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 ABSTRACT 

Jibran Khalil Jibran was an outstanding figure of Modern Arabic Literature. In the field of Arabic literature, he is known as 
the Prophet of Lebanon. Though this literary person was born in Lebanon but he spent a greater part of his life in America. He 
impressed by the technological achievement of America but did not forget the custom and cultures of his native land. Living far 
behind of his native land, he tried to develop the Arab custom and nature. He also tried to infuse Eastern mysticism into the western 
maturation, as he believed that humanity can be best served by a man, capable to bridging the two cultures and acknowledging the 
virtue of each. If we study on his works then we can notice that in his works he combined the art of painting, sculpting, music and 
poetry. In this regards the Orientals commented that the messaging of different arts which appeared for the first time in Jibran’s 
writings in Arabic. 
 
Keywords: Arabic Literature, Humanity, Maturation. 
 

INTRODUCTION         
Literary works of Jibran that he wrote in two languags, English and Arabic. The first literary works of him in Arabic was “al-

Musiqa” (الموسقى), it was the first Arabic book of him that was published in 1905 A.D. It was the first phase of his literary credit. The 
next phase of his writing was in English literature. The first English book of him was “The Madman” that was published in 1918 A.D. 
Thus, from the above discussion it is cleared that his liteerary credits can be divided in two phases. In regards the Arabic writings of 
Jibran Khalil, we may mention that most of his works of Arabic prose and poetry during the early days of his life. In respect of his 
writing, he created a new style in Arabic literature and thus he introduced a new era, in fact by the western thoughts and feelings of 
him modernize the mentality of the young generation of his country. With the help of his writings, he has expressed a strong sense of 
bitterness and disappointment as the main aim of his writing was to reform Arab society.  Jibran Khalil Jibran deeply studied on the 
priests of Ester, Baal and Tamuj, the Prophets and the Moses. He has also sincerely read the Christian and Islamic theology. Through 
his writing he criticized some people of Lebanon who made injustice to their wives and critically attacked against clergymen and their 
hunger for money and expresses his rebellion against the strictures of a unfair and narrow-minded society.  According to Jibran Khalil 
Jibran, religions are the promoter of obedience and guidance, through traditional practices and prearranged ethical conduct. Now, in 
this article, I shall try my level best to analyze some important books of Jibran Khalil Jibran, relating to the issues on the socio-
religious aspects of his writings. 

 
WORKS OF JIBRAN KHALIL JIBRAN 
1. Al-Arwah al-Mutamarrida "(Spirits Rebellious) 

It is an important work of Jibran Khalil Jibran, which published in 1908. In this book three narratives are dealt with the 
oppressive social condition. It can be considered as an extension and continuation of “Ara’is al-Muruj” (Nymphs of the Valley). As 
the title mentioned in the book reflects about the spirits, who rose up against the traditions, customs and edicts of the society. By this 
book Jibran Khalil Jibran wants to express his view on the society that freedom of thought is limited to the people of the Lebanon 
society except a small section of people are allowed to govern the emotions of others. The author Jibran Khalil Jibran decorated stories 
of the book with the rebellious heroes and heroines and dedicated the book to an unknown person saying as bellow: 

  
 “To the spirit that embraced my spirit, to the heart that poured out its secret into my heart, to the hands that kindles the flame 

of my love, I dedicate this book.”  
 
  For the first time this book was published in original Arabic, but it was burned publicly in the market place of Beirut by 
furious church and state officials, who condemned it as poisonous and dangerous for the peace of the nation. He strongly felt anger 
and indignant protest at the vicious inequality of man and woman in respect to their marriage, principles of the law and justice - and 
the corrupt, thieving practices of religious administration in his time. 
 
  The book consists of four stories “Warda al-hani” (Rose Hani) is the first story of this book. In fact, it is a story of “Warda al-
hani”, who was an unhappy lady. She was given to marry against her will to a rich and aged man, whose name was Rasheed Bay Nu 
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‘man. There was neither love nor spiritual likeness in between both of them. At last Warda compelled to leave the house of Nu’man. 
After that the people of the society used to comment her badly and considered her as an unfaithful woman. Thus, in this story, the 
author Jibran criticized the role of the society at that time. Moreover, he represented a narrow and weak picture of Lebanon society. 
Jibran Khalil, the author does not agree with the feelings of the people of the society regarding Warda al-Hani. He did not like those 
people who made their negative comments against her as Jibran believes that happiness of woman that neither the glory and lordship 
of her husband but it is in his kindness and forgiveness. 
 

