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Abstract  

In Prima facia growth is synonymous to development, ‘inclusive growth’ and ‘sustainable development’ are not identical 
terms. Inclusive growth is a suppressed words then sustainable development. Therefore, there is a need to maintain a balance between 
good developments (Inclusive Growth) or we can say ‘law it is’, and sustainable development (best development) or we can say 
‘ought to be’. The contemporary time witnessed a significance increment in legal action or Jurisprudence for both inclusive growth 
and sustainable development. A state has right for development by insuring and protecting the interest of future generation. The 
present generation should own the responsibility to solve the problems by satisfying self-values for the future generation. The paper is 
providing an academic space to rethink the inclusive growth in the context of sustainable development as it is the demand of time to 
conclude the sustainable development in the context of inclusive growth. 
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Introduction 

The inclusive growth (in the sense of technological innovation and accessibility) has been an engine of modern society. 
Production and consumption are the main measuring instrument of the development pertaining to an economy. It is measured in term 
of Gross Domestic Product, (GDP).  The inclusive growth is also introduced by an idea to tackle inequality and poverty with an 
objective to promote growth. There is a debate alongside parallel discussions on sustainability, co-benefits and trade-offs for 
sustainable development and inclusive growth. 

 
Inclusive growth is a buzz-word in policy circles, of developed and developing countries as well as in the international 

institutions. Its importance is increasingly being recognized and highlighted in work plans and strategies of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), G20, European Commission and UK’S Department for International Development.1 As a concept, it has been included as 
a proposed goal by the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals as a part of the post-2015 development agenda.2 

 
Under an absolute definition, growth is considered to be pro-poor as long as poor people are benefited in absolute terms as 

reflected in some agreed measure of poverty (Ravallion and Chen, 2003).  
 
In contrast, in the relative definition growth is “pro-poor” if the income of poor people grows faster than those of the 

population as a whole & inequality decline as a result. However, while absolute pro-poor growth can be the result of direct income 
redistribution schemes for growth to be inclusive, productivity must be improved and new employment opportunities are to be created. 
In short, inclusive growth is about raising the pace of growth and enlarging the size of the economy while levelling the playing field 
for investment by increasing productive employment opportunities. 

 
Sustainable development captures all aspects that are needed for welfare of the people and in the “here and now”, “later” and 

“elsewhere” dimensions. Those elements are also the part of the inclusive growth framework, although inclusive growth thematically 
focuses on the other aspects of the sustainable development dimensions.  
 
Meaning of Themes: The term inclusive refers to an inclusive group or organization tries to include many different types of people 
and treat them all fairly and equally.3 

 
1 In November 2013, the IMF set securing inclusive growth as a key priority for its 2014 annual work programme, in February 2014 DFID 
highlighted the importance of inclusive growth in their Economic Development Strategic Framework and in May 2014 the European Commission 
emphasised the role that the private sector plays in achieving inclusive growth in its Communication. Also cited on what is “inclusive growth”? cafod 
discussion paper (full version) august 2014 page no 2 
2 See goal 8 proposed by the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals.   
3 Cambridge English Dictionaries online accessed on 21 - 02 – 2016. 
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The term growth refers to growth of a person, animal or plant is a process of increasing in the size.4 
 
Inclusive growth means economic growth that creates employment opportunities by reducing poverty. It means access to 

essential services viz. health and education by the poor. It includes providing equality of opportunity, empowering people through 
education, skill development and relevant health services. It also encompasses a growth process that is eco-friendly growth, aiming 
good governance with a gender sensitive society. Special efforts to increase employment opportunities are essential as it is a necessary 
condition to bring about an improvement in the standard of living and quality of life of the people. 

 
Inclusion is one of the most important words spoken in the context of diversity. The term inclusive growth is not in the 

context of common discussion. It includes everyone in the growth process regardless of their class, gender, sex, disability and religion. 
Inclusive growth approach takes on a long-term perspective on productive employment rather than mere direct income redistribution 
as a means to increase income of the excluded groups. According to the World Bank, the growth said to be inclusive when the growth 
becomes sustainable in long run and across the broad based. Inclusiveness should be understood in the sense of focusing on equality of 
opportunity in terms access to markets, resources by unbiased regulatory environment for business and individuals.5 

 
Sustainable economic growth requires inclusive growth. Maintaining it is sometimes difficult because economic growth may 

give rise to negative externalities such as a rise in corruption, corruption is a challenge before developing countries. Nonetheless, an 
emphasis on inclusiveness—especially on equal opportunity in terms of access to markets, resources and an unbiased regulatory 
environment—is an essential prerequisite of successful growth. The inclusive growth focuses on productive employment.6 It enhances 
the income of poor & extended groups with rise in their standard of lives. 

