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Abstract 

This paper focuses on the selected books by Mahatma Gandhi and Swami Vivekananda to find out the very particular 
passage and sentences where they talked about the education of the nation, way of education of the nation and about the humanity of 
the countrymen. The selected books are ‘The Story of My Experiments with Truth’ and, ‘India of My Dreams’ by Mahatma Gandhi; 
‘Bartaman Bhatat’ and ‘My India, the India Eternal’ by Swami Vivekananda. So, the researcher has selected content analysis as 
research tool to study such remarkable works by them as source of data.  I think it is most trustworthy for such kind of research study. 
They understood the importance of social values. The ‘Father of Nation’, M.K. Gandhi had made his image as next to God to the 
youth and another, Swami Vivekananda is known as the ‘Youth Icon’. They made their precious remarks regarding value education in 
their written books and also asked to follow the advices. Wise person without values and virtues is identical with Satan. Taking the 
devastating side of human waste, the higher education commission and other committees have incorporated few texts with moral 
values in school curriculum. The educational thoughts of these great thinkers regarding value education influence directly or indirectly 
educational commission or committee after independence and the hereafter. The Government of India has constituted a good number 
of committees, commissions, policies and initiatives have been taken up by the Government before and after independence to promote 
and develop the whole value based educational scenario of the country. 

 
Keywords:  Human Values, Human Virtues, Respect to The Women, All Round Development, Education. 
 
Introduction 

We live in such kind of society in which all types of persons from different caste and creed live. We know education is the 
only process through which a human being becomes human resource. But now days, education has become self – centred, artificial 
mechanism. It is providing society the persons with high intellect and skill but without heart. He/she lacks of human virtues and 
values. This is the major problem of education today.  As a social being all human must be sociable. Value Education was prominent 
from the very Vedic Period. The great educationists, philosophers, teachers had given emphasis on this concerned topic in Eastern 
countries as well as the Western countries. In India Swami Vivekananda and Gandhiji were very much concerned regarding these 
sensitive issues. Everyone knows that life is valuable. If life is so important, the values of life are even more important. Values are 
guiding principles, or standards of behavior which are regarded desirable, important and held in high esteem by a particular society in 
which a person lives. The Importance of Values and Morals are the code we live by in a civilized society. Our values and morals are a 
reflection of our spirituality; our character. 

  
Being the best creation of God human being breeds some virtuous qualities such in his heart as love, sympathy, empathy, 

honesty, forgivingness, respectfulness, courage, kindness, calmness, quietness, generosity, self- controlled mind, assertiveness, 
modesty, peacefulness, responsibility, respectful attitude, tolerant, humility, truthfulness, loyalty, friendliness, sincerity, gratefulness, 
patriotism, meekness, prayerfulness and renunciation. In the present scenario the person with good academic degree is available but 
the person with all human virtues is rare. Gandhi laid the foundation of a scheme of national education that was suited to our needs, 
requirements, genius, and aspirations for the future. It is left up to us to perfect it and extend it to cover the entire field of education. In 
this process, adjustment and adaptation may be necessary, but these actions must be undertaken in the spirit of the total philosophy of 
Gandhi, that is, for the individual and the society. Whatever may be its merits and demerits, we should not forget that education to 
Gandhi meant inspiring the children with a new ideology based upon personal purity and unselfish service, resulting in the creation of 
a society based upon truth and love. This is precisely the Buddha’s concept also. These values upgrade an individual to mark of a self-
actualised person which is the final destination of all education. The ‘Father of Nation’ was worshipped as living God by the people 
for his loving and affectionate character. Human being must have humanity; without humanity and human values an individual is not 
person rather than a devil. Our earth is created by God and the human being is the best creation of God. Human virtues are those 
things in which the God lives in the heart of man.  
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Objective(s) 
i. To know the role of value education for the students according to Mahatma Gandhi. 
ii. To know what should be the role played by the teacher and parents creating values in the heart of the student according to 

Mahatma Gandhi. 
iii. To find out the essence of education according to Swami Vivekananda. 
iv. To know the role of value education in the field of women empowerment according to Swami Vivekananda. 

