
 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2021/10.09.135 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:9(7), September: 2021 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
Digital certificate of publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 4th September  

 Publication Date:30th September 2021 

 

 
64 

 

INDIAN SOCIAL SYSTEM: IMPACT ON CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 
 

Jeripothula Rajani 
PhD Research Scholar 

Department of Sociology, Osmania University 
Hyderabad, Telangana, India 

 
Introduction 

According to Rapson, "the origin of the caste system is due to the distinction between the fair and dark lexion of the Aryans and 
the original residents." Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras were names of classes rather than castes during the pre-historic period. 
The Brahmanas attribute a divine origin to the caste system. They based their views on the tenth mandal of the Rigveda -called Purusha Sukta. 
It asserts that the Brahmana was born out of the mouth of Brahma, Kshatriya from his arms, Vaishyas from his stomach, and the Sudras from 
his feet. 

 
The later medieval period in Andhra (14th century A.D.) witnessed Muslim invasions. As a result of these invasions, Telangana 

Andhra went under the subjugation of Bahamani power, and then was ruled by the Qutb Shahis of Golkonda who patronized Hindu subjects. 
The subsequent wars were waged between Vijayanagara and Bahamani Sultans due to Krishna Doab which was the bone of contention. 
At this juncture, the Muslims began to join in Roya! service of Vijayanagara since the reign of Deva Raya II and settled in the Southern 
parts of Andhra. Further, Muslim culture entered into Coastal Andhra which was under the sway of Reddis of Rajahmundry and Kondavidu 
who were early contemporaries of Vijayanagara. In addition, cordial relations were developed during the time of Rama Raja of Vijayanagara 
and Ibrahim QUtb Shah of Golkonda. These relations contributed to Hindu-Muslim cultural interaction. Consequently, certain changes had 
taken place in the so called Hindu social structure. However, the two systems grew individually side by side and, sometimes, interacted with 
each other. 

 
This article is confined to the Hindu caste system only. Telugu literary works like Sringara Naisadhamu, Haravilasamu and 

Rukmangadacaritra, Epigraphical records like Epigraphia cornatika and Epigraphical reports, Muslim chronicles like Tarikhi-Firaz Shahi, 
Tarik-\-Firishta and Kulliyat, foreign accounts by Barbosa, Nuniz, Paes and the secondary works like Relations of Goklonda in the Early 
Seventeenth Century and Muharam /Varna provide immense information on the subject. 
 
Hindu Social Structures 
Brahmins 

The position of the Brahmin class had been fully advanced and took up the burden of the State. This advancement continued even 
during the reigns of Reddy, Vijayanagaram and Qutb Shahis in the history of Andhradesa. The braobtained land gifts and endowments. This 
economic position continued throughout the later medieval period. 

 
Some of the priests attached to temples, enjoyed the income of the lands which were given for temple maintenance, especially for 

religious merit. A few others took up trade and settled down as merchants. Some of them still remained as inmates of monasteries which 
possessed good revenues, According to Van Linschoten, the Brahmins also acted as receivers, stewards, ambassadors and had great authority 
in Hindu society. They were also called as Niyogis in Andhra country. Domingo Paes, and Nuniz too found four classes of Brahmins: 1. 
Administrators; 2, Priests; 3. Merchants and 4. Cultivators. The oalace priests were confined to the palace and had extra judicial powers, The 
most influential among them were men of learning, astrologers, literates, physicians and interpreters of law and doers of justice. Another sub-
caste among the Brahmins emerged during the medieval times, known as Vipravinodies. They wandered from place to place and displayed 
their skills and collected dues to maintain themselves. They occupied good positions as ministers, commanders of armies and Governors of 
provinces. 
 
Ksatriyas 

The Rajanya or Ksatriya formed the second class in the later medieval society. The Ksatriyas of the Andhra country were popularly 
called as Racavaru or Rajas. Their main duty was protection of people from external and internal dangers and defending them against foreign 
aggression, and to secure the life and property of their countrymen. The word Racavaru is mentioned by the poet Srinatha in his work 
Sringaranaisadha and referr to Pedakomati Vema who was a famous Racavaru. The particular dynasty of Ksatriyas who had the title Racavaru 
in the beginning is not definitely known. The Codas and Calukyas who flourished in Andhra during the early medieval period. vere the only 
clan of Ksatriyas. Kamma, Velama, Reddi and Nayaka families who took up arms and usurped power by their valour and courage were treated 
as Ksatriyas in later medieval Andhra. The term Ksatrya is conspicuous by its absence in the history of Vijayanagara. The commanders of the 
army were praised in terms of their achievements rather than their Ksatriya descent. The tendency was to ignore their Ksatriya claims and 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2021/10.09.135 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:9(7), September: 2021 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
Digital certificate of publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 4th September  

 Publication Date:30th September 2021 

 

 
65 

 

describe them with the usual titles of Mahamandaleswara and the like. The later founders of the empiras belonged to the Sudra caste and they 
became rulers by their martial skill and administrative competence. They also performed religious ceremonies and gave charities to Brahmins. 
 
