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Abstract 

This paper provides a comprehensive study about the post US withdrawal situation in Afghanistan as   Afghanistan is 
experiencing a total shift in both the political and security aspects just after the takeover of Kabul by the Taliban and the departure of 
the United States and its allied forces from Afghanistan as committed in the February 2020 Doha Agreement between the Islamic 
Emirates of Afghanistan and The United States. The Afghanistan has fallen under the control of Taliban which surely is something 
new for the world in general and neighbourhood in particular and this changing scenario in Afghanistan is being seriously watched 
across the globe. This time it is seemingly a new Taliban with modified policies and approach taking over the control of Afghanistan 
with all new measures to apply. The new Taliban is making new commitments in order to protect the Afghanistan from misuse so that 
the stable and peaceful Afghanistan could be established. 
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Introduction  

After living in conflict for almost five decades Afghanistan is now witnessing a political and security shift as the US troops 
left Afghanistan. With the departure of the United States and its allied forces in accordance with the Doha Agreement between the 
United States and the Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan, the Afghanistan has fallen under the control of Taliban. This is the second time 
when Taliban is coming in the power in Afghanistan after their first tenure which lasted from 1996 to 2001 and was overthrown by the 
United States invasion post the 9/11 attack as part of the war against terrorism. The political and security scenario in Afghanistan has 
taken a shift now, the world community has a diversified opinion regarding the governance and stability in Afghanistan under the 
Taliban rule 
 
The Political shift 
The capture of Kabul the capital city of Afghanistan by the Taliban, Taliban has now taken the whole Afghanistan under its control 
and the departure of the United States and its allied forces has marked a new political and security shift in this war-torn country. This 
shift in the political and security scenario in Afghanistan is seemingly becoming a serious cause of worry for the political world in 
general and neighboring countries in particular as the Taliban has never been in the good books of the neighbourhood. The Taliban’s 
takeover of Afghanistan has ransacked the belief of the political world which was thinking that Afghan government and its forces are 
now enough capable to defend country against Taliban and this belief was supplemented by the two decades presence of the NATO 
forces there. United States has reportedly spent near about $88 billion on the security, training, management and weapons of Afghan 
government forces and this all was undoubtedly done to prevent all that has happened in Afghanistan. This has left the strategists, 
security experts and political analysts all-over the world in a complete shock. 
 

The crippling down of the Afghan government system and surrender of security forces before Taliban in an unprecedented 
manner so for the South Asian region is concerned has put a question mark on all the confidences building measures and ability of the 
political system of Afghanistan. Can this all be termed as the failure of the US intervention in Afghanistan or the incapability of the 
Afghan government and security establishment, the question is yet to be answered. 

 
There is almost a common perception floating across the world that the worst era of Afghanistan has begun to start due the 

takeover by Taliban as Taliban has a different image in the world politics like extremists, radicals and even terrorists which Taliban 
has been repeatedly denying. But this perception has deepened its roots more throughout the two decades of United States presence in 
Afghanistan and the US has channelized all its energies during these twenty years to prevent the Afghanistan from what all has 
happened there now.  

 
Majority of the countries in the word are suspicious about the mode of governance to be established by the Taliban in 

Afghanistan and are exhibiting different opinions regarding this dramatic change in the Afghanistan and it is only the Taliban 
established which can change this opinion by adopting suitable and acceptable model of governance. 
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The New Taliban 
Now the fact of the matter is that we have a Taliban controlled Afghanistan again on the world map which was never 

imagined by the world. But this time it is seemingly to be different Taliban with a modified ideology and approach which has been 
clued by its very first press conference by the Taliban spokesperson Zabiullah Mujahid.  
 

The policy of general amnesty and no revenge announced by Taliban is an altogether different kind of policy which the 
whole world might have never expected as Taliban has been known for hard and fast approach. But this step may succeed to some 
extent in perception building across the country which could gain some sort of attention from the world community and the common 
Afghan men towards the new Taliban regime. The modified approach of the Taliban is also evident in their commitment of respecting 
the women rights and education which is seemingly a hard thing to believe for the world but if it happens, they may find more players 
around them to help and assist in this regard. Taliban was believed to be a staunch opponent of the freedom of women and their rights 
in the fields of social, political and educational life. A strong belief exists in the world that women have been the worst suffers of the 
atrocities imposed by Taliban but this time they are committing Afghan women a bundle of rights in all forms. 

 
Taliban is also committing freedom of expression and free journalism which is definitely a new thing to be expected from the 

Taliban regime and this should be given at large in the new political setup in Afghanistan as this can only play a pivotal role in 
changing the perception across the world which will help the new regime in peaceful existence.  

 
Major commitments By Taliban 

The biggest task for Taliban is to withstand its commitment made in Doha Agreement that is to protect its soil from using for 
the propaganda and conspiracies against any other nation in general and United States and its allies in particular and not only this but 
also from terrorism and its allied activities. After the 9/11-episode Afghanistan has been in the spotlight as it was believed that the 
Afghanistan based organization Al-Qaida headed by Osama Bin Laden is responsible for the deadly attacks on United States which 
killed almost three thousand people. It was in response to this attack the United States launched a war against terrorism in which 
Afghanistan became the main target which led to the large-scale destruction and almost 20 years of bloodshed. Therefore, Afghanistan 
must remain committed to the internationally acknowledged Doha Agreement. 

 
Afghanistan has also been in spotlight for the cultivation of poppy and production of narcotic drugs. But the new Taliban is 

committing a narcotic free Afghanistan which surely will be a step toward promoting peace and prosperity. The Islamic system the 
Taliban is propagating for also does not permit the production or manufacture of narcotics. It is imperative for Taliban to withstand its 
commitments in order to promote the peace and stability.  

 
Conclusion. 

The Afghanistan under the rule of Taliban is surely a new thing for the world to believe as the Taliban’s fame as an extremist 
group and the decades old conflicts there has overshadowed the belief of the existence of a peaceful and stable Afghanistan. Now this 
shift in Political and security scenario of Afghanistan needs to be guided in the right direction by the Taliban forces and administration 
in order to step towards the peaceful and stable Afghanistan which not only will be in the better interests of the Afghanistan but for the 
whole world and especially the neighbourhood. 
 
 
 
 


