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INTRODUCTION 

India has an affluent history and heritage of arts and crafts. Art-based entrepreneurs are the backbone of India’s non-farm 
rural economy, the notable aspect about these rural art-based entrepreneurs is that they belong to the unorganised sector. As per the 
result of the labour force survey on employment and unemployment conducted in 2011-12 by NSSO, the number of estimated 
employed people was 47.41 crore of which 82.7% of the workforce (39.14 crores) was in the unorganised sector. This unorganised 
sector can contribute a lot to the Indian economy by providing employment opportunities, generation of rural income and improving 
the purchasing power of rural people. An entrepreneur is someone who bears the risk of identifying an opportunity to do something 
new ideas and find an innovative way of taking advantage of that opportunity without any assurance of success and serving the nation 
in the form of not only self-reliance but also putting an example in front of society.  

 
Artist and Artisan meaning: Defining an artist Job responsibilities of an Artist include: Developing ideas for a canvas or 

product, Selecting a medium for a final work, including texture, size, or area, Collecting work for a portfolio, Applying for grants for 
financial support rather Job responsibilities of an Artisan include: Using and mixing mediums like paint, metal, glass, or fabric, 
Shaping, glueing, sewing, testing and producing products, Displaying work at various sites including auctions, craft shows or online 
markets, Estimating costs and material needs. They spend a good portion of their time selling and promoting their items in various 
marketplaces. 

 
An Art-based Entrepreneur:  An Entrepreneur who practices at the scale of an artisan developing creative and cultural ideas, 

products, and services and serving to society and nation by becoming self-reliant in spite of being uneducated or less educated; putting 
an immense example before the society of Swavalamban.  

 
The art-based entrepreneur can be described as a skilled worker who derives more than 50% of his livelihood income from 

village crafts like art and handicraft maker, weaver (sarees, stole, shawl, dhoti), potters, metal wares makers (silver, copper, brass), 
sculpturists (wood, metal, clay, stone), leatherworker, carpentry, etc. The rural artisans conduct their activities mostly at their own 
residence and the family persons are employed as labours. They utilize local raw materials and produce articles as per the local needs. 
These rural artisans also perform certain activities which can be regarded as an ancillary service to the farming and agricultural sector.  

 
Here are some kinds are mentioned in the form of Art based Entrepreneurs; these are as followings: 

 Art based social Entrepreneurs 
 Commercial Arts Entrepreneurs  
 Cultural Entrepreneurs 
 Project Oriented Entrepreneurs within an Arts Organization 

 
Creative Entrepreneurs Artisans in Varanasi 
I. Art, craft, music, literature, dance, and textile traditions of Varanasi are the areas of great art-based entrepreneurs from so many 

years of glorious history. The most renowned craft of Varanasi city is silk weaving. 'Banarasi Sarees', produced by local 
craftsmen are among the most preferred, not only in India but also all over the world. Along with the famous Benarasi Sari, 
brassware, copperware, ivory work, glass bangles, wood, stone, and clay toys and exquisite gold jewelry are some of the other 
crafts Varanasi cities is famous for. Bhadohi Carpets is the surrounding area of Varanasi has a special attraction for art-based 
entrepreneurs. 

II. Banarsi Saree - A Banarasi saree made in Varanasi are among the supreme sarees in India and are known for their gold and 
silver brocade or zari, fine silk, and outstanding embroidery. The sarees are relatively heavy as they are made of gauzily woven 
silk and are decorated with intricate design and zari work. 

III. Antiques n wooden toys - Antique fashions come alive in the city with exquisite work and ancient embroidery techniques, 
known as 'Kal balta' and 'khinbab'. The wooden toys are the best example of art-based entrepreneur in Varanasi. 
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IV. Carpet Industry - The Varanasi and its nearby areas/towns are well-known for carpet making, handicrafts, weaving, and 
designing various fiber-based items for use and for adornment. The Varanasi-Bhadohi-Mirzapur belt in Uttar Pradesh state is a 
unique combination of cities and towns as it produces the maximum number of carpets and textiles in the country. The carpets 
produced in the Varanasi region are illustrious for their fineness in quality and design. Every carpet that is woven here has a 
distinctive and unique grace and unmatched style. 

