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Abstract 
 The tribes generally have a group of families living together and these groups have pre-historic economy, with several rituals 
and customs. Certain tribal languages have no script except speech. They live in interior forest areas far away from the civilized world. 
They have slash burn cultivation and hunting of the wild animals as the way of life. They have a common religion, common customs 
and live as a community. In general tribes are of peculiar type of people living all over the world. Agriculture is the prime and 
predominant occupation of tribals and the culture of the tribal communities is reflected in their agricultural practices. The agro-
climatic conditions and the resource potentialities differ from one tribal area to another. This is due to the nature of soil, fertility, 
availability of water etc. Due to prevalence of unemployment and underemployment, agriculture alone cannot sustain them throughout 
the year. So, the tribals must rely on labour works and the forest produce which occupies and play an important role in their daily life. 
Hence the tribal economy may rightly be called as agro forest-based economy. The isolated location of the tribes from the main stream 
of life is hindering their economic activities. The illiteracy among the tribals and the rich forest produce tempted the money lenders 
and small traders to exploit the tribals. Present paper attempts to examine the human development among tribal communities in 
Andhra Pradesh. 
 
Keywords: Nutritional Norms, Poverty, Scheduled Tribes, Housing Conditions and Live Stock. 
 
Introduction 

The tribes generally have a group of families living together and these groups have pre-historic economy, with several rituals 
and customs.  Certain tribal languages have no script except speech.  They live in interior forest areas far away from the civilized 
world.  They have slash burn cultivation and hunting of the wild animals as the way of life.  They have a common religion, common 
customs and live as a community.  In general tribes are of peculiar type of people living all over the world. Agriculture is the prime 
and predominant occupation of tribals and the culture of the tribal communities is reflected in their agricultural practices. The agro-
climatic conditions and the resource potentialities differ from one tribal area to another.  This is due to the nature of soil, fertility, 
availability of water etc. Due to prevalence of unemployment and underemployment, agriculture alone cannot sustain them throughout 
the year.  So, the tribals must rely on labour works and the forest produce which occupies and play an important role in their daily life.  
Hence the tribal economy may rightly be called as agro forest-based economy. The isolated location of the tribes from the main stream 
of life is hindering their economic activities. The illiteracy among the tribals and the rich forest produce tempted the money lenders 
and small traders to exploit the tribals. India ranks the second in having the tribal concentration in the world next only to Africa. India 
holds unique position in the concentration of tribal communities.  There are about 532 scheduled tribes in India. They speak about 100 
languages and 255 subsidiary languages. 

 
The growth rates of scheduled tribe population in Andhra Pradesh are 5.47, 2.24, 6.50, 2.79, 3.01 and 5.53 for the years 1951, 

1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011respectively. Except 1961 and 1991, the decadal growth rate of tribal population is more than 
the growth rate of general population. From 1951 to 2011 the tribal population has increased by five times but for the general 
population it is only 1.5 times. 

 
The tribal villages are inhabited by different variety of tribes.  The important tribes are Gonds, Andhs, Thothis, and Kolanes 

in Adilabad district.  Koya, Konda Reddies, Naikpads in Khammam, Warangal and Godavari districts.  Bagatha, Valmiki, Kondhs and 
Jatapus in the districts of north coastal Andhra Pradesh. Chenchus in the pockets of Mahaboob Nagar, Kurnool and Prakasam 
Distiricts. The social structure of the various tribal groups resembles with each other tribal groups.  It is due to their similar clan 
organizati3ons.  The social practices, customs, beliefs and code of conduct are very nearer to each other tribal groups.  Almost all the 
tribal groups in Andhra Pradesh eat cooked food.  Some tribes in higher community status generally do not accept cooked food from 
other tribal communities who have lower than their status. The tribal economy is with very poor economic conditions and almost 
intertwined with the social phenomena.  
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Data and Methodology 
The primary data comprise of collecting information during the months of June and July of 2019 from the selected sample 

tribal households in the tribal areas the multi stage stratified random sampling method is used for the study.  There are four stages in 
which sampling process is carried out.  The first stage is selection of district, the second stage consists of selection of mandal, the third 
stage consists of selection of villages and the fourth stage is of selection of households. Out of the nine districts of Andhra Pradesh 
which have concentration of tribal population Srikakulam District is selected.  

