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Abstract  

Telangana is one of the important States in the Handloom Industry. Handloom industry has providing employment in directly 
2.41 lakhs and indirectly 6 lakhs. There are about 82,435 handloom weavers in cooperative fold and 1, 58,902 in outside cooperative 
fold. There are 475 Weavers Cooperative Societies in the State consisting of Cotton-253, Silk-50, and Wool-44. Besides this, there are 
128-Tailor and other societies. There is one Apex society i.e., TSCO for marketing the handloom products. The weaving community 
is spread across Sircilla, Pochampally, Gadwal and Narayanpet regions in the state. Handloom textiles produced by them, such as 
Ikat, are world famous and in demand globally. However, the community has been severely distressed by debt, unemployment 
and worse. Sunday’s announcement from the state governments, coming as it does more than two years after the formation of 
Telangana, is likely to give them a much-needed boost. This research paper to be discussed “ 
 
Keywords: Handloom Weavers, Textile Parks, Textile Policy, Weavers Problems, Migration Politics, Handloom Reservation, 
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Introduction 

“To care about weaving, to make weavings, is to be in touch with a long human tradition. We people 
have woven, first baskets and then cloth, for at least ten thousand years. This book will give you many 
ways to become connected with that tradition.”  

― Prof. Phylis Morrison 
 

The Handloom Industry of India is essentially a traditional one. It is also a cottage industry in the best sense of the term, as 
the work is done largely in the home of the weaver himself. The loom just like the plough symbolizes the ethos of India. In fact, the 
handloom industry along with agriculture is the mainstay of our rural economy. The handloom textile is unique to mill made textiles 
and it has a very good glorious heritage, over the years. Handloom goods are no longer the choice of the poor alone, but a favourite of 
the elite in India and abroad. Next to agriculture the handloom industry accounts most of rural employment and income. It meets about 
a quarter of the clothing needs of the country. The handloom industry is a part of textile trade. Handloom weaving is the India’s 
biggest cottage and labour-intensive sector, which has been playing a very important role in the country’s economy by forming part of 
India’s rich heritage and exemplifying the rich artistry of the weavers. As an economic activity, the handloom sector occupies a place 
second only to agriculture in terms of employment. From the time immemorial, Andhra Pradesh has been a prominent State for 
production of handloom cloth. The present study based principally on socio-economic conditions of handloom weavers and various 
issues relating to organization of handloom industry in India in general and Andhra Pradesh in particular – is a modest attempt to 
present an integrated and comprehensive analysis of this most important household industry of the State. The study also analyzed the 
consequences of different policies implemented by the successive Governments, as a measure of discerning their impact on the growth 
and development of handloom industry. 

 
  Telangana is one of the important States in the Handloom Industry. Handloom industry has providing employment in directly 
2.41 lakhs and indirectly 6 lakhs. There are about 82,435 handloom weavers in cooperative fold and 1, 58,902 in outside cooperative 
fold. There are 475 Weavers Cooperative Societies in the State consisting of Cotton-253, Silk-50, and Wool-44. Besides this, there are 
128-Tailor and other societies. There is one Apex society i.e., TSCO for marketing the handloom products. The weaving community 
is spread across Sircilla, Pochampally, Gadwal and Narayanpet regions in the state. Handloom textiles produced by them, such as 
Ikat, are world famous and in demand globally. However, the community has been severely distressed by debt, unemployment 
and worse. Sunday’s announcement from the state governments, coming as it does more than two years after the formation of 
Telangana, is likely to give them a much-needed boost. According to Telangana Chief Minister KCR, the weaving community 
would be divided into three categories those who work on handlooms, those who now work on the powerlooms and those who 
left their age-old profession and are looking for alternative jobs. 
 

For the handloom weavers, the government has decided to offer financial assistance to those weaving general cloth. 
Subsidy will be given on yarn and chemicals and the government will purchase the cloth weaved by them. The power looms, that 
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are predominantly based in Siricilla, will be upgraded “Our power looms should be on par with the Rapier looms,” the Chief 
Minister said, adding that the management of the power looms too could get more profits with Rapier looms. For those, who have 
switched over to alternative employment, as they could not survive on the income gained from weaving, the government will help 
them Handloom industry has traditional significance with ancient cultural heritage in the country.  It is predominantly domestic 
oriented industry using agriculture raw material. It provides direct and indirect employment to over 12 million weavers and the largest 
economic activity second only to agriculture. In the earlier days, the weavers were organized into purchase and sale societies leading 
to malpractice of purchasing cloth from others and arranging its disposal through the apex society.  

