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LIFE- TIME ACHIEVEMENTS OF A HARBINGER 
 

Dr. Bichitra Kumar Parida and Dr. Priyadarshi Kar 
 
Introduction 

There are some blessed sons from Odisha who dedicated themselves for the cause of freedom movement of our mother 
country. Their strong effort, bravery and sacrificeness made India free from British rule. Among these blessed sons of India Sri Biju 
Patnaik (Biju Babu) occupies a prominent place so far, the history of Freedom Movement and the Odisha Politics is concerned. Only 
one Odia’s son who got the title as “Indonesian Bhumiputra”, he was no one but Sri Biju Patnaik who had great reputation in the 
international sphere during his period so far the Indonesian Freedom Struggle was concerned. Truly, he was a great political leader of 
Odisha then. He ushered an era in the Odisha’s politics, social service and culture as well.   Such a great man born in the historic 
Cuttack city at “Ananda Bhaban” of Tulsipur on 5th March of 1916.His father was Laxminarayan Patnaik and mother was Ashalata 
Devi. He was a blessed son of not only India but also the world as a whole so far, his achievements were concerned. Inquiry, eye-
witness truthfulness, bravery, hard-work, obstinacy, encouragement etc. were within his heart and mind. He could deprive the 
ignorance. To beautify the life he stressed on self-confidence, hard-work, self-reliance, proper effort and punctuality etc. 

 
Biju Babu had his school time education in “Mission Primary School” which is currently “Christ Collegiate School” in 

Cuttack. As a child Biju was always fascinated by airplanes and also dreamed to become a pilot. Biju’s dream came to true and as a 
reason of his ambition and skills he became one of the best skilled pilots of his era. 

 
Biju’s student-hood started at “Cuttack Mission School” where the Head-Master was O. J. Millman. The Head-Master’s 

responsibility, punctuality, dedication, hard-work, love and affectionate spirit, eagerness to teach etc. adorned the attraction of the 
school. After this renowned Head-Master Biju was transferred to study at “Ravenshaw Collegiate School”. With his all sorts of good 
qualities he could arrest the attention of his teachers and friends there. Science, Mathematics and History were his favorite subjects. 
The blessings of the parents, teachers were upon him. Charity begins at home. He beatified his life being an expert pilot in the 
international level also. With cycling from Cuttack to Peshwar of Pakisthan was so interesting indeed. Suffering, learning and bravery 
were life-line in his life. The blessings of Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das were with him. Once at Bari region during the flood situation 
he could collect the missing umbrella of Gopabandhu and got the blessings of him so far, his braveness was concerned. As a student 
he also joined in the National Movement of India. In 1926, he also got the blessings of M.K.Gandhi at Swaraj Ashram, Cuttack where 
Biju’s head was fatally injured by a British police.     

 
Morning shows the day. From his boyhood the so-called patriotism and bravery could be recognize. When he was a boy of only 10 
years old, in the year 1926, at Sworaj Ashram of Cuttack, he met Mahatma Gandhi with much enthuasim and difficulty. The English 
S.P.  Hargrive Saheb beat him and there was a fatal injury on his head. He was beaten up by a British Police officer as he tried to get a 
glimpse of the Mahatma on that occasion. He was very obstinate then. Again, in the year 1932 when he was a student of Ravenshaw 
College, then he proved his bravery. He reached at Peswar of Pakisthan from Cuttack City with some youth by cycling. He was too 
ambitious then. The high hoped Biju later became a pilot. The great political leader Sri Jaya Prakash Narayan suggested Biju Patnaik 
to help the Indian freedom fighters secretly. Though he was a government servant, still went against the Government, helping the 
Indian people. That was an ample example of patriotism and dedication to the mother country. Consequently, he found guilty against 
the British conspiracy and being arrested sent to jail in the year 1943. After two years he released. In the year 1947 when the First 
Asian Assembly was met in New Delhi, then he could save the life of Dr.Mohammad Hatta and Mohammad Sahariar, the National 
leaders of Indonesia.  Indonesia was under Dutch control then. 
  
