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ABSTRACT 

India is now a leading country in the field of women's education. Women's education in India has also been a major concern 
of both the government and civil society as educated women can play a very important role in the development of the country. 
Education is the target of women's empowerment because it enables them to respond to challenges, face their traditional roles, and 
change their life. The present paper is an attempt to study the status of women's education in North-East states of India. The article 
uses census data from 2001 and 2011 to look at the total population and literacy rates in eight states in North-Eastern India.(IJMRA-
14646 Literacy Rates of North Eastern States, n.d.) Education for All (EFA) program and other many educational programs are 
providing various facilities to enhance the education for women, so these programs are very helpful to improve the girl’s education in 
India. But the position of girls’ education is not improving according to determined parameters for women. To know the present 
position of women's education, this study was conducted by us. And the study concluded that the rate of women's education is 
increasing but not in a proper manner.  

 
Keywords: Women, Education, Literacy Rate, North - East India, Census. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Women's education in India is highly necessary for the future of the country as women are the first teachers of their children 
means the future of the nation. If the education of women is getting ignored, it would be ignorant of the bright future of the nation. 
Women who are illiterate are unable to fully participate in the management of their families and the proper care of their children, 
resulting in a weak future generation. We can't possibly list all of the benefits of women's education. (K. Verma, 2016) 

 
Educated women may easily handle their family, make each family member responsible, infuse good qualities in children, 

participate in social works and all would lead her towards a socially and economically healthy nation. It's similar to an effective drug 
that can totally cure a patient and restore their health. Women's education is a significant opportunity for India's social and economic 
development. Educated women are the weapons that can have a good impact on Indian society by contributing at home and in the 
workplace. They are the driving force behind the countries and societies economic progress. A well-educated woman may 
successfully manage her personal and professional lives. They can effectively help to India's population management since, in 
compared to illiterate women, they prefer to marry later in life.(Y. S. Verma, 2011) 
 

Raja Ram Mohan Ray and Iswara Chandra Vidya Sagar were some famous social reformers during the British rule in India 
who paid their attention to women's education. Men and women make up half of the national population.They are like two sides of the 
coin so need equal opportunity to participate in the country's development. One cannot exist without others because women are 
everything as they give birth to the future generation. If they would be well educated, they would give rise to an educated future 
generation and thus healthy social and economic conditions in India. 

 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Muhammad Shoaib, Yasir Saeed, Shahid Nawaz Cheema (2012), “Education and Women Empowerment at Household Level: A 
Case Study of Women in Chirhiot, Pakistan”. In this paper, gender equality is given vital importance in the way of progress. In 
Pakistan, only a few factors are provided for women's empowerment in terms of economic, political, and social situations. Education 
has had a significant part in the empowerment of women. Given the relationship between education and women's empowerment, there 
is also. (United Nations, 2010) 
 

"Employment and Educational Status: Challenges of Women Empowerment in India," Pankaj Kumar Baro and Rahul Sarania 
(2014). This work emphasises the relevance of women's labour in rural and urban areas in contributing to society's progress. Gender 
equality is also a topic of this research. 
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Naha Elizabeth Emmanuel (2015), “Empowering Through Education with Special Reference to Indian Economy”. No country can 
develop well without the proper development of women. In the same condition, we see in India that many few women are giving 
contributions to the development of the country. Education is the pioneer of the development of women and also of the country. 
 
Choudhary (2011) investigated women administrators in India's higher education system. It was a case study of eleven Indian 
university vice-chancellors. The following are some of the significant findings: 1) The socio-economic conditions had no influence on 
the career progress of the women administrators. 2) The family & society-related issues were the major barriers during the initial 
period of struggle of the women administrators. (Banerjee, 2021)  
 