 
The second stage of sample consists of selection of mandal.  The selected Seethampeta is only the tribal concentrated mandal 

out of 37 mandals of Srikakulam district. Out of 37, 19 mandals have tribal population in Srikakulam district, with a total of 166118 
tribal population.  Seethampeta alone is having 55848 tribal population (33.62 per cent of total tribal population of the district).  

 
The third stage of sample consists of selection of villages.  The Seethampeta mandal consist of 113 revenue villages and five 

uninhabited villages formed by 24 panchayats and 290 hamlets.  To examine the socio-economic conditions of prominent tribes in 
Srikakulam District i.e., Jatapu, the specific tribe population concentration is considered in the selection of villages.  Specific tribe 
population with 80 per cent and less than 90 per cent in the respective panchayats are considered as criteria for selection.  After 
identification of specific tribe concentration in the panchayats the Jatapu concentrated 10 villages are selected. To examine the 
differences in the living patterns of Jatapu tribe households in Plain and Interior villages, among the 10 selected villages purposively 5 
villages Panukuvalasa, Manapuram, Pedduru, Pedarama and Valegaadda villages on road side plain villages of the Seethampeta 
mandal are selected. Similarly, the remaining 5 villages Jayapuram, Kusumuru, Talada, Tadipai and Pedapolla are selected from the 
interior parts of the Seethampeta Mandal. 

 
In the final stage from Jatapu concentrated villages a number of 20 households are selected from each selected village and as 

a whole from the selected 10 villages a total of 200 Jatapu tribe households are selected.  
 
This paper deals with the economic status, nutritional norms and poverty levels of Jatapu Tribes in Seethammapeta Mandal 

of Srikakulam District of Andhra Pradesh.  
 

Housing Conditions 
Housing is one of the basic necessities of every human being, which constitute the protecting base for any individual and his 

family. An attempt is made to study the housing conditions of the households and the data pertaining to it is presented in Table-1. 
From the table it can be observed that among all the tribals put together 198 households (55%) possess their own houses and 162 
households (45%) are living in the government colony houses. The households are living in thatched (38.33%); tiled (37.42%) and the 
remaining are residing in the RCC roofed houses.  Among all the households, the households living in villages in plain areas are 
relatively having more own tailed and RCC roof houses. The households living in villages in the remote areas are residing in the 
Government colony houses and more number of these households is living in the thatched houses. As a whole the housing conditions 
in the villages in plain areas are relatively in good condition. However, more efforts of the governmental agencies are still required in 
a big way to build pucca houses in the remote villages. The extent of electrification is only 50 percent in the interior villages where it 
is more than 75 percent in the villages in plain areas.  

 
Table-1: Distribution of Households by Type of House and House Electrified 

S.  
No. 

Tribe/village Own house Govt. house Grand 
total 

Houses 
Electrified 
in % 

Thatched Tiled RCC Total Tiled RCC Total   
                                 I. Villages in Plain areas 
1. Panukuvalasa 8 3 1 12 5 3 8 20 62 
2. Manapuram 7 2 1 10 6 4 10 20 54 
3. Pedduru 8 2 1 11 5 4 9 20 51 
4. Pedarama 8 2 2 12 5 3 8 20 60 
5. Valegedda 6 3 1 10 7 3 10 20 52 
 Sub Total 37 12 6 55 28 17 45 100 55.80 
II. Villages in Interior areas 
1. Jayapuram 11 1 1 13 5 2 7 20 51 
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2. Kusumur 10 1 1 12 6 2 8 20 46 
3. Talada 12 2 - 14 4 2 6 20 43 
4. Tadipai 12 1 1 14 4 2 6 20 45 
5. Pedapolla 11 1 1 13 5 2 7 20 47 
Sub Total 56 6 4 66 24 10 35 100 46.40 
Grand Total 92 

(45.50) 
18 
(9.0) 

10 
(5.0) 

121 
(59.50) 

52 
(26.50) 

27 
(14.00) 

79 
(40.50) 

200 
(100.00) 

 

Note: The figures presented in the parenthesis are percentages to total. 
 