Role in Indonesian Freedom Movement: Biju Babu was almost instrumental in assisting Indonesia with its bout for independence 
from the Dutch in 1947.The same indomitable spirit had him fly to India the leaders of the Indonesian freedom struggle, despite the 
threat of his plane being shot down by the Dutch colonial rulers. The Indonesian Prime Minister Sultan Sahariar and Mohammad 
Hatta were placed under surveillance by the colonial Dutch, who had had absolute control over Indonesian sea, and air routes and did 
not let him leave the country. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru entrusted the task of rescuing Sultan Sahariar and Mahammad Hatta and sent 
Biju Babu who was an expert pilot and was famous for his passion for adventurous achievements.  Biju Babu sprang up to instant 
action. Despite receiving warning of being shot down by the Dutch forces if he entered the Indonesian Airspace, Patnaik flew to 
Indonesia via Singapore in his Dacota aircraft on 21 July 1947. Patnaik’s reply to the direct Dutch threat was, “Resurgent India does 
not recognize Dutch colonial sovereignty over the Indonesian people. If my aircraft is shot down, every Dutch plane flying across the 
Indian skies will be shot down in retaliation.  As an avid reader of the history of Kalinga, he knew how Kalinga and Indonesia had a 
long-standing cultural link in the past and now was the opportunity to render same service to the people of Indonesia at their crucial 
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hour of need. He braved all hazards and flew to Java and brought Sultan Sahariar and his staff abroad from Java islands on 22 July 
1947 by his own Dacota to Singapore and finally to Delhi where Sultan Sahariar was able to meet Pandit Nehru. An indebted 
Indonesia conferred the highest civilian award, “Bhumi Putra” to this valiant personality and even it is heard that the Indonesia 
Government offered huge tract of land to him which he returned back politely.  
 

The pilot friends of Biju called him “Hero of Kalinga” to see the patriotic spirit of him. He desired to renounce the covetous 
service and rich salary as a good pilot then he who joined in the National Airways services. But an ideal person Sri Jayaprakash 
Narayanji suggested remaining in the service to help the freedom fighters disguisedly to serve the Nation secretly. The British spy 
could know the intention of Biju and arrested and sent to jail.  
  

Bijayananda (Biju) Patnaik, a true Statesman, freedom fighter and an illustrious son of India, is the architect of modern 
Odisha and the tallest leader of post-independence Odisha. He for his millions of admirers, both in his life-time and even after his 
death, enjoys as iconic status in Odisha and is widely admired across India for his courage, idealism, statesmanship and dedication to 
the cause of the common man. People of Odisha lovingly call him the Hero of Kalinga and the Kharavela of Kalinga. He was a man 
who created history, changed history and shaped history. In Ravenshaw College he was a talented sportsman and headed the foot-ball, 
hockey, athletics and cricket team of the University. Biju was the sports champion continuously for three years. He studied 
Aeronautics at the Aeronautical Training Institute of India. 
 

Biju Babu’s Role in Freedom Movement: Biju started his own airline, Kalinga Airways and in 1947 carried soldiers into 
Kashmir when it was threatened from across the newly created border sky. At great risk, he landed the first platoon of troops in 
Srinagar. Biju is considered as a pioneer of the industrial growth of Odisha and established a strong of industries in mission. He set up 
Kalinga Tubes, the first Modern Textiles Mills at Choudwar, Odisha, the first Refrigerator Factory at Jobra, Cuttack and a low shaft 
furnace at Barbil. In 1951 he established the Kalinga Prize for the popularization of science and entrusted the responsibility to the 
UNESCO. Even at the young age of thirty-five he had the foresight to foresee the importance of science and technology and to 
establish this prize which considered a prestigious award by the International Scientific Community. 

 
Sir Julian Huxley-UNESCO’s First Director General and also a Kaling Prize Winner had described Biju as a,” remarkable 

Indian whose adventures world fill a book.” In an obituary reference, the prestigious magazine The Economist says, “it is worth 
writing about Biju Babu for at least two reasons. His long-life can be read as something of a history of India back to the time when the 
country was run by the British. And he gave Indian Politics a rare fresh of colour.” The Encyclopedia Britannica describes Biju as an 
Indian Politician who parlayed his fame as a World War-II activator, anti –British freedom fighter and commercial airline 
entrepreneur into a political career, notably as Chief Minister of Odisha State, 1961-63 and 1990-95. 

 
  We remember the achievements of the daring and swashbuckling politician who served the Odisha assembly for seven terms. 
Truly, he was an ace pilot and politician, a harbinger of industrial development. -Biju Babu was closely associated with two architects 
of modern Odisha –Utkal Gaurav Madhusudan Das and Utkalmani Gopanadhu Das. Inspired by them and by Mahatma Gandhi Biju 
Babu dedicated himself to the Indian Freedom Movement. In 1942, he dedicated to join the Quit India Movement under the guidance 
of the Father of Nation to make India free. In 1943 he sent to prison for about two years for participating in the Quit India Movement. 
Aruna Asif Ali recalling Biju Babu’s role during this period mentions,” Among the thousands who came forward to take up the 
challenge, Biju Babu the Chief Pilot of the Dalmia- Jain Airways was of the most fearless who mobilized the fellow pilots.  
 