 
Methodology 

The present study is qualitative piece of research belonging to broad research area of philosophy of education. In the process 
of illustration content analysis, the primary and the secondary sources have been discussed. The present researcher also adopted 
‘Exegetical Method’ with inductive and speculative method. Research methodology is the specific procedure or technique used to 
identify select, process and analyse information about topic. Research methodology actually describes those various steps of plans. In 
methodology researcher uses different criteria for solving the given research problem. The selection of research method is crucial for 
what conclusions the researcher can make about the phenomenon. It affects what the researcher can say about the cause and the factor 
influencing the phenomenon. It is also important to choose a research method which is within the limits of what the researcher can do. 

 
Analysis 
Statement - 1 
“By Education I mean an all – round drawing out of the best in child and man body, mind and spirit, literacy is neither the end of 
education nor even the beginning. It is only one of the means whereby man and woman can be educated. Literacy in itself is no 
education. I would therefore begin the child’s education by teaching it a use of useful handicraft and enabling it to produce from the 
moment of begins its training. I hold that that the highest development of mind and souls possible under a system of education.” (India 
of My Dreams, Ch -46, p-167)  
[Code: - means of education, development of mind, body, and spirits, literacy is not education.] 
Category: - all - round development. 
  
Analysis 

According to this quotation, he is the person with most values and virtues that country ever seen. He was regarded as the 
image of God, countrymen worshipped him. He was the symbol of truth of the then society. He would emphasise on humanity. 
Nonviolence which is nothing but a virtuous quality was the main political weapon of this great leader. He believed in truth which 
according to him can drive away the darkness of ignorance. He asked to his countrymen to be tolerant, calm and quiet, to believe in 
God, to do the right work, follow the path of truth. He has written few books where his philosophy of life, philosophy of education, 
philosophy of politics is being reflected. 

 
Human values are very important for the society and the country’s welfare. Truth, courage, humanity, love, affection, helping 

others, tolerance, and good behaviour are the things which make a child a very good person being. In his well-regarded book “The 
Story of My Experiments with Truth” he reveals many incidents of his life that are related with human values and virtues. He believed 
on truth very much; he would believe in “Satyamebo Jayate”. 
 
Statement no.- 2. 
“To follow the truth and go through all the ordeals Harischandra went through was the one ideal it inspired me. I literally believed in 
story of Harischandra could not have been a historical character. Still both Harischandra and Shravana are living realities for me, and I 
am sure I should be moved as before if I were to read those plays again today. (The Story of My Experiments with Truth, ch.- 2, p- 25) 
[Codes: - follow the truth, should know the historical characters, reality of life] 
Category:- human virtues, education. 
 
Analysis 

If we analyse the very lines then we will find the very word respect: respect to the elder is another virtuous quality of the 
human being. Primarily Man is social animal, secondarily he lives in a family where parents, grandparents, uncle, aunty live together. 
So every child should teach the respect of elders and value of relation. It is very essential for the child as well as the family and society 
also. Many inhuman relationship and incident we know. So, value education should teach from the very childhood through curriculum 
and teaching method. It is very essential which should be essence of education better to say value education. 
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OBJECTIVE NO. - II 
To know what should be the role played by the teacher and parents creating values in the heart of the student according to 

Mahatma Gandhi. 
 

Statement no. - 3 
“I was devoted to my parents. But no less was I devoted to the passions that flesh his hair to. I had yet to learn that all happiness and 
pleasure should be sacrificed in devoted service to my parents. And, yet as though by way of punishment for my desire to pleasure, 
and incident happened, which has ever since rankled in my mind and which I will relate later. (The Story of My Experiments with 
Truth, ch.- 3, p- 29) 
[Codes: - Devoted to parents, sacrificed in devoted service] 
Category: Human values, human virtues. 
 
Analysis 

Religion is a thing which holds a community in unity. It has its own culture and heritage which nurtures the human virtues 
and values in the heart of the people. Any religion emphasis first of all on the human being, how he/she will become an ideal person 
with all virtuous qualities, values and vices then on religious customs and rituals. So Gnadhiji considers that religion has great impact 
on human ideology and ethics to be a gentleman. So, he talks about the “religious education” in his written books.  