Live Stock Position 

 The livestock particulars of the selected households are presented in Table-2. It is evident from the table that the 
total livestock in all the sample villages are 5 kinds. Among them cows constitute 16.44 percent and sheep and goat consists of 36.88 
percent whereas bullocks constitute 15.61 percent and buffaloes constitute 20.43 per cent as regards distribution of livestock across the 
sample village, sheep and goats from the highest percent and all the different livestock categories are available more in case of 
households living in the villages in the roadside plain areas. The proportion of livestock availability is relatively low in case of 
households living in the interior villages. The lowest extent of live stock is recorded in the Tadipai and Talada interior villages and 
highest number of livestock is available in the Velagadda plain village. 
 
Table-2: Live Stock Particulars of House Holds 

Sl. 
No. 

Village Bullocks Cows Buffaloes Sheep/ 
Goats 

Others Total 

 Villages in plain areas 
1. Panukuvalasa 12 12 14 31 3 72 

2. Manapuram 11 12 11 30 7 71 
3. Pedduru 12 14 12 23 11 72 
4. Pedarama 13 10 16 24 6 69 
5. Valegedda 11 10 14 31 16 82 
 Sub Total 59 58 67 139 43 366 

 Villages in Interior areas 
1. Jayapuram 6 10 14 21 3 54 
2. Kusumur 8 8 12 8 10 46 
3. Talada 6 8 10 12 4 40 
4. Tadipai 6 6 8 18 3 41 
5. Pedapolla 9 9 12 24 1 55 
 Sub Total 35 41 56 83 21 236 
Total 94 

(15.61) 
99 
(16.44) 

123 
(20.43) 

222 
(36.88) 

64 
(10.63) 

602 
(100.00) 

Note: Figures in brackets refer to percentages. 
 
Agricultural Patterns of the Selected Households 

The households living in villages in plain areas are undertaking very limited extent of Podu cultivation in the selected 
villages. It is noticed that out of 200 households covered in the sample nearly 15 percent households are dependent solely on shifting 
cultivation 40 percent of the households are dependant partly on shifting cultivation and partly on settled cultivation. Nearly 45 
percent are dependent only on settled cultivation.  

 
Shifting Cultivation 
 Shifting cultivation is a system demanding hard and arduous labour coupled with risk to human life brought by wild life. 
Shifting cultivation is not only the major source of income to many households in the villages of the interior area but also provides 
ample scope for earning extra income by making bigger clearings when necessity arises for more funds to meet the expenses of a 
costly ritual like marriage ceremony or payment of an old debt. It is also used as a source of building a common fund for the village. 
The unmarried youths too raise a common fund for their activities through shifting cultivation. Produce from the clearings cultivated 
collectively by the households and by the unmarried youths go to their respective common funds. Shifting cultivation is never a 
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competitive undertaking. Nobody likes to make bigger clearings for accumulation of wealth. Further, it provides security at the time of 
food crisis caused by failure of crops in the plain and wet land due to drought or flood. In Sweden cultivation, total crop failure does 
not occur, because a large variety of crops grown are harvested one after another within a period to 4 to 5 months.  In the sampling 
interior villages, it was found that the cultivation period and fallow period has become more of less equal i.e., 2 to 3 years of 
cultivation period is followed by 2 to 3 years of fallow period. 
 
 The scarcity of lands in the plains in relation to demand and their high prices put them beyond the tribals reach. It is also not 
easy for them to invest large funds on bullocks, fertilizers, labour charges and other agricultural instruments required for settled 
cultivation. On the other hand, with the ashes of natural vegetation as manure and their own hard labour, they need to spend only a 
little for seeds in the system of shifting cultivation. Besides podu cultivation needs only a few simple implements like hoe, digging 
stick and axe all of which can be manufactured by cultivators themselves excepting the iron part which can be provided to them by the 
local black smiths in exchange of small amount of their produce. Shifting cultivation provides work to all members of a tribal family. 
Women take active part in cleaning podu land, breaking clod of earth, hoeing, dibbling weeding and reaping. The children right from a 
tender age helps their parents on all these activities. Plough cultivation in wet or dry lands involves clear division of labour which does 
not fit in with the traditional style of life and work of these people. 
 

The details relating to the extent of farm assets of the selected households are presented in the Table-3. It is evident from the 
table that in the total land of 578.10 acres of all the household’s 63.94 percent is dry land and the remaining 36.06 percent comprise of 
wetland.  The average household holding arrived at 2.89 acres. The variations in the land holdings across villages are substantial. The 
households living in the interior villages possess more extent of dry land where as the households living in the road side plain areas 
possess substantial extent of wet land.  All the households living in the interior villages have less than 20 acres of wetland, whereas 
the road side plain villages’ households have more than 20 acres of wetland. 
 