PROFILE OF NORTH EAST INDIA 

Consisting of eight states, the north-eastern part of India is bounded by China in the North, Bangladesh in the Southwest, 
Bhutan in the North West, Bhutan in the North West, and Burma in the east. Geographically and economically isolated from the rest 
of India, this region is only tenuously connected to the rest of the country via a 56-kilometer corridor that runs across the foothills of 
Bhutan and Sikkim to the state of West Bengal. The North–East Indian area is a true frontier. It shares a 2000-kilometer border with 
Bhutan, China, Myanmar, and Bangladesh, and is linked to the rest of India by a 20-kilometer-wide land corridor. The northeast 
covers a total area of 262,230 km2. Each state has its own local culture and traditions, making it one of Asia's most ethically and 
linguistically varied regions. The easternmost region of India, consisting of eight states, is known as North-East India (i.e. Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Manipuri, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, and Sikkim). India's North East has always been a crossroads for 
many different groups, faiths, and civilizations. More than 166 distinct tribes speak a diverse spectrum of languages in a region in 
northeast India. Some groups have migrated from as far as South East Asia throughout the centuries, retaining their traditional 
tractions and values while beginning to adapt to modern lifestyles. The lushness of its landscape, the range of communication, and 
geographical and ecological diversity makes the North East quite different from other parts of the subcontinent. 

 
According to the 1971 census, there are about 220 languages spoken in these states to their language’s families, namely Indo-

Aryan represented by Asamiya and Bangla, Austro- Asiatic represented by Khasi and Sino–Tibeto Burman, and the Siamese Chinese 
subfamilies also there are languages of the Tea–Tribes. North-East India is not evenly distributed in terms of socio-geographical and 
demographic factors. Some localities are entirely steep, while others are entirely flat. Assam is the most heavily inhabited state in the 
Brahmaputra Valley, occupying the lush lowlands. Arunachal Pradesh occupies the dense forest and sparsely populated foothills of the 
Himalayas and is one of the major tourist attractions because of its Buddhist influence. Meghalaya with its pine-clad hills and lakes is 
famous for being the wettest region of the world. Nagaland was rich war history that attracts tourists. The remaining four states, 
Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura, make up a magnificent landscape of verdant valleys, lush hills, and diverse flora and fauna. 

 
OBJECTIVES 

To study the current status of literacy rate in North-East India 
To analyze the districts – wise women literacy rate of the last two censuses in North-East India  
To study the major female education schemes in India 

 
METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 

The current study is a descriptive one. The research is based on secondary data sources. The sample spans the years 2001 
through 2011, according to census statistics. Various census surveys in India, as well as an online data bank of Indian census statistics, 
journals, and papers are the primary sources of data. 
 
RECENT POSITION OF EDUCATION IN NORTH – EAST INDIA 

In North-East India, women enjoy greater mobility and visibility than women of other communities in the country. Female 
education is not a priority in the tribal society, nor is it a part of the tribal culture in the garden. Because the majority of parents are 
illiterate or semi-literate, families and communities lack the culture to encourage children to pursue higher education. Tribal girls 
suffer the most as a result of the scene since they are withdrawn early to be forced to perform domestic tasks as a condition of 
marriage or married out early. The tribal society's concern with girl child education appears to be inherent in their traditional value 
system. They have different ideas about what a man and a woman's position in society should be, and they socialize their children 
appropriately. 

 
Women are twice as likely as males to be illiterate in the North-eastern states, accounting for two-thirds of the region's 

illiterate people. Gender disparities in education vary widely throughout the region's states, although they are often wider in districts 
with lower total literacy and school enrolment. Regardless matter whether a person lives in a rural or urban area, gender disparities in 
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literacy and school enrolment continue. Closing educational gaps between men and women will boost the state's economy. Equal 
opportunity, however, is insufficient. The majority of current efforts are centred on ensuring that all children, both boys, and girls, 
receive the same high-quality education. However, there's no need to be disheartened. 