Sarakh al-Qubur (Cry of the Graves) is the second story of the book.  It is a tale of three human beings, who were ordered to 
death by the Ameer. A young man, who stabbed one of the Ameer’s offices with his sword, the second one is a girl, who married 
against her will. She was found in her lover’s cuddle and so, her husband handed over her to the police. And the last one is a weak 
man from middle aged who entered the monastery to steal a heap of wheat in order to feed his five hungry children.  In the story 
Jibran depicted the three human creatures and focuses their crimes. In this way the author of the story says that due to the lack 
responsibility of society it had happened. In fact, it is a Lebanese story of the pass days. By the story, the author Jibran Khalil tries to 
present the social condition of poor and weak fellow of the society who, becomes oppress by the cruelty hands of the strong and 
powerful people of the society. As the author many times noticed that some innocent men and women of the society are victimize by 
the judges appointed by the corrupt hands. 
 

‘The Bridal Couch’ is the third story of the book. It is the shortest story of the book. It is a story of a wedding feast in the late 
nineteenth century that start with joy and ended sadly in a village of North Lebanon. With the help of this story Jibran attempts to 
focus on some social problems like forced marriage, oppression of the rulers and the priests. However, it is a story of desperate bride 
who slew her lover and forced marriage to a man she never loved.  

 
 “Khalil al-Kaafir (Khalil the Heretic)” is the fourth story of the book. It is the last story of the book. It is a story of a young 

boy, who worked as a shepherd in a monastery, Deir kizhaya. He was taken by the head priest to the altar at the age of fifteen, where 
Khalil was asked to make swear to live a worthy life of poverty and obedience.   

 
In the story, the monks by no means treated him well. They eat the most delicious food, drunk the pure and finest wine, left in 

soft beds, on the other hand the monks gave him to eat dry vegetables and a stone slab as his resting bed to sleep at night. When khalil 
came to know the source of their food and luxury, his soul became upset. One day he bravely stood before the monks and criticized 
them for their wrong activities. As a result, he was expelled from the convent and took refuge at the house of a widow Rachel. 
Whenever this news was spread among the villagers; Khalil was arrested by the servant of Sheikh ‘Abbas. The servants of Sheikh 
‘Abbas took him to Sheikh’s residence. At that time large numbers of villagers were waiting to hear the judgment of the Sheikh. The 
chief of the villager Sheikh Abbas asked Khalil to defend himself. Then Khalil explained his regrettable situation of the monastery. 
The voices of Khalil were as like as the magic voice that caught the interest of the villagers. There was a divine power in the words 
Khalil that attracted the hearts of the villagers. Hearing the explanation of Khalil, Seikh Abbas and his father got anger. At that 
moment Sheikh Abbas remained alone with terrible silence like a ruined tower and Khalil stood among the villagers as like a prophet.  

 
2. “Ara’is al-Muruj” (brides of the valley) 

The book “Ara’is al-Muruj was first published in 1906. It is a volume of three stories that took place in Northern Lebanon. The 
stories are “Martha al-Baniyyah, Yuhanna the Madman, Dust of the Valley and the Eternal Fir” The first story of the book is “Martha 
al-Baniyyah”. It is the story of an innocent girl, whose father was died when she was in her mother’s cradle. Her mother also died 
before the ten years of her ages. Her parent left nothing for her except her name and tears of grief. After loss of her parent, she was 
compelled to live in the house of her neighbor. Every morning she walked behind a cow to the green valley. Like the other days, one 
day she was resting under the shadow of a tree, at that moment a horseman moved toward her and played a false drama with her then 
took her to his house in Beirut town. There he enjoyed himself with her body and deserted her with a child. Thus, this unfortunate 
condition led Marta to a polluted and unclean life. Jibran met her when she was laying on her simple bad. She was ill at that moment 
and counting her last breath. The author heard the voices of her polluted life and filled her heart with grief. Expressing sympathy 
towards her the author says that she is oppressed by a person of the palaces, who is a man of great wealth but little of soul. She is 
mistreated by that wicket fellow. The author also consoles Martha that a person should be oppressed than oppressor. In regards Martha 
the author Jibran Khalil Jibran also commented that the cluster of time wounded her. Thus, the life of Martha came into end. The 
priest refused on the dead body of Martha as she was considered as uncivil women. Seeing this unfair situation, the mind of the author 
filled up with compassion. Later, she was buried in a deserted field. Hence, the story of Martha came into end. 
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‘Yuhana the Mad’ is the second story of the book; a story of a shepherd boy, whose name was Yuhana. As mentioned in the 
story Yuhanna always led his calves to the pasture land. One day leaving his calves in the field Yuhanna was reading the holy Bible 
and unfortunately the claves were entered the pasture land of Monastery. As a result, the calves lost the religious property of the 
monastery. This incident made the priests of the monastery dissatisfied and the monks arrested him and demanded compensation for 
the loss of the property. Yuhannna requested them for mercy but they refused to pardon him. To defend himself Yuhanna awfully 
withdraw the holy Bible from his pocket as like as a warrior in the battle field. He cried loudly and criticized them that they are 
making mockery with the teaching of the holy book. He also addressed them as fraud who, spread evil and misuse the sacred messages 
of Jesus. Because for sake of a little pasture land the monks of the monastery tortured Yuhanna mentally and physically.  
 