Vaisyas 

The Vaisya traditionally adopted trade for their occupation. However, in the later medieval period, some of the members of this caste 
distinguished themselves as commanders, and won the favour of the rulers of the Andhra country. The Vaisyas were great merchants and 
bankers. Avaci setti was the banker of king Vema Reddi. The Avaci family served the Reddi kings of Kondavidu loyally and obtained from 
them honours and privileges. The Vaisya Vamsasudhakaram, a Sanskrit work, provides information that the Nagaras, Drujas and Titiya Jatiyas 
were Vaisyas. One who was born to Vaisyas through a woman of the lower caste was a Vaijatiya. He was entitled to the privileges of 
svadhyaya, yajana and dana, of marrying within his own caste and following the occupations of trade, agriculture, and tending cattle. 
According to the Telugu work Haravilasam, the Vaisya caste consisted of one thousand gotras or families. Vaisyas organised themselves into 
powerful guilds and enjoyed enormous influence in the society. Even the chief officials of the State took permission from the guilds for grant of 
dues to temples and charitable institutions. According to Barbosa, they were trading in precious stones, seed-pearls, corals and other valuable 
goods, besides gold and silver. They could increase or decrease the prices of commodities many times. 

 
Sudras 

The Sudra population was more in number than the three sections in the hierarchical ascendency of the Hindu society. Sudras were 
formed into several endogamous groups, or communities comprising jatis, varnas, kulas or samayas. Inclusive of these communities, the Hindu 
society contains eighteen jatis. On the basis of occupation, trade and geography, new castes among Sudras emerged. P.V. Parabrahma Sastry 
provides information about these new classes in his work The Kakatiyas of Warangal. According to him, the Sudras were further formed as 
Padmanayakas, Visvakarmas, Gollas, Kapus, Edigas, Sivabrahmanas, Potters, Weavers (silk weavers), Padmasalis (cotton-weavers), Mudaras, 
Painters, Upparas, Miras, Bestas (Fisher men), Tenugas, Bukkas, Samgaras, Rajakas (washer men), Veisyas (ProsJtutes), Putakuti-varu 
(Hoteliers), Ballja, Kamma, Velama, Te!aga, Panta, and other miscellaneous sects. Some of the Sudra castes, by their bravery and skill in the 
art of warface, became reputed generals and statesmen of the age. They established Kingdoms like Kakatiyas.Nayaka, Reddi and Vijayanagara. 
They tried to protect the people from Muslim invaders in this period and held the reigns of government. The Musunuri chiefs, the Panta reddis 
and the Padmavelamas of Recerla gotra were the chief figures in the political field among the Sudras. Further, in the 15th and 16th centuries, 
artisans and craftsmen like goldsmiths, brass-smiths, carpenters and idol-makers occupied important positions by virtue of their skills and 
craftsman-ship in temple-carving and during public festivals. 
 

The mainstay of the Sudras was agriculture, labour and military service. Some sects like the Balingas followed both trade and military 
service. Some others lived on handicrafts. They studied classical Sanskrit plays and kavyas of ancient poets and wrote new plays, works on 
rhetoric, Music and commentaries on philosophical works. With the rise of the Sudra communities to power, the restrictions of civil laws on 
them were liberalized. The Sudras formed the backbone of the society. Thus, the prosperity of the country depended upon them to a large 
extent. 
 
Courtesans 

The courtesans" mostly belonged to the Sudra community and were given a prominent place in medieval Hindu society. They were 
custodians of fine arts, specially of music and dance. They learnt them from Brahmin teachers and became proficient in them. By virtue of their 
skill in the fine arts they attracted wealthy people and won, their patronage. The courtesans who were mistresses of great nobles and kings 
wielded much influence in society, and in the administration of the country. 
 
Chandalas 

The Chandalas were lower in the order of the Hindu Society. This caste was formed centuries ago. Even the touch and sight 
of a Chandala was considered to pollute a member of a higher caste, and, therefore, they were called 'Antaranivaru' or untouchables. 
They were prohibited from participating in religious ceremonies and entering temples and the houses of the higher castes. But it was 
considered to be a pious and meritorious act for the upper cases to provide them with food. Even though the Candelas were kept out of 
the society, their labour was required in the agricultural fields of the higher castes. The main stay of the Chandaias was agrarian 
labour. They resided far away from the villages. They worshipped Goddess Ekavira, and sang her praise and narrated stories about her 
to the accompaniment of dane. They adored village Goddesses like Moheramma. They were forced to do compulsory labour and obey 
all others, and carry out the orders of the upper castes. Inhuman and vigorous punishments were inflicted on them even for petty 
offences. They were not allowed to draw water from other wells but only from their wells alone. There were two sub-castes among 
them, the Malas and Madigas. Marriages between the two sub-castes were not in practice. Each sub-caste had their own council to 
implement the rules of conduct. Most of the Malas worked as agricultural labourers in the fields. of upper castes and some others 
followed weaving as a subsidiary occupation. The Madigas were artisans and made footwear and ropes for drawing water. 
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Koya, Erukala, Lambade and Chenchu were other low caste people in the Sudras who lived in hill areas and depended on 
forest resources. There were no restrictions imposed on them by society, probably because they lived far away from them. Sometimes, 
they attacked pilgrims, merchants, caravans and way farers in thick forests and looted them. 

 
It is clear from the above description that Andhra society during the medieval period was so hierarchically structured that 

majority communities (now they are called the dalit-bahujan) were deprived access to all sorts of resources. The changes in social 
conditions and growing awareness among them largely determined their responses to the emerging situation. 
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