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Abstract 

Posthumanism is often identified as a notion rooted in the deconstruction of the idealist concept of ‘human’, as perceived by 
man, in the times of unprecedented technological advancements. Today, superior artificial intelligence, with the consistency and 
power beyond the realm of the human brain, poses a threat to human centrality. In the current scenario of crisis due to the pandemic, 
scientific studies point out that the COVID-19 virus was a result of human interference in disrupting the ecological balance. However, 
humans continue to find ways such as the Forth Industrial Revolution to subdue the virus. When human life is usurped of its freewill 
and autonomy, people willingly resort to technology in the form of AI, cybernetics, robotics and biotechnology for socialisation, data 
collection, medical treatment and what not. But surveillance capitalists seek to make profit from the predictions they gather from the 
confidential and private data they collect of our voice, personality and emotions using advanced technologies. Also, the possibility of 
certain agencies or the government using such data to manipulate our behavioural pattern is pertinent. In essence, the coinage 
‘totalitarian technology’ suits the pandemic era well. The COVID-19 pandemic has given the opportunity to some institutions to 
normalise it for people to install several applications and software in their personal devices which collect private data in the pretext of 
ensuring their health care. Thus, it may be argued that the pandemic situation has generated an atmosphere conducive to the 
flourishing of AI totalitarianism. 
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Introduction 
 

Posthumanism as a theoretical figuration consists in the musings about the convergence of the non-human upon the very 
existence of the human. It is a critical thought which emerged from the discredit brought to the humanist ideal of ‘Man’ as the 
universal measure of all things by advanced technological developments. The superiority of human beings becomes questioned when 
man is assisted by advanced inventions. Man’s inability to survive without the help of such digital prostheses makes the questioning of 
humanist and anthropocentric ideas relevant. Cybernetic technology is now spliced into an organic human body. It is a supplement to 
human body where nonhuman things inhabit the human. Thus, Posthumanism “deconstructs the humanist concept of the human” 
(Clarke and Rossini, 2017). 

 
Humanism takes the central position of human beings for granted. It is distinguished from machines, animals and other 

inhuman entities. Endowed with ‘human nature’, human beings are exceptionally unique and completely autonomous. They have 
developed independent behavioural patterns and belief systems to suit their nature. Human intellectual superiority is placed at the 
central point of the universe. As such, it is the humans who give meaning to the world. The course of this world is dependent on the 
development of human imagination. The term humanism is also used to refer to Renaissance movement. This sense of the term hints 
at the association of humanism with human achievements: intellectual, social and technological. Valuing human culture which is the 
product of the evolvement of human knowledge is essential to humanist thoughts. It is to this scenario; the discovery and presence of 
nonhuman prostheses revolutionized the idea of humanism that existed so far. The idea of superior intelligence, consistency and power 
of artificial, digital, cybernetic, robotic and superhuman posed serious questions against the notion of human centrality. 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic of 2021 took the world a long way into posthumanism. It may be speculated to be a man-made 

disaster promulgating the possibility of a Sixth Extinction which is a prominent part of posthuman thought. It is a commonly accepted 
fact that the outburst of the COVID-19 pandemic was caused due to the interference of human beings in the ecological balance 
(Braidotti, 2016). The Sixth Extinction refers to the dying out of species during the present geological era as the result of human 
activity (Kolbert, 2014). The Sixth Extinction is expedited by the Fourth Industrial Revolution which involves the convergence of 
advanced technologies, such as robotics, artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, biotechnology and the Internet of Things (Braidotti, 
2016). But, human beings’ reaction to the pandemic is in a contradictory way. They have resorted to the same Forth Industrial 
Revolution to fight the virus. R. Braidotti, in his article ““We” Are In This Together, But We Are Not One and the Same”, says: 
“Paradoxically, the contagion has resulted in increased use of technology and digital mediation, as well as enhanced 



 
Cover Page 

  

  
 
DOI: http://ijmer.in.doi./2021/10.09.22 

            

 

ISSN:2277-7881; IMPACT FACTOR :7.816(2021); IC VALUE:5.16; ISI VALUE:2.286 
Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal: VOLUME:10, ISSUE:9(2), September: 2021 

Online Copy of Article Publication Available: www.ijmer.in 
Digital certificate of publication: http://ijmer.in/pdf/e-Certificate%20of%20Publication-IJMER.pdf 

Scopus Review ID: A2B96D3ACF3FEA2A 
Article Received: 4th September  

 Publication Date:30th September 2021 

 

 
6 

 

hopes for vaccines and biomedical solutions” (2016). Thus, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused the human beings to get caught 
between the fear of Sixth Extinction and a hope in the cognitive capitalism which is the very cause of all the problems in the first 
place. 
 

The flashing spread of the virus literally brought the normal life of people to a halt. The power of non-human forces got 
manifested when the virus forced a very rigorous lock-down and severe quarantine measures on people. Human beings were forced to 
confine themselves within the walls of their houses. Shops, institutions, public transportations and places of worships were all closed. 
Opportunities for socialization were negated. Human life became crippled, devoid of its autonomy to act on its own. Fear, 
disappointment and depression were the results of the consciousness of the vulnerability of humanity. Human beings began to foray 
the vast potential of the Fourth Industry for solving the problems. Technology came to people’s aid where cybernetics, artificial 
intelligence, robotics and biotechnology assumed the role of a medium for human interactions, socialization, data collection, data 
analysis, treatment and even hope. With such a mediation required for the human life, the COVID-19 pandemic made human beings 
supplementary to a world dominated by the Fourth Industry. The centrality of the world shifted from the vulnerable man to the 
powerful technology. 