Yuhana’s words made the monks anger like a starving lion and they hurted his body with kicks and locked him. The author 
here remembered the memory of Lebanese religious martyr Assad Shidiaq, whom was captured and harshly murdered in a monastery 
near Besharri in 1829. Jibran was very much concious and he knew that most of the priests in the Lebanon town ignore about the 
religious orders and holly message of Jesus.  At the end Yuhanna was released from the cruelty hands of the monks after 
compensation. 
 

“Dust of the Ages and the Eternal Fire”, is the last story of the book in which dealts about rebirth and predetermined love 
themes. In the story a young man Nathan, son of a phoenician priest of Baalbek, who loved a girl. His beloved become ill, lying in her 
bed and counting the last breath of her death. So, to rescue from the valley of death he entered the tample of Astarte and bowing down 
his knee he begged her life. At that moment a slave informed him that she opens her eyes and looking around her couch and crying. 
Nathan arrived in the room of his beloved and for a short period of time she opened her eyes and after a little while her breath came in 
short gasps. Then addressing to her lover, she said that the gods call her, she has to die so he should not grieve for that and she also 
promised her lover that she would return to this world, god Astarte will bring back her again. Thus, life of his beloved came into end. 
When the people sought Nathan to console him but they did not find him. However, in this way story of Yuhanna’s beloved finished. 
It is the first part of the story and with the help of the part the author Jibran clearify that everythings in this world mortal and it is a 
natural fact. Here the author dealt about the devine love of Nathan and her beloved. The author also believed that devine love is 
universal nobody can destroy it. Again, in the last part of the story the author has presented the character of Ali Hussain, a bedouin 
nomad. After ninteen century later Ali Hussain was rebirth and the promise was fulfilled. When he was amidst the ruins of the ancient 
temple city, the shepherd Ali remembered the life in Baalbek as he familiared every step, which had been in Nathan’s time before 
Christ. He kept in mind those pillars standing upright in greatness and pride. He felt the impressions of sleeping things stirring in the 
silences of depths. Consumed by this magical memory, Ali returned to his sleep and within a few minutes he found a girl before him. 
She looked to share his sense and their re-union was the act of one who finds an acquaintance who has been lost. Jibran’s innocent and 
anticlimactic message was that love had conquered the onslaught of time and was finally and victoriously consummated. 

 
3. “Al-Ajniha al-Mutakassira” (The Broken wings) 

It is an autobiographical novel of Jibran Khalil Jibran. The novel was first published in the year 1912. It is considered as an 
early experimental work of Jibran by which he has tried to reform the Arabic literature and culture. By the book the author Jibran 
presented the painful memories of Jibran’s first love for the girl of his dreams whom he met on coming to Lebanon from the United 
States. The writing style of the book is simple, natural and almost emotional, with concise expressions and graceful metaphors. 
However, the book deals with tender sentimentality, sweet melodies and glowing colours of youthful heart-palpitations, together with 
brilliant sketches of Lebanon’s beautiful nature in different poses and moods. Al-Ajniha al-Mutakassira is an outcome ofJibran’s first 
love. Jibran was eighteen years old, love opened his eyes with its magic rays and Salma Karamy was the first girl who revealed him 
the secrets love by her beauty and affection. Every young fellow remembers his first love and tries to recapture those strange hours. In 
1908, before leaving for Paris, Jibran wrote to his friend Ameen Raihani: “I am intending to publish my book, the Broken Wings next 
94 Q summer. This book is the best I have ever written.” The autobiographical contents of the novel and the depth of his suffering at 
tragic end of his first love enabled him to pour all his feelings in this novel. 