Sri Biju Patnaik had good relation with Dr. Hare Krushna Mahatab. He elected to Odisha Assembly in the year 1946. Before 
joining in politics, he was an industrialist. Truly, he was the first Odia industrialist.  He directly indulged in politics. Consequently, he 
went against Hare Krusna Mahatab and broke the alliance between Congress and Ganatantra Parishad. He got the blessings of Pandit 
Nehru and concluded the mid-term election. In this election the Congress Party got the majority and Sri Biju Patnaik became the Chief 
Minister of Odisha.  

 
Biju Babu’s Role in Politics: In 1946 Biju Babu was elected uncontested to the Odisha Legislative assembly from North Cuttack 
Constituency. In 1952, and 1957 he won from Jagannath Prasad and Surada respectively. In 1961, he assumed the President of the 
State Congress under his leadership, the Congress Party won 82 of 140 seats and Biju representing from Choudwar Constituency 
became the chief maker of Odisha and remained in the position until 2 October 1963, when he resigned from the post under the 
Kamraj Plan to revitalize the Congress Party. He was the Chief Minister of Odisha at the age of thirty-five only. He was close to Indira 
Gandhi who took over the Congress Party in 1967. However, they clashed in 1969 over the Presidential election. He left the Congress 
and formed a regional party-the Utkal Congress. In the 1971 assembly Poll, his party did reasonably well. He then re-established 
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contact with his old friend Sri Jaya Prakash Narayan and plunged into the JP movement as it picked up momentum in 1974. When the 
Emergency was declared in 1975, he was one of the first to be arrested along with the other opposition leaders. In 1977, he was 
released and elected to the Lok Sabha from Kendrapada Lok Sabha Constituency and till 1979 under the Government of Moraji Desai 
and Choudhury Charan Singh he was the union minister for Steel and Mines. In 1980 he was elected to the Lok Sabha and then again 
in 1986 he was re-elected to the Lok Sabha. In the year 1990, in the State Assembly Election, the Janata Dal won and Biju again 
served as the Chief Minister of Odisha till 1995.  
 
  Patnaik’s political ideals were centered in socialism and federalism. He strongly advocated for equal resources to all Indian 
States that needed such in the true spirit of federalism. Pandit Nehru affectionately called him, “India’s Buccaneer”. During his tie in 
the Parliament of India, Nehru said of him,” Biju Patnaik has the courage, dynamism and zeal to work. So, there is no blunder in going 
huge aid to Odisha.” 
 

Unparalleled contribution to Odisha, India and Humanity: The following are just some of his outstanding contributions 
among countless others.  

• The Choudwar and Barbil Industrial Belt.  
• The Cuttack –Jagatsinghpur Mahanadi Highway Bridge.  
• The Bhubaneswar Air-port. 
• The Regional College of Education at Bhubaneswar.  
• The Odisha Aviation Centre. 
• Paradeep Port. 
• The MIG Factory at Sunabeda. 
• The Thermal Power Plant at Talcher. 
• Hydro-Electric Project at Balimela. 
• The Odisha University of Agriculture and Technology (OUAT). 
• Engineering and Medical College at Burla. 
• The Odisha State Planning Board. 
• The Re-Organisation of Districts in Odisha. 
• Ferro Silicon Complex at Theruvali. 
• Enginerring College at Rourkela. 
• Express Highway linking Daitari with Paradeep. 
• Sainik School at Bhubaneswar. 
•  Regional Research Laboratory. 
• Hirakud Dam. 
• Rourkela Steel Plant. 

 
The Paradeep port was the first major infrastructure project which was followed by Sri Biju Patnaik’s industrial empire, the 

Kalinga group. During his period, Chaoudwar a deserted place on the Mahanadi near Cuttack became the hub of Odisha’s industrial 
revolution.  Thirty years after Madhusudan Das, it was Biju Patnaik who exhorted Odisha’s to excel in industrial venture with private 
initiative. After 1960, there was a change occurred in the mind of Biju Patanaik. A question was put that   why Sri Biju Patnaik lost his 
interest in industry? The answer was that politics had become his first love and industries were taking a back seat in his priorities. 

