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Abstract  

India had always been known as the land that portrayed cultural and traditional vibrancy through its conventional arts and 
crafts. The 35 states and union territories sprawled across the country have their own distinct cultural and traditional identities, and are 
displayed through various forms of art prevalent there. Every region in India has its own style and pattern of art, which is known as 
folk art. Other than folk art, there is yet another form of traditional art practiced by several tribes or rural population, which is 
classified as tribal art. The folk and tribal arts of India are very ethnic and simple, and yet colorful and vibrant enough to speak 
volumes about the country's rich heritage.  
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Introduction 
Statement of the Problem 

“We are not makers of History. We are made by History” 
Martin Luther King 

 
Medieval period is an important period in the history of India because of the developments in the field of art and languages, 

culture and religion. Also, the period has witnessed the impact of other religions on the Indian culture. Beginning of Medieval period 
is marked by the rise of the Rajput clan. This period is also referred to as Postclassical Era. Medieval period lasted from the 8th to the 
18th century CE with early Medieval period from the 8th to the 13th century and the late medieval period from the 13th to the 
18th century.  Early Medieval period witnessed wars among regional kingdoms from north and south India whereas late medieval 
period saw the number of Muslim invasions by Mughals, Afghans and Turks. By the end of the fifteenth century European traders 
started doing trade and around mid-eighteenth century they became a political force in India marking the end of Medieval period. But 
some scholars believe that start of Mughal Empire is the end of Medieval period in India. 
 
Main Empires and Events in Medieval period 
Rajput Kingdoms – Rajput came for the first time in the 7th century AD.  But historians gave different theories of their origin. 
 
The Turkish Invasion (1000 AD – 1206 AD) – North India during this period was raided by Mahmud of Ghazni. He sacked Somnath 
temple many a times. Prithviraj Chauhan defeated Ghuri in the first battle of Tarain but was defeated by Ghuri in the second battle. 
With this comes the rule of the Sultan of Delhi (Delhi Sultnate). 
 
The Slave Dynasty (1206 AD – 1290 AD) – Ghuri gave the commands of his reign to his slave Aibak. Aibak broke his links with 
Ghazni to establish Slave Dynasty. Aibak was succeeded by Iltutmish. He built Qutub Minar and during this period Delhi became the 
capital of India. 
 
The Khiljis (1290 AD – 1320 AD) – Delhi Sultanate was taken over by Jalaluddin Khilji. But he was murdered by Alauddin Khilji 
who then took over his position. Khilji ruled most of the South India. 
 
The Tughlaqs (1320 AD – 1412 AD) – Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq brought Tughlaqs into power. Famous Tughlaqs are Muhammad-Bin-
Tughlaq, and Firoz Shah Tughlaq. 
 
The Sayyids and Lodhi Sultans (1414 AD – 1526 AD) – Sayyids ruled Delhi for a short duration and taken over by Lodhis who 
moved the capital from Delhi to Agra. Many small kingdoms emerged with the decrease in the power of Lodhis. Following these two 
dynasties were the powerful Vijayanagara Empire (1336 AD – 1565 AD) and the Bahamani Kingdom (1346 AD – 1689 AD). 
 
Chola Empire – One of the most prominent empires in South India that ruled from Tamil Nadu and extended till south east asian 
Nations (Cholamandalam region) from the 9th to 13th century. The Cholas unlike most of the other rulers were not from outside but 
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from South India who contributed at lot towards political, architectural, cultural spheres of India. Cholas had strong army and 
powerful navy. During their regime, Buddhism and Jainism flourished to a great extent. Along with this, fine arts, metal casting and 
literature touched new heights. Vijayanagara was one of the most important states to emerge in the 14th century. The place is now 
known as Karnataka. Many famous travelers of that time had mentioned about this place. 
 
The Mughal Empire (1526 AD – 1857 AD): The Sultans of Delhi were replaced by the Mughals who were great patronage of art, 
music, culture and architecture. They ruled strongly till 1707 and after this the Mughal Empire weakened and disintegrated.  Zahir-ud-
din Muhammad Babur founded the Mughal Empire by defeating Abrahim Lodhi at Panipat in 1526. Babur recorded all his 
experiences in Tuzuk-i-Baburi.  The word Mughal has its origin in Babur’s Mongol ancestry. In 1530 Babur’s son Humayun came 
into power. A battle at Kanauj in 1540 brought Sher Shah into power but again Humayun recaptured Delhi and Agra. He re-
established Mughal rule in India. He was succeeded by his son Akbar. He was the great emperor and brought almost entire India under 
his rule. Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb are the other Mughal kings. 
 
