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Abstract 
            The long period of lockdown has transformed the attitude, habit patterns and lifestyle of the students. Re-opening of the 
schools has become a challenge now as the students have to come out from their comfort zones. The purpose of this study is to find 
out the views of 50 Government secondary school teachers about the challenges and problems faced by them in academic learning of 
secondary school students after reopening of schools after COVID -19 pandemic. Students are facing different problems after re-
joining of school after two years of virtual classrooms to offline classes. To find out the academic challenges faced by the teachers 
after reopening of schools, a questionnaire has been developed by the researcher for secondary school teachers of P. Burdwan district, 
West Bengal with a request to fill the questionnaire. 
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Introduction 

This pandemic has inflicted irretrievable loss to education of children, but it has also positive effects like innovations in form 
of online classes, online evaluation of learning outcomes, open book examinations, online learning and self-regulated learning, online 
professional development programmes for several types of teachers, in education system, which for one reason or another, could not 
be implemented prior to pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic has both required but also inspired unprecedented changes in 
educational systems around the world.  India faces a huge digital divide with merely 4% of rural households having access to 
computers and less than 14% having access to the internet. As schools reopen, policy makers, practitioners, students and their families 
wonder how the pandemic experience will affect the future of teaching and learning and what teaching professionalism really means 
in these trying times. We faced huge challenges and many more after reopening of schools after this pandemic. The ultimate sufferers 
are the students who faced a lot during this pandemic and there is a big challenge to overcome the learning problems of learner Infront 
of the teachers, administrators how to cope up with the effects of the situation. Some of the challenges faced by the teacher after 
reopening of schools after the pandemic situation are highlighted in this paper. This paper reflects the uphill task for teachers facing 
now to tackle the children’s and helping them makeup for time lost following the resumption of in person classes.  

 
OBJECTIVES 
The present paper focuses on the following objectives: 
1. To find out the views of teachers towards academic challenges faced by them after post Covid Pandemic. 
2. To find out some remedies for improvement of education in India. 
 
METHODOLOGY  

Descriptive survey method is used and Questionnaire was used to collect the views of randomly selected 50 Govt. sponsored 
Secondary school teachers on the post covid Academic challenges of teaching and learning in schools. 

 
POPULATION  

All the secondary teachers of Govt. sponsored schools in Paschim Burdwan districts, West Bengal affiliated by WBBSE, are 
the population of this study.  

 
SAMPLE  

Out of selected participants 50 respondents have submitted the questionnaire.  The detailed distribution of participants is 
furnished in Table 1. 

Sl. No. 1 Variables Categories Size of the Sample Total 
 Gender Male 35 50 

Female 15 
Sl. No. 2 Academic 

Qualification 
Undergraduate 15  

50  Post Graduate  35 
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Sl. No. 3 Teaching 
experience 

5-10 years 20  
50  10-20 years 30 

 
Major findings of the Study 

The findings of the study revealed that all the teachers were fully agreed that covid 19 pandemic has abruptly disrupted the 
teaching learning process of students.  

 
Huge learning gaps was found among the students as they were totally cut-off from the regular teaching learning process 

during covid 19 pandemic. Apart from plugging the learning gaps, the challenges include weaning the children off virtual platforms 
that they wore forced to get accustomed to over the past two years, since the outbreak of Covid. 

 
Teachers said that over the past two years children had been affected mentally and psychologically and a lot of kids had gone 

to depression, when these kids return to school, they need hand holding to take care of their emotional needs, rather than their learning 
needs. 
 