 
Odisha saw Sri Biju Patnaik as Chief Minister in the 1990s who perhaps different from hero of the 1960s who brought success 

even to the hopeless. Biju failed in building the second steel plant. He failed in luring foreign investors. Thirty years after Madhusudan 
Das it was Biju Patnaik exhorted Odisha to excel in industrial venture with private initiative. 

 
His life-time achievements are pride and glory not only for Odisha but also for India. Whenever he found something 

miraculous in the heart of anybody, could praise him/her. It was his responsibility to do betterment of others to do wellbeing’s of the 
ladies and poor. Chance comes once. As a curious boy once he touched the installed aeroplane at “Killapadia” in Cuttack when the 
police beat him. Then the mode of his life changed. Biju took oath to be a pilot. He could fulfill his ambition in later part of life so far, 
his great achievement was concerned. Promising attitude and challenge were keynotes in his life. It was very rare. He was very brave 
and curious to fulfill many conditions. Napoleon Bonaparte was his ideal person.  

 
                 He did not know fear. Facing many challenges, he rendered meritorious services for the sake of mother India and his 
beloved state Odisha. He always dreamt about the posterity of Kalinga. In the freedom movement he struggled a lot to deprive the 
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Britishers.  As a Politician, Freedom Fighter, great reporter, eminent literate person, lover of culture, his place in history is very 
noteworthy. 
 

Once in a letter to his dear people of Odisha his view was very open where there was no cheating, conspiracy and secrecy. He 
laid stress on withdrawal of loan from poor cultivators, enhancement of value of Kendu leaf, sal seeds and other forest products. The 
lowest daily wages mounted to 25 rupees per day. He made the law for monthly allowances to the widows, physically handicapped 
persons and poor farmers more than 60 years old, poverty stricken Adivasis, full-fledged irrigation project, village level road, well, 
pond, schools to be repaired. Primary teachers converted to Government employees. The retired teachers to get minimum allowances 
of Rs. 300/-. He called the young men of Odisha for better co-operation for the uplift of Odisha. 

 
He realized the poor condition of Odisha. Without the help of the Central Government, a State cannot thrive, he pleaded. 

Mostly the State Odisha faced the natural calamities. So, without the help of Centre how the state would prosper. He thought that the 
people of Odisha were peaceful and simple. The state had abundant natural resources. Still, it was suffering from poverty and 
unemployment. Development of industries, agriculture, technology, science, education and health were essential part, what he pleaded 
then. So, it was a big thought about the employment case of Odiha. Establishment of two big Steel Plants in Odisha, expansion of 
Paradeep Port, and establishment of Oil Refinery there, a port at Gopalpur, establishment of an Alumina factory at Kalahandi were his 
sole and true dreams. Proper utilization of the coal resources were also needed what he thought then. It could fulfill the paucity of 
electricity. Electricity could help in establishment of industries. So, the help of the Central Government in these respects were very 
essential part so far, the development of Odisha was concerned.  

 
The State of Odisha was his work-shop. The development of the state was his only dream. By the spread of industries, he 

tried to solve the financial problems of the state. By establishing O.T.M. at Choudwar, a deserted barren land, he soon activated it. 
Then the Kalinga Tubes, Kalinga Refrigeration, Kalinga Industries were established. Many Odias were appointed. At Joda and Barbil 
he erected other programmes. Port at Paradeep, National Highways, Daitary-Paradeep Express Highways, Rourkela Engineering 
College, Sunabeda’s Mig-Fighters Factory, Military Planes Landing Centers at Charbatia, River Barrages at Balimela, Regional 
College of Education, Cement Factory at Baragargh, Odisha Agriculture and Technology University, a thermal project at Talcher, 
Burla Engineering College, Burla and Berhampur Medical Colleges, The Bhanja Vihar at Berhampur, the Jyoti Bihar at Sambalpur, 
Kalinga Publications, Kalinga Airlines, Sainik School at Bhubaneswar, C.R.P. Cantonment, Radio Training Centre at Ravenshaw 
College etc could be establish by him. Through the UNESCO he arranged to present the “Kalinga Prize”. 

 
In the field of education, he made some remarkable changes. He thought that without good education the state cannot 

prosper. So, he enhanced the budget of the state to almost double. Emphasis was laid on the spread and stability of women education. 
So, he took proper steps for the establishment of girl’s schools, women colleges, training schools and colleges for the ladies. Tribal 
areas were generally backward. Biju Babu helped for the establishment of girls’ schools in those tribal areas. Scheduled Tribes and 
Scheduled Castes students got the stipends for study. Importance laid on study of science, technology and growth of potential. To help 
the poor meritorious students, he established “Kalinga Foundation Trust”. This institution is helping the Odisha based students till now 
which is serving in the field of science and education. 