 
Table – 1: Literacy Rate in North – East India Since 1951 to 2011 (Per cent) 

SI.No States 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 
1 Arunachal Pradesh - 7.13 11.29 25.55 41.59 54.34 65.39 
2 Assam 18.53 32.95 33.94 - 52.89 63.25 72.19 
3 Manipur 12.57 36.04 38.47 49.66 59.89 70.50 76.90 
4 Meghalaya - 26.92 29.49 42.05 49.10 62.56 74.43 
5 Mizoram 31.14 44.01 53.80 59.88 82.26 88.80 91.33 
6 Nagaland 10.52 21.95 33.78 50.28 61.65 66.59 79.60 
7 Sikkim - - 17.74 34.05 56.94 68.81 81.42 
8 Tripura - 20.24 30.98 50.10 60.44 73.19 87.22 
All India 18.33 28.30 34.45 43.57 52.21 64.84 72.99 

Source: Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India & Planning Commission, Govt. of India. (ON326) 
 

Table – 1 shows that the Pre - Independence time literacy rate in North-East India. The percentage of literacy rate according 
to the 1951 census of the Mizoram was high e.g 31.14 percent compared to other states in North - East India. Mizoram's literacy rate 
was increased every census period. The 2011 census shows that Mizoram was 91.3 percent of the overall literacy rate. According to 
1961 to 2011 census showed that low literacy rate in Arunachal Pradesh e.g 7.13 to 65.39 percent. Through this census, we can come 
to a conclusion that the literacy rate in North – East India from 1951 to 2011 has been an immense upward trend. The growth rate has 
been constant with approximately a 10 percent growth rate throughout every ten years. 

 
WOMEN EDUCATIONAL STATUS IN NORTH – EAST INDIA 

The basis of women's exploitation and neglect is a lack of knowledge. Women's education can assist them grasp the 
constitutional and legislative measures in place to protect them in India. As a result, increasing women's educational attainment is 
crucial in enabling them to fulfil their goals on par with men in a variety of sectors. 

 
Table – 2: State-Wise Percentage of Female Literacy in North – East India according to 2001 and 2011 Census 

SI.No Name of the State 2001 2011 
1 Arunachal Pradesh 43.5 57.7 
2 Assam 54.6 66.3 
3 Manipur 60.5 70.3 
4 Meghalaya 59.6 72.9 
5 Mizoram 86.8 89.3 
6 Nagaland 61.5 76.1 
7 Sikkim 60.4 75.6 
8 Tripura 64.9 82.7 
All India 53.7 64.6 

Source: Census of India 2001 & 2011 
 
Table – 2 depicts that the overall female literacy rate in eight states of North – East India under the 2001 and 2011 census. 

The comparison of the 2001 and 2011 census shows an improvement in the overall female literacy rate in all the North–East India 
states. The highest overall female literacy rate was Mizoram (86.8 percent in 2001 and 89.3 percent in 2011) while the lowest literacy 
rate was Arunachal Pradesh (43.5 percent in 2001 and 57.7 percent in 2011) census. In the 2001 census, the states of Mizoram, 
Tripura, Nagaland, Manipur, and Sikkim registered more than 60 percent female literacy rate while all the states (except Arunachal 
Pradesh and Assam) registered more than 70 percent female literacy rate in the 2011 census. 
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Table – 3: State-wise Districts arranged by descending order of Literacy Rate of Female in North – East India according to 
2001 and 2011 Census 

