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Arumugam Pillai Seethai Ammal College 

Thiruppathur, Tamil Nadu, India 
 
Introduction 

Seventy-four years ago in the year 1947, August14, the British flag started its journey down the flagstaff viceroy's 

house, New Delhi. But the price of India's freedom was high because the Indian nation erupted into riots and bloodshed. 

The book Freedom at Midnight gives a whole scene of the tumultuous year of India's independence from Great Britain in 

1947.The narrative style of the book gives readers the visual landscape of the falling of British India and allows them to 

stand in the minds of the great leaders of that time. 

 

Freedom at Midnight is the real story which surrounds Indian Independence, starting with the appointment of 

Lord Mountbatten of Burma as the last viceroy of British India and ending with the funeral of Mohandas Karamchand 

Gandhi. Lord Mountbatten's shiny medals on his chest shows that he is the most powerful man in British India. On one 

side we come to know the hard work of Lord Mountbatten who invited few Indian men for lunch regularly to get help 

from them. On the other side Gandhi and Jinnah talk about freedom. 

 

Lord Mountbatten suffered a lot before Independence. Actually, one question arises, why Mountbatten met Jinnah 

twice before Independence. Jinnah asked uncomfortable questions with Mountbatten. Those uncomfortable questions 

were carefully avoided in this book. History is a story from the past. The real problem in this book is it has completely 

omitted and washed the British hands in their occupation and departure from India. 

 

In this book we can see the story of Maharaja's and tigers, Massacres, Starvation, cruelty and heroism. we can 

read so many heartbreaking incidents in this book. This book shows the masterful sketches of characters and how the 
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British people came to India at the time of Mughals and how they ruled it and they were finally compelled by the force of 

economics and history. Atlast, they divide India into two nations. 

 

In history, defining moments rarely comes and changes the history which hardly comes in a book which changes 

one's life. Independence of India in 1947 is the defining moment in Indian modern history. The most famous achievement 

in this book is, it breaks down the myth that has surrounded the political figures associated with freedom movement and 

humanizes each and every one of them. In many ways this book is neutral and being honest with the historical incidents. 

 

Every Indian citizen has grown up on myths and legends associated with our freedom fighters. These stories have 

a tendency to sweep history in broad stroke, forcing us to believe generalized facts that all the Britishers are cruel and all 

freedom fighters being pious. This book breaks that idea. Characterisation of Mahatma Gandhi shows the readers what it 

meant to be one MK Gandhi. We are bound to fall in love with the Mk Gandhi. 

 

This book carefully avoids all Indian writings and Historical writers like Adam Smith and affluence who 

explained how the British killed millions of Indian people in famine which was created deliberately by British people 

every few years in India. After the Cripps idea and proposal was rejected. In the year 1946, an interim government was 

formed with the support of both the members of the Congress and Muslim league. Which incident led to the dispute 

between Vallabhai and Alikhan is not described in this book. Just like the above incident, what led to the fight between 

Jinnah and congress committee is not explained properly. 

 

The story of Kashmir problems and the issue of princely states have also been dealt in a detailed manner. In this 

book there is a very realistic account of the impact of partition and bloodshed after independence. In this book authors 

have shown some of the darker sides of the prominent figures of that era. 

 


