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Introduction  
  The Hyderabad state which was formed by the Nizam after the death, of the last Mughal Emperor was reduced to a subsidiary 
feudatory state, covering an area of about 83, 000 square miles under the British, after the cession of Berar of ‘Maharastra area’ and 
the coastal and the ceded districts of Andhra area to the British. The Hyderabad state consisted of three linguistic area. The eight 
Telugu – speaking districts with Hyderabad city, the capital of the state consisting the Telangana area, Five Marathi speaking districts 
in the north – west of the state, consisting the Marathwada region, and three Kannada speaking districts in the South – Western part. 
 
  The struggle conducted the inside jails during the period of the Telangana armed struggle was indeed historic and was a part 
and parcel of the struggle outside. Against the Nizam rule only the 12, 000 were arrested during the armed struggle. Many persons 
were arrested the military regime of the Union Government. The space in sub-jails, district jails and central jails was not enough. The 
fact is the jails were over – crowded. May were kept in the Nalgonda jail, the Nalgonda jail capacity was only hundred, so in place like 
Khammam, they put up electrified barbed wire fences in open places and kept Thousands of communists and other Telangana fighters 
enclosed special regiments were kept in charge of the jail establishment, which the authorities themselves nicknamed as the 
‘Khammam cage’. People were herded into them like cattle and sheep and men did not get facilities which even Cattle got from their 
owners. These types of jails called concentration and torture camps. The military region was much worse in that regard. There was no 
difference between whose who were brought to jail and not yet convicted and those who were convicted. 
 
  The Telangana region occupied 50 per cent of the area, as against 28 percent of the Marathwada region, and the remaining 22 
percent of the Kannada region. The Telugu – speaking population in 1951 was 9, 000, 000 (50 percent), Marathi-speaking about 4, 
500, 000 (25 percent) and Kannada – speaking 2, 000, 000 (11 percent) while the Urdu – speaking population was 2, 100, 000 (12 
percent). 
 
  In no part of the State except perhaps in Hyderabad city proper were the Urdu-speaking people in majority. But since the 
Nizam was a Muslim, and it was his kingdom Urdu was made the language of the courts and the administration at all levels, and also 
the medium of instruction from the primary stage. Only with the special permission of the Nizam and his administratiors could 
privately schools for children be started, even at middle school level, in the mother-tongues of the people – Telugu Kannada and 
Marathi. Even language libraries and literary associations could be started only the with the permission of the authorities. No wonder, 
the literacy rate was only 6 percent. 
 
  Thus, the culture and the language of the overwhelming majority of the people living in the Hyderabad state were sought to 
be suppressed by the rulers, and the natural desire for education and cultural development, for protection and development of their 
mother – tongue got inevitably linked up with the struggle against the Nizam’s rule. 
 
Conflict between the Muslim Ruler and the Hindu Subjects 
 The Nizam of Hyderabad was only a vassal of the British imperialists. He was a Muslim, while the vast majority of his subjects 
were Hindus. This situation gave rise to a glaring imbalance in the administrative set up of the State. Though the Muslim population 
was only about 12 percent the whole administrative setup, especially in the higher echelons, was overwhelmingly Muslim. The Nizam 
and mullas tried to instill a feeling that the Muslims were the ruling class and they had a right to lord over the rest of the people of the 
state. Against this, the growing middle-class intellectuals, and the growing Hindu business and industrial interests took up the cudgels, 
and the Arya Samajists became the champions of the ‘Hindu masses’ against the ‘Muslim oppressors. There was a large number of 
conflicts and clashes between these sections. 
 
  In the early days till the 1940s, the Indian National Congress refused to take up the struggle of the people against the ‘princes 
and nawabs’ of the native states. This also left the field free for the Arya Samajists to come forward as the champions of the struggle 
against autocracy; it enabled them to orient the democratic awakening of the people, to a considerable extent, on to communal lines. 
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  One of the aspects of this Muslim feudal rule was reflected in the language policy of the state, making Urdu dominate, at the 
cost of major languages, which were the mother-tongues of the overwhelming majority of the people of the state. 
 
