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Race and Gender are the main concepts of society which have been practiced since history. The issue related to race and 

gender is a consistent threat and hurdle to the welfare and development of society. The present times are still in the grip of disparities 
related to race and gender. Racism and gender inequality have remained as an inerasable mark till date. In literature, race and gender 
are elaborately discussed and analyzed. The combination of race and gender is disastrous.  The American, Afro-American, African 
and Postcolonial literature discuss the issue of race and gender. 

 
Gender and Race 

Gender is a construct which has been discussed by many critics in different platforms. Gender is a social, political and 
historical construct. Gender includes concepts on sexuality and psychology. Gender implicates itself in various ways on varied 
platforms like home, school and institutes both public and private. Gender also is related to religious and cultural aspects. Gender 
politics has been an issue since the beginning of history to contemporary times. Gender politics can be critiqued from the times of 
mythologies to till date autobiographies. Moreover, gendering is a daily routine activity which is practiced indifferently. To 
substantiate, 

 
Gender consists in a pattern of relations that develops over time to define male and female, masculinity and femininity, 
simultaneously structuring and regulating people’s relation to society. It is deeply embedded in every aspect of society – 
in our institutions, in public spaces, in art, clothing, and movement. Gender is embedded in experience in all settings 
from government offices to street games. It is embedded in the family, the neighborhood, church, school, the media, 
walking down the street, eating in a restaurant, going to the restroom. And these settings and situations are all linked to 
one other in a structured fashion. Gender is so intricately organized at every level of experience that there is something 
approaching a seamless connection between a girl’s desire for a frilly party dress and the male control of the means of 
production. (Penelope, Sally 20) 
 

Lesbianism is a practice or tendency of women attracted to other women, which can be both biological and psychological. 
Lesbianism is not considered to be a normal issue in the society and lesbians are excluded from the society. Homogeneousness 
questions their (lesbians) authenticity and the very way they exclude themselves from the practices of social and cultural patriarchal 
practices. To quote, 

 
To destroy “woman” does not mean that we aim, short of physical destruction, to destroy lesbianism simultaneously 
with the categories of sex, because lesbianism provides for the moment the only social form in which we can live freely. 
Lesbian is the only concept I know of which is beyond the categories of sex (woman and man), because the designated 
subject (lesbian) is not a woman, either economically, or politically, or ideologically. For what makes a woman is a 
specific social relation to a man, a relation that we have previously called servitude, a relation which implies personal 
and physical obligation as well as economic obligation (“forced residence,” domestic corvée, conjugal duties, unlimited 
production of children, etc.), a relation which lesbians escape by refusing to become or to stay heterosexual. (Wittig 10) 

 
Racism against the Blacks dates back to the times of colonization and persisted for many generations. The blacks belonged to 

the different race and were treated brutally by the white. The atrocities on blacks include slave trading, discrimination on all platforms, 
segregation on social, political, historical and economical levels. Racism has been one of the worst social evils and practices the world 
has witnessed till date. The blacks were ostracized, humiliated, lynched and marginalized. To define, “Racism, the belief in the 
inherent superiority of one race over all others and thereby the right to dominance. Sexism, the belief in the inherent superiority of one 
sex over the other and thereby the right to dominance. Ageism. Heterosexism. Elitism. Classism.” (Lorde) 

 
Racism has been analyzed in different literature and theories. The postcolonial theory thoroughly evaluates the aspects of 

race and slavery. The trauma of racism is well depicted in many classics of American literature and postcolonial literature. Racism as 
an issue exists even till date and is practiced in some of the regions. The racial politics is widely performed and exhibited without any 
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hitches. In the fields of literature, the issue of race remains, as most of the literature is yet to be considered under the standards of 
criticism. To elaborate, 

 
What is fascinating, however, is to observe how their lavish exploration of literature manages not to see meaning in the 
thunderous, theatrical presence of black surrogacy—an informing, stabilizing, and disturbing element—in the literature 
they do study. It is interesting, not surprising, that the arbiters of critical power in American literature seem to take 
pleasure in, indeed relish, their ignorance of African-American texts. What is surprising is that their refusal to read black 
texts—a refusal that makes no disturbance in their intellectual life—repeats itself when they reread the traditional, 
established works of literature worthy of their attention. (Morrison 6-7) 

 
“My Lover is a Woman” by Pat Parker 

If I could take all my parts with me when I go somewhere, and not have to say to one of them, ‘No, you stay home 
tonight, you won't be welcome,’ because I’m going to an all-white party where I can be gay, but not Black. Or I’m 
going to a Black poetry reading, and half the poets are anti-homosexual or thousands of situations where something of 
what I am cannot come with me. The day all the different parts of me can come along, we would have what I would call 
a revolution. (Parker)  

 
Pat Parker was an American poet and lesbian feminist. She is known for her work Movement in Black. She was an activist 

and worked for the betterment of women and against domestic violence and racism. Her poem “My Lover is a Woman” showcases her 
pains of being a lesbian and black. Audre Lorde, an American poet, who wrote foreword to Pat Parker’s Movement in Black, mentions 
that, “There were poems in her mouth, on the tables, in the refrigerator, under the bed, and in the way she cast about the apartment, 
searching for—not answers—but rather, unexpressable questions. We were both Black; we were both Lesbians; we were both poets in 
a very white, straight, male world, and we sat up all night trading poems.” (Lorde 11) 