Table-3: Land Particulars of the Selected Households  

S. No. Village Wetland 
(in acres) 

Dry land 
(in acres) 

Total Land 
(in acres) 

I. Villages in Plain areas 
1. Panukuvalasa 24.50 32.00 56.50 

2. Manapuram 21.00 36.50 57.50 
3. Pedduru 29.00 30.25 59.25 
4. Pedarama 32.50 28.15 60.65 
5. Valegedda 31.40 28.50 59.90 
 Sub Total 138.40 155.40 293.80 
II.Villages in Interior areas 
1. Jayapuram 14.25 43.00 57.25 
2. Kusumur 16.00 42.25 58.25 
3. Talada 10.75 45.00 55.75 
4. Tadipai 12.80 41.50 54.30 
105. Pedapolla 16.25 42.50 58.75 
 Sub Total 70.05 214.25 284.30 
 Total 208.45 

(36.06) 
369.65 
(63.94) 

578.10 
(100.00) 

              Note: Figures in brackets refer to percentages. 
 

The cropping patterns relating to important crops are presented in Table-4. It can be noticed from the table that the crop 
production (quantities presented in bags) of villages, about Paddy, Ragi, Maize, Pineapple, Ginger, Cashew and Red grams presented 
in the above Table. It is evident from the table that the major crop production of the tribals in these villages, come from the paddy 
cultivation. The households living in the roadside plain villages produce more than 80 percent. Even the rest of the interior villages the 
households produce more than 60 to 70 percent of paddy. The production of ragi crop is not taken up in one village, all other selected 
villages produce ragi, the production vary from 1 percent to 7 percent. Highest Ragi is produced in two of the plain villages. The 
pineapple is cultivated in only one village and its production is also negligible in the total crop produce of the village, it is only 1.57 
percent.  Ginger crop is taken up by all the villages. The interior villages produce more than 10 per cent; all other villages produce less 
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than 10 percent ginger in their total crop produce.  Only 4 plain area villages have taken up cultivation of the cashew crop. The cashew 
production also varied from 0.58 per cent to 12.30 across the villages.   

Table-4: Cropping Patterns of the Selected Households 
                                                                                                         (Quantity in bags)  

Note: Figures in brackets refer to percentages. 
  

The extent of incomes received by the sample households from crop production are presented in Table-5. It is evident from 
the table that the households are receiving substantial income from the cultivation of paddy.  The highest percentage of income of 
paddy is receiving by the households in the plain area villages (about 88.39 %). Lowest extent is receiving by the households who are 
involved in podu cultivation in the interior villages (about 27% only). The other crop giving substantial income is the ginger, which is 
a commercial crop. The villages in plain areas where the paddy crop is the highest the cultivation of ginger is not found.  Gingerly 
crop is taken up in all other interior villages in the total income the proportional contribution from ginger varies from 62 percent to 31 
percent across villages in the total income from all crops.  Two villages in plains are also deriving high income from Ginger; their 
income from ginger crop is more than 60 percent in their total income.  Whereas the villages deriving substantial income from cashew 
crop are located in plain areas.  As far as pineapple crop is giving substantial income in the study area. Only one plain village is 
producing the crop maize but its income is very meager. 
 
Table-5: Incomes from the Crop Production 

(Income in Rs.) 
Sl. 
No 

Village Paddy Ragi Maize Pine 
apple 

Ginger Cashew Red 
gram 

Total 

I. Villages in plain areas 
1. Panukuvalasa 87072 5400 -- -- 53000 1200 0.00 146672 
2. Manapuram 52200 6750 -- -- 101000 2400 0.00 162350 
3. Pedduru 76600 4050 900 4000 47600 18000 0.00 151150 
4. Pedarama 108600 10800 -- -- 73200 -- 0.00 192600 
5. Valegedda 94800 12450 -- -- -- -- 0.00 107250 
II. Villages in Interior areas 
1. Jayapuram 4500 3700 -- -- 98600 15200 0.00 162500 
2. Kusumur 81600 1364 -- -- 93200 -- 0.00 176164 
3. Talada 61700 9150 -- -- 57200 -- 0.00 128050 
4. Tadipai 43950 -- -- -- 6200 -- 0.00 107250 
5. Pedapolla 71550 3875 850 3870 42800 - - 122945 
 Total 651522 