  Late, during the Telangana struggle of 1946-1948, the Nizam and his feudal administrators, his armed Razakars, tried to rally 
the Muslim masses to support them against the ‘Hindus’. But thanks to the leadership of the Communist Party, large numbers of the 
Muslim peasantry, rural artisans and the rural poor were rallied behind the fighting Telangana peasantry, though it has to be admitted 
that a vast section of Muslims in the towns and cities supported the Nizam and the Razakars. It was again thankfully due to the Party’s 
leadership, that the reprisals against Muslims after the ‘Police action’, were prevented in the Telangana area, whereas in the 
Marathwada region, in many areas where democratic movement was not so strong as in Telangana, there occurred large scale 
Muslim’s repression.     
      
Khammam Concentration Camp 
  After the filling ordinary jail beyond their capacity, they herded into the ‘khammam cage’. They put up tents which did not 
give protection either from the sun or from rain. The feed was indescribable. They gave just a handful of boiled millet, there was no 
chapati or rice. Food was served in the hands and some watery rasam was poured over it. Water was rationed to one seer for each 
prisoner. There were no latrine facilities. The latrines are not kept to clean. The result was unbearable stench right where one lived and 
slept. All the prisoners demanded of the Jail authorities to give them at least the facilities given to Third class prisoners, provided 
aluminium utensils for drinking and eating purposes. Even asking all this was a crime. They spotted out some whom they thought 
important took them aside and severely beat them up. Comrade Arutla Ramachandra Reddy he was one of the prominent sangham and 
communist leader of Bhuvanagiri was severely beaten with riffle – butts and kicked with nailed boots. Some died due to this torture. 
The prisioners did not give up their demands. Many times, they went on hunger strikes. Shouted defiant slogans, ‘communist party ki 
jai’. After few months of agitation, they gave some implements to dig wells and to make chili paste for mixing with their food. There 
were not interviews, no friends could visit them and give them any eatables. These are the problems facing the leaders, who were in 
concentration groups particularly on Khammam. 
 
Jalna Jail  
  Jalna jail at located present Maharastra. This Jalna camp was surrounded with barbed wire and three rows of thorny creepers. 
The roofs of the prisoners barrack completely gave away, but no notice was taken of this. Each barrack could hardly accommodate 40 
persons but double the number were thrust into it. There were few waters taps in the barracks. The food was atrocious as in other jails. 
They not given good food. Even patients were denied better food and milk. The many prisoners were down with one or other diseases. 
There was a jail hospital for the sake of name with two doctors, one compounder, and two ward boys. They not only would not 
administer proper medical aid but would also resort to filthy abuses. 
 
  Comrade Venkat Narsaiah died for the simple reason that he was not given proper medical aid against this situation slogans 
were raised and a meeting held. The prisoners saw in the papers the news of the death sentence on the Eight Nalgonda heroes. The 
prisoners asked the superintendent to send a protest telegram to Nehru and Military Governor. The callous refused to meet thus 
demand was followed by slogans and the prisoners gathered in a demonstration. The special armed police and the military were 
Summoned and these friends fell upon the prisoners, herded them into barracks and resorted to much brutal lathicharge that many 
including leaders like Linga Reddy, Raghavendra Rao, P.R. Kokil and others were severely, injures. After this event, the authorities 
withdrew newspapers and other facilities and termed the camp into a regular torture chamber. The prisoners refused to do the work 
and demanded better treatment as prisoners. The special aremed police was summoned and wild lathi charge has resorted. Comrade 
Janardhan of Nanded (Textile mills) comrade Agamaiah of the city textiles received serious head injuries and were bed – ridden. 
Others called Raghavendra Rao Aktal Ali, Ramulu, Keshava Reddy and others were fractured. The next day all the prisoners refused 
to take food and demanded that the leaders be brought back to the barracks. The superintendent told the prisoners that he had orders 
from the Government to break the communists’ bones and ribs so that they were unable to take part in any activity when they went 
out. The torture in the concentration camp erected by the liberation government and such was the heroic struggle of the leaders of our 
toiling people. 
 