The Great Marathas (1674 AD – 1819 AD) – Hindavi Swaraj was established by the great Maratha Shivaji and then he became 
Chattrapati. 
 
Bhakti Movement 

Sufis and saints were famous religious gurus in Medieval period. Along with them were the Bhakti saints whose teachings 
were also very popular. Guru Nanak dev ji, Ramanuja, Ramananda, Kabir, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Mirabai, Namadeva is few of the 
great saints of that time. Almost every saint in Medieval period challenged the caste system, emphasized oneness of God, brotherhood 
of all human beings. Under Bhakti movement no one was discriminated on the basis of caste or gender. 
 
Art and painting 

Painting was another important area that was flourished to a great extent during this period. Persian art came to India with 
Humayun who brought painters with him to India. Most of the art got influenced by the Islamic culture. Mughal school of painting 
kept flourishing under the rule of Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan. Jahangir was a great painter and under his rule the Mughal school 
of painting reached at its peak. He had many famous painters in his court. 
 

Along with the Mughal school of painting, the Rajput and the Pahari schools of painting also got support. Beautiful 
landscapes were introduced by the Mughals. Rural art and social scenes from daily life became prominent. Medieval period was the 
marvelous period and an era of wars and great architecture in India. Also, most of the regional languages of today have evolved during 
this period. This period is also important from the religious point of view because of many Bhakti movements and saints such as Guru 
Nanak Dev ji, Ramananda, Kabir etc. Suffi saints such as e Chishti, Firdausi, and Nizam-ud-din Auliy were also there during 
Medieval period. Regional as well as folk traditions developed to a great extent. 
 
  Folk art in India apparently has a great potential in the international market because of its traditional aesthetic sensibility and 
authenticity. The rural folk paintings of India bear distinctive colorful designs, which are treated with religious and mystical motifs. 
Some of the most famous folk paintings of India are the Madhubani paintings of Bihar, Patachitra paintings from the state of Odisha, 
the Nirmal paintings of Andhra Pradesh, and other such folk-art forms. Folk art is however not restricted only to paintings, but also 
stretches to other art forms such as pottery, home decorations, ornaments, cloths-making, and so on. In fact, the potteries of some of 
the regions of India are quite popular among foreign tourists because of their ethnic and traditional beauty. Moreover, the regional 
dances of India, such as the Bhangra dance of Punjab, the Dandiya of Gujarat, the Bihu dance of Assam, etc, which project the cultural 
heritage of those regions, are prominent contenders in the field of Indian folk art. These folk dances are performed by people to 
express their exhilaration on every possible event or occasion, such as the arrival of seasons, the birth of a child, weddings, festivals, 
etc. The government of India, as well as other societies and associations, have therefore made all efforts to promote such art forms, 
which have become an intrinsic part of India's cultural identity Tribal art, like folk art, has also progressed considerably due to the 
constant developmental efforts of the Indian government and other organizations. Tribal art generally reflects the creative energy 
found in rural areas that acts as an undercurrent to the craftsmanship of the tribal people. Tribal art ranges through a wide range of art 
forms, such as wall paintings, tribal dances, tribal music, and so on.  
 