 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The main objective of this paper is to study in details the works and activities of the art-based entrepreneur, the issues and 
challenges faced by these artisans and the support from government to them for self-reliant India and significance of Art based 
entrepreneurs in the path of swavalamban. 

1. To understand the significance of the work and activities of the art-based entrepreneurs 
2. To focus upon the issues and challenges faced by art-based entrepreneurs. 
3. To highlight the policies taken by government for Art based Entrepreneur as a symbol of self-reliant.  

 
V. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: This research paper is done by exploratory research, based on the secondary data collected 

from various journals, websites, articles and media reports.  
VI. REVIEW OF LITERATURE: There are many hurdles and obstacles which are emerging while considering successful 

policies for the art based entrepreneur, the skill of artisans continues to be old and technology is traditional. The problems faced 
by the unorganised sector of these entrepreneurs are lack of knowledge for pleasing to the eye their skill, less exposure to 
information and technically know-how, lack of formal training, lack of  marketing support in terms of online expansion of their 
market, noncompetitive products in terms of technological era etc. . 

VII.  PROBLEMS FACED BY ART BASED ENTREPRENEUR 
 Major critical factors which are facing by the Art based Entrepreneur are listed below.  

1. Vulnerable Financial Power: The financial position of the artisans is very weak hence they had to depend on the money lenders 
for the financial requirements, who charge overpriced rate of interest on this loan which becomes hardest task for these art-
based Entrepreneur to repay it. 

2. Less education or Uneducation: Mostly rural artisans are uneducated and illiterate thus lack of education makes it difficult to 
deal with stock, right to use government schemes and good deal with traders and middlemen.  

3. Lack of knowledge of skill development and technologically revolution. Generally, Art based entrepreneurs lack the financial 
capability for advancement of technology in manufacture or to fabricate and to undergo necessary trainings on regular basis. 
Most of the artisans engaged in handloom and handicraft business are using old and obsolete tools, machinery and equipments 
which drastically effect upon the quality and quantity of their product. 

4. Shift of rural customers towards the industrial product with the growth of industrialization the demand of handloom and 
handicraft products are decreasing considerably and the buyers are fascinated towards machine made, good looking, and having 
less cost attractive package products.  

5. Lack of infrastructural facilities: Art based entrepreneurs are lacking various infrastructural facilities like communication, work 
sheds, storage space, packing facilities and transportation. Further due to lack of education and training, artisans are often 
unable to supply their products online.  

6. Lack of marketing support: art-based entrepreneur’s needs more online marketing support and significant platform in the path 
of becoming more Self-reliant. 

 
VIII. PRESENT SCENARIO: Due to the Covid 19 pandemic scenario our central government is focusing upon skill-based work 

and promoting skills in the path Of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat for this reason these days the Art based entrepreneurs are getting 
promoted by our government. Some of the Art based Entrepreneurs are mentioned following: 
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35 Unique Handicrafts and Geographical Indications in India 
 Aranmula Kannadi, Kerala 
 Channapatna Toys, Karnataka 
 Kondapalli Toys, Andhra Pradesh 
 Bidriware, Karnataka 
 Thanjavur Doll, Tamil Nadu 
 Kathputli, Rajasthan 
 Dhokra, Chhattisgarh 
 Nirmal Toys and Craft, Telangana 
 Cane and Bamboo Crafts, Assam 
 Mysore Rosewood Inlay, Karnataka 
 Bastar Iron and Wooden Craft, Chhattisgarh 
 Karimnagar Silver Filigree, Telangana 
 Thanjavur Art Plate, Tamil Nadu 
 Swamimalai Bronze Icons, Tamil Nadu 
 Sankheda Furniture, Gujarat 
 Khurja Pottery, Uttar Pradesh 
 Villianur Terracotta Works, Pudhucherry 
 Konark Stone Carving, Odisha 
 Jaipur Blue Pottery, Rajasthan 
 Coconut Shell Craft, Kerala 
 Budithi Bell and Brass Craft, Andhra Pradesh 
 Bamboo Work, Chhattisgarh 
 Longpi Coiled Pottery, Manipur 
 Kamrupi Crafts, Assam 
 Agra Marble Art, Uttar Pradesh 
 Terracotta Work, Assam 
 Saharanpur Wood Crafts, Uttar Pradesh 
 Pembarthi Metal Craft, Telangana 
 Sea Shell Crafts, Andaman 
 Pipli Applique Work, Odisha 
 Rogan Printing, Kutch 
 Jutti, Punjab 
 Ravanahatha, Rajasthan 
 Patravali, Chhattisgarh 
 Kolhapuri Chappal, Maharashtra 