 
With the world becoming more and more digital to cope with the pandemic situation, it has become an imperative for man to 

wear the digital prostheses. Digital illiteracy and unaffordability have begun to dispossess man of many necessities of the new world 
order. Digitally illiterate human beings are required to be dependent on others for getting on with their lives. Man has to live in two 
worlds now: a virtual world and a real world. Both the virtual and real worlds owe their existence to the other. Elements of life from 
administration to shopping are facilitated through a world which opens before humans by means of digital prostheses. Religious 
ceremonies, cultural festivals, education, administration, ticket bookings, bill payment, hospital bookings, shopping are all mediated 
through digital equipment. This gives digital world a totalitarian power to exert control over the lives of man in various ways. The 
term ‘totalitarian technology’ suits the pandemic milieu well. 

 
Neil Howe, in an article he wrote in Forbes titled “The Rise of Totalitarian Technology”, defines the term “totalitarian 

technology” as “a term that describes devices and algorithms by which individuals forfeit their privacy and autonomy for the benefit 
of either themselves or some third party.” (2019) This definition by Howe is a modification of Shoshana Zuboff’s idea of surveillance 
capitalism. Shoshana used the term surveillance capitalism to denote the use of human experiences as a free raw material for 
translation into behavioral data. In surveillance capitalism data are collected for product improvement. But even unnecessary data are 
retained as behavioural surplus to make behavioural predictions. This process of advanced production based on behavioural prediction 
is called “machine intelligence” (14). Surveillance capitalists capitalize on predictions they acquire from the data they collect of our 
voice, personality and emotions. As such, machine intelligence is able to know our behaviour and even shape it. So, the possibility of 
using large scale data to manipulate and modify the behavioural pattern of people is a tool in the hands of the modern capitalists. This 
power is called instrumentarianism or instrumentarian power. Howe called devices and algorithms which possess this instrumentarian 
power or ability to take away one’s privacy as totalitarian technology. 
 

Artificial intelligence (AI) is a replica of human intelligence developed for use in machines. AI works on the most advanced 
algorithms of predictions based on analysis of available digital data. With the most powerful instrumentarian tools, AI processes large 
amount of data to reach the most accurate predictions. By having constant data surveillance over a person, AI can understand and 
predict his behaviour better than himself. AI can put an agency, a government or a company in a better position of knowledge of an 
individual than that of the same person. A government equipped with AI can claim that they have the knowledge about the future good 
of a situation. Provided that the people have a sense that AI technology can provide a better solution than human brain can, possibly 
they could easily be convinced of the future beneficence of a seemingly detrimental measure. Such a government can “at best use this 
to justify paternalism, at worst, totalitarianism” (Pless, 2012). The discourse of a promise of heaven attached with AI may give an 
endorsement to the totalitarian interference of AI in one’s life. Such a potential of AI to provide an agency with totalitarian control 
over people is referred to here as AI totalitarianism. 

 
AI totalitarianism, totalitarian technology or surveillance capitalism has surveillance as its fulcrum. Surveillance, albeit age 

old, is a much discussed and very relevant practice even today in the gathering of information. Through visible and invisible 
surveillance, various agencies peep into spaces, people, actions, dialogues and other information. With the advent of posthumanism, 
limited human surveillance gave way to technology assisted all pervasive surveillance. Smart devices equipped with AI, internet 
connectivity, and various individual softwares and programmes help with a furtive and constant surveillance over people. Posthuman 
surveillance has invisibility of its operation, but for a general awareness that they somehow have access to some of people’s private 
information. But, the myth of professional ethics and the façade of privacy policy successfully maintain a trust that the data will not be 
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misused. Governments also provide for insidious mechanisms of surveillance. They vie for finding good reasons in national security, 
welfare of citizens, disaster management and so on. COVID 19 pandemic gave them the opportunity to make it mandatory for people 
to install some mobile phone applications in the pretext of ensuring the health care of its people. 
 

The pandemic situation has created an atmosphere conducive to the flourishing of AI totalitarianism. The COVID-19 
pandemic is a global pandemic the spread of which is in a very great magnitude. Human beings become helpless in taking any 
measures to curtail the spread of the virus without the help of technology. Large scale data processing, intelligent predictions, and 
large-scale tracking or surveillance are required to understand anything about the nature and spread of the virus. Extrapolations from 
large scale data can only be done through the most advanced algorithms and technology based on them. Such technology can only be 
possessed by a powerful agency which can wield an authoritarian power upon people. Governments are endorsed by people to employ 
any totalitarian measures in collecting all the data needed to curtail the spread of the virus, to restrain irresponsible actions on the part 
of their citizens and to ensure their safety. Questioning the government measures on any ground, valid or invalid, is considered to be 
an action against humanity. Governments’ compulsion to be subjected to their surveillance gets easily vindicated given their good 
purpose. 

 
When the human is powerless to fight the pandemic, their hope completely reposes in the nonhuman technology. Human 

beings’ willing subservience to technology which they believe to have the potential to resolve their problem makes them sacrifice 
overt human values like right to privacy, individual freedom, freedom of expression, right to dissent and so on. In turn, technology 
with its massive surveillance, artificial intelligence-based predictions, data collection and data analysis put human beings under a siege 
thereby constructing people required behavioural patterns suitable for the dictatorial controller. Thus, the totalitarian nature of 
posthuman technology is dissimulated by forging an endorsement of it invoking the inevitability of such nonhuman practices in coping 
with the pandemic. 
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