 
The poem “My Lover is a Woman” by Pat Parker explicates different angles of both race and gender. The two issues- race 

and gender have been interrogated since their inception in history. There have been irresolvable questions on race and gender which 
are addressed and dealt till date. The issues remain as they were. In the contemporary times, the society has been witnessing 
consistently how racism and gender disparities exist and are consciously practiced. Even in current times, we come across murders, 
rapes and molestation in the performed under the disguise of gender and race. The society has not yet transformed into an inclusive 
society where the unusual and the uncommon can survive. 

 
In this poem the poet tries to enhance the meanings of race and gender inequalities by expressing herself in a sarcastic tone. 

She analyses the two identities i.e., the black and the lesbian. The very title is so loud that it exhibits the poet’s clarity and confidence 
in presenting her ideologies. The title of the poem showcases that the poet will discuss lesbianism. But the poem is also about race, 
racism and problems of transgender. Moreover, the poem discusses the black who are gay, a black woman in love with the white 
woman, family and society. The poem is divided into four parts and in every part the poet stresses on responses to race and gender. 
The lines below explain how her family has been reacting to her homosexuality. But the poet feels secured and doesn’t bother about 
the responses when she is with her lover. These lines also exhibit how lesbians, queers are disrespected in the society. 

 
then-i never think of/my family’s voices/never hear my sisters say/ 
bulldaggers, queers, funny/come see us. (Parker) 

 
The poet continues to share her agony of how her mother’s heart will be broken and her father’s soul will not rest in peace, if 

they find out her affair with a woman and her lesbian identity. The parents would never welcome back such a child or daughter home. 
In the first part the poet discusses her lover, fear of exclusion and her family. 

 
In the second part, she continues to endorse her love and lover, and introduces the issue of race. Few lines in the beginning 

depict the lover’s blonde soft hair and the caressing moments. These moments of love are precious for the poet as they console and 
soothe her black identity. The below lines prove it.  

 
“then—i never think of the little boy/who spat & called me nigger/never think of the policemen/ who kicked my body & said 
crawl/never think of Black bodies/hanging in trees or filled/with bullet holes/never hear my sisters say/white folks hair stinks/don’t 
trust any of them/never feel my father/turn in his grave/never hear my mother talk/of her backache after scrubbing floors/ 
never hear her cry/Lord, what kind of child is this?” (Parker) 
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The poet juxtaposes both race and gender in this part and explicates how love overrules the pain of race. When she is in the 
company of her white lover, she never bothers or is hurt for being called nigger or black. She doesn’t care for the police who kicks or 
never thinks of the black bodies hanging and shot dead. She is not disturbed by the harsh words of her family members anymore. The 
poet portrays the lives of the blacks and how they are harassed in the society. However, she claims that she is not perturbed by this 
harassment and black identity when she is with her white woman lover. She showcases her lesbian identity and feels consoled as the 
white woman loves her. Though the poet is troubled by her black identity, she seems to pacify herself by loving a white woman. 

 
In the third part of the poem, the poet appears to be more candid in expressing her views on gender and race.  
 

“then—i never think of the blue/eyes that have glared at me/moved three stools away from me in a bar/never hear my sisters rage/of 
syphilitic Black men as/guinea pigs/rage of sterilized children/watch them just stop in an/ intersection to scare the old/white bitch” 
(Parker) 
 

The poet confesses that her lover’s blue eyes induce love and warmth. She is basking under the soothing shade of her lover’s 
blue eyes and no more worries about the other blue eyes which glared, moving away from her. She is indifferent to her sister’s rage, 
the black men and the white women. In these lines the poet displays more issues of racism where she hints of atrocities on black men 
and children. 

 
The fourth part of the poem depicts how society treats the gays or the lesbians. The poet explains the same in the lines below. 

“& when we go to a gay bar/& my people shun me because i crossed/the line/& her people look to see what's/wrong with her/what 
defect/drove her to me/& when we walk the streets/of this city/forget and touch/or hold hands/& the people/stare, glare, frown, & 
taunt/at those queers.”(Parker) 
 

She is humiliated in the society for being a lesbian and for crossing the limits of gender. People stare at her with question 
marks on their face and the glares say it all. When both the lady lovers walk on the streets holding their hands, people ridicule and 
taunt by calling them as queers. She tolerates all the suffering and harassment by the society and the family for being a queer. 
Nevertheless, the poet attains love, solace and recognition in the love of a white woman. She no more bothers about her identity 
connected to family and society. 

 
The poem analyses the concepts of race and gender equally. However, the poet is quite clear and candid in expressing that 

she can be gay but not black. This statement represents that racism is more devastating. The poet consoles herself by loving a white 
woman where she attains all the attention, identity, love and respect, which is not rendered by the white race. The poet is showcasing 
these issues in a sarcastic way but promotes inclusion of blacks and queers in a justifiable method through this poem.  
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