 
The novel is inspired by Jibran’s love for Lebanese girl Hala Dahir, whom he met in Madrasa al-Hikma. She was the main 

character of the story. Jibran has recalled Hala Dahir. Remembering her, Jibran has depicted his ideal of Lebanon women. Salma 
Karamy is the only daughter of Farris Effandi, who was a rich old man of Lebanon and close friend ofJibrari’s father. When Jibran is 
introduced to Farris by his father, he invites him to his house. There Jibran meets Salma and fall in love of her. But her father forces 
her beautiful daughter Salma to marry Mansour Bey Galib, nephew of Bulos Galib who is also a powerful man of his society who 
controls the locales as he wishes. Hence, Mansour is one step ahead than his uncle, who enjoys wine, girls and all evil activities of the 
society. Kahlil much more inspired to Salma’s beauty and calmness. whenever Salma is married to Manour Bey her father Farris was 
left alone in his lonely house. After marriage, her husband begins to neglect her and she also met Jibran secretly in a tample. But her 
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husband got suspecious on her and asked his servant to observe Salma. Thus, her meeting with Jibran got discontinued. After five 
years of her marriage, she had no child for which reason her husband hate her. Finally, Salma gave birth a baby but unfortunately both 
of them were died. Jibran then describes his grieves to her, how he falled on Salma’s grave and wept bitterly. After Selma’s marriage, 
Khalil proposes Salma to run away with him to get rid of the tortures of Bishop and Monsour But she refuses and says - “a bird with a 
broken-down wing can’t fly too far”. According to Jibran he himself “the Broken Wings” was welcomed as a ‘a magnificent work of 
art, ‘perhaps the most beautiful in modem Arabic and as a misfortune of subtlest simplicity.6 By the novel Jibran condemned the 
religious heads of the East who were displeased with their wealth and fought to make their families superior. He has criticized the 
Christian Bishops, the Brahman Priest and Muslim Imams with sea retiles who clutch their prey with numerous tentacles and suck 
their blood with several mouths. The women are seemed as a product, purchased and delivered from one house to another. 

 
Here, he also mentions on demerits of the laws of marriage and the customs in the Arab Society. In the novel marriage has 

been depicted as a mockery whose administration is in the hands of young men and parents. Jibran has tried to represent woman as a 
member of civilized society in order to reduce her sufferings. He has advocated the liberty of woman. According to his philosophy a 
woman should be free like man to select her own husband and should not be guided by her elders. But he failed to remember to 
mention the duties of a woman. After choosing her life partner, she must bind herself completely to the duties of that partnership as 
heavy chains made-up by the ages. 

 
 Jibran believes that true nature of a woman’s soul is a mixture of love and sorrow, affection and sacrifice. In “the Broken Wings” 

Jibran is not only a story teller but a culture analyst and a reformer also who tried to find out the faults of the society. By the novel 
Jibran also expose himself as a champion of women and the values of human freedom and dignity. Jibran attacks priests for their 
falsehood, immorality and evil. But he was not against the religion. He always highlighted his concern for individual freedom in 
society. 

 
4. A Tear and A Smile {Dam’ ah wa-Ibtisamah), 

This book was first published in 1914, it is an anthology of Jibran’s youthful writings in the Arabic-speaking Emigre 
newspaper Al-Mohajir. Jibran’s column, it attracted a wide attention from his readers both in the Arab world and among the Arab 
literati in America. Jibran Khalil dedicated this book to Mary Haskell. The book includes 56 poetic prose and illustrated with 4 
ofJibran’s paintings. In a beautiful and impressive language, the poems, stories, and parables included exhibit the youth’s world of 
imagination; his self-reflective feelings and romantic attitude of life and death, which although at the growing stage, is quite 
perceptive and universally appealing. Jibran’s expressions in ‘A Tear and a Smile’ are especially pleasing to those sensitive and 
emotional souls which are his most ardent admirers. The book is a mixture of tears and smiles, sorrow and celebration of a injured 
lover and solitary poet. But the tears seem to be much more abundant than the smiles.  