Pandemic has taken a toll on the reading and writing abilities of children: -Pandemic has taken a toll on the reading and writing 
abilities of children, a lot of children had transitioned from reading to visual media to watching programmes on Children’s 
handwriting has deteriorated and imagination to think and write is TV and OTP platforms amid the pandemic and this had affected 
their reading habit. many children feel as there reading and comprehension skills have not been fully developed. Therefore, teachers’ 
task is to redesigning the methods of teaching to keep children learning and ensure that children don’t forget what they studied in the 
previous year. 
Children’s handwriting has deteriorated and imagination to think and write is affected: -Children are now hooked on to those 
platforms and to take them back to reading books is a challenge. It is a lure of visual media and a very sad impact of the pandemic as 
opined by the teachers. 
Lack of regular school going habit and poor attendance in class- Students developed habit of not going to schools and wants to 
avoid regular classes. Academic dishonesty and short-cut approach habits to success have filtered deep into attitude of students and 
they are therefore unwilling to join the school regularly. During the lockdown students were free from the hectic schedule of rising 
early, getting ready, reaching school on time, free from the pressure of submitting assignments on time, fear of exam, giving exams 
from the comforts of their homes and resort to the unfair means is finished now and they don’t want to come out from their comfort 
zone. 
A large number of children dropped out – In the last two years when the schools were closed because of the covid pandemic, a 
large number of children have dropped out or have developed habit of not coming to schools regularly. Therefore, the teachers, 
administrators must ensure the attendance od children through different means ie fun filled activities, by organizing short orientation 
programmes, campaign for the learners and dropouts. 
Learners have developed learning blocks- huge learning gaps were found by the teachers after re-joining the offline classes by the 
learners. The magic world of online classes was so lucrative, to glue them away they have to come up with more innovative methods 
of teaching and needs more learning resources. 
Children had been affected mentally and psychologically and a lot of kids had gone into depression as reported by few teachers. 
Children are not comfortable in crowds even if they are with children of their own age-After returning to in-person classes teachers 
found students in need of counselling as they are lacking in skills like how to have conversation in peer groups, be a team leader or a 
team player. Few children are not even comfortable in large peer groups, some feels sad and wants to spend leisure time at home. 
Children are glued to Instagram and all those platforms that they think they are real. 
Children are showing emotional and behavioural problems- teachers reported that few students were showing emotional and 
behavioural problems and they need counselling because the long lockdown mentally has challenged so many of them.  
Children are withdrawn or lack of social skills, skills of adjustment they behave indifferently as earlier in having free 
communication with peers and how to have conversation in peer groups, be a team leader, team work or team player and thus they 
need counselling to overcome the situation. Teachers   have to engage more through different activities, co-curricular activities like 
dance, drama, music, exhibitions, projects, drawing, music, painting, group discussions etc. 
 
Some suggestions to overcome the situation 

 Whole-community responses are needed for ensuring that all students return to school. We need to involve local authorities and 
school management committees in raising awareness amongst the community in relation to the importance of students returning to 
school. 
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 Arrangement of remedial and tutorial classes for the learners to overcome the learning gaps and blockage of learners. These classes 
will be helpful for students to cover content that has been lost. 

 There is a need for good infrastructure (additional rooms) and resources (handwashing facilities) to stop the spread of covid 19 
through maintaining social distancing, safety and proper hygiene. Wearing mask should be a strict rule of the school. 

 Attention needs should be fulfilled through additional support (to the learners who have missed out on during school closures. 
 Government should give compulsory training of using ICT as teaching learning tool for all the teachers at all levels so that they 

can handle the situation in future.  
 

Conclusion 
In the new post-pandemic environment, what will be required is a huge shift in mindset − both social and emotional, 

therefore instead of jumping straight into teaching, all schools will have to facilitate structured interactions with children, listen to 
them, understand their apprehensions and fears, and provide them with a loving and caring environment. There is also a need to 
prepare teachers for conducting accelerated learning classes to help children recall and get back into the rhythm of learning. The 
clearly visible digital divide needs to be factored in and schools that cater to the poor and the marginalised have to set time aside to 
support an accelerated learning programme. Teachers need to take time to help children cope with their trauma, refresh what they 
have learnt before the lockdown, and consciously create a loving and caring environment. It is important to prepare teachers to 
identify vulnerable students, counsel them and their families, and encourage them to not drop out. The role of the teachers in the 
post COVID-19 lockdown phase would have to be multi-faceted – they will need to become counsellors, friends, shoulders to cry 
on, rocks to lean on, sensitive caregivers, and in turn teachers need support to reclaim the trust of parents and the larger community 
around the school because ‘Live teachers’ are our greatest educational asset. 
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