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Introduction 

Environment is everything that is around us. It can be living (biotic) or non-living (abiotic) things. Now days it has various 
components i.e., physical, chemical, cultural, social, natural etc. So according to the different type of environment there are lot of 
issues, basically harmful effects of human activity on the biophysical environment, are the burning challenge of modern era. Some of 
the issues, basically, various types of pollutions, crisis of water, global warming, consumptions of fossil fuels in random, which needs 
to be defended in urgent basis. That is why, various government and non-government initiative has been taken by the concerned 
authority Environmental activist, scientist, policy makers are always trying to address the problem and trying to grow mass-
consciousness in the society. Literatures are the impressive way to develop such consciousness in the common mass. From the ancient 
time nature took a great role in developing the civilization. So, the nature and the society coexist with each other. It reflects in the 
Vedas, which are considered as a first piece of literature of the world.1 

 
The Indians saints prescribed acts for avoiding environment pollution. But we neglect the instructions of the scriptures, 

sometimes out of total ignorance of the contents of these works and at other times out of incapability to follow the real intention of the 
authors of these scriptures. In this research paper I have tried to present the various statements relating to environment as reflected in 
the greater vedic literature. 

 
Objectives of the study 

I. To identify the various issues relating to environment. 
II. Categorically, detected the transmission of awareness from early vedic literature to post vedic literature. 
III. To extend the ample scope of research for the interested students of modern time. 
IV. To know about types of solution to environmental crisis of vedic period. 

 
Major Discussions 

First of all, vedic scers uttered ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, is the first message of universal unity irrespective of cast and 
creeds. Vedas are the only treasure house of knowledge of our present thought. All our four Vedas, the Ṛik, Sāma, Yaju and Atharva, 
recognize the importance of maintenance of the Seasons cycles that are likely to get altered due to the climate change owning to in 
appropriate human actions.2 It is remarkable that the people in vedic times regarded nature and the environment in a holistic manner 
and revered each of its constituents and entities by carefully preserving them. “Do not harm the environment, do not harm the water 
and the flora, earth is my mother, I am her son, may the waters remain fresh, do not harm the water bodies, tranquillity be to the 
atmosphere, to the waters, to the crops and vegetation.’’ “mātā bhūmih putruahan pṛthivyā:’’ This vedic prayer invokes divine 
intervention to bliss and protect the environment. To protect environment the Rig veda says— 

--- “मधुः वाताः ऋतायते मध ुि रि त िस धवः 
मा वीणः स तौ धीः॥ 

मध ुन मुतोषिस मधुमत ्पािथवरजः। 
मधु ौर त ुन िपता॥ 

मधुमा नो वन पितमधुमा न अ त ुसूयः। 
मा वीगावो भव त ुनः॥ 

’’ (Rigveda,1/90/6,7,8) 
 
(Environment provides bliss to people leading their life perfectly. Rivers bliss us with sacred water and provide us health, night, 
morning, vegetation. Sun bliss us with peaceful life. Our cows provide us milk). 
 

Such kind of prayer is the oldest and simplest form of Nature worship finds expression in vedic texts. Here, knowledge is 
couched in symbolic language and unless the symbols are decoded, the real purpose of mantras cannot be understood. 
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Rigvedic hymns could be divided into many parts, but their main part belongs to natural hymns, the hymns related with 
natural forces. Yet vedic gods are explained in different ways by the scholars of East and West, but speaking generally, the hymns 
addressed to deities (Devatā) are under the influence of the most impressive phenomenon nature and its aspects. The word Devatā 
means divine, dignity, which is bright, strong, donor and powerful.3 

 
In these hymns we find prayers for certain natural elements such as air, water, earth, Sun, Rain, dawn etc. Such natural 

energies are glorified and personified as divinities. The characteristics of these forces described in the verses prove that vedic seers 
were masters of natural sciences. 
 

In vedic view, this world consists of Agni i.e., fire or heat and some i.e., water4.Sun (Surya) is the soul of all which is moving 
and also of which is not moving.5 Indra is most powerful god who kills Vritra, the symbol of cloud to free waters. Maruts are Indra’s 
associates. Vedic seers pray boldly to these natural forces and aspect for bestowing plenty and prosperity on them. Aditi is praised as 
Devamata; the mother of all natural energies and she symbolized the nature. A famous geologist S.R.N Murthy has written a different 
opinion about vedic gods and stated that the natural geological aspects have been described as Indra, Agni, Vayu, Varun, Usas etc.6 
 

In the Vedas, the order of the universe is called ‘Rita’. Rita reduces chaos to cosmos, and gives order and integration to 
matter. It also gives symmetry and harmony in the environment. No one can ignore it, even gods are abided by the ‘Rita’ and they are 
born of Rita.7 It is controlling and sustaining power. It sustains sun in the sky.8 Rita as universal law governs everything in the 
cosmos. The whole of the manifested universe is working under Rita. S.R.N Murthy assumes it as a law of gravitation in simple form.  
 

Vedic seers have a great vision about universe. The universe is made on scientific principles, and that’s why it is well 
measured. The universe consists of three intertwined webs, Prithivi, Antariksha and Dyau. Vedic scientists divided even the length in 
three calling them upper, medium and lower. The three division of the universe into three regions- prithivi, the earth, Antariksha, the 
aerial as intermediate region which is between heaven and earth and Dyau, the heaven or sky is very well established in the vedic 
literature. Prithivi can be given a scientific name ‘observer space’. It is our space, the space in which we live and die whatever we can 
see and observe. From one end of the universe to the other end is the expanse of prithivi and that is what the name Prithivi means, the 
broad and extended one. Dyau can be termed ‘light space’ because light propagates in this space. Antariksha can be termed as 
‘Intermediate Space’ as this space exists in between observer space and light space. A verse from the Yajurveda states that the division 
of universe was done on a subtle level, and not on gross level.9 The vedic Sages had the capability of looking at such a subtle level, 
which is beyond the reaches of modern science. Here, in reference to environmental study, we regard the division of the universe as 
the most important concept of the Vedas. 
 

