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Abstract 

In the present article an attempt is made to study the Buddhist remains in Sankaram in Visakhapatnam district. The 
architectural remains of the Stupas, rock cut stupas, votive stupas and other Buddhist remains form the source material for this article.  
 
Keywords: Sankaram, Lingas, Caitya, Stupa, Sculptures. 
 
Introduction 

This is a small village situated on the banks of the Sarada river at a distance of about a mile from the Anakapalli Railway 
Station in the Visakhapatnam District.  There are two hills on the north of this village known as Bojjannakonda and Lingalametta.  In 
1907 Rea discovered a huge Stupa complex on this Bojjannakonda.  Rama Rao says that this hill is also known as Buddhannakonda as 
numerous Buddha images were carved in the caves of this hill (1).  In the same fashion we have to think that the name Lingalametta 
given to the second hill is because of the numerous Lingas found there on the analogy of the name Buddhannakonda.  But 
unfortunately, when this site contains Buddhist antiquities, we cannot hazard such a conclusion.  According to Rama Rao, as the 
monolithic Stupas carved in rows all over the hill appear like Lingas from a distance, the name Lingalametta is given to this second 
hill (2).  This shows that both the hills were inhabited by the Buddhists only. 
 

In Bojjannakonda the main Stupa was cut out of a live rock but encased in a brick-work.  This Stupa was surrounded by a 
number of votive Stupas.  They are in different shapes and forms.  The traces of a flight of steps on the east indicate that the Stupa 
faced east.  The rock-cut Stupas appearing on the west with their tier one above the other, present a pictureaque panorama.  On the 
summit is situated the huge monolithic Stupa. 
 

From the foot of the hill there are steps which lead us to a large double storeyed cave.  There is a rock platform of 21 ft. and 9 
inches before this cave.  On the right there is, in the rock, a cavity measuring 5 ft. 7 inches x 5 ft. 3 inches forming a small cell.  There 
are about twenty-four monuments belonging to Buddhists on this hill and about eight Buddhist structures on the hill called 
Lingalagutta. 
 

In the double storeyed cave, the lower part seems to be a Caitya Hall having a central entrance.  To its left there is a square-cut 
mass of rock intended to be a tower.  There is a niche in the front wall for an image.  On either side of the door way there are 
dvarapalakas.  The architrave over the door way contains a semi-circular recess with seated Buddha figure.  The cave is rectangular 
with rock-cut Caitya in the Centre.  Above the Caitya Hall there is a temple.  There are many panels of sculpture on the walls of this 
cave. 
 

The main Stupa is cut out of a live-rock but encased in brick-work and surrounded by a number of votive Stupas.  The main 
Stupa seems to have faced towards east, as traces of steps are found in this direction.  The Stupa consists of a platform of about 80 ft. 
square and 11 ft. 9 inches high.  The cylindrical drum is 64 ft. and 8 inches in diameter and 7 ft. 6 inches high.  The dove is 60 ft. and 
8 inches in diametre (3). 
 

Almost similar is the case on the hill known as Lingalagutta but the structures are in smaller dimensions. 
 

In addition to these Stupas, there are residential quarters, store rooms etc.  All these structures are carved in these caves only.  
The hill covers an area of about twenty-three acres and all around this area the structural remains lay scattered.  All these remains 
indicate extensive Buddhist activities in these parts of Andhra.  The Stupas found here are the largest of their kind.  This also supports 
the above view that there was hectic activity of Buddhism.  The workmanship here is rather crude and unskilled as in Guntupalli.  
Historians are of the opinion, on the strength of the architecture and, sculpture, that this is later than A.D. 350.  In this connection, Rea 
feels, on the strength of the reliefs (inside the caves) which are crude and primitive in design, that they are ‘earlier than those from 
Amaravati or probably prior to the first century (4).  But this may not be accepted in view of the fact that the Buddha image was not 
much in vogue before Christ. 
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All this shows that in the fourth century A.D. Buddhism was enjoying its golden age in Andhra.  Though the rock-cut 
architecture usually belongs to the early ages, before Christ, the Buddhists whenever and wherever there is an opportunity did not 
leave the mountain caves without beautifying them with their presence.  It is unfortunate that the historical importance of Sankaram, 
other than religious ferver, has not so far come to light. 
 

There is a rectangular temple below the north-eastern corner of the platform of the great Stupa of Bojjanakonda (5).  There are 
rock-cut Caityas to the west and north of this temple.  In two of these Caityas relic-caskets of stone were found. 
 

 These caves at Sankaram contain many sculptures, and carvings.  They are – (1) a huge seated image of Buddha (2) Chauri 
bearers (3) Seated Buddha (4) Seated Buddha with attendants (5) Buddha seated on Lotus, (6) Worship of Buddha (7) Seated Buddha 
with dvarapalas (8) Buddha panels (9), (10) and (11) seated Buddhas and (12) Man seated on fish. 
 
Conclusion 

The study reveals that the Buddhist remains at Sankaram belong to C. 350 AD. All the Stupas are carved in caves. The plan 
for Caitya Hall, rock platform etc., are of typical Buddhist style of the earlier period. What is special is in Bojjanakonda, it is the 
double storeyed cave in which Buddhist structures are carved. There extensive Buddhist monuments suggest that during the fourth 
century AD, Buddhism was enjoying its golden age in Andhra. 
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