Gulbarga Jail  
  The Prisoners in Gulbarga jail, they were giving only two bajra or jowar chapathis, which were full of sand stones and were 
half – baked. They were made with rotten millet full or worms. Staff trained in bestiality was brought to run the camp. The 
superintendent of the jail was tyranny personified. The jailor was an Anglo – Indian drunkand and excelled the superintendent in 
barbarism. The Narayana Reddy a Jamadar he was an ordinary sepoy in the secunderabad jail, had been promoted to this post because 
of his special qualities of resorting to various barbarous methods in dealing with prisoners. For this situation the prisoners went of 
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hunger strike demanding at least third-class treatment. The officers all were collectively lathi charged and then separated into small 
groups. They were beaten on their necks. Finally, they ultimately succeeded. After the prisoner’s agitation, they given rice, the small 
amount of Millet flour, vegetables and pulses were given and the prisoners were permitted to cook for themselves. 
 
Bhid jail  
  Bhid jail located at Maharashtra area. In this jail prisoners also against the jail officials about the facilities. The same struggle 
the harassment and ultimately then same facilities were wrested. There was a specialty in torture in this jail. ‘Tick-tick’, a balance like 
thing, was hung up and the prisoners were asked to get into the balance. They used Singapore canes soaked on oil to beat the 
prisoners. They took scissors and cut the skin that had peeled off and applied chili powder. Some prisoners died due to this savage 
treatment. The prisoners fought against this barbaric punishment as well, and the authorities were forced to give it up. 
 
Warangal Jail  
  Present Telangana region in Warangal jail two thousand prisoners conducted similar struggles. One day a prisoner was beaten 
by officials until he fell unconscious. This incident heard by other prisoners who rose like a wave wrenched out the iron bars and 
broke open the small gates. They proceeded to the main gate. All officers and jail warders fled for their lives. The police and military 
were called for by phone. Before the main gate could be tempered with, the military came and opened fire, killing a number of people. 
A police constable a number of convicts and other jail staff were also injured. The prisoners then went back to the barracks. Later 
Lathi – charges continued. Even in a single – gunj, as many as four prisoners were kept. After long – drawn – out struggles, they had 
to concede the demands in this jail as well. 
 
Secunderabad, Hyderabad jails  
  The conditions of the prisoners even in the state capital jails wer no better. The prisoners sent memoranda to the government 
demanding that they be treated as 1st and 2nd class prisoners that they be given not iron vessels but aluminium ones. Hunger-strikes, 
Lathi-charges, breaking of heads double gunj followed. Some of them were imprisoned infinally cells which were only two square 
yards in area cells were cleaned only one time a day. Here – communist leaders like Ella Reddy, progressive writers like Sulaiman, 
Aktar Hussain the editor of payam, and his sister, college lecturer Razia and other were kept. As this struggle in the end resulted in 
provision of some 2nd class facilities and treatment.  
 
Lathi charge on women detenus of Warangal central jail. The newly arrived superintendent of Warangal jail stopped the usual 
issue of few rations to the women detenys. Women protesting this action. Fifty women detenus went on hunger strike. Superintendent 
directed a lathi – charge on these women detenus, as result of this eight women detenus were seriously injured, among, whom were 
Annapurnamma of Govindapuram, Thumma Narasamma of Sankeesa, B. Narasamma of Munagala, Kanthamma of Velidanda village. 
All the political prisoners went on a hunger strike protesting against the brutal lathi charges on their sisters. Comrade Rambayyam of 
pindiprolu village (Present Khammam Dist) was brutally beaten in this lathi-charge died in jail. So, the Warangal Trade Union 
congress appealed to democrats to condemn this festal action and demanded a public enquiry to punish the guilty. 
 
