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Abstract 

The role of Aam Aadmi Party in Panjab politics has suddenly emerged. The party has not only marginalized the traditional 
politics of Punjab, but also put a big question mark on the existence of traditional parties. By resorting to the soft strategy of Hindutva, 
the Sikh-dominated politics in Punjab has also been forced to think. Aam Aadmi Party, under the slogan of development and change, 
has made Punjab its center for promoting and spreading Hindutva, and how the party has portrayed itself as the future of Punjab, we 
have given a brief mention in this article done in. 
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Introduction 

The politics of Panjab is completely different from all other states of the India. Many elements are responsible for creating 
this environment. During the partition of the country in 1947, Panjab was divided into two parts, its eastern part remained in India, 
which is called “Charda Panjab” and the western part went to Pakistan, which is called “Lehnda Panjab”. In 1980s, when “Dharam 
Yudh Morcha” started, Panjab has fought the struggle for identity with the Indian government for a long time. Until 1966, Panjab was 
partition on the basis of language and it was divided into three parts of which other two parts Haryana as Hindi speaking state and 
Himachal Pradesh as hilly region were created and separated from it, and Panjabi speaking areas were made into Panjab. Thus, due to 
these political phenomena, the geographical boundaries of Panjab also changed from time to time. After the partition, the congress 
party government was formed in Panjab for a long time. In 1967 legislative assembly elections a multiparty coalition was formed the 
government, it was the first time in the history of Panjab politics that a non-congress government ruled the state, but it too could not 
complete its tenure and collapsed due to factionalism. After this, none of the governments could complete their tenure and mostly 
president’s rule remained in force in the state. But with the coming of 1997 assembly election Shiromani Akali Dal was formed 
government in Panjab, which won absolute majority of seats, formed a coalition government with BJP, which managed to win a very 
small number of seats in Punjab. The main reason for the victory of Shiromani Akali Dal with a huge majority was that the Sikh 
population, which is the majority section in Panjab, was very angry with the actions of the Congress during the 1980s in Panjab and 
the Shiromani Akali Dal which that “Panthak” party with a Sikh representation got full response in Panjab and became the first 
government to complete its tenure for full five years and got the position of a regional party, thus since 1997 the Shiromani Akali Dal 
government has been formed three times in the state and Prakash Singh Badal was the chief minister and the Congress was led by 
Captain Amarinder Singh twice, CMs during these government remained proven Sikh. If we look at the politics of Panjab from the 
point view of regionalism, there have been major changes in the politics of Panjab from time to time and since partition of the country, 
the situation of this region has not flowed in a single stream, so from one point of view its difficult to understand the politics of 
Panjab. if we look at Indian politics, Congress is the only such party after independence, which had established its place in the central 
government for a long time, which had an impact on regional politics as well. A similar phenomenon can be seen in Panjab too, 
congress dominance can be seen in Panjab for a long time. After this phenomenon, there was competition between the two main 
parties Shiromani Akali Dal and Congress in Panjab politics.1 In this way, it is really surprising that a new party from the whole 
political sphere of Panjab, which a is not regional party of Panjab and has not come out of any struggle of Panjab, got place in Panjab 
politics. In this paper we analyze the Aam Adami Party’s political and historical aspects and try to examine the party mainly in context 
of Panjab but also in the national context of India. 

 
Aam Adami Party: Formation and Development 

In the year 2011, prominent social activist Anna Hazare started a movement named ‘Anti-corruption movement’ with a 
hunger strike at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi for building a strong and effective Lokpal which will control the environment of increase 
corruption in the country and pave the way to become a corruption free country. In this movement Anna Hazare who had follower of 
Gandhian principles is supported by the people as well as media, it emerged as a major movement hoping to reform the structure of 
the country. It received a great response from every class, along with the country’s other prominent social activists participated in this 
movement, among them the main activists were named ‘Team Anna’. In which Arvind Kejriwal (IRS) mainly commanded this team. 
This group made a draft called ‘Jan Lokpal Bill’, which demand to government to appoint a Lokpal (Ombudsman), who solved and 
action the complaints by the people for corruption. This way makes the democratic structure strong and the political system more 
transparent and remove corruption from the system.2 
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Arvind Kejriwal, the active face of such a big movement of the country, decided that reforms can be brought in the political 
system only through elections. But Anna Hazare did not agree with this decision, at this time Anna and Arvind choose their different 
paths. On 26 November 2012, Arvind Kejriwal with other supporters laid the foundation stone of the party. Kejriwal said the 
importance of laying the foundation of the party on November 26, on this day Indian Constitution was made, so this party will work in 
a full constitutional way and promised this party can run the corrupt political system on the right path, and doors of the party always 
open for the common people of the country to participate in political system. That is why party named itself ‘Aam Adami Party’.3 

 