 
Other most famous items of India also include Solapuri Chaddar, Solapur Terry Towel, Kinnal Craft,Leather Toys of Indore, 

Salem Fabric, Chanderi Sarees,Coorg mandarin,Malabar pepper, Kullu Shawl, Punjab Phulkari and Mysore Betel leaf.  
  
This is the art n crafts work according to clusterwise and prduct quantity. 

S.No. Crafts Cluster(s) Product(s) 
1 Ari-work 2  68 
2 Bidri 1  19 
3 Cane & Bamboo 125 4931 
4 Carpet 15 477 
5 Coir Twisting  2  64 
6 Conch-Shell  3  154 
7 Doll & Toys 15 220 
8 Filigree & Silverware  2  90 
9 Folk Painting 10 119 
10 Furniture 9  199 
11 Grass, Leaf, Read & Fiber 85 2911 
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12 Horn & Bone 1  8 
13 Jewellery  37 926 
14 Jute  6  142 
15 Leather (Footwear) 9  105 
16 Leather (Other Articles)  11 341 
17 Leather Craft 1  14 
18 Meenakari 5  73 
19 Metal Images (Classical)  5  47 
20 Metal Images (Folk) 5  15 
21 Metal Ware  40 1194 
22 Miscellaneous Crafts  9  458 
23 Musical Instrument 4  87 
24 Natural Fiber Bag  2  38 
25 Patch work 1  31 
26 Pottery and Clay Objects  14 494 
27 Rugs & Durries 11 149 
28 Shawl Embroidery 1  83 
29 Stone (Carving) 19 664 
30 Stone (Inlay) 6  24 
31 Terracotta 32 1195 
32 Textile ( Hand Embroidery)  307 12518 
33 Textile (Hand Printed)  54 2035 
34 Textile (Handloom) 55 1665 
35 Theatre, Costumes & Puppet 1  7 
36 Wood (Carving) 41 1388 
37 Wood (Inlay) 4  85 
38 Wood (Turning and Lacquer Ware)  10 312 
39 Zari 45 1962 
  Total   35312 

 
SCHEMES BY GOVERNMENT FOR ART BASED ENTREPRENEUR 

The schemes implemented by Office of the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) are composite in nature and not 
specific to area, caste or gender. The artisans belonging to all communities including women artisans draw benefits from the schemes. 
Office of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), is implementing following generic schemes: 
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CONCLUSION  
In Ancient India art-based Entrepreneurs were the backbone of the Indian Society; but in recent years Art based entrepreneurs 

mostly work on traditional or unorganised sector in which they are vulnerable to exploitation and low wages. Their economic and 
social conditions are lower as compare to the people in other sector. Despite efforts being taken by government, issues like lack of 
implementation of policies and concentration on the macro perspective have ceased the effectiveness of the efforts, giving little or no 
results. yet today from covid 19 pandemic scenario as our central government focused upon the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat, Skill India and 
the development of skill, self-reliant in several imported goods: The Art based Entrepreneurs has become the most valuable 
character for the development. Thus, in this paper an attempt has been taken to study the challenges still facing by the art-based 
Entrepreneur and to identify the possible ways to overcome their challenges by the government measures and steps in the path of 
swavlamban. 
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