SI.No States Districts 2001 2011 
1 Mizoram  Aizawl  96.06 97.67 
  Serchhip  95.02 97.53 
  Champhai  89.64 94.59 
  Kolasib  89.37 92.38 
  Lunglei  80.74 85.49 
  Saiha  78.39 87.34 
  Mamit  75.66 80.35 
  Lawngtlai  46.68 57.12 
All Mizoram 86.8 89.3 
2 Tripura  West Tripura 70.24 83.15 
  North Tripura 65.73 80.83 
  South Tripura 60.75 84.76 
  Dhalai  51.57 79.64 
All Tripura 64.9 82.7 
3 Nagaland  Mokokchung  82.20 91.74 
  Wokha  76.46 84.58 
  Dimapur  73.34 82.54 
  Kohima  66.64 81.56 
  Zunheboto  65.80 83.61 
  Phek  63.08 73.50 
  Tuensang  46.12 70.40 
  Mon  37.12 52.39 
  Peren 59.39 73.57 
  Kiphire 44.10 65.44 
  Longlang  41.15 70.35 
All Nagaland 61.5 76.1 
4 Sikkim  East  67.74 79.41 
  South  61.02 76.58 
  North  57.65 69.92 
  West  50.75 72.12 
All Sikkim 60.4 75.6 
5 Meghalaya  East Khasi Hills 75.82 84.15 
  West Khasi Hills 64.21 78.30 
  Ri Bhoi 62.67 75.85 
  East Garo Hills 55.74 71.32 
  Jaintia Hills 55.54 66.71 
  South Garo Hills 48.61 67.72 
  West Garo Hills 44.51 63.34 
All Meghalaya 59.6 72.9 
6 Manipur  Imphal West  71.30 80.17 
  Imphal East 65.30 75.32 
  Churachandpur  63.10 78.50 
  Ukhrul  65.40 76.95 
  Bishnupur  55.70 66.68 
  Thoubal  52.50 64.09 
  Tamenglong  49.00 63.69 
  Chandel  48.00 63.96 
  Senapati  51.20 57.67 
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All Manipur 60.5 70.3 
7 Assam Jorhat 68.49 78.22 
  Sivasagar 66.81 75.69 
  Kamrup 58.95 67.69 
  Dibrugarh 59.95 69.52 
  Golaghat 60.99 72.18 
  Lakhimpur 59.59 71.91 
  Karimganj 57.28 73.49 
  Cachar 59.41 74.62 
  Udalguri 46.34 59.17 
  Nalbari 63.71 73.85 
  Dhemaji 53.86 62.13 
  Nagaon 54.74 69.21 
  Tinsukia 50.78 63.54 
  Sonitpur 49.80 62.53 
  Morigaon 51.51 64.99 
  Goalpara 50.85 64.53 
  Bongaigaon 52.69 65.18 
  Hailakandi 50.46 68.54 
  Karbi Anglong 47.30 64.62 
  Barpeta 47.16 59.04 
  Darrang 46.34 60.40 
  Kokrajhar 43.06 67.27 
  Dhubri 40.02 54.26 
  Dima Hasao 58.39 72.15 
  Chirang  42.87 57.87 
  Kamrup Metropalitan 77.51 85.82 
  Baksa  48.33 62.23 
All Assam 54.6 66.3 
8 Arunachal Pradesh Papum Para 61.72 76.65 
  West Siang 53.24 60.76 
  Dibang Valley 48.96 59.10 
  West Kameng 48.56 60.80 
  Lohit 44.59 61.62 
  Upper Subansiri 42.74 60.51 
  Changlang 39.85 52.08 
  Upper Siang 39.09 55.22 
  Lower Subansiri 36.19 70.10 
  Tawang 30.87 48.75 
  Tirap 29.00 41.83 
  East Kameng 28.86 54.18 
  East Siang 52.42 67.90 
  Lower Dibang Valley 49.37 63.56 
  Kurung Kumey 17.45 44.31 
  Anjaw 21.57 46.39 
All Arunachal Pradesh 43.5 57.7 
All India 53.7 64.6 

Source: Census of India 2001 & 2011 
 

Table – 3 shows that district-wise female literacy rates among states of North - East India vary widely (census 2001 and 
2011) from 86.8 per cent and 89.3 per cent in Mizoram. Aizawl district 96.06 per cent and 97.67 per cent and lowest female literacy 
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rate in Lawngtlai 46.68 and 57.12 according to the census 2001 and 2011. In Nagaland state of Mokokchung district above 80 per cent 
of female literacy rate in census 2001 and 2011. It also depicts that the lowest female literacy in Arunachal Pradesh of Kurung Kumey 
and Anjaw district i.e. 17.45 and 21.57 per cent of the 2001 census. According to the 2011 census, it shows that 44.31 and 46.39 per 
cent respectively. 

 
MAJOR FEMALE EDUCATION SCHEMES IN INDIA 

Despite the forceful intervention of a bastion of female privilege, feminist critics, constitutional guarantees, protecting laws, 
and sincere efforts by state governments and the central government through various schemes and programmes over the last 62 years, 
India remains an enigma in terms of the upliftment of women's plight in terms of education for several reasons. 