(48.89) 
53664 
(4.03) 

900 
(0.07) 

4000 
(0.30) 

585800 
(43.96) 

36800 
(2.76) 

0.00 1332686 
(100.00) 

Sl. No Village Paddy Ragi Maize Pine apple Ginger Cashew Total 
I. Villages in plain areas 
1. Panukuvalasa 51150 2800 -- 1050 5650 4000 64650 
2. Manapuram 36800 2250 -- -- 6500 7000 52550 
3. Pedduru 43200 1350 300 800 6620 5500 57770 
4. Pedarama 47920 3450 -- -- 4000 -- 55370 

5. Valegedda 53150 2360 -- -- 6050 -- 61560 
II.Villages in Interior areas 
1. Jayapuram 27350 2670 -- -- 5800 4500 39320 
2. Kusumur 35000 1900 -- -- 5380 1000 43280 
3. Talada 20500 2200 -- -- 5810 4000 32510 
4. Tadipai 26852 1000 -- -- 3100 3500 34452 
5. Pedapolla 36450 1225 284 640 4320 1500 44419 
 Total 341922 

(77.71) 
21205 
(4.35) 

584 
(0.11) 

2490 
(0.51) 

53230 
(10.93) 

31000 
(6.39) 

447251 
(100.00) 
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Note: Figures in brackets refer to percentages. 
 

Incidence of poverty in the study area 
The poverty line signifies a minimum level of consumption expenditure below which the household is considered poor. 

Sufficient care has been taken to account for the value of consumption of own produce in the data on expenditure alternatively. The 
state of 'poverty' may be defined in relation to nutrition: and thus, the extent of under nutrition can be measured based on a nutritional 
norm. It is argued that the poverty line should be related to basic needs, the basic food need has to be defined in relation to a 
nutritional norm or some other ‘Commodities norm’ that can divide the population into poor and non-poor. Thus, it does appear as 
though some link between nutritional norm and poverty cut-off is inevitable. In spite of this observation, it must be stated that results 
based on nutritional norms and income poverty cut-off should not be mixed up. For instance, consider the results that can be obtained 
on the incidence of poverty with reference to an income/expenditure cut-off set to reflect a minimum nutrition norm (Say, the 
consumption of 2100 Cal per head per day).  The incidence of under nutrition may differ widely for the simple reason that people who 
are not poor by the income/expenditure criterion may be poor on the calorie criterion. People may have the purchasing power but 
either because of habit, ignorance or sheer choice they may not on poor with those who are under nourished due to lack of purchasing 
power or due to some other disability.  The information pertaining to the per capita calorie intake of the selected households across 
villages is presented in Table-6. 

 
The extent calories depend largely upon households’ consumption of cereals.  Across the households belonging to different 

category of villages the households in the villages in plain areas show that they generate around 1130-1150 calories per capita per day 
by consuming rice.  In the same villages in plain areas the consumption of edible oil Ragi and other varieties of food grains seems to 
be high, there by generating more calories. From the available information relating to the socio-economic indicators and calorie intake 
of the households of different villages, the selected 10 villages can be grouped in to two. The villages located on road side plain areas 
can be viewed as relatively better placed villages in case of calories intake and the villages in the interior areas are treated as relatively 
poor placed villages in case of calories intake.   

                                    
In this context the per capita calorie intake of food consumed by the households in the different villages reveal that the calorie 

intake of food is recorded very high among the households belonging to villages in plain areas.  On the other hand, the calorie intake 
of the households living in the relatively interior villages recorded lower extent of calorie intake.  The data also reveal that the 
households living in the interior villages are receiving more calories only through rice, Ragi and meat.  They are not able to acquire 
high calories from the consumption of pulses, vegetables and edible oils.  
 
Table -6: Village wise Per Capita Calorie Intake of Food  

S. 
No 

Village Rice Ragi Meat Pulses Vegetable Edible oil Other varieties 
of food grain 

Total 

I. Villages in plain areas 
1. Panukuvalasa 1225 210 49 80 69 182 135 1950 
2. Manapuram 1020 115 41 65 56 160 105 1562 
3. Pedduru 1030 145 45 90 60 198 110 1678 
4. Pedarama 928 120 30 85 55 125 96 1439 
5. Valegedda 1196 134 39 98 77 190 95 1829 
II. Villages in Interior areas 
1. Jayapuram 1005 110 48 70 55 165 69 1522 
2. Kusumur 955 119 39 69 50 155 95 1482 
3. Talada 965 98 40 55 45 160 55 1418 
4. Tadipai 942 140 36 52 55 110 85 1420 
5. Pedapolla 980 125 45 67 50 170 98 1535 
All Villages 10246 

(64.70) 
1316 
(8.31) 

412 
(2.60) 

731 
(4.12) 

572 
(3.61) 

1615 
(10.10) 

943 
(7.01) 

15835 
(100.00) 

Note: Figures in brackets refer to percentages. 
 