 
Statement no - 4 

“It is true, that knowledge of religious books is no equivalent of that of religion. But if we cannot have religion, we must be 
satisfied with providing our boys and girls with what is next best. And whether there is such instruction given in the schools or not, ... 
I do not believe that the state can concern itself or cope with religious education. I believe that religion education must be the sole 
concern of religious associations. Do not mix up religions and ethics. I believe that fundamental ethic is common to all religions. 
Teaching of fundamental ethics is undoubtedly a function of the state. By religion I have not in my mind fundamental ethics but what 
goes by the name of denominationalism.” (India of My Dream, ch. -48, p- 175) 
[Codes: - religion, religious education, fundamental ethics.] 
Category: - religion, human values. 
 
Analysis 

So, every religion, according to Gandhiji, has some common principles and ethics which are based on humanitarian 
philosophy. So, religion has a great impact on education especially on value-based education. In the curriculum or syllabus of the 
children value-based education should be carefully incorporated.  

 
Statement no -5 
“A curriculum of religious instruction should include a study of the tenets of faiths other than one’s own. For this purpose, the student 
should be trained to cultivate the habit of understanding and appreciating the doctrines of various great religions of the world in a 
spirit of reverence and broad-minded tolerance. This if properly done would help to give them a spiritual assurance and a better 
appreciation of their own religion.” (India of My Dream, ch. -48, p- 175) 
[Codes:  curriculum of religious instruction, doctrines, tolerance] 
Category: religion of man, human values 
 
Analysis 

Mahatma Gandhi would believe in the philosophy of idealism in education. Teacher is the instructor and followed by the 
students not only in educational field but also in every aspect of life. Teacher is most important element in the system of education and 
then students; they are the backbone of society. He was influenced in the western institutional teacher centric education in religious 
institutions. The role of the teacher is very crucial in set up the mind of the students and makes them sociable. It is seen same in the 
educational field of India also.  
 
Statement – 6 
“They made their pupils members of their families, but in those days that class of teaching which they imparted were not intended for 
the masses. They simply brought up a race of real teachers of mankind in India.” (India of My Dream, ch. -48, p- 176) 
[Codes: duty of real teacher, pupils are like family members of teacher] 
Category:  human virtues, human values. 
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Analysis 
Swami Vivekananda says that. “All knowledge, therefore secular or spiritual, is in the human mind’ which means that human 

being contains knowledge about everything in his mind; it develops when it is nurtured and get proper environment. Most of the time 
it is not discovered remains in the veil.  

 
OBJECTIVE NO. – III 
  To find out the essence of education according to Swami Vivekananda.  
 
Statement no.  – 7 
“What is education? Is it book-learning? No. Is it a diverse knowledge? Not even that. The training by which the current and 
expression of will are brought under control and become fruitful is called education. Now consider, is that education is a result of 
which the will, being continuously chocked by force through generation...” (MY INDIA THE INDIA ETERNAL, CH. -4, P- 55) 
[Codes:  education, book learning, training] 
Category:  education, development. 
 
Analysis 

Information and the knowledge are not equal, according to Swami Vivekananda. Information enriches the mind of the people 
but education is reflecting in his behaviour. Mere book learning can never make an individual a complete person. When the mind is 
controlled by the person through training by overcoming all the factual things then it is education. Education surpasses the 
shortcomings of a person by his goodness, virtues and vices. And it go through the ages. 

 
Statement – 8 
“Education is the manifestation of the perfection already in man.... therefore, the only duty of the teacher ... is to remove all 
obstruction from the way.” (MY INDIA THE ETERNAL, Ch. iv, p. 55) 
[Codes: - manifestation, perfection, duty of teacher, removal of obstruction.] 
Category: - all – round development, human values. 
 
Analysis 

Above mentioned sentence is the key concept of education by swami Vivekananda. All the possibilities are sleeping in the 
heart of the pupils. And the teachers have to manifest it. According to him, “True education described as a development of faculty, not 
an accommodation of words, or as a training of individuals to will rightly and efficiently.” The development of the person means the 
development of man with all human man qualities. According to Swami Vivekananda to gaining bookish knowledge is not gaining 
proper education.  

 
Statement no. – 9 
“If the education is identical with information, the libraries are the greatest sage in the world...The training by which the current and 
expression of will are brought under control and become fruitful is called education.”  
[Codes: training, expression, control of mind, fruitfulness] 
Category:  development, human values. 
 
