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Abstract 

From time immemorial human beings clothed themselves with woven materials. The beginning of handloom is unknown. 
However, it is an age-old tradition in India. Handloom is the pride of India’s culture and tradition. This skill passed on from 
generation to generation still continues. The handloom products of India have a unique place in the world from ancient times to till 
today. It flourished in India especially with royal patronage. Every village in India had a weaver. This once flourished sector had a 
great turning point during the British period. This paper gives an overview of the handloom sector. 
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Introduction 

Handloom is an important activity in many parts of India from time immemorial. Each state of India has its own tradition and 
is well known for its distinct handloom fabrics. Almost every Indian village had a weaver who provided the clothing needs of the local 
people. The history of India is woven with the story of handloom. The speciality of the handloom fabric is that each fabric will be 
unique. The output however depends on the skill of the weaver who weaves it. It survived for centuries and still survives in spite of 
many hurdles. The tradition and skill of handloom was passed on from generation to generation. The handloom tradition faced a 
setback with the advent of British rule. The main reason was the introduction of mechanized loom. However, it was revived and still 
survives by the efforts taken by the government and the organizations that works for the welfare of the handloom sector.  
 
Handloom- Meaning 

Weaving was a hall mark for the Indians. The traditional weaving was done with the help of looms. Thus, loom refers to the 
device used for weaving the fabric. They are wooden frames in which the artisans weave the fabrics. The fabrics are made from 
natural fibers like cotton, wool, silk and many more. They are weaved in the loom manually with the help of hand or foot. The fabrics 
produced with the help of these looms are referred as handlooms. 
 
Origin and Background of Handloom Tradition 

The origin of handloom in India is obscure. However, it has been dated back to the Indus Valley Civilization. One of the 
earliest evidence for using silk fabric was discovered from a burial urn in Maharashtra. A fabric with a swan design excavated at a site 
in Cairo, Egypt is also evidence for the existence of weaving in the ancient period. They also used Indian muslin cloth for dressing the 
mummies. Many historians like Herodottus, Bernier and Tarvenier had mentioned about the beauty of Indian handloom. The dyed 
cotton fabrics excavated in the ruins of Mohenjo-Daro is an example for the use of handloom fabrics in India. The Harappan people 
grew cotton and they weaved cloth by ginning and spinning. This is evident from the spindles and spindle whorls discovered at 
Harappa. They even exported cotton fabric to Mesopotamia. There are also references for exporting Indian fabrics to Rome, Egypt and 
China during the ancient period. The Vedic literatures give reference about weaving. The Mughals were attracted by the variety of 
Indian fabrics especially printed cotton and muslin clothes.  
 

The British period was a turning point in the history of Indian Handloom sector. They made India a leading exporter of 
cotton. Though India became one of the leading exporters of cotton during the British era the period also witnessed the large sum of 
machine-made yarn imported to India. They completely exploited the weavers by introducing the advanced machines and cheap fabric 
import. This severely affected the weavers and the people associated in the process of handloom by losing their livelihoods. The main 
motive of the British was to extract the raw materials produced in India to weave in their mills in England. However, the woven fabric 
was then sold back in India which further devastated the Indian economy. Further the introduction of power looms and the coming up 
of modern mills led to the decline of Indian handlooms. This made the Indians rebel against the British.  

 
In 1905 in a meeting in Bengal it was decided to boycott the foreign clothes which ultimately led to the Swadeshi Movement 

during India’s Independence Struggle. In fact, Gandhiji’s Swadeshi Movement and his reintroduction of hand spinning in the name of 
‘Khadi’ was a revival for the handloom sector. During the freedom struggle every Indian was insisted to spin the yarn in the Charkhas 
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and wear khadi. In many parts of India, the imported clothes were burnt which eventually led to the closure of many mills. Thus, the 
spinning wheel became a powerful tool to achieve independence by drawing the attention of the whole world. In spite of the entire 
struggle the Indian weavers survived the British competition and began to adopt new tools and process. The first half of 20th century 
witnessed an extraordinary growth in handloom productivity due to technological change. 