The extent of incidence of poverty in different selected villages following the norm of 2100 calories and 2400 calories is 

presented in Tables 7 and 8. It can be noticed that the incidence of poverty as seen from nutrition norms reveal that the nutrition norms 
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chosen are 2400 and 2100 calories.  They used to estimate the incidence of poverty.  Calories are derived while using nutrition 
conversion table.  For each household in each of the 10 villages per capita consumption of various items is noted separately. These are 
converted into calories by using the nutrition conversion tables. Calories derived for each of the 20 households are aggregated and 
divided by the total number of households.  The results are shown in tables 7 and 8. 

 
It may be seen from the Table-7 that at the level of all households, the major proportion of calories is acquired form 

consumption of cereals.  Among the other items of consumption vegetable oils are prominent item in providing more extent of 
calories. The calories noted for all the 10 villages are found to be lower than the conventional required norms. This is because the 
households are not able to provide quantitative data relating to certain consumption items like meat which are not purchased by them. . 
From the Table-7 it can be noticed that among the households of the villages in the plain areas 44 per cent of them are not able to 
fulfill 2100calories norm and 33 per cent are able to fulfill the 2100 calories norm but they are not able to fulfill the 2400 calories 
norm. Only 23 per cent of households are able to fulfill the nutritional norm of 2400 calories.   

 
Table-7: Incidence of Poverty based on Nutrition Norm of 2100 Calories and 2400 Calories among the Households in the 
Villages in Plain Areas 

S. 
No. 

Village No. of Household below 2100 calories norm No. of Household below 2400 calories  
Incidence of poverty 2100 
calories norm for person  

Percentage of 
Household below 
2100 calories norm 

Incidence of poverty 
2400 calories norm 
for person  

Percentage of 
Household below 
2400 calories norm 

1. Panukuvalasa 9 45 7 80 
2. Manapuram 10 50 6 80 
3. Pedduru 9 45 6 75 
4. Pedarama 7 35 8 75 
5. Valegedda 9 45 6 75 
 All Plain Villages 44  33  

 
From the Table-8 it can be noticed that among the households of the villages in the interior areas we can notice very 

precarious picture. Around 74 per cent of them are not able to fulfill 2100calories norm and 16 per cent are not able to fulfill the 2400 
calories norm. Among the households of interior areas only 10 per cent are able to fulfill the 2400 calories norm. As a whole the 
percentage of the households by using the norm of 2400 calories and 2100 calories to measure under nutrition.  

 
Table-8: Incidence of Poverty based on Nutrition Norm of 2100 Calories and 2400 Calories among the Households in the 
Villages in Interior Areas 
S. 
No. 

Village No. of Household below 2100 calories norm No. of Household below 2400 calories  
Incidence of poverty 2100 
calories norm for person  

Percentage of Household 
below 2100 calories norm 

Incidence of 
poverty 2400 
calories norm 
for person  

Percentage of 
Household below 
2400 calories norm 

1. Jayapuram 12 60 4 80 
2. Kusumur 13 65 4         85 
3. Talada 17 85 3 100 
4. Tadipai 18 90 2 100 
5. Pedapolla 14 70 3 85 
 All Interior Villages 74  16  

 
As a whole the analysis reveals that, except in the villages in plain areas, all the households belonging to the interior villages 

are found with below the calorie of 2400 calories. Even the norm of 2100 calories, a large majority of households in the interior 
villages (more than 85%) fall below the norm.  Particularly in the interior villages of Talada and Tadipai all the selected households 
are with under nutrition. It is evident from the field data that, deficiency in the diet taken by the tribals exists with regard to almost all 
selected commodities. The deficiency with regard to the cereal consumption is relatively less compared to other items. Further, the 
deficiency is very high in case of commodities like oils, mutton and chicken. Across tribes the situation is very alarming. Almost all 
households have deficiency of a higher order with regard to all the chosen items. However, the deficiency on food items is less in the 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2022/11.02.110 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2022); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:11, ISSUE:2(6), February: 2022 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available (2022 Issues): www.ijmer.in 
Digital Certificate of Publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 2nd February 2022   