 
5. The Prophet 

 It is an English work of Jibran bearing a volume of twenty-eight prose poetry. The book covers, 26 prose and poetry. It represents 
the wisdom of a prophetic quality. The book was originally published after death of Jibran i.e., in 1923 A.D. by Alfred Knopf. The 
book is known as literary and artistic masterpiece. The chapters of the books deal with the universal subjects like love marriage, 
children, eating and drinking, giving, joy and sorrow, houses, clothes, buying and selling, crime and punish, reason and passion, laws 
freedom, talking, time, good and evil, beauty, prayer, pleasure, death and religion etc i.e., all aspects of life. It is considered as the 
most popular book among the readers of the 20th century. In the year 1998 it has sold 9,000,000 copies in North America only. 

 
The book was so popular that translated more than hundred different languages of the world. The famous critic Najjar who 

argues that idealistic symbolic message of Jibran balancing Eastern spirituality and Western material progress did not reduce human 
suffering around the world.  which have found themselves returning to the Prophet's pages to reabsorb its wisdom. The book 
established Jibran as a writer of prophetic vision who shares his spiritual sensitivities with his readers. 

 
6. The processions (المواكب) 

The procession is a collection of poems. It is a attractive and creative book written by Jibran Khalil Jibran in 1919 A.D. The 
book is measured as a masterpiece of Arabic poetry. In fact, ‘Mawakib’ was created whenever Jibran was migrating from Lebanon to 
U.S.A. It was at the end of 19th century. As Jibran was a great painter so, he adorned the with his beautiful paintings. The procession 
may be thought as the consequence of hi another great work The Prophet. By his poems, he expressed his distress and pains and the 
everyday problems faced by man in their life. His vision seems equally primitive and modern and he seems to transcend the boundries 
of religion, culture and state. 
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CONCLUSION 
Moreover, his other works are ‘a poet death’ a small essay about a poet, ‘The Tempest’ is one of the most diversified works 

of Jibran; it was published in 1920 A.D. with the help of the work the author expresse his concept of society and civilisation. Jibran 
describes here the withdwawal of Yusuf al-Fakhri from society to a life of loneliness. The author tries his level best to find out the 
secet of hi reclusion with a discussion. The writer tries to defence the society and civilization against his attack. In the article he 
compares the society like a sick man.  In this article the author included fourteen short stories and prose poems of Jibran’s writing that 
diplaye several characteristics like the injustice perpetrated by society against the weak, the purity, the poor and the innocence of 
young love. ‘The New and Marvellous’ is a combine of several articles which was published in 1923. It is also a brief article on the 
future of Arabic language. In this article include a play, short story and twelve traditional poems with mythical spirit. ‘The Madman’ 
The Madman, is an english work, it is a collection of poems and proverbs, consists of short essays, the poems with satirical lights on 
the faith, ambition and vanities vanity of humanity. It published in 1918. Thi work is considered as the starting of the second phase of 
literary career. The publication of this book placed after ‘The Prophet’.‘the Forerunner’ is another english work of Jibran. This work 
wa published after ‘The Maman’, I,e it was published in 1920 A.D. It is a collection of stories and poems. The tales of the book are 
like Sufi tales. Amongst his stories only seven were moral tales. His stories of the book are: ‘God’s Fool’ It is a clear reference to the 
Islamic code of law, ‘Dynasties’ it took place in the city of Ishana, ‘God’s Fool’ is a story of the book that is a set in the city of 
Sharia.With the help of this work Jibran established himself as more mysterious and mature thinker. Sand and Foam, after his 
wonderful piece of work ‘The Prophet’; Jibran’s next work on English was ‘Sand and Foam’ which was published in 1926. Mainly it 
is part of philosophy, poetry and parable absolutely brilliance. ‘Jesus, the son of Man’ is a significant work of Jibran Khalil, it was 
published in 1928. The book includes the imaginary impressions and opinions on the specialties of Jesus, the enemies as well as his 
mother and other members of his family. Jibran drew a large number of personalities of Christ, the Son of Man and seeking through 
their opinion of Jesus to depict tremendous personality of Jesus. ‘The earth gods’, This book was published in 1931A.D. It is a poem 
of three characters that speak about the First Second and Third Gods.  ‘The wanderer’ it was his last book which was completed before 
his death and was published after his death in 1932. It is a collection of his proverbs and sayings. The gardens of the prophet: This 
book come into view under the name of Jibran in 1933, it was two years later of his death. At the end a one act plays of Jibran Khalil 
Jibran ‘Lazarus and his Beloved’ which was in 1933. It is a pitiful poem about Lazarus and his desire for his beloved. 
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