 Analysis 

Education is not filling the mind with a lot of facts. According to him concentration is most important. To him, “Education is 
concentration of mind, not the collecting of facts.”  Education is not the information which is gained and stored in the mind but the 
education is life building, man making, character creating, and assimilation of ideas.  

 
Personal contact and attachment is most important part of education. It is quite impossible to get proper education without the 

personal life of a teacher. Teachers are merely examining body.  Next, he talks about the most important virtuous quality of a student 
that none but ‘tygis’ which means renunciation. Renunciation is such virtuous human quality which upgrades the common man to the 
mark of the devotee. One should live from his very boyhood with one whose character is like a blazing fire and should have before 
him a living example of highest teaching. Mere reading is that it is a sin to tell a lie will be of no use. Everyone should be trained to 
practice absolute Bramhachariya and then faith. 
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It is not the education which inculcates the weakness. He wants to put every man, women and child to physical, mental and 
spiritual training. Every system that weakens the mind, makes one superstitious, make one mope, make one desire all sorts of wild 
impossibilities, mysteries and superstitious; such system never bring any good. Such things create morbidity in the mind which makes 
us weak generally. 

 
OBJECTIVE NO. – IV 

Role of value education in the field of women empowerment according to Swami Vivekananda. 
 

Statement no - 10 
“O India! Forget not that the ideal of thy womanhood is Sita, Savitri, Damayanti.” (MY INDIA THE INDIA ETERNAL, Ch.-V, P- 
68)  
[Code:  womanhood, tradition of women] 
Category:  human virtues, knowledge. 
 

He reminds us about the rich heritage of womanhood from the very ancient time. And at the same time he comparatively 
studies the position of women in the present world in orient or occident. In the male dominated patriarchal society the women are 
suppressed in every field from the very beginning of Indian civilization. They are given less importance where as they are the integral 
part of our society. Without them we cannot imagine our existence. They are beaten, raped, sexually assaulted, torned up by the men. 
It is not the chivalry of a gentleman. Then he becomes a devil by losing his human quality. “Respect” especially respect to the women 
is one of greatest human values like other values.  

 
He has given brief description about the position of women in India and the about the womanhood. Women in India have 

been worshiped from the very ancient time. Women as regarded as goddess and worshiped. Women are greatly respected in India. 
 

Statement no.  –  11 
“The ideal of womanhood in India is motherhood - that marvellous, unselfish, all suffering, ever- forgiving mother.”  (MY INDIA 
THE INDIA ETERNAL, Ch.-V, P- 68) 
[Codes:  womanhood, motherhood, unselfish, ever forgiving.] 
Category:  human virtues, human values. 
 
Analysis 

A women play various and crucial role in our society. Then he compares the possession of women in Western and the Eastern 
country. The modern virtual world treats women something wrong. Most unfortunately, patriarchal society always treats women as 
commodity. The ‘weaker sex’ is always neglected and this is the main cause of downfall. But in India, it is quite different, “In the 
West woman is wife; in the East she is the mother.” (MY INDIA THE INDIA ETERNAL, Ch.-V, P- 68). Gender indiscrimination 
must be stopped which is started from the family and continue in every field of life. Women should give equal opportunity as man.  
 
Statement no -12  
“Educate your women first and leave them to themselves; they will tell you what reforms are necessary for them. Our right of 
interference is limited entirely to giving education. Women must be put in a position to solve their problems in their own way.” (MY 
INDIA THE INDIA ETERNAL, Ch.-V, P- 77). 
[Codes:  women problem, women education, dignity of women. 
Category:  human virtues, education. 
 
Analysis 

Women themselves will solve their problem with the help of their education. The attitude of the man towards the women and 
the attitude of the women of towards society will gradually be changed. Value education is the only weapon which can change the 
mentality of the citizen. Respect and respect to the women are such value which will juxtapose male and female in respected manner. 
There are thousands of obstacles, problems and barriers of women in family and society. But the only remedy of all problems is 
education. Respect to the women is one of the chivalries of the western knights.  