Development of Folk Arts 

The rural masses got opportunities to display their creative skills in many fields. Several occasions associated with 
agricultural operations, for example the tilling of soil, sowing of saplings, picking of cotton, pulling out the weeds and many other 
social functions provided opportunities for singing and dancing. Does this sound familiar to you? Yes, the festivals and rituals you 
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perform today have continued from the past with necessary changes in keeping with time. The advent of rains became occasions for 
dancing and merry-making. The gods were invoked and special pujas offered in the temples. It was also an occasion for enjoying the 
swings. Similarly, ladies on their spinning wheels accompanied by other ladies would sit together and sing till late into the night. This 
was a common sight in almost all the villages in India. It is important to note that almost every region developed its own peculiar 
dance form with a local flavour. Thus Garba, Kalbella, Bhangra, Gïddha, Bamboo dance, Lavani and innumerable other dance forms, 
came into existence. Today, some of these are performed during the Republic Day celebrations as well as on other festive occasions. 
Formal education was not considered very important for women but this did not prevent them from showing their talent in various 
other fields. They displayed their creativity in needlework. In Rajasthan, girls came up with beautiful designs on odhanis, shirts and 
ghagras. The Rajasthanis also created beautiful designs of tie and dye work in fabrics used both by women and men. Even today, we 
find the people of Rajasthan as the most colourfully dressed in India. Their lavishness could be seen in the way they decorated their 
animals (horses, bullocks, camels and even elephants). In Punjab, the girls created beautiful phulkaris. In and around Lucknow, came 
up the chikan work on shirts, salwars, odhanis and even sarees. It appears that the dramatists about whom Bharata mentions in his 
Natyashastra (fifth century AD) had not completely disappeared. The tamasha and the lavani forms of dance drama were developed in 
Maharashtra; the Pandavanis in central India and Merasis in northern India applied such art forms with slight modifications. So also, 
the puppeteer, the bard and the mime moved from place to place, entertaining people in various ways. The acrobat and the juggler also 
could be seen moving from place to place. In some areas the martial arts were developed, while wrestling has been popular all over 
India since time immemorial. 

 
Art of Creative Painting 

Another area which was influenced by Islamic culture was painting. Humayun had spent more than twelve years in Persia as 
a refugee. He brought painters with him to India when he became the ruler of Delhi once again in 1555. Famous among them were 
Mir Sayid Ali and Abdus Samad who nurtured the tradition of painting manuscript. An example of it is Dastan-e-Amir Hamza, which 
has nearly 1200 paintings. The period also witnessed the flowering of portrait and miniature paintings. However, what is amazing is 
that some of these painters tried to paint the classical ragas, thereby giving form and colour to such abstract conceptions as music. 
Seasons or baramasa paintings were similarly given artistic forms. Can you ever estimate the creativity of these artists? Nowhere else 
in the world except perhaps in China, artists have tried to paint music or seasons. 
 

Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan continued to give patronage to these artists and as a result, the Mughal school of painting 
continued to flourish. Akbar as a liberal ruler extended his patronage to painting. He also employed a large number of Hindu painters 
like Daswant and Basawan Lal. Consequently, there was a fusion of Persian and Indian styles (of painting) during his period. The 
European influence on Indian painting too was noticed. The Mughal school of painting reached its zenith under Jahangir who was a 
famous painter. His court was adorned with famous painters like Ustad and Abul Hasan. Mansur was famous for his miniature 
painting. However, Aurangzeb due to his orthodox views and political preoccupations, stopped patronising music and painting. Like 
their masters, some princes also extended patronage to painters. Thus, besides the Mughal school, the Rajput and the Pahari schools of 
painting also received encouragement. Even the upper classes in society started patronising painters. As a result, the havelis (big 
mansions) of the rich and temples were profusely embellished. These havelis in Rajasthan attract a large number of tourists even 
today. You can visit these havelis if you find an opportunity to visit Rajasthan. The Mughal school of painting from the sixteenth to 
the eighteenth century gave rise to the Indo-Persian school of miniature art. The Mughal court painters introduced landscapes together 
with human figures and costumes. When they came in touch with the traditional Indian styles, they became more natural. Signing on 
the miniatures as a tradition also started. Artists were now employed on monthly salaries. They illustrated such important works as the 
Changeznama, Zafarnama and the Ramayana. 
 