 
Need of the study   

The study is confined to purely pertaining to the problems and issues of cooperative handloom weavers in the district. 
Despite several measures taken by the Government by the way of support and direct financial assistance to the handloom weavers, 
they are suffering from many problems and sustaining continuous losses such as improper supply of raw material, lack of proper 
marketing facilities, untimely payment of wages and suffering from occupational diseases. Handloom weaving requires long and 
patient hours of work in various harmful positions on traditional looms.  The standard of living of the weavers is significantly low. 
This pathetic condition of cooperative weavers in the state of Telangana with reference to Karimnagar requires a research in the 
problems confronting cooperative handloom weavers and suitable measures to plug the loopholes. 

 
Methodology of the study  

The research study is based on both primary and secondary source. The primary source includes field survey by visiting 
cooperative handloom societies collecting data from weavers in the form of schedules. The secondary source includes information 
collecting from official websites and published books and journals. Tools of research are random sampling method, averages, and 
percentages. After formation of Telangana the Government has taken various measures to protect the handloom sector and welfare of 
the cooperative handloom weavers. When the master weavers shifted to power looms, the rural handloom weavers are still working on 
handlooms at cooperative societies. For protecting handloom weavers from the encroachment on their livelihood by the power looms 
and mill sector, the government should strictly implement the handloom reservation act of 1985.  The government has to reorganize 
the defective handloom cooperative societies to curb corruption and malpractices.  

 
Handloom industry is the largest traditional and cottage industry by serving the Indian economy direct and indirect 

employment to over 12 million weavers in India. It is predominantly domestic oriented economic activity second only to agriculture 
using agricultural products as raw material.  With regard to production, this sector meets one – third of the total cloth requirements of 
the masses in the country which is a basic good. August15, 1947 marked a turning point for the handloom weavers in India. Mahatma 
Gandhi’s use of CHARAKA, the spinning wheel as symbol of national regeneration and the subsequent focus on the handloom 
weavers during the freedom movement was largely responsible for the breakthrough. 

 
                      In the earlier days the weavers were organized into purchase and sale societies leading to malpractice of purchasing cloth 
from others and arranging its disposal through the apex society. Thus, the very purpose of organizing weaver’s cooperatives for 
providing work to weavers was defeated as the members of the societies did not receive employment from the societies. At this stage 
to ensure the cloth produced for sale by the apex society in its selling units, the purchase and sale societies were converted into 
production and sale societies. These were made obligatory to distribute yarn to the members, get cloth produced on their looms and 
take it back for sale either in their selling units or in the selling units of apex society. Presently the handloom societies made 
arrangements by providing looms at societies for weavers to weave. 
 
Need of the Research study 

At the time of independence there were about 30 lakh handlooms in India and 50 lakh people and 20 lakh dependents 
depended on handlooms. The situation worsened gradually. The number of handlooms was decreased to 7 lakhs presently. There were 
many reasons for the decline of handlooms.  In Telangana the state of handloom sector is not fair and encouraging due to multifarious 
reasons.  After formation of Telangana several measures are taken by the government by the way of support and direct financial 
assistance to the handloom weavers and implementing various schemes, still they are suffering from many problems. The standards of 
living of the cooperative handloom weavers are significantly low and they are suffering from unemployment and underemployment 
with improper supply of raw material. The other problems from which they are suffering are lack of marketing facilities for their 
products, untimely payment of wages, poor working conditions and occupational diseases. This pathetic condition of cooperative 
handloom weavers in the state of Telangana demands a detailed study in the problems confronting handloom weavers and suitable 
measures to correct the defects. 
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 According to the census of 2011, the population of Karimnagar district is 38.11 lakhs. Handlooms created miracles. 
Handloom weaving is a smart and skilled work. About 7000 weavers are working on handlooms in villages and at cooperative 
societies.  The handloom sector in the Karimnagar district is facing several problems such as accumulation of stocks, lack of 
government support, competition from power looms and untimely supply of raw material and delay in payment of wages. The 
handloom societies are running in losses and many of them were closed down due to lack of government support and corruption of 
elected bodies. The master weavers shifted to power looms but the rural handloom weavers still working on handlooms. The 
handloom weavers today are not happy and facing a series of problems. Some handloom weavers are committing suicides because of 
financial problems and unemployment. The children of the present weavers do not like to come to this profession which is not viable 
to earn income to maintain their families though the entire family works on handloom.   
  