 
In the grim situation of our Nation, it was seen that Biju also made remarkable achievements. In 1962, during the Indo-Sino 

War Pandit Neheru sent Biju to USA for better service to get the Nation forever. During the Indo-Pak War also Biju proved his 
farsightedness, bravery, courage and dedication towards the Nation. The devastated war averted. When the war between India and 
Pakisthan started, for the first time Biju landed his plane in Kashmir. Similarly, during the Bangladesh crisis, he reached in Dhaka to 
save the life of Mujibur Rahaman. But, unfortunately, before his arrival, Mujibur Rahaman was killed. But one thing was very clear 
that his arrival in Bangladesh was so surprise and historic so far, his meritorious achievements were concerned.  

 
  In 1963, the agitated students burnt to ashes the Chief Minister Sri Biren Mitra’s residence. Suddenly, Biju appeared there 
and asked the students to be calm down rather to burn his residence. The agitation stopped. Life is full of challenges- Biju knew it 
well. His own-life was ample proof of it. In 1947 he elected to the Odisha Assembly. Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab-a renowned maker of 
Modern Odisha, knew well about Biju’s ability and future service to the Nation as a whole. During 1966-67 periods, when from many 
parts the critisms rose against him, he did not mind and bother. He had self-confidence on him. In 1971, he contested from Rajnagar 
Assembly Constituency and got the victory when from other four places he was being defeated. In 1974 his “Pragati Party” was not 
successful in the election. In 1975 he was arrested during the emergence period. After that he made Janata Dal and got the success. He 
became the cabinet minister in the Centre as the Minister of Steel and Mining.  
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He set up Kalinga Tubes, Kalinga Airlines, Kalinga Iron Work, Kalinga Refactories and the Kalinga –a daily Odia News 
Paper. In 1951 Biju Babu established the International Kalinga Prize for the popularization of Science and Technology among the 
people and entrusted the responsibility to the UNESCO. Biju Babu was the security Advisor to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the First 
Prime-Minister of Independent India. Biju Babu himself a great nationalist and a salient super-ordinate of the Odia movement.   
 

In an article titled “MO BAPA” (My Father) published in Utkal Prasanga, Patnaik’s daughter Gita Mehta recalled, “While in 
the jail, my father was thinking of ways to oust the British from India, then he decided to become owner of textile mills, because these 
units required the same colour and chemicals as are used to make currency notes. My father was determined that within six months of 
his release from jail, he will print fake notes and circulate them in the sub-continent to ensure the fall of British rule at the 
inauguration of the Odisha Planning Board on 15 June, 1962, he said,” People cannot grow unless the industries were developed and 
established here.” However, The New York Times in its obituary of Biju Patnaik wrote,’ ----his reputation in India rested less on his 
performance as State Government leader, or on his brief tenure as a Cabinet Minister in the late 1970s in the Government in New 
Delhi, than on his daring exploits as a pilot in the years before and soon after India’s Independence in 1947.” 

 
Conclusion 

In 1990 he became the Chief Minister of Odisha for the second time. But his previous zeal and vigor did not within him due 
to old age and ill-health.  He did not make good services to the state so far hopes and anxieties the people of Odisha were concerned. 
Problems of Odisha were baffling due to which it was very much difficult part on him to solve all these. Still. The efforts what he had 
made then for the up-liftment of Odisha and India covers so many pages of history. His life-time achievements give rays of hopes and 
aspirations to the future posterity of Odisha, India and the World as a whole. We cannot forget his meritorious services for the human 
race. He was truly a blessed son of the Mother India. The Odisha land and people are searching for such type of rare personality who 
would serve the state better.   Seven years later, on 17 April 1997, Biju Babu died at the age of 81 due to pneumonia and other 
respiratory problems. 
 
Foot Notes: Achievements, contributions, politics, Odia, science, patriotism, bravery, Freedom fighter, pilot, Bhumi Putra, Britishers, 
Kalinga, industries,  Odisha Assembly, Central Government, Pandit Nehru, sportsman, freedom fighter, jail, Chief Minister, fearless, 
Indonesia, Indian Politics, Cabinet Minister, Lok Sabha, Assembly, ambitious, daring personality, Dutch, British, struggle for 
freedom, constituency, Steel Plant, Kalinga Prize, airlines, aeronautics, political, Pragati Party, Jana Congress , Congress Party, 
emergency, prisoned, independence,  
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