 
The term sustainable refers to be ability to maintain at a certain rate or level7 
 
Development is progressive acquisition of various skills or abilities such as learning, teaching, & speaking, etc. 
 
Growth is a complex and multidisciplinary process. There are many conditions needed to be fulfilled in order to tackle 

widespread poverty by ever-raising middle -class prosperity. This process of institutional deepening occurs across a wide spectrum of 
domains. But such process is not automatic. The raising national income generates additional resources and policy space to establish 
and implement it pertaining to public education systems, independent judiciary, labour-markets and protections, competition, 
investment climate and social protection framework. Despite there is no guarantee on it. The pace and pattern of economic institution 
building is a choice & a function of policy decisions Public-private cooperation is also a pattern to achieve it. Like other aspects of a 
country’s growth model, it is shaped by the prevalence of political economy. It is endogenous to the development process. As a result, 
there is payoff to the living standards from economic growth to a considerable extent. 
 
Historical Background 

Inclusive growth is based on economic growth. Inclusive growth is more than economic growth and sustainable development 
is more than inclusive growth.  

 
Vibrant economic growth is the sine qua non of improved standard of living. There should be a fair share of national income 

on the household economics otherwise the effect of rising notional income cannot be felt in accurate terms. In other words, the 
reflection of national income should be on the income, savings, employment & quality of life of the household. Growth creates the 
possibility of a positive-sum game for society in terms of socio-economic household parameters even though it does not assure it.8 
 
Origin of the Concept Sustainable Development 

The concept of sustainable development is not a new concept. Early 1970s witnessed crucial interconnected developments on 
the concept.  

 

 
4 Supra 3. 
5 George, Justine "Growth and Development…. Inclusive Growth: What went wrong with Development?", MPRA 33182, 2011. Also cited in 
Wikipedia the free Encyclopedia accessed at 21-02-2016 
6 Elena Ianchovichina and Susanna Lundstrom, 2009. application “Policy Research Working Paper Series 4851, The World Bank. 
7 Supra 3 
8 A. Kraay, “When is Growth Pro-Poor? Evidence from a Panel of Countries,” Journal of Development Economics, Vol. 80 No. 1 (2006): 198-227. 
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Firstly, the Ministry of Environment established western democracies.  
 
Secondly, in 1972 a study report of the Club of Rome was published in the name & style of “Limits to Growth”. It focussed 

on modelling of long-term development taking several variables such as population, agricultural production and natural resources 
across a range of scenarios. The study has been heavily criticized by the economists and academic community for many unrealistic 
assumptions. Despite criticism there is an impact on the public perception of environmental issues.  

 
The concept had come to be known in 1972, 113 nations of the world assembled in Stockholm, Sweden for the Stockholm 

declaration. The declaration is started as under: 
“Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality and adequate conditions of life, in an environment of a 
quality that permits a life of dignity and well-being and he bears a solemn responsibility to protect and improve 
the environment for present and future generation” 
 

But the concept was given a definite shape in a report by World Commission on Environment. It is known as ‘our common 
future’. The commission which was chaired by the ‘Prime Minister’ of Norway, Ms. G. H. Brundtland and it defined ‘Sustainable 
Development’ as under: 

“Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future generations to 
meet their own needs” 
 

The report was popularly known as ‘Brundtland report’ the concept had been further discussed in the agenda 21 of UN 
Conference on environment and development held in June 1992 at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 
Elements of Sustainable Development 
Sustainable Development contains both substantive and procedural following elements 

 Integration of Environmental protection with economic development. 
 The Right to Development. 
 Sustainable utilization of resources and conservation of natural resources. 
 Inter-generational equity. 
 Intra-generational equity. 
 Procedural elements are found in the Principle No 10 and 17 dealing with public participation in decision making and 

environment impact assessment. 
 

In the new concept of Rio+20 held in June 2012 focused on following two main themes 
 Green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication. 
 The institutional framework for sustainable development. 

 
Judicial Interpretation 

The judiciary is a core functionary in promoting to sustainable development. In various decisions Honourable Supreme Court 
laid down the concept, indicating sustainable development, as a balance between ecology and development. In Rural Litigation and 
Entitlement Kendra Dehradun vs. State of Uttar Pradesh9, regarding the dispute arose over mining in the hilly areas, Hon’ble 
Supreme Court ordered to stop mining activities. An abstract of the judgement is as under: 

“This would undoubtedly cause hardship to them, but it is a price that has to be paid for protecting and 
safeguarding the right of the people to live in healthy environment with minimal disturbance of ecological 
balance and without avoidable hazard to them and to their cattle, homes and agricultural land and undue 
affection of air, water and environment.” 