The concept of the form of the earth in the Rig-veda is most of a fascinating. It is mostly addressed along with the heaven 
into a dual conception (Rodasi, Dyava Prithivi). There is one small hymn addressed to prithivi, while there are six hymns addressed to 
Dyava Prithivi. Prithivi is considered the mother and Dyau is considered the father in the Vedas, and they form a pair together.one of 
the most beautiful verse of the Rig- veda says ‘Heaven and earth are parents: Matara, Pitara, Janitara10, in union which separately 
called as father and mother.’ They sustain all creatures. They are parents of all gods. Earth is described as a goddess in Rig-veda. In 
the Atharvaveda, the earth is described in one hymn of 63 verses. This famous hynms called as Bhumisukta or prithivisukta indicates 
the environmental consciousness of Vedic seeers. She is called ‘Vasudha’ for containing all wealth, ‘Hiranyavaksha’ for having gold 
bosom and ‘Jagato Niveshani’ for being abode of whole world. The earth is fully responsible for our food and prosperity. Her heart is 
sun. ‘She is one enveloped by the sky or space and causing the force of gravitation. She is described as holding Agni. It means she is 
described as the geothermal field. The earth is described then as being present in the middle of the oceans (Sedimentary rocks) and as 
one having magical movements.11 Thus the earth holds almost all the secrets of nature, which will help us in understanding the 
universe. See is invested with divinity and respected as mother.12 The geographical demarcations on this earth have been made by men 
and not by nature. 
 

Water is essential to all forms of life. According to Rig- veda thr water as a part of human environment occurs in five forms: 
i)Rain water (Divyah) ii) Natural spring (sravanti ) iii) wells and canals (khamitrimah) iv) Lakes (svayamjah ) v) Rivers 
(samudrarthah).13 There are some other classifications also in the Taittiriya Aranyaka, Yajurveda and Atharvaveda as drinking water, 
medicinal water, stable water etc. Chandogya Upanishad describes about qualities of water ‘The water is the source of joy and for 
living a healthy life. Rainwaters are glorified. The rain-cloud is depicted as Parjanya god. The fight between Indra and Vritra is a 
celebrated story from the Rig-veda which is explained by western scholars as a fight for waters, Indra is called Apsu-jit or conquering 
the waters, while Vritra is encompassing them. By the efforts of Indra all the seven rivers flow.It’s represents natural phenomenan 
going on in the aerial space. Vedic seers mention Waters as nectars.14 It seems that later developed cultural tradition of pilgrimage on 
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the river-banks is based on the theory of purification from water. The Manusmriti stresses on many instances to keep water 
clean.15The Padma Purana condemns water pollution forcefully saying, ‘the person who pollutes waters of ponds, wells or lakes goes 
to hell.’ 16 

 
The Vedic seers knew the importance of air for life. They understood all about air in the atmosphere and also about the air 

inside the body. The Taittiriya Upanishad throws light on five types of wind inside the body: Prana, Vrana, Apana, Udana and 
Samano. Air has medicinal values. Rigveda says‘Let wind blow in the form of medicine and bring me welfare and happiness.’ 
 

The knowledge about the origin and significance of plants can be traced out from Vedic Literature in detail. In Rigveda one 
Aranyani sukta is addressed to the deity of forest.17 Oshadhi Sukta of Rig-veda addresses to plants and vegetables as mother, ‘O 
Mother! Hundreds are your birth places and thousands are your shoots.’ The Atharvaveda mentions certain names of Oshadhis with 
their values. Many trees are glorified in vedic and later vedic literature, particularly in the purānas, in order to protect them, is a great 
attempt, which transmits from ancient society to modern society. There is an important quotation in a Purana which says, ‘One tree is 
equal to ten sons. The ‘Avi’ element referred in the Atharvaveda, as the cause of greenness in trees, is considered generally by Vedic 
scholars as ‘Chlorophyll18’. The term ‘Avi’ is derived from the root ‘Av’ and thus gives the direct meaning of ‘protector.’ 
 

The sacrifice ‘Yajna’ is regarded as an important concept of Vedic philosophy but when we study it in its broader sense, it 
seems to be a part of Vedic environmental science. Yajurveda and Rigveda describe it as the ‘navel (nucleus) of the whole world.19 It 
is considered as the noblest action. In simple words, Yajna signify the theory of give and take. Even the creation of universe is 
explained as Yajna in the Purusha Sukta. The whole process of nature is nothing but a sort of Yajna. The view that Yajna cleans 
atmosphere through its medicinal smoke, and provides longevity, breath, vision etc., is established in Yajurveda.20 Undoubtedly, they 
have never been simple religious rituals, but have a very minute scientific foundation based on fundamental principles 
 

In modern Sanskrit, the word ‘Paryavarana’ is used for environment, meaning which encircles us. But in the Atharvaveda 
words equivalent to this sense are used; such as ‘Vritavrita’, ‘Avritah’, ‘Parivrita’ etc. From the above discussion it is clear that 
ancient seers know about the environment and also about the importance of co-ordination between all natural powers for universal 
peace and harmony. These instances, reflected in the vedic and post-vedic literature, prove that ancient scholars were masters of 
natural sciences. The vedic people desired to live a life of hundred years and this wish can be fulfilled only when environment will be 
unpolluted, clean and peaceful. 
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