 
As human being is social animal and live in such an environment where different types man who belongs to different caste, 

creed, gender, and religion. So, the all-round development is badly needed. A sense of belongingness is very much important. Human 
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values are important and at the same time value education is equally important. Value education is very important for self-realization, 
self-awakening and for self-actualization. Appreciations of the ancient ideas are truly secular in character. Our cultural plural society 
should foster universal and eternal values which will orient towards unity and integration of people. Value education helps wiped out 
the pride, prejudice, mental violence, obsession, superstition and religious fanaticism. The aim of true education is to enable students 
to stand equilibrium with the rest of the world. The power of expression can empower the youth of the today and drive them away 
from violence influences. Education is methodical effort towards learning basic facts about humanity. Situation and values create 
some time little confusion but value helps us to choose the right of action.  

 
 There is far difference between ‘real-world’ or ‘actual-world’ and “factual world” - the world a child sees with his eyes. 

Hence it is the creativity of the teacher who teaches the child how to behave, how to talk, how to live, how to maintain social 
principles, how to act, how to treat others besides the providing of bookish knowledge or information. 

 
“But what kind of education? Surely not merely bookish learning, passing examinations, getting degrees and certificates! 

Education to him was not information but something more meaningful: it was man making, life- giving and character building; it was 
assimilation of ideas. It included also acquisitions of skills so that it could be productive.”(MY INDIA, THE INDIA ETERNAL. Ch- 
v, p-4) 

 
Importance of value education has been realised ever since and specially after independence. Several committee and 

commission were formulated from the time to time with eminent educationists.  Mahatma Gandhi established “Basic National 
Education” under Zakir Hussion who emphasised the need for change the education system of India. The NCF stressed on the 
qualities like regularity, punctuality, cleanliness, self control, industriousness, sense of duty, desire to serve, responsibility, enterprise, 
democratic attitude and sense of obligation. The crisis of values in the society has left an adverse effect on the psyche of the student 
who have now fallen prey to undesirable values such as dishonesty, insincerity, lack of punctuality, disrespect for elders and lethargy 
– all of it in terror, greed and accumulation of wealth by hook or crook. Today lack of patience and tolerance is resulting in students’ 
unrest, loss of compassion and sheer absence of sensibility which has also been pivotal in leading to crimes against women. The 
family system of India had a long tradition for imparting value education. John Lock has given the concept of human mind. He has 
compared the brain of human child with “tabula rasa” which means blank page. If the page is blank then we should write something 
good on it. If humane virtues and values are incorporated from the very beginning of the childhood with the educational curriculum it 
will last long until death. The teacher play good role by directing the students in proper way. But unfortunately, educated persons are 
committing the social offensive much more in the ultra modern world.  Only value education can prevent it by making him conscious, 
self realised and self conscious. 

 
In the preamble of Indian constitution it is mention that, We, the people of India, are having solemnly resolved to constitute 

India into a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republic and to secure to all its citizens. The people will be given social, 
economical, political justice. The people will enjoy the liberty of thoughts, expression, belief, faith and worship. All men are equal and 
the country will treat with quality. We can understand easily the philosophy and ideas of Indian constitution from the preamble. 
Sovereignty:  India is a state of sovereignty and the preamble declares that. It is free from any external control. No other power can 
interfere in internal and external matter of the country. Socialist: - It means the constitution of India has a great objective to secure 
social and economic equality and fair distribution of wealth among all section of people in the country. Democratic: India is 
democratic state. Democracy is of the people, by the people and for the people. India is the largest democratic country in the world. 
Justice: Here actually ‘justice’ means equal right. There are three types of justice – social justice, economic justice and political 
justice. To ensure social justice the government the constitution has special argument for the weaker section of the society, abolished 
untouchability provided free and compulsory education to all. 