The Mughal emperors Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, patronised several musicians. Tansen, who adorned the court of 
Akbar, not only sang the classical ragas but also composed new ones. It is said that Shah Jahan himself was quite a good singer. These 
musicians entertained the emperors at different times of the day and in different seasons with appropriate ragas. During the Turko-
Afghan rule in India, a synthesis of Indo-Iranian music had started. During the Mughal rule, it developed further. It is interesting to 
note that Aurangzeb was against music, but the largest number of books on classical Indian music in Persian were written during his 
time. In the North, a distinct school known as the Hindustani school of music came into being and its speciality lay in producing sweet 
and rapturous melodies to suit different moods of life. The ragas and the raginis were personified accordingly. Khayal, Thumri and 
Ghazal were also elaborated during this period. Tansen, was in a sense the pioneer of this school. Similarly, in the south, the Carnatic 
school of music developed. However, ordinary people retained the flair for folk music and folk songs to commemorate their local 
chiefs like Alha-Udal, Dulla-Bhatti, Jaimal-Phatta etc. The Mughal rulers discarded the Afghan titles of Sultan and styled themselves 
as Badshah (emperor) and Din-e-Panah (protector of faith). Further, to evoke reverence among the subject for the emperor, they 
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started the practice of jharokha darshan or making public appearances through specially built windows. They also encouraged the 
court practice of sijda (low prostration before the kings) and concentrated religious and political power more firmly in their hands. 
 
Rise of arts in Modern Indian Languages 

Another important development during this period was the emergence of several modern Indian languages. Urdu perhaps 
originated around Delhi. It developed as a camp language in the army of Allauddin Khilji when they were stationed in the Deccan 
around fourteenth century AD. In fact, the states of Bijapur and the Golconda in the Deccan became the cradles of Urdu literature. The 
language soon developed its own grammar and became a distinct language. As time passed, it came to be used by the elite as well. The 
famous poet Amir Khusrau, who composed poetry in this language, also played some part in making it popular. Besides poetry, 
beautiful prose, short stories, novels and drama were written in Urdu during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In the first half of 
the ninteenth century Urdu journalism played a very important role during the struggle for independence. Along with Urdu, nearly all 
other modern Indian languages like Bengali, Assamese, Oriya, Khari Boli, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi, Sindhi, Kashmiri as well as the 
four South Indian languages -Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam – came to acquire their present form and developed during this 
period. 
 

During this period, two new religious faiths flourished in India. They were Sikhism and Zoroastrianism. To bring the 
established reforms within religion various reform movements also started in India, The Sikhs, who mostly belong to Punjab, form a 
sizable group of our population. The orthodox Sikhs believe that their religion was revealed by God to Guru Nanak, whose spirit 
entered the second and the subsequent gurus till the tenth Guru. Guru Gobind Singh, ordained the Sikhs to treat the Adi Granth, 
popularly known as the Guru Granth Sahib, as their Guru. But the students of history and religion think that the seeds for the birth and 
growth of this religion were present in the Bhakti movement, in its nirguna branch. The Sikhs basically believe in a formless God, 
equality of all mankind, need of a guru and the pahul tradition. Sometimes, the gurudom was conferred on the son and sometimes on 
the best disciple. The fifth guru, Guru Arjun Dev, gave the Sikhs three things. The first was in the shape of the Adi Granth, which 
contains the sayings of five gurus and other allied saints. The second was the standardised script for Gurmukhi in which the Adi 
Granth was first written. And finally, the site and the foundation of the Har Mandir sahib or the Golden Temple and the Akal Takht at 
Amritsar, the highest seat from where the dictats for the entire Sikh community are issued. 
 

The tenth guru, Guru Gobind Singh created the Khalsa, which means “the pure”, in 1699.He also ordained the Sikhs to take 
five vows, namely, keeping of kesh (long hair and a beard), kangha (comb), kada (a metallic bangle), kirpan (a sword) and kaccha (an 
underwear extending to a little above the knees). Consequently, these symbols became the distinguishing marks of a Sikh. He further 
added that after his death the Adi Granth will be the guru of the Sikhs and they have to pay obeisance to this holy book. Music has 
always been an important feature of Sikhism and they believed that through music one can attain ecstacy or samadhi. The Parsi or 
Zoroastrian religion was founded by Zarathushtra or Zoroaster, in the eighth century BC. He preached monotheism in the region now 
known as Persia. He taught the worship of fire and the presence of good and bad in the form of Ahura Mazda and Ahura Man. He also 
taught the ethical doctrine of kindness and charity. These doctrines are enshrined in the Zend Avesta. 
 