                    In 1970’s about 200 handloom societies provided employment to the weavers. Today about 30 cooperative handloom 
societies at Huzurabad, Veenavanka, Korkal, Kamalapur, Marripelligudem, Gopalapur, Karimnagar, Manakondur, Uturu, Pachunur, 
Kondapalkala, Sultanabad, Kanukula, Koheda, Tangallapally, Husnabad, Vemulavada, Hanmajipet, Mamadipally, Jammikunta, 
Rangapur, Kothapally, Mannempally, Duddenpally, Amudalapally, Choppadandi, Kothapally(K), Elagandula, Padmanagar are 
providing employment to the weavers but the number of employment days are low in a year. About 3500 weavers are presently 
working at societies.  If these societies provide employment the weavers feed their families. The livelihoods of the weavers depend on 
the proper functioning and performance of the societies.  This sector has to be protected to save the lives of present generation of 
handloom weavers for 10-15 years.  
 
Objectives of the Study  

 To evaluate the existing status of cooperative handloom sector in the district.  
 To analyze the various problems of cooperative handloom weavers in the study area. 
 To study the working conditions at working sites in the study area.  
 To suggest appropriate measures to improve the present situation. 

 
Sources of Data 

The study is based on both primary and secondary data. The primary data is collected through Structured Questionnaire 
regarding the problems of cooperative handloom weavers. The data has been also collected through the personal discussions with 
President and Secretary and elected Board members to elicit their opinions on the problems of weavers and societies. The secondary 
data is collected from published books and journals, press clippings, official websites of Handloom and Textile Department.  

 
b) Sample Design: The Simple random sampling method is used for selecting the samples. The data is collected from old 

Karimnagar district which has four districts now viz Karimnagar, Siricilla, Jagityal, Peddapally.  
c) Sample Size: A sample of 10% weavers is selected from each society of using random sampling method.  So, the total 

number of respondents selected for the study came to 350. 
d)Tools of Analysis:  The data is analyzed using simple statistical tools such as averages, percentages and factor analysis.  

   
         Dispersion of Societies 
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Sex and Social group: The total respondents belong to male category and BC communities are chosen in the study area.   
 

Type of House 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid Rekula Shed 44 12.6 12.6 12.6 
Toiled 225 64.3 64.3 76.9 
RCC 81 23.1 23.1 100.0 
Total 350 100.0 100.0  

Source: Primary data 
 

It is observed from the above data that 9.1% of the respondents are living in rented houses while 90.9% of the respondents 
are living in their own houses. A study is also done in which type of houses they are living. Most of the weavers 64.3% are living in 
toiled type of houses. 23.1% of the weavers in RCC type of houses and 12.6% weavers are living in Rekula sheds. It can be concluded 
that the cooperative handloom weavers are having poor housing conditions. The toiled houses were constructed with muddy walls 
many years ago which are not good condition to live in. Many of them need patch works, repairing and renovation. It was said the 
weavers constructed RCC houses with the help of loan taken from money lenders or with the financial support of their sons with one 
or two rooms. 
 

Occupational Diseases of the Respondents 

 
Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid Eye Diseases 29 8.3 8.3 8.3 
Physical pains 121 34.6 34.6 42.9 
Respiratory  Problems 22 6.3 6.3 49.1 
Low B.P 10 2.9 2.9 52.0 
Multiple Diseases 168 48.0 48.0 100.0 
Total 350 100.0 100.0  

Source: Primary data 
 

It is noticed that 48% of the weavers are suffering from multiple occupational health problems which includes eye diseases 
such as eye sight, early cataract, physical pains like back pain, knee pain, joint pain and respiratory problems such as asthma, damage 
of lungs and low blood pressure having stress to complete the targeted weaving to get minimum wages per day. As this occupation 
requires more physical work in various positions 34.6% of the weavers are suffering from physical pains cited above. During the 
course of weaving the droplets and dust comes out and forms around the looms which causes for their respiratory problems such as 
asthma and damage of lungs. It accounts 6.3% of the total respondents who are weaving for 30 years. Weaving is a skilled and smooth 
work which needs a long patience. It puts stress and pain on the eyes out of which 8.3% of the weavers are suffering from eye 
diseases. 