 
After independence a lot of textile mills and spinning mills were started. At the same time a number of organisations sprang 

up in India to work towards modernizing the handloom sector. However, the Indian handloom sector faced severe competition 
especially during the 1980’s and 1990’s from the cheaper imports which ultimately led them to quit weaving. Though there was not 
much involvement by the government in this sector, later it has brought many schemes and plans for the welfare of the handloom 
weavers. In 2006 the government of India launched the Handloom Mark Scheme. This scheme assures the authenticity of the 
handloom products. Further in 2015 the government declared August 7 as the National Handloom Day.   

  
Handloom Process 

Handloom involves spinning the yarn, colouring and weaving on the loom. Almost all the tools involved in this process were 
made of wood. There is no need for electricity to operate and the entire process was done manually. The raw materials like cotton, silk 
or wool were purchased from the native farmers and was cleaned by the weavers themselves with the help of the local people. It was 
then converted into yarn with the help of some small instruments. This handmade yarn was then converted into cloth by the weavers 
on the handloom. The people from rural and semi urban areas involved in the process of weaving. Many women were engaged and 
they were mostly form economically backward class. Almost all the members of the family involve in the production of the fabric.  

 
The process of making the handloom product starts with raw material selection. The raw material may be cotton, silk or 

wool. The selected raw material is then converted into yarn. Yarn is a long continuous piled strand of interlocked fibres. The next 
process is dyeing the yarn which is done in small lots. The dyed yarn is converted into thread with the help of the spinning wheel and 
is wounded in the bobbin. The warp yarn wounded in the bobbin is arranged to the warp beam and this process is called warping. The 
warp yarn is then stretched out with starch for sizing. They are then separated for smooth weaving and are wounded around a wooden 
beam. It is then attached to the loom and the weft is wounded. The final process is weaving by interlacing the warp and yarn. 

 
Chart. 1 Process of Weaving 

                                     
Types of Handlooms 

Weaving 
Process

Raw 
Material 
Selection

Yarn 
making

Dyeing

Winding 
and 

Warping
Sizing

Winding 
Yarns

Loading 
onto 

Looms

Winding 
Weft 
Yarns



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.02.127 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:2(6), February: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 
Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 2nd February 2022   

 Publication Date:10th March 2022 
Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
170 

 

India has an exclusive wide array of rich textile heritage even today and it is the home for different types and styles of 
weaving. Each region or state of India is famous for at least one variety of handloom fabric.  
Table 1 Popular Handloom Fabrics of India 

State Fabric 
Andhra Pradesh Kalamkari, Venkatagiri 
Arunachal Pradesh Apatani 
Assam Muga Silk, Gadu 
Bihar Bhagalpuri Silk 
Chhattisgarh Kosa Silk 
Gujarat Bandhani, Tangaliya, Patola, Mashru 
Haryana Panja 
Himachal Pradesh Kinnauri Shawls 
Jharkhand Kuchai Silk 
Karnataka Mysore Silk, Ilkal 
Kerala Kasavu 
Madhya Pradesh Chanderi 
Maharashtra Paithani, Himru 
Manipur Phanek 
Meghalaya Eri Silk 
Mizoram Puans 
Nagaland Naga Shawls 
Odisha Sambalpuri Saree, Bomkai 
Punjab Phulkari 
Rajasthan Shisha, Kota Duria 
Sikkim Lepcha 
Tamil Nadu Kanjeevaram Silk, Kandangi, Koorainadu saree 
Telengana Pochampally Ikat 
Tirupura Pachra 
Uttar Pradesh Chikankari, Kimkhab 
Uttarakhand Panchachuli Weave 
West Bengal Baluchar, Jamdani 

As a home to diverse variety of handloom India produces around 85 % of the World’s Hand-woven Fabric. This rich heritage 
distinguishes India from rest of the world. 

 
Conclusion 

Handloom was once a cottage industry in India. In India it had royal patronage from ancient period.  This sector still 
continues in spite of many hurdles and competition. At present weavers uses both machine spun and hand spun yarn. Handloom 
fabrics made using hand spun yarn are referred as Khadi. The fabrics woven by each weaver is unique and a masterpiece. The Indian 
handloom artisans have a distinguished name worldwide. The government also takes steps to protect the weavers by introducing lot of 
schemes and plans. Overall, in the global scenario currently India is the 6th largest exporter of textiles.   
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