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Abstract  

This paper focuses on how the pandemic caused by the Coronavirus has affected the people across the world in general and 
India in particular. It also focusses on the response of the government to fight this deadly virus and also how the government extended 
the economic and medical support to the people during this pandemic. This also will throw some light on how this pandemic effected 
the political activities in the country and the alternative means of campaigning derived by the political parties. 
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Introduction  

The covid-19 pandemic hit the world so strongly that it not only affected the social but the political life of the people as well. 
The pandemic also changed the nature of states in both the political and administrative aspects all across the world and has compelled 
the governments across the globe to adopt some out of box strategies to combat this deadly disease. India has also suffered badly 
during this pandemic and this pandemic has consumed thousands of lives since it’s outbreak in March 2020 in India. Indian 
government has been in a consistent effort to handle this virus and keep the mortality rate at the lowest possible point. The pandemic 
has affected the thinking of the people and their opinion regarding their political, economic and social life. It has diversified their 
views and faith in the political setup of the country as well and has created different narratives so for the crises management capacity 
of the state is concerned. People across the country are faced with economic challenges as millions of people lost their jobs and means 
of earning livelihood which not only includes the jobs in private or corporate sector but also the day-to-day labourers who have been 
the worst effected section of the Indian society.  

 
The pandemic caused by the Coronavirus has taken millions of lives across the world and India too has suffered a lot. People 

lost their livelihoods due to the shutdown of the economy as the government has no option except to impose a strict lockdown in order 
to put a check on the spread of this virus. This not only affected the people socially and economically but mentally as well. This 
pandemic effected the political activities as well and has compelled the political parties to derive alternate means to campaign. In 
response to the challenges posed by this pandemic to the life of people and strength of the crises management of the state, Indian 
government has adopted all the possible approaches to lower the sufferings of common man during this pandemic by providing the 
basic livelihood through different schemes and services in order to ensure the safety and security of the people. 

 
People and The Pandemic  

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused enormous loss of life worldwide and created unprecedented challenges to public health, 
the food system and the world of work. The economic and social shocks caused by this pandemic are devastating. While tens of 
millions of people are at risk of extreme poverty, the number of undernourished, now estimated at nearly 690 million could rise to 132 
million.  It put nearly half of the 3.3 billion people working worldwide at risk of losing their livelihoods. Workers in the informal 
economy are at particular risk because most of them lack social protection, access to quality health care and access to productive 
assets. Many of them would not have been able to feed themselves and their families in isolation and many people were with no 
income no food¹ 

 
Much has been written about how COVID-19 affects people in rich countries, but less about what happens in poor countries. 

Paradoxically, the first images of COVID-19 associated with India are migrant workers returning to villages hundreds of kilometres 
away with their belongings, not ventilators or ICU medical workers. India's labour market vulnerability became apparent when much 
of the economy was shut down. Nearly 10 million people returned to villages in the first wave, of which an estimated 500,000 walked 
or cycled. The International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that 400 million people in India are at risk of poverty. 

 
Political Response to The Pandemic  

The government’s crisis response has mitigated damage, with a fiscal stimulus of 20 trillion rupees, almost 10 percent of 
GDP. Also, the Reserve Bank of India enacted decisive expansionary monetary policy. Yet, banks accessed only 520 billion rupees 
out of the emergency guaranteed credit window of 3 trillion rupees. In fact, corporate credit is lower than last years by a wide 
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margin after bank lending’s fall. S&P has estimated the nonperforming loans may increase by 14 percent this fiscal year.² 
Corporations have deleveraged retiring old debts and hoarding cash, as have households. Recovery through investment and 
consumption has stalled. These trends are exacerbated due to the pandemic. The manufacturing Purchasing Managers Index 
(PMI) recovered. Services contribute over half of GDP but its PMI, even after bouncing back, remains low at 33.7 in June 2020. 
Consumption of electricity, petrol, and diesel have regained from the lockdown lows but are still 10-18 percent below June 2019 
levels. Agriculture has been the bright spot, with 50 percent higher monsoon crop sowing and fertilizer consumption up 100 
percent. Unemployment levels had spiked to 23.5 percent but with a mid-June 2020 recovery to 8.5 percent and then crept up again 
marginally³ 