  Prisoners facing many problems in jails. Prisoners facing lack of medical Facilities when they asked the officials for 
medicine. They were reply was you are communist, why do you need medicines? no latrine facilities, food not given enough there are 
the problems facing prisoners in jail, the officials not clear the problems and also tortured the prisoners. Many party workers and 
people were kept in prisons without any charges or enquiry thousands of others were charged with various offences like dacoity, loot 
arson and murder. Even those charged with various offences were not tried in ordinary courts but only in special tribunals established 
under the military. Many lawyers came forward to defend them, the government threatened such lawyers with their consequences. At 
that time the advocates called Sri Manoharilal Saxena’, Sri Denial Lateef and Sri A.S.R. Chari who defended the cases in the High 
court and the Supreme court. The enquiries and hearings were all a force – cock and bull stories given by police officers; the public 
prosecutors in long and dreary arguments in English, not a word of which was understandable to the accused. Lawyers or police or 
Military authorities, even the Judges normally did not allow the accused to cross-examine these witnesses. The official established 
special Tribunals and Bogus Examinations are there. After Bogus hearings, some comrades were sentenced to life imprisonment, some 
to continuous imprisonment of 50 years. Even young boys were condemned to death and decades of imprisonment. Dina Lingayya a 
boy (14 years old) was sentenced to 46 years imprisonment, Yerrabothu Ramireddi (a 16 years old) boy was condemned to death in 
1950 by the court. He be longest to Appajipet village of Nalgonda. They foisted murder case on this young boy and sentenced him to 
death. Before the judgement the speech this young boy made resounded in the whole court like a testament. Later, an American 
woman correspondent interviewed this boy in prison his story and photo published in the American papers. 
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  Democrats all over the world reacted sharply to the nazi methods of the trial and the death sentences being imposed. 
Barristers like Danial Latheef Manoharlal saxena and Ganesh were informed about support the Demorats and prisoners. Bombay 
lawyers and others moved to Mr. Vellodi and the High court to stop the death sentence. “The Telangana Heroes diffence committee 
was constituted their slogans called ‘stop the death sentence on the Telangana.’ The democratic movement and the effort of democrats 
to fight it was also gaining momentum. Lawyers went in appeal against all the death sentences to the supreme court. After the 
withdrawal of the annual struggle sustained agitation was carried on to get the Telangana prisoners.  
 
Conclusion  
  The government was committing a atrocities even on prisoners inside the four walls of the jails, it had announced a bogus 
commission in 1950 to the scrutinize cases of prisoners and release the less dangerous. The government outside for the release of 
prisoners was also gaining strength. The government seeing the direction of the wind decided to appoint this committee. Before 
releasing the prisoners, this committee made a herculean effort to force the prisoners to declare that they were not communists. The 
release committee, headed by one Sri Anantha chari , accompanied by the collector, military commander Nanjappa and others, went to 
gulbarga jail in 1951 and asked everyone to fall in line, with their heads bent down. One prisoner raised his head straight and replied 
in the form of poem. The committee members completely upset with the feeling of prisoner it an insult beat up that particular prisoner 
sent him back to the barracks saying that there was no question of his relase. Though imprisonal between the four walls, prisoners 
were always thinking of what was happening outside and if the opportunity was available, they were always thinking of getting into 
the revolutionary atmosphere outside and always trying for such opportunities. Very high jail walls, a 24 hour guard by warders and 
other sepoys, locking up all barracks the whole night these were not easily surroundable difficulties. The most famous break  out of 
jail was that of comrade Nalla Narasimhulu, and Nandyala Sreenivas Reddy, two communist leaders of the Nalgonda district. 
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