 
The doctrine of ‘Sustainable Development’ was made in Vellore Citizen Welfare Forum vs. Union of India10. In the instant 

case, dispute arose over the function of tanneries in the state of Tamil Nadu. These tanneries were discharging effluents in the river 
Palar, which was the main source of drinking water in the state. The Honourable Supreme Court held that: 

 
9 AIR 1988 SC 218 
10 AIR 1996 SC 2715 
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“We have no hesitation in holding that the precautionary principle and polluter pays principle are part of the 
environmental law of India” 

 
The court also held that:  

“Remediation of the damaged environment is part of the process of ‘Sustainable Development’ and as such 
polluter is liable to pay the cost to the individual sufferers as well as the cost of reversing the damaged ecology.” 
 

In different cases the Apex Judiciary bodies gave the decision on sustainable development.  
 
Differences between Subjects 

Inclusive growth is an economic growth that creates opportunity for all segments of the population in the country and 
distributes the benefits equitably both in monetary and non-monetary terms across the country.11  

 The areas of growth include education, life expectancy, standard of living, or employment opportunities, wealth and assets etc. 
 Inclusive growth means the fruits of economic growth must be shared equally among all. 

 
             Both differ in the basic definitions itself.12 Sustainable development is the ability of present generations to meet their needs 
without compromising the requirement of future generation. Precisely, the resources should be judiciously used. The resources maybe 
water or fossil fuels or others. Sustainability has been aptly defined by the father of the nation, Gandhi Jee through his quote as 
under: 

“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s need not every man’s greed.” 
 

Inclusive growth is a concept associated with economics which implies equitable distribution of economic growth among all 
the participants in the economy. In other words, it implies that even the marginalised population residing in the lower economic strata 
should be benefited from the impact of economic growth. This concept is more relevant and appropriate in a country like India where 
there prevails a wide gap in the distribution of wealth & income. 

 
Sustainable development is neither possible nor feasible without inclusive growth. However, unsustainable but inclusive 

growth models do prevail in the country.13 
 
Inclusion is more about ensuring that the benefits of economic growth should be shared among all segments of society. For 

an example, energy access programmes that aims to bring modern energy solutions to the doorstep of every household. It seeks to 
forward on the agenda of inclusion. In India, inclusion refers a large marginalised segments with a right to be a part of the economic 
growth. It is about inclusion of the people who have traditionally been marginalised and deprived from the growth process. 
Discussions of employment, education, and healthcare are incomplete without addressing the question of inclusion. Inclusion is an 
urgent and widespread problem in India because there is prevails a disparity in accessing the fruits of development.  

 
Sustainability is a less-understood concept. Non-inclusive growth model is unsustainable. 
 
Sustainability is much debated and its pathways are not that obvious. Sustainability is about balancing economic growth 

between environmental and social benefits. It is about accepting the fact that economic growth does not necessarily provide 
environmental and social gains - including social inclusion. Special measures are to be initiated to address the problem.  

 
Social inclusion is one of the many issues that requires to be addressed in the context of sustainable development. 
 
Society is a 3D figure,14 comprising economic, natural & social growth. This is determined to an extent to which the 

population is made a part of the development process and how effectively the benefits of growth positively impact even in the nook 
and corner of a society. 

 
11 Renu Gholia, economist on Quora 31 December, accessed    on 21-02-2016  
12 Manjusha Gopinath, an economist Quora, accessed on 21-02-2016 
13 Shailaja D Sharma, Director, Entrepreneur Support, NEN (Shailaja is a Most Viewed Writer in Sustainable Development), accessed on 21-02-
2016. 
14 Sri Ramya Vaddavalli, online journal, accessed at 21- 02- 2016.  
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Generation along which the development sustains economically, naturally and socially. It is determined by how the resources 
are used with discretion and how the measures are taken to improve the conservation of resources. 

 
As a result, the stability increases inclusive growth is a critical factor for sustainable development. 

 
Jurisprudential Analysis 
In jurisprudence there were three types of schools in my view: 

 Traditional Law Schools 
a. Natural law school 
b. Analytical law school 
c. Historical law school 
d. Sociological law school 
e. Philosophical law school 
f. Marxist law school   
g. Realist law school 

 
 Quasi Developing Schools 
a. Critical legal studies movements  
b. Critical race theory 
c. Feminist law school 
d. Modernism  
e. Post - modernism 

 
 New schools 
a. Therapeutic jurisprudence 
b. Narrative jurisprudence 

 
Apart from the above schools of jurisprudence there connotes a distinct concept, which is closely related to law relating to Justice 

and Moralities. 
 

In jurisprudence the traditional law school laid emphasised on lawyers and jurists as a popular connotation. 
 
