the medium of instruction remains Urdu. In order to equip these students with the scientific 
knowledge, Urdu can play an important role. In the present study an attempt has been made by the researcher to study status of science 
education in Kashmir being imparted through Urdu language. Besides, an attempt has also been made to find out the problems faced by 
the Urdu medium teachers and students in imparting science education and learning science within and outside the classroom. Finally, 
an attempt has been made to suggest the necessary remedial measures for the encouragement and expansion of science education through 
medium of Urdu language.  
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Introduction 

Indian civilization is very famous for having a powerful custom of stimulating indigenous educational institutions, like 
madrasas, pathshalas, vihars, and many more, all these institutions nourished every aspect of educational, social, cultural, and religious 
life. India is a very big country so for its population is concerned and is struggling continuously towards the development. Education is 
conceded as the backbone of the development of every country, India itself is providing due attention on the education of its people and 
the education is being provided to the common masses through the educational institutions like schools, colleges, and universities 
(Dhawan, 2020). India is a mulity religious country and people are being educated through different religious institutions also. The 
Muslim population in India 14.2% is on second place after Hindu population (Rohmatika, 2019) and most of the Muslim students are 
being educated in madrasas, makhtabas and darul-ulooms. The curriculum in these institutions remains mostly in Urdu medium and the 
contents of their literature remain focussed on theological matters. Among the Muslims in Kashmir the madrasa education is very 
common and a good number of students are acquiring “their basic education and perhaps the only formal education as a result, they 
remain quite backward in science education” (Ishtiyaque & Abuhurera, 2014). Government of India from time to time had brought 
significant changes in education system and formed different schemes, policies and programmes for the education of the deprived 
sections of the society. But unfortunately, the implementation of these policies and programmes remains on the shelves of the office 
libraries. In order to make the desirable changes in the lives of the people throughout the country, science education in religious 
institutions needs due attention in order to equip a good number of students with scientific knowledge. By doing this the country will 
lead towards the actual development. The key function of this study is to establish a connection between the scientific knowledge and 
Urdu language especially in the institutions like madrasas, makhtaba and darul-ulooms in Kashmir. 

 
Methodology 

The present study is library-based research in which the available literature had been revived extensively in order to make a 
descriptive qualitative analysis. The data was taken through documentation and observation and analyzed by using triangulation data 
analysis.  

 
Science Education through Urdu language in Kashmir 

The eminent philosophers and scholars have given due emphases up on the medium of instructions in educational institutions 
and most of them suggested the mother tongue as a medium of instruction. The child starts learning from the lap of mother through 
mother tongue or through regional languages. A great Indian philosopher Mahatma Gandhi said, “The greatest handicap of the prevailing 
system of education is that education is being imparted through the medium of English. If we taught the children in other language rather 
than mother tongue it will affect the understanding level, precision of thought and clarity of ideas”. While as mother tongue helps a child 
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to understand things easily (Khan, 2019). Teaching in mother tongue for primary education helps to reduce dropout rate as well as helps 
students in their educational careers as well (Qasim & Qasim, 2013). The Urdu is a language of about 4.34 percent of the total population 
in India (Khan, 2019) it remains our prime concern to develop in them the scientific temper through Urdu medium. Kashmir is a port of 
this multi lingual country and having its mother tongue as Kashmiri but 70 percent of the people are familiar with the Urdu language 
and are speaking Urdu freely. The total population of Kashmir is 12541302 from among rural population is 9108060 and the urban 
population is 3433242 (Census, 2011) the figure indicates that a huge number of people are residing in the rural areas where the 
educational facilities remain very less as compared to urban areas, because of the poverty and less facilities in rural areas most of the 
parents trying to educate their wards in the religious institutions like madrasas, makhtabas, and darul-ulooms. Due to lack of 
infrastructure and other facilities in these institutions most of the students are leaving their educational institutions without completing 
their courses which becomes one of the reasons of high dropout rate in Kashmir. In order to complete the goals of the NEP 2020 this 
area of population needs a due attention of the local as well as central government. The schemes like “Scheme for Providing Quality 
Education in Madrasas (SPQEM)” must be implementing in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir also as it has been implemented in other 
states of our country so that this huge number of students will equip with religious as well as scientific knowledge. 

 
Problems associated with Science Education 

A well reputed language “Urdu is an Indo-Aryan language of South Asia, one of 23 official languages in India and the national 
language of Pakistan” (Amanulla, 2016). Urdu plays an important role in the teaching learning process in the religious institutions in 
the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. Most of the religious institutions are run by the local bodies by using funds collected from 
the charities. Due to the unavailability of funds these institutions remain far behind from the modern trends and techniques of education.  
The learners in these institutions are making number of mistakes in their learning part because of the lack of trained teachers, 
infrastructure, week education and assessment system. The teachers who are teaching in these institutions are facing difficulties to teach 
the learning material which remains in English language this is one of the reasons that the management bodies are not taking interest to 
teach the students science education.  Also, the students who remain unable to read and write English language facing much difficulty 
to learn in English medium. 

  
Possible salutations  

A huge number of problems are linked to science education in the religious institutions in Jammu and Kashmir but every 
problem is having its possible solutions. In order to disseminate the scientific knowledge in Urdu language the bodies like “National 
Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL)”, “Scheme for Providing Quality Education in Madrasas (SPQEM)” and many 
other schemes must be in full function so that the religious institutions in Jammu and Kashmir will function properly and the students 
will get benefited more and more. Educational programs should be planned in such a way that the creative, interactive, appropriate, 
student-cantered, and skill developing activities will be performed by the learners (Partlow & Gibbs, 2003 as cited in Amanulla, 2016).   
Teachers should play their role in order to make the students eager to attain the scientific knowledge. The management bodies should 
provide individual attention towards the scientific education of the students’ side by side of their religious education so that they will be 
able to fulfil the requirements of their future life. Medium of instruction is the key feature of the scientific education; the scientific 
literature must be in Urdu medium for these students so that they will feel easy to understand and the importance of the courses should 
be enhanced constantly (Dhawan, 2020). Teacher effectiveness training programmes must be organised for the teachers who are working 
in these religious institutions and to maintain suitable student and teacher ratio. The parents should play their active role and guide their 
wards about the learning difficulties of science education. There must be a continuous feedback and evaluation mechanism to check the 
science education in students so that a continuous improvement process will be framed. For the improvement of science education there 
should be a positive use of media and modern technology in these religious institutions. There must be a well-equipped laboratory with 
full of modern apparatus for experiments. There should be provision of career counselling and guidance for the students of these 
institutions. 

 
Conclusion 

At the end we can conclude that a huge number of students in India are studying in the religious institutions, they need to be 
equipped with scientific knowledge so that the targets of the NEP 2020 will be achieved smoothly. In the religious institutions like 
madrasas, makhtabas, and darul-ulooms language plays an important role. So, for the population of these institutions are concerned most 
of them remained from poor family backgrounds and Urdu remains the best medium of instruction in teaching scientific education to 
them. In early years of schooling science education should be given through Urdu or regional language so that it will lead towards lesser 
dropout rate in religious institutions. Different schemes of government “Scheme for Providing Quality Education in Madrasas 
(SPQEM)” must be implemented. “National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL)” attempts to provide job opportunities 
to the Urdu speaking population by educating them with the full knowledge of information technological and the dissemination of 
computer education to the grass root level all these things can benefit a lot to the science education. 
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