 
The University education Commission popularly known as Radhakrishnan Commission (1948 – 49) stressed the need to 

incorporate spiritual training in the curriculum of educational institutions. “The adaptation of Indian outlook on religion is not 
inconsistent with the principle of our constitution. We may briefly refer to the central features of the Indian view of religion” 
(University Education Commission, 1948, Vol. 1, p 257) 

 
India is a secular country and its view is contrasting a secular country and its view is to contrast a secular country for this 

view on religion will be constitutional base. “Religion is not to be identified with creed to be believed, or an emotion to be felt or a 
ceremony to be performed. It is changed life. We do not judge a man’s religion by his intellectual beliefs but by his character and 
disposition. By their fruits and not by their beliefs do we know them? (University Education Commission, 1948, vol.1 p 257) 
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Spiritual Training:  “If religion is a matter of realization, it cannot be reached through a mere knowledge of the dogmas. It is attained 
through discipline for all times and in all s as ultimate values. Our belief is that education from all nature must be ultimately concerned 
with values which are independent of time or particular environment, through realisable under changing forms in both, and therefore 
that no programmes of education which concerns themselves only with relative ends and the immediate adaptation of the individual to 
existing surrounding can be acceptable,” (University Education Commission, 1948, vol.- 1, p 261). “What makes a man truly virtuous 
is the purpose for which he lives, his general outlook on life. Virtue and vice are determined by the direction in which we organise our 
life. Unless morality is taken in a larger sense, it is not enough. If we exclude spiritual training in our institutions, we would be untrue 
to our whole historical development. (Radhakrishnan Commission) 

 
“Value orientation is an over – arching and comprehensive area that needs conscious integration with general education at 

each stage including adult education, teacher education, technical education and management education. Education has a little 
meaning without development, nature and internalization values.” (National Policy on Education. 2016, ch.3 p.12) 

 
“India has suffered serious consequences arising out of increasing threat of terrorism and fundamentalism. Education, in it’s 

entirely, has prepare persons for contributing to a world of peace, harmony, mutual trust and a value based society”. (National Policy 
on Education. 2016, Ch.3.P.12) 

 
Findings 
After analysing the concerned data and information in this research study few findings are found as given below— 

i. Value Education is an integral part of education System. 
ii. Without values education is incomplete. 
iii. Literacy and education is not equal. 
iv. The ultimate reality of life is to follow the truth. 
v. Values are surely essential part of educational curriculum as well as of life. 
vi. The duty and responsibility of a teacher in a social system is foremost important, because they play most crucial role in society. 
vii. Family is the first school and parents are the first teachers of value education. 
viii. Everyone must respect women because without them our existence cannot be imagined. 
ix. Value education is most essential part of human education. 
x. Everyone should be very careful regarding familial relationship and social values.  
xi. Swami Vivekananda has best regard for the woman and makes us conscious by pointing out the rich heritage of woman 

participation. 
xii. Women education is equally important to solve the problem related to women. 
xiii. There must be some value based topic in the curriculum of education. 

 
Conclusions 

The present research work have analysed the relevance and importance of value education in the present education system 
and for society from the view point of Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi. Ancient education was religion centric where 
culture and customs were the main theme of education. And the aim of education was to make man sociable.  Pre independent 
education aimed to create Clarke. After independence Education system quite changed. This paper authenticates the relevance of value 
education by pointing out the view point of the great educationists. The present study has a great importance in the field of value 
education of India; and for the students of education, policy makers, social thinkers, educationists, teachers, administrators and any 
other concerned individuals. In this particular and in the light of his research findings, it can be concluded that with the objectives of 
the research along with its findings, there is close proximity. While it is generally recognised that one of the most important aims of 
entire process of education is nothing but the development and inculcation of human, social, moral, spiritual, aesthetic and other 
values, it is necessary to deal with the guide lines of the research findings. This is necessary to train to all the art of living in total 
harmony in the society, with a sense of healthy outlook on social awareness. These two great social reformers of 19th century are 
worshiped by the people even today. But very few education commission successful in the implementation of the recommendations of 
value education. Value based education now an integral part of New Education Policy 2020. MHRD has decided to help to 
educational institutions and look at some sources to translate the idea into mainstream schooling through regular workshops. Ministry 
of MHRD had set up National Resource of value education (NRCVE). There are basically five human values specially mentioned in 
the NEP- 2020 like Truth, Peace, Non- violence, Love and Righteous conduct. Value based education is likely to help the nation fight 
against all kinds of fanaticism, ill-will, violence, dishonesty, corruption, exploitation and drug abuse. Curriculum in school have to 
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develop key qualities like regularity, punctuality, cleanliness, self control, industriousness, sense of duty, desire to serve, 
responsibility, enterprise and creativity. Value Education is badly needed for this society. 
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