 
The National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MNREGA) and supply of subsidized food grains have acted as useful 

buffers keeping unemployment down and ensuring social stability. Thirty-six million people sought work in May 2020 (25 million in 
May 2019). This went up to 40 million in June 2020 (average of 23.6 million during 2013-2019 period). The government has ramped 
up allocation to the highest level ever, totaling 1 trillion rupees. Similarly, in addition to a heavily subsidized supply of rice and wheat, 
a special scheme of free supply of 5 kilograms of wheat/rice per person for three months was started and since extended by another 
three months, covering 800 million people. There have also been cash transfers of 500 billion rupees to women and farmers⁴ 

 
However, MNREGA has an upper bound of 100 days guaranteed employment and it also does not cover urban areas. 

Agriculture cannot absorb more labour, with massive underlying disguised unemployment. A post-pandemic survey shows that the 
MSME sector expects earnings to fall up to 50 percent this year. Critically, the larger firms are perceived healthier. However, small 
and micro enterprises, who have minimal access to formal credit constitute 99.2 percent of all MSMEs. These are the largest source of 
employment outside agriculture. Their inability to bounce back could see India face further economic and also social tensions. The 
economy is withstanding both supply and demand shocks, with the wholesale prices index declining sharply⁵ 

 
We identified labour market pressures toward increased poverty, both in the extensive margin (headcount) and intensive 

margin (deprivation depth). India needs to ramp up MNREGA, introduce a guaranteed urban employment scheme, and boost further 
cash transfers to poor households. Government efforts have been enormous in macroeconomic policy (fiscal stimulus and monetary 
loosening) to mitigate adversity but fiscal space is narrowing, requiring the World Bank and other international financial institutions to 
step up and help avert even greater hardship. Also, ongoing advances towards structural economic policy reforms have to continue⁶ 

 
Effects On Political Activities  

The COVID-19 pandemic affected the political activities all across the world at large and put them at a halt and India too was 
not an exception. The Covid-19 measures are spurring more online campaigns to prevent mass rallies during the upcoming state 
elections. Some political parties exist more widely on the web, but some parties are trying to catching up. Covid-19 urges Indian 
political parties to urgently seek other methods of mobilization⁷ 

 
So, for we have seen COVID-19 exacerbate some of the major political trends we've seen in the pre-pandemic era. The 

pandemic is also helping to reinforce the hitherto evident trend towards political mobilization. Since 2014 we have seen a significant 
shift towards digital campaigns, micro-targeting and online mobilization on Facebook, Twitter or the latest version of WhatsApp. The 
pandemic will continue to push all countries in this direction⁸ 
 

We already see it. The rise of the recruiting campaign consultants which is prevalent in Western democracies, is also evident 
in India. A new digital policy will accelerate the creation of this relatively new career path, but it could also flood many scammers. 
With the types of big data available today, it is easy to develop this type of data-driven security. Returning to the US experience, 
consider the lessons learned from the 2016 elections. The Clinton campaign used big data in a way no other campaign had ever done. 
They run hundreds of thousands of election simulators every night, most of which showcase Clinton's victories. But we know what 
ultimately happened Many of our traditional political assumptions are outdated or intact⁹ 
 
Conclusion  

This Covid-19 pandemic has created many severe problems like unemployment and economic slowdown which in turn gave 
birth to many other issues. It has taken the lives of thousands of people in India and left thousands of children orphaned. To tackle this 
issue government of India has initiated aid and assistance programmes to provide some sort of relief to this orphan children. To assist 
the daily labourers and people living below the poverty level and other low-income sections of the society the cash assistance was 
provided by the government in which the amount was directly transferred to the bank account of the beneficiary. Besides this the 
government of India provided free ration to the people living below poverty line throughout the lockdown period and even after it. 
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The Covid-19 pandemic is not over yet and the whole world is making every possible effort to fight this. Many countries 
have developed different vaccines to overcome this deadly virus. India has also developed different vaccines like Covisheild and 
Covaxin to protect its citizens from this virus and has also supplied the vaccines to many other countries. 
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