Aam Adami Party: Delhi Elections 
After the formation of the AAP, the first elections were held in Delhi assembly elections where only Congress and BJP 

governments were in power, in these elections AAP won 28 out of 70 seats with 29.49% vote percentage. The congress government 
had established its foothold on Delhi for the last 15 years, there were full chances to winning the BJP in these elections which had four 
more seats than the AAP. It was like a challenge for AAP to win so many seats in the presence of two strong parties in the capital.”4 

But due to not getting the majority, AAP had to form an alliance with Congress, so later Kejriwal dissolved the AAP government due 
to lack of coordination in the decisions as per party’s request and this government lasted only 49 days. But later Kejriwal also 
apologized to the people and saying that it was his mistake. But after that, in Delhi assembly elections in 2015, AAP won a big victory 
by getting 67 out of 70 seats and 54.3% vote percentage. In 2013, AAP started being active on social media which led to more and 
more publicity, this benefited them in 2015 Delhi elections.5  
 
Aam Adami Party: Punjab Elections 

There is a multi-party system in Panjab, from 90s these main parties contesting the elections are Congress, Shiromani Akali 
Dal, Akali Dal (Maan), BJP, CPI, CPI (M), BSP, but the Congress and Shiromani Akali Dal are strong and always in the power, 
without them no other party could have made its place in power. In 2011 a newly formed regional party ‘People Party of Panjab’ 
(PPP), contested 2012 assembly elections but failed, later in 2016 party merged with Congress. The AAP which has already been 
active in Delhi politics, participate in the Panjab Lok Sabha Elections 2014 and won 4 seats secured with 24.40% vote percentage. In 
these elections party broke the tradition of two prominent parties by winning the position of the opposition party.  

 
“In 2019 Lok Sabha elections of Panjab, the AAP won only one seat in which Bhagwant Maan became the party’s sole MP 

securing 7.38% vote share. In this way, AAP did not get full majority in the previous elections, but due to getting only one seat in 
2019 Lok Sabha elections, it was difficult for AAP to make a place in Panjab politics and party was also considered to be finished. But 
Bhagwant Maan, the famous face of AAP in Panjab, continued to influence the people, with the help of party supremo Kejriwal, who 
was the CM of Delhi, continued to give faith to the people of Panjab for a clean and corruption political system. The Delhi model was 
also used as a brand within Panjab to increase the vote bank.”5  

 
“In the assembly elections of Panjab 2022, AAP won 92 seats out of 117 seats. Akali Dal & BSP alliance won only 3 seats, 

BJP got 2 seats and Congress got 18 seats. Most of the candidates of AAP were new faces and entered the election field for the first 
time. The main reason for the defeat of the other two major parties was that people of Panjab were fed up with the traditional parties 
and wanted a new alternative for ‘Change’. In these elections party got most of the seats from Malwa and Majha region rather than 
Doaba. There are many challenges in front of the government elected due to the trust of the people, AAP’s mostly candidates are also 
new politicians for whom it is not easy to understand the politics of Panjab in such a short period of time, but the people of Panjab 
have hopes on the government because party has come to the promises of giving jobs to the youth and get over the corruption into 
political system and drug issues.”6   
 
Aam Adami Party: Ideology and Nationalism 

‘AAP’s ideology followed the principle of the concept of ‘Swaraj’, they believe that the war of independence was fought 
against the Britishers to achieve Swaraj not to only drive away the British. But since then, corruption and injustice have increased in 
the country and the rich have become richer and the poor become poorer, in the society due to which the social structure has 
deteriorated. Kejriwal in his book ‘Swaraj’ stated that: 

We want Swaraj, every year in the name of development, politicians and officers make absurd plans sitting in Delhi. Lakhs, 
crores of rupees are spent. Instead of reaching the public, this money goes into the pockets of the corrupt. We do not want such 
development. If there is Swaraj, then the people develop themselves. Swaraj means the rule of the people will develop themselves. 
Swaraj means the rule of the people, our rule. Let the public decide directly about your village, your city, your locality, laws to be 
passed in parliament and legislative assemblies should also be made by the will of the people.”7 
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If we explore the ideology of AAP, then just as BJP is trying to make India a world guru, Kejriwal also wants to make India 
the number one country in the world, thus we can understand that there is a small difference in the both of the ideology. In march, 
2022, mentioned the three pillars of the ideology by Arvind Kejriwal from his Twitter account, in which the first: Staunch 
Nationalism, second: Hardcore Honesty, third: humanity. This proves that AAP is now in the race to call itself more nationalist.”9 The 
AAP has so far managed to form its government in the capital Delhi and full fledge state Panjab and also opened an account with two 
seats in Goa, the AAP strengthening itself in the state so that it can emerge as the national party. But it will be seen in a state like 
Panjab where people consider Punjabi sub-nationality to be important and Sikhs religious identity struggle on a large scale, how this 
party survives with this ideology.   
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