Spread of Religion Arts of Consciousness 

The Zorastrian religion spread over the whole of Persia and remained the dominant religion till the eighth century AD when 
Muslims conquered this region. Most of the Parsis migrated to different parts of the world. They also came to India and settled at 
Navsari in Gujarat, and later on spread to almost all parts of India. They have contributed a lot to Indian culture. It was Dadabhai 
Naoroji, the famous nationalist leader and a Parsi, who exposed the hollowness of the British claim of civilizing India and not 
exploiting it. Another outstanding figure, who belonged to this community, was Jamshedji Tata, a pioneering Indian industrialist. He 
established an iron and steel industry in India in the face of the toughest competition posed by the British steel mills and yet continued 
to prosper. The Parsees also established a large number of public charities. Zorastrianism is not a proselytising religion and no new 
entrants are accepted into its fold under any circumstances. Thus, we can see that the cultural stream in India continued to assimilate 
all the newcomers and the resulting cultural interaction gave Indian culture its characteristic multidimensional, multilingual, 
multireligious and yet composite nature. 

 
Between the ninth and eleventh centuries AD, a dynasty known as the Cholas was ruling the Cholamandalam region in 

Southern India. The Cholas developed a strong army, besides a powerful navy. Rajendra Chola is said to have conquered some 
Indonesian islands. They also developed democratic institutions at the village level. Even Buddhism and Jainism flourished in this 
region. Literature, fine arts, sculpture and metal castings of the highest order flourished under their patronage. The fourteenth century 
saw the rise of a new state called Vijayanagara now called Karnataka. To the north of this state across the Tungabhadra River rose a 
new Islamic state, called the Bahamani, now known as Andhra Pradesh. The Bahamani and Vijayanagara kingdoms were pitted 
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against each other over the rich Raichur Doab. In the Cholamandalam region, the Tamil language was popular. In Karnataka, 
Kannada. 
 
Conclusions 

Andhra, Telugu and in Kerala, Malyalam flourished, all having different scripts. It is just possible that originally the entire 
region spoke Tamil, as it is a very old language. But by the Middle Ages, the four languages had come to have distinct identities. 
However, between the fourteenth and the sixteenth centuries, Vijayanagara achieved great heights. Some foreigners, who visited these 
areas in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, have praised the kings, the town and the people. The remains of Vijayanagara found in 
Hampi dazzle the world even today. During the Chola period, Kanchi became a great seat of learning. The Vijayanagara kings also 
became great patrons of art and leaming. The early Turkish rulers (1206-1526) were called Sultans, as they were supposed to rule on 
behalf of the Caliphs. The Mughals replaced the Sultans of Delhi. They patronised music, painting and architecture and they ruled 
India till 1707. They also built a large number of buildings. The Mughal empire weakened and disintegrated after 1707. In this chaos, 
emerged the British East India Company, as a political power. The Sufis with their attitude of piety, tolerance, sympathy, and concept 
of equality had deep impact on the Indian people. The Bhakti movement of fourteenth and sixteenth centuries developed into two 
streams; nirguna and saguna. The people developed their own regional and local folk traditions of dance and music. The medieval 
period saw the emergence of Urdu. This period saw the rise of the present-day Marathi, Tamil, Telegu, Kannada and Malayalam in the 
south and Assamese, Bengali, Hindi or Khari-boli, Punjabi and Gujarati languages in the north. Sikhism was founded by Guru Nanak. 
Guru Arjun Dev finalised the present script of Gurmukhi, the Adi-Granth and the site of Har-Mandir in Amritsar. Zoroastrianism was 
founded by Zoroaster in eighth century BC in Persia. The Cholas conquered parts of Bengal and Indonesia. They introduced 
democratic institutions at the village level. Kanchi became a great seat of learning. the Ages. Vijayanagara’s remains have been found 
at Hampi in Karnataka. In the Andhra region, flourished the Bahmani state. The Indian society at this time was divided into four major 
groups - the aristocrats, the priests, the town people and the peasants. Trade flourished in Delhi as the centre of all incoming as well as 
outgoing trade. Islam had a great influence on the Indian society. There were two important religious movements during this period – 
The Sufi and the Bhakti movements. The most important Sufi saints were Chishti, Firdausi, and Nizam-ud-din Auliya. Some well-
known Bhakti saints were Guru Nanak, Ramanuja, Ramananda, Kabir, Chaitanya, Mirabai and Namadeva. 
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