 Publication Date:10th March 2022 
Publisher: Sucharitha Publication, India 

 

 
66 

 

case of households in the villages in plain areas rather than households living in the interior villages.  This situation calls for 
immediate attention of the Government to intensify the delivery system of public distribution (PDS) in the interior villages of the tribal 
areas with a view to provide food security and support to the tribal people. 

 
Realizing the need to provide essential commodities like rice, kerosene oil, Palmolive, wheat, sugar besides other daily 

requirements, the Girijan Co-Operative Corporation (GCC) has opened a number of daily requirement depots exclusively for the 
purpose of tribals in the state. All the essential commodities are supplied at the subsidized prices as fixed by the Government of 
Andhra Pradesh. Other goods of daily requirements are supplied at reasonable prices fixed by GCC and its regional and divisional 
offices. The tribal households are given white/pink ration cards depending upon the estimated annual household income. The field 
data reveals that all the selected households are having ration cards among them 86.25 per cent are white cards holders and only 3.75 
per cent are pink card holders.  In the field survey majority of the households expressed their satisfaction over the functioning of 
public distribution system in the study area.  

 
An attempt is also made to adopt the income norm to measure poverty of the households.  The poverty line for the income 

norm is estimated by using Consumer Price Index for Agricultural Labour (CPIAL).  The poverty line estimated by the expert 
committee for 2000-01 prices is taken into account. The information relating to head count ratio of the households in the interior and 
plain villages reveal that among the households in the interior areas 77 per cent are below the per capita expenditure norm and only 23 
per cent registered above the norm of Per capita total expenditure. At current prices the poverty Head Count Ratio varies from 35 per 
cent to 95 per cent across selected villages. The income poverty is seeming to be less than poverty as measure by under nutrition 
norm.  These variations are related to socio-economic characteristics of the selected households both in the villages in interior and 
plain areas.  

  
Conclusions 

In the selected villages, there are variations in economic status, nutritional norms and poverty levels among the tribal 
households.  These variations explain the variations in the levels of living and wellbeing of the tribal households in the selected 
villages.  

 
 The housing conditions are in improving stage in the villages located in plain area. However, the housing conditions are 
relatively poor in the villages located in the remote areas and the extent of houses electrified are relatively limited in these interior 
villages. 55 percent of the households are living in their own houses and majority of them are living in thatched houses. 45 percent of 
the households who are living in the government houses majority of them are living in either tiled or RCC roof houses. The special 
efforts of governmental agencies are still required in this context to build colonies in the very interior villages. 
 

The socio-economic life of the households in the study area is much influenced by agricultural sector, among the selected 
households’ marginal farms and small farms are around 80 percent and the remaining are medium and large farms. The average 
operational land holding of all the households is estimated at 3.30 acres and average net area sown of the households stood at 2.70 
acres. The analysis of the farm activities indicates that dry and wet cultivation under Kharif and Rabi seasons and Podu cultivation are 
in practice. It is identified that the tribal cultivators are growing non-traditional crops along with traditional crops. It is estimated that 
around 50 percent of acres of the gross cropped area is cultivated under Kharif and around 21.38 percent in Rabi seasons and nearly 
29.62 percent of area is under Podu cultivation. The cropping pattern indicates that around 35 percent is under Paddy cultivation and 
the total area under cereals and millets of the gross cropped area is as high as 60 percent. The proportion of irrigated area in cropped 
area is only around 20 percent and the average size of irrigated area of all farms is only 0.67 acre. 

 
The extent of incidence of poverty in different selected villages following the norm of 2100 calories and 24000 calories is 

estimated. To estimate the incidence of poverty, calories are derived while using nutrition conversion table.  For each household in 
each of the 10 villages per capita consumption of various items is noted separately. These are converted into calories by using the 
nutrition conversion tables. Calories derived for each of the 20 households are aggregated and divided by the total number of 
households. It is indicated that the major proportion of calories are acquired form consumption of cereals.  Among the other items of 
consumption vegetable oils are prominent item in providing more extent of calories. The calories noted for all the 10 villages are 
found to be lower than the conventional required norms. This is because the households are not able to provide quantitative data 
relating to certain consumption items like meat which are not purchased by them.  