 
India has taken aggressive attempts to improve women's position and education both before and after independence. The 86th 

Constitutional Amendment Act of 2002 was a watershed moment in the advancement of education, particularly for women. 
Elementary education is a fundamental right for children from 6 to 14 years old, according to this act. The government has committed 
to provide this education free of charge and mandatory for those in that age group. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is the name given to this 
project (SSA). 

 
Since then, the SSA has devised a number of programmes to promote both inclusive and exclusive expansion of Indian 

education as a whole, as well as schemes to promote female education. 
 

The major schemes are the following 
 Mahila Samakhya Programme: As a part of the New Education Policy, this programme began in 1988. (1968). It was 

intended to empower rural women, particularly those from socially and economically vulnerable communities. When the SSA 
was founded, it appointed a committee to investigate this programme, see how it was operating, and make recommendations 
for new modifications. 

 Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya Scheme (KGBV): This programme began in July 2004 with the goal of providing 
primary education to girls. It is particularly intended for the disadvantaged and rural areas, where female literacy is extremely 
low. Reservations are made for backward class girls in 75% of the schools and BPL (Below Poverty Line) females in 25% of 
the schools. 

 National Programme for Education of Girls at Elementary Level (NPEGEL): This programme began in July of 2003. It 
served as a motivator to reach out to girls who the SSA had not been able to reach through other programmes. The SSA made a 
special appeal to the "hardest-to-reach girls." This plan has been implemented in 24 Indian states. "Model schools" have been 
established under the NPEGEL to provide greater possibilities for girls. 

 
STEPS TO IMPROVE WOMEN'S EDUCATION:  
It goes without saying that the following goals can only be met by first ensuring that women receive a good education. Women's 
knowledge, skills, attitudes, and other potentials for full involvement in national development will be developed as a result of this. 
 
The following are the goals for improving women's education: 
1. Enable women to enhance the health and diet of their families. 
2. Boost women's productivity, enhancing the level of living for their families. 
3. Provide women with access to relevant technologies and cooperative management. 
4. Enhance the societal and cultural status of women. 
5. Make it easier for women to carry out their tasks. 
6. Assist women in overcoming their own worries of inadequacy or inferiority. 
7. Educate women in all aspects of their lives, including mental, social, physical, psychological, religious, and economic development. 
 
ADVANTAGES OF WOMEN EDUCATION  

In India, female education is critical for the country's future since women are the first teachers of their children, who are the 
nation's future. If women's education is neglected, the nation's bright future will be jeopardised. Women who are illiterate are unable 
to fully participate in the management of their families and the proper care of their children, resulting in a weak future generation. We 
can't possibly list all of the benefits of female education. An educated woman can easily manage her home, assign responsibility to 
each family member, instil positive traits in children, and participate in social activities, all of which will lead her to a socially and 
economically healthy nation. When a guy is educated, only that individual is educated; yet, when a woman is educated, the entire 
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country is educated. The powerful part of society is weakened by a lack of female education. As a result, women should have equal 
access to education and should not be viewed as second-class citizens. 

 
CONCLUSION 

In the sphere of women's education, India is presently a world leader. According to the Government of India's Census Report, 
education for girls is the most powerful tool for social transformation. Education also helps to alleviate inequities and serves as a tool 
of raising one's status within the family. To encourage the education of women at all levels and for the strength of gender bias in 
providing knowledge and education, established schools, colleges and universities even exclusively for women in the state. Education 
for All (EFA) programme and other many educational programmes are providing various facilities to enhance the education for 
women, so these programmes are very helpful to improve the girl’s education in India. After independence, there has been a 
significant increase in population and literacy percentage in North – East India. According to census 2001 and 2011 in the North-East 
states, Mizoram has the highest female literacy rate of 86.8 per cent and 89.3 per cent. Arunachal Pradesh has the lowest rate of 
female literacy 43.5 per cent and 57.7 per cent in the last two censuses. In term of female literacy, Mizoram rank first among the 
North–East India’s states and Tripura and Nagaland second and third rank among the eight states of North - East India according to 
the latest 2011 census. 
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