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Abstract  

Travel as a purported displacement has a long history throughout the onward march of human civilization. Different cultures 
have migrated on geographical planes to another in search of greener pastures. Along with it individual human beings have moved out 
of their cultural space to unknown lands for adventure, spiritual upliftment and individual curiosity. While in the beginning of modern 
age, such travels were propelled by material gains, scientific discovery and conquests. This paper on the topic India Re-visited: A 
Study of Selected travel Writings analyses images of India as revealed in selected travelogues of Dervla Murphy, Robyn Davidson and 
Mishi saran. The analysis of travel as revealed in their selected travelogues investigates role of travel in consolidation of particular 
images of a travelled land, formation of subjectivity and role of gender in determining people, history and ethical formation in a 
particular culture.  
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Introduction  

With the onset of the age of enlightenment in Europe, more and more people started to move to other places in search of 
adventure, thrill and for discovering roots of our ancient pasts. The Grand Tour of Europe in the 18th-19th centuries was seen 
primarily as means of educating a young aristocrat into manners and ways of life. Travel slowly became part of an escape from inertia 
and ennui for the middle classes as travel became faster and safer with the rise of the modern transportation system. With 
globalization, the world tended to become a global village and slowly the thrill of discovering new lands and cultures gave way to 
understanding people and life-style of different cultures. A movement from an outward search from exotic cultures to a subjective 
understanding of the other in divergent attained prime importance. Another aspect of modern travel literature is unreliability of 
memory and constructed nature of subjective impressions. This has been a shift from the authentic experiences of a traveller to the 
fictionality of the persona of a traveller. Under postmodern conditions, there is a palpable change from imperial ideology which was 
based on ethnocentrism to a framework of comparative analysis of culture in which the traveller sought to reject some of the inherited 
notion about native culture. 

 
Though travel has been monopolised by the male for a long time, recently there have been many female travellers who sought 

to challenge the gender centric nature of travel. These female travellers introduced a new understanding of the outer world from the 
perspective of a female. Their presentation of the travelled culture carries within it imprints of a female subjectivity facing a masculine 
society. Within this clash are apparent signs of struggle for capturing a patriarchal society within the symbol of a feminine sensibility. 
 
Discussion 

As travel writings are situated within parameters of gender, culture, nationality and subjectivity of a traveler, it is relevant to 
analyse the role played by these factors on the images of the land traveloges seek to represent. India has been a preferred destination of 
travellers since lone due to its ancient culture and diversity of people. The travellers such as Alberuni, Marco polo etc. have portrayed 
Indian reality in their characteristic ways. Their images of India were shaped by factors such as their ethnicity, historical epoch in 
which they visited India and socio-historical nature of the indian society. Such images of India as is visible in their works often give a 
biased and limited understanding of Indian culture to the limited nature of their exposure to indian culture. Further it was also affected 
by the perceived biases of the traveler who sought to take a superior attitude towards Indian culture and its inhabitants. Such views 
further became biased due to the onset of the colonial era. Colonialism operating under an imbalance of power between the conqueror 
and the conquered made stereotypical images of native people possible under colonial arrangement. The perspective of a European 
traveller was often coloured by a binary opposition between rationality and superstition, culture and savage, physically strong and 
spiritually inclined types. This stereotyping in which Indian reality was imagined as a backward, chaotic, undisciplined penetrated 
imagination of many European travellers in post-colonial age also.The impulse of nostalgia for the lost Raj peppered the imaginative 
landscape of the travellers who presented Indian reality in the last part of twentieth century. The persistence of such images reveals the 
rigidity and wide prevalence of colonial imagery in the erstwhile colonial centers. Edward W. Said’s understanding of Orientialism is 
part of this myth-making enterprise which persists in diverse branches of human knowledge even in contemporary times. The present 
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study attempts to see how these prejudices affect the imagination of a traveler who moves from a metropolitan culture to former 
colonies such as India, 

 
Another aspect of travel writing undertaken in this study is to investigate how diasporic experiences affect the attitude of a 

traveller towards his/her motherland. Diaspora as a conscious displacement entails a conflict between two cultures. Since a diasporic 
writer re-imagines his/her native land in often glowing terms, the diasporic sensibility often reveals a sentimental picture of the culture 
from which the narrator has removed himself. 
 

The third aspect of travel writings analysed in this thesis is related to the role of gender in formulating an understanding the 
culture of a travelled land. Keeping in view the insights given by feminists and gender studies, it can beseen that the outer aspects of 
geography are part of an inner landscape mediated by the body of the traveler. As the gaze of the traveller is modified both by the 
bodily differences and the cultural ethos of the recipient society, an image of land by a female writer becomes more compact and 
intimate. 

 
Objectives of the Study 
               The aim of the proposed research is to bring out diverse aspects of the image of India presented in selected travelogues of 
Dervela Murphy, Mish Saran and Robyn Davidson viz……. These travelogues are united by their commonality of their travelled land 
and the gender of the traveller. The proposed research work has following objectives: 

1. To explore various attributes of travel writings as a genre. 
2. To examine critically how the images of India by female travellers are affected by their gender, the androcentric nature of 

travelled culture and the historical encounter between two cultures to which the traveller and the traveled belong. 
3. To see how diaspora affects the attitudes, the images and the value judgements of a female traveller. 
4. To investigate changing dynamics of relationship between colonised cultures and colonisers in a post-colonial world. It would 

also take into consideration the strategies, ellisions, misrepresentations and persistence of colonial stereotypes in the 
contemporary travelogues about India. 

 
Purpose of Study  

The purpose of the present research is to analyse various parameters through which India has been reimagined by travel 
writers belonging to multiple locations and affiliations. It would attempt to find how their portrayal of India is modified due to an 
interplay of factors such as gender, nationality and diasporic experience. Through an analysis of these images of India, the study 
would seek to investigate into the nature of ideology formation and how it affects the understanding of a land by a narrator who comes 
from a different cultural background. Hence the purpose of the present paper includes but is not limited to the following contours: 

1. To understand how India is imagined through a consciousness which is situated in an alien background of different travellers. 
2. To investigate how socio-political location of a traveller affects the attitude of a narrative voice towards the travelled land and 

its culture. 
3. To analyse correlation between gender and travel. 
4. To know how images of India as refracted through colonialism, diaspora, nationality and subjectivity of the writer. 

 
Conclusion 

The proposed research work would yield some significant outcomes. It will give a new dimension to the portrayal of India by 
a selected category of female writers. By focusing on a collation between gender and travel, ethnicity and experience, the study would 
untangle divergences as well as impact of socio-cultural factors over the presentation of cultural images of India. In this way, a re-
imagining of India would be possible through an equation of intra-subjectivity and inter subjectivity. The following area will be the 
significant contribution of the study: 

1. The proposed research will add a significant point in the existing pool of knowledge. 
2. It will produce some additional insights on the selected writers’ presentation of finer points of the Indian culture and its people. 
3. The proposed research work also contributes in giving some additional theories on the nature of travel literature. 
4. The proposed research work would give a new orientation to a traveller’s encounter with a foreign culture and the persistence 

of colonial ideology within it. 
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