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Abstract 

Agriculture considered as the backbone of Indian economy provides the basic constituent for mankind and raw materials for 
industrialization. It not only sustains us but also act as a pouring force in providing employment opportunities. As we reminisce the 
past, it could be observed that development started with agriculture and still our country depends on agriculture for sustenance. 
Though cultivation has been associated with production of food crops, it goes beyond farming into forestry, fruit cultivation, thrive 
etc. This paper highlights on the magnitude of agricultural labourers, the troubles encountered and the measures to be taken to resolve 
the problems. 
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Introduction 

One of the major problems in Indian cultivation is the problem of agricultural labourers. The occurrence of unemployment 
and under development is manifested in the daily lives of farming labourers. They have been browbeaten by the landlords and 
Seminars from the foundation where some of them were forced to work as bonded labourers for generation. Today their conditions 
have enhanced but still they remain unrecognized and their level of income and normal of living linger low. As we trace India’s 
history it speaks about the exceptional climatic condition, agricultural efficiency, natural resources and was considered as an 
agricultural powerhouse universal having farmers as its backbone. Despite all this, like any other sector, farming sector had to face 
evils and challenges. The main problems faced are deficient water supply, less use of modern farming equipments, dependence on 
traditional crop, haulage problem and government schemes yet to reach small farmers. Agriculture labourer can be defined as the 
involvement of any person in connection with cultivating the soil, or in connection with raising or harvesting any agricultural or 
horticultural commodity, management of livestock, bees, poultry etc. 
 
Objectives 

The objective of this paper is to find out the present status of agricultural labourers, Problems they encounter and curative 
measures that can be adopted to improve their conditions. 

 
Methodology 

It is an evocative study and the data have been reviewed using secondary sources of from books, Government reports, census 
data and newspapers. 

 
Types of Agricultural Labour 
Agricultural Labourers may be classified into the following four broad categories 

 Bonded or Semi-Free Labourers 
 Dwarf-Holding Labourers 
 Under-Employed Landless Labourers 
 Full Time Land-Less Labourers 

 
Causes of Growth of Farming Labour 

There are various causes which have accelerated the growth of farming labour in our country and can be broadly summed up 
as:  

1.  High net growth rate of population in the country.  
2.  Growth of absentee landlordism.  
3.  Is integration of village communities of the pre nineteenth century? 
4.  Growth of indebtedness due to low income leading to transfer of land from the small owners to the creditors, resulting in the 

farmer becoming agricultural labourers.  
5.  The extension of money economy to rural areas in replacement of payment in kind (6) decline of domestic industries and 

handicrafts. 
6.  Disintegration of the peasantry 
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7.    Severe agricultural depressions in the late twenties. Problems with Indian Agriculture. 
      8.   Rural- Urban Divide. India's most of the Farming is done in rural parts of the country.  
      9.   Lack of Investment in Agriculture. 
     10.  Lack of Effective Policies. 
     11. Negligence of Natural resources. 
     12. Impact of Demonetization. 
     13.  Excessive Interventions on Prices. 
     14.  Irrigation Facilities. 
     15.  Sluggish Fertilizer Industry. 
 

Conditions of Agricultural labourers  
Numerous factors like low social status, recurrent unemployment, absence of alternative employment, rising indebtedness 

have been considered for their poor situation depriving them of their basic amenities of life. While looking into the magnitude of 
farming labourers during the pre-British period, the number was very much unimportant. The census of 1881 showed that the total 
number of landless labourers were 0.75 core. It gradually augmented and the number of landless agricultural labourers in the county 
today rose to 14.43 crore in 2011 from 10.67 core in 2001. 

 
Role of Government 

Since Independence Government both at Central and State adopted certain measures to progress the alive conditions of 
agricultural labourers like abolition of bonded labour, distribution of land to landless labourers, passed legislations for providing 
lodging sites, provided alternate sources of employment by initiation various schemes that include Rural Works Programme 
(RAP),Crash Scheme for Rural Employment(CSRE), Employment Guarantee Scheme(EGS), Food for work programme (FWP), 
National Rural Employment Programme(NREP), Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP),Jawaharlal Rozgar 
Yojana (JRY),etc. Besides through the 20-point economic programme steps were taken to improve the economic situation of the 
landless workers and other weaker sections of the society. Inspire of introducing various actions by the Government, the conditions of 
agricultural laborers still remain uncertain and unstable. Under such a situation the subsequent measures can be adopted to help 
advance the lives of farming laborers. They are: 

 
  Efficient implementation of the minimum wage act which could help in the growth of the excellence workforce in and for 
farming in India. Development of Agriculture - For advance level of development in cultivation, the multi-cropping techniques can be 
engaged for better exploit of land and resource. Setting up Cooperatives - These groups will help to provide high-grade technology, 
preparation, funding, purchasing of the fertilizers which could help farmers. Multiple Crops –Farmers should be advised to cultivate 
multiple crops. Modernization in cultivation – Youth could be expectant for farming and other connected occupations as they are well 
versed with latest technology. Crop Insurance – There is a need for transparent index-based assurance that treats policy holders evenly 
with in a defined geographical area. 
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