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ABSTRACT 

The pristine environment was healthy and clean but industrialization, urbanization and infrastructural developments polluted 
and degraded the environment. Therefore, there is an urgent need to adopt new approach environmental awareness. In present research 
paper an attempt has been made to assess the environmental awareness of college students of higher education in terms of gender and 
level of education. The present study was carried out with the sample of 60 college students studying in different degree colleges of 
Banda city. The finding suggests that there was no significant difference found among them in terms of gender while significant 
difference was found among them with regards to level of education. 
 
Keywords:  Awareness, Education, Environment, Gender, Significance Difference.  
 
INTRODUCTION 

From the very beginning of civilization, human beings started manipulating the nature for its own profit. In order to satisfy the 
desires and needs of increasing population industrialization, urbanization and technological developments is must. But these 
developments deteriorated the environment and caused different types of environment degradation, environment pollution, global 
warming, ozone depletion, climate change, soil desertification, water crisis etc. These problems are burning problems before the whole 
world community and affects adversely human life. If we want the survival of human race we will have to aware about the 
environment and follow the concept of sustainable development. 

 
Environmental Awareness 

Environmental Awareness means to understand the fragility of our environment and the importance of its protection. It is an 
awareness around the natural environment and the choices that either promote its well-being or cause it more harm. In other words, 
how our behavior impacts the environment and committing to making changes to our activities to protect the environment. 
Environment is an incredibly important part of our lives. In order to protect the sustainability of the environment everyone needs to 
commit to becoming more environmentally aware. The environmentalist movement in recent decades has promoted many people to 
make both minor and substantial lifestyle changes to live in a more environmentally friendly way. Being environmentally friendly 
means reducing our impact on the environment as much as possible. 

 
Need of Environmental Awareness 

There is no doubt that human activity is hugely responsible for damaging the environment. Many industrial and infrastructural 
developments, urbanization, plastic usages, electronic waste etc. have affected environment adversely. Environmental degradation is 
detrimental and is jeopardizing the long-term health and security of animals, plants and humans. Now more than ever. It is important 
that we understand the impact our actions have on the environment. Therefore, it is our responsibility to improve our environmental 
awareness and change our behavior. We will have to become more environmentally aware; we also need to take measures to protect 
the environment and hopefully undo some of the damage already caused by human activity. It is extremely important that everyone 
tries to be more environmentally aware in order to promote the sustainable development of our planet. 

 
METHODOLOGY 

The study is based on the primary data sources which has been obtained through the environmental awareness questionnaire. 
The environmental awareness questionnaire consists 51 items based on various environmental factors such as environment pollution, 
global warming, ozone depletion, soil desertification, water crisis, energy conservation, rainwater harvesting, deforestation, climate 
change, sustainable development etc. Environmental awareness ability measure (EAAM) developed by Dr. Praveen Kumar Jha was 
used to collect requisite data from college students of different degree colleges of Banda city. The validity of environmental awareness 
ability scale is 0.84. The result was stastically analyzed using ‘t’ test. 
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Population and sample for the study 
The sample for the study consists of 60 students. They are belonging to both gender male and female. They are studying in 

undergraduate and post graduate classes in different degree colleges of Banda city. These colleges are government and self-finance 
degree colleges of Banda city, Uttar Pradesh. 

 
Procedure 

In present study random sample technique was used to collect data from college students. The environmental awareness 
questionnaire was given to 60 college students individually and responses were taken. Demographic details about gender level of 
education were noted. Scoring was done manually and the results were statically analyzed.  

 
Limitations of study 
The limitations of the study are as follows: 
(i) This study is limited to the students studying in degree colleges. 
(ii) The sample is limited to certain degree colleges located in Banda city. 
 
Objective of the study 
(i) The find out significant difference in environmental awareness of college students with respect to gender (boys and girls). 
(ii) To find out significant difference in environmental awareness of college students with respect to level of education (UG and PG). 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Analysis and Interpretation 

The present study mean, standard deviation and ‘t’ test was used to compare the environmental awareness between college 
students in relation to their gender (boys and girls) and level of education (UG and PG). 
 
Hypothesis- I 
Null Hypothesis 

There is no significant difference in mean scores in environmental awareness between the college students in terms of gender 
(boys and girls). 

 
Table:1. Mean, Standard deviation (SD) and ‘t’ value of environmental awareness between college students in terms of gender 
(boys and girls). 

Gender No. of 
students 

Mean Standard 
deviation 
(SD) 

‘t’ value Significance 

Boys 30 34.4 5.196  
0.69 

Not 
significant Girls 30 35.3 6.249 

The above table shows that means for boys and girls’ students are 34.4 and 35.3 respectively where as standard deviations are 5.196 
and 6.249 respectively. The ‘t’ value is 0.69 which is not significant. It shows that there is no significant difference found between 
boys and girls in environmental awareness. 
Hypothesis- II 
Null Hypothesis 

There is no significant difference in mean scores in environmental awareness between the college students in terms of level of 
education (UG and PG). 
Table:2. Mean, Standard deviation (SD) and ‘t’ value of environmental awareness between college students in terms of level of 
education (UG and PG). 

Level of 
education 

No. of 
students 

Mean Standard 
deviation  
 (SD) 

‘t’ value Significance 

Undergraduate 
students 

30 30.8 4.75  
3.079 

 
Significant 

Post graduate 
students 

30 35.4 5.78 
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The above table shows that the means for under graduate students and post graduate students are 30.8 and 35.4 respectively 
where as standard deviation value of under graduate students and post graduate students are 4.75 and 5.78 respectively. The ‘t’ value 
is 3.079 which is significant. It shows significant difference between under graduate students and postgraduate students in 
environmental awareness. This suggest that post graduate students are more aware about environment in comparison to under graduate 
students. 

 
CONCLUSION 

In the present study the findings suggest that there was no significant difference between boys’ colleges students and girls’ 
college students with regards to environmental awareness. It means both boys and girls students have same level attitude about 
environmental awareness. On the other hand, it has been observed that level of education (UG and PG students) does show significant 
difference with regards to environmental awareness. It has been found that PG students are more aware about environment in 
comparison to UG students. 
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