 
Secondary Occupation of the Weavers 

Handloom weaving is the primary source of income as it is reported in the preceding headings of the chapter but the earnings 
on handloom weaving are very low. In order to meet the deficit of the income it is surveyed whether the weavers have alternate 
employment sources to meet their minimum living standards.  Depending on the convenience some of the weavers partially work in 
other fields of activities such as agricultural labors, mason labors, factory labors. They completely depend on the income of handloom 
weaving.  The societies are providing regular work to the weavers, so they are not willing to choose any other activity of employment. 
Those weavers who have subsidiary occupations for them the income coming from subsidiary occupations is almost negligible. These 
are listed below the sources of income of the cooperative handloom weavers in the research area 
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Secondary Occupation of the Weavers 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid Weaving only for 
cooperative 

338 96.6 96.6 96.6 

Private weaving 3 .9 .9 97.4 
Agricultural/Non-
agricultural labor 

5 1.4 1.4 98.9 

Small business 3 .9 .9 99.7 
Tailoring 1 .3 .3 100.0 
Total 350 100.0 100.0  

Source: Primary data 
 

It is presented that 96% of cooperative weavers are weaving cooperatives without any subsidiary occupation. Only 4% of the 
weavers are attending other works in addition to cooperative weaving. The weavers doing small scale business like selling coconut oil 
and broom sticks house to house to feed the family. The worth noting point is that the weaving income is very much low to maintain 
living standards so that they are doing other works in idle days.   

 
Problems of Profession facing by the Respondents 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid Late payment of wages 44 12.6 12.6 12.6 
Irregular supply of raw material 14 4.0 4.0 16.6 
Low wage rates 269 76.9 76.9 93.4 
Delay in loom setting 7 2.0 2.0 95.4 
All of the above 16 4.6 4.6 100.0 
Total 350 100.0 100.0  

Source: Primary data 
 

It is analyzed that 12.6% of the weavers opined that they were being faced late payment of wages with respect to small size 
of societies. It can be seen from the data that 76.9% of the weavers that they were facing mainly low wages problem on handloom 
weaving which is not viable at any cost. It is concluded that the weavers are facing significantly low margin income from weaving. 
96% of the weavers feel that they are getting regular employment and getting regular supply of raw material. The irregular supply of 
raw material is occurred in case of small size of cooperative societies such as Husnabad cooperative society. 

 
Satisfaction level of the Weavers regarding Wage rates of Cloth weaving 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid Very High satisfactory 3 .9 .9 .9 
Satisfactory 39 11.1 11.1 12.0 
Low satisfactory 124 35.4 35.4 47.4 
Very low satisfactory 167 47.7 47.7 95.1 
No satisfaction 17 4.9 4.9 100.0 
Total 350 100.0 100.0  

Source: Primary data  
 

It is indicated from the above data that 47.7% of the weavers expressed their view that they felt very low satisfactory 
regarding the existing wage rates of cloth weaving. 35.4% of the weavers opined that the wage rates are low satisfactory. The 
respondents revealed that the ages are increased significantly comparatively earlier years but not with respect to increase in inflation 
rate. Only 11.1% of the weavers were satisfactory pertaining to the current wage rates that are weaving polyester cloth and getting 
more wage rates. As the inflation rate is increasing more than the increase in the wage rates the real wages of the weavers decreasing 
which led to poor living standards of the cooperative weavers.  
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Facilities provided by the Societies at working places  
It is also studied that the facilities provided by the handloom societies at working places. The weavers do not have adequate 

space in their two rooms housing condition as it is represented in the previous chapter of this study. They come to society to weave in 
the sheds constructed by the societies. The proper working conditions and facilities ensure the productivity of the weavers such as safe 
drinking water, toilet facility, fan/proper ventilation and newspaper. The following data explains the facilities at the working sites. 

 
               Rating of the Respondents regarding facilities provided by the Societies 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid Very good 10 2.9 2.9 2.9 
Good 137 39.1 39.1 42.0 
Fair 67 19.1 19.1 61.1 
Poor 122 34.9 34.9 96.0 
Very poor 14 4.0 4.0 100.0 
Total 350 100.0 100.0  

Source: Primary data 
 

It can be understood from the table and bar chart that 39.1% of the respondents felt that the facilities are good at the societies. 
38.9% of the weavers are not satisfactory regarding fan or ventilation facility in small societies in which they have to weave under the 
iron sheets in hot summer season. As a result, they could not work for more hours due to heat conditions. These can be found at 
Husnabad, Duddenapally, Kondapalkala,Kothapally and Jagtial. The handloom cooperative societies such as Huzurabad, 
Jammikunta,Utoor and Pachunur have good facilities. 

 
Suggestions  

Though the government has taken measures like enhancement of weavers’ pension to Rs.2000, increase the thrift deposit to 
Rs.16 under TFSSS (Telangana Handloom Weavers Thrift Fund Saving and Security Scheme) giving hank yarn subsidy 40% to 
weavers under Input subsidy linked wage compensation scheme called as Chenetha Mitra Scheme. The handloom weavers are 
suffering from the problems enumerated above. The following steps may be taken.   

1. The defective societies should be re-organized by the government.  The Chairman and Directors should be the active weavers 
of the