Natural law school came later where logic played a crucial role. The concept doesn’t come in early stage of natural law. It 

came during the period of ‘Aristotle’. Aristotle talked on ‘distributive justice’. Human logic, Human reason and Distributive justice 
are closely related to inclusive growth and sustainable development. The concept of inclusive growth and sustainable development are 
not possible without human reason or without distributive justice.    

 
During the era of materialism, the natural law school was criticised and this period gave rise to a new law school of 

jurisprudence, known as Analytical Law School. The concept of social utilitarian was promoted by ‘Bentham’, the Father of English 
Jurisprudence. The concept emphasises on the distribution of social benefits among the members of society. The greatest happiness of 
the people will be of immense social utilitarian.   

 
In 1740, ‘Hume’ pointed out the fallacy of trying and two concepts are originated by law: 

1. ‘Law is it’ (Purely Factual one) 
2. ‘Ought to be’ (Normative Statement) 

 
The general concept is of existential propositions and later concept is the ideal form of law. The concept of inclusive growth 

and sustainable development is not possible without existential propositions or its possibilities in absence of ideal form of law.  
 

An analytical school thinker opines on the ‘law as, is it’ not on ‘ought to be’. Subsequently they also support the morality for 
good law or for a long-time survival of law as an ideal view. 
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J. Bentham’s opinion as “Greatest number of greatest happiness”, is the base of evaluations of State Government work. 
In as mentioned in his book “The Principals of Morals and Legislation” (1789). The statement was taken from ‘Pristaley’ in his 
treatise “Essay on Government”, coated from Huchisan’s statement. Happiness is not possible without inclusive growth or without 
sustainable development. 

 
 Prof. H. L. A. Hart advocates on the morality for the longevity of law. The ideal form of law is also accepted by analytical 

thinkers.  
 
Historical school is always based on culture, usage and custom. Thus, the growth or development is also based on these 

propositions. 
 
Sociological school indicates on ‘interest’ such as Personal interest, social interest, and public interest) of the people, which 

is referred as social engineering. Without social engineering inclusive growth and sustainable development is only walk-talk.  
 
In developing school, women showed the half segment of the society, ‘critical race theory’ and ‘critical legal studies’ criticise 

it. They recommended for amendment it for better future. The motto co-relates inclusive growth as well as sustainable development. 
 
The new law schools provide new ideas for resolving the social problems for betterment and developed society. In 

therapeutic jurisprudence ‘The Jurist’ work for the society, like a doctor to cure the ‘societal problem’ through ‘legal therapy’. 
 
The Narrative or Stereotype jurisprudence is as old as our society. The traditional people send their children to grandparents 

(grandmother/grandfather/maternal-grandfather/maternal-grandmother) for listening stories before sleeping. Such stories help the 
children to learn on life, society and its problems with their solution. In modern period ‘the jurists’ help their scholars through the 
story to understand the problems and its solution about the obstructions of the society. 

 
Law and morality are the cardinal elements of the society. Inclusive growth and sustainable development are not possible 

without law & morality.  
      

Criticism 
The economic growth- and consumption-oriented culture seem to be associated with growing income inequality by creating 

significant social costs, stress, depressions and feelings of insecurity, juvenile crime, drug abuse and disruption of social ties and 
ability to enjoy values such as affection and sympathy. In fact, when negative developments are treated, by the measures to improve 
mental health, prevent crime or prevention of environmental pollution (known as ‘defensive expenditures’). It also contributes to 
economic growth. Using the GDP as an indicator, American economists Herman Daly and John Cobb Jr. have tried to reflect these 
negative costs in an indicator titled ‘Genuine Progress Indicator’ (GPI). They suggest that despite a steady economic growth 
experienced in the US since World War-II, genuine societal progress has evened out in the early 1970s has not risen substantially 
(Talbert et al, 2007).15 

 
Inclusive growth and sustainable development both are confusing terms. Inclusive growth is the physical form of 

development and sustainable development is an ideal form. There must be a strategy to achieve sustainable development.   
 

Discussion 
Sustainable growth is essential for human existence with a view to ensure the preservation of natural resources by its rational 

use. The practice is the need of the hour. The concept of sustainable development is a mere aspiration. Regardless of that assumption, 
sustainable development plays an integral part in contemporary law, highlighting some key issues that have to be addressed. It aims at 
conserving the environment for the future generations and promoting economic development through different means. Sustainable 
inclusive growth has been suggested as a necessary and sufficient condition for achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) measured by the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The requirement is essential for during post 2015 development agenda as 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 
 

 
15 Sustainable development and economic growth: Overview and reflections on initiatives in Europe and beyond by Michal Sedlacko & Nisida 
Gjoksi, ESDN Quarterly Report December 2009. http://www.sd-network.eu//?k=quarterly%20reports  
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