 
Among the households of the villages in the plain areas 44 per cent of them are not able to fulfill 2100 calories norm and 33 

per cent are able to fulfill the 2100 calories norm but they are not able to fulfill the 2400 calories norm. Only 23 per cent of 
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households are able to fulfill the nutritional norm of 2400 calories. Similarly, among the households of the villages in the interior areas 
we can notice very precarious picture. Around 74 per cent of them are not able to fulfill 2100calories norm and 16 per cent are not 
able to fulfill the 2400 calories norm. Among the households of interior areas only 10 per cent are able to fulfill the 2400 calories 
norm. As a whole the percentage of the households by using the norm of 2400 calories and 2100 calories to measure under nutrition.  
Except in few of the first five of the villages in plain areas, all the households belonging to the interior villages are found with below 
the calorie of 2400 calories. Even the norm of 2100 calories, a large majority of households in the interior villages (more than 85 per 
cent) fall below the norm.  Particularly in the interior villages of Talada and Tadipai all the selected households are with under 
nutrition. It is evident from the field data that, deficiency in the diet taken by the tribals exists with regard to almost all selected 
commodities. The deficiency with regard to the cereal consumption is relatively less compared to other items. Further, the deficiency 
is very high in case of commodities like oils, mutton and chicken. Across tribes the situation is very alarming. Almost all households 
have deficiency of a higher order with regard to all the chosen items. However, the deficiency on food items is less in the case of 
households in the villages in plain areas rather than households living in the interior villages.  This situation calls for immediate 
attention of the Government to intensify the delivery system of public distribution (PDS) in the interior villages of the tribal areas with 
a view to provide food security and support to the tribal people. 

 
Realizing the need to provide essential commodities like rice, kerosene oil, Palmolive, wheat, sugar besides other daily 

requirements, the Girijan Co-Operative Corporation (GCC) has opened a number of daily requirement depots exclusively for the 
purpose of tribals in the state. All the essential commodities are supplied at the subsidized prices as fixed by the Government of 
Andhra Pradesh. Other goods of daily requirements are supplied at reasonable prices fixed by GCC and its regional and divisional 
offices. The tribal households are given white/pink ration cards depending upon the estimated annual household income. The field 
data reveals that all the selected households are having ration cards among them 86.25 per cent are white cards holders and only 3.75 
per cent are pink card holders.  In the field survey majority of the households expressed their satisfaction over the functioning of 
public distribution system in the study area.  

 
An attempt is also made to adopt the income norm to measure poverty of the households.  The poverty line for the income 

norm is estimated by using Consumer Price Index for Agricultural Labour (CAPITAL).  The poverty line estimated by the expert 
committee for 2000-01 prices is taken into account. The information relating to head count ratio of the households in the interior and 
plain villages indicate that among the households in the plain areas 36 per cent are below the per capita expenditure norm and 64 per 
cent registered above per capita total expenditure. Among the households in the interior areas 77 per cent are below the per capita 
expenditure norm and only 23 per cent registered above per capita total expenditure. At current prices the poverty Head Count Ratio 
various from 35 per cent to 95 per cent across selected villages. The income poverty is seeming to be less than poverty as measure by 
under nutrition norm.  These variations are related to socio-economic characteristics of the selected households both in the villages in 
interior and plain areas.   

 
From the analysis of the incidence of poverty it is noticed that there is widespread of poverty among the selected Jatapu tribal 

households. The results of the study ultimately reveal that the levels of living are seems to be better among the households living in 
the villages which are on the road side plain areas rather than the households living in the interior villages.     
 
Recommendations  
 After studying Economic Status, Nutritional Norms and Poverty Levels among Scheduled Tribes in Andhra Pradesh: A 
Study of Jatapu Tribe in Seethammapeta Mandal of Srikakulam District the present study proposes comprehensive strategies for the 
overall development of scheduled tribes in particular and in India in general. 

1. It is recommended to provide housing facilities for economically backward tribes. 
2. Both central and state governments should try to reduce the poverty level among the scheduled tribes by providing more 

employment schemes. 
3. It is recommended to improve nutritional status among the scheduled tribes by educating the importance of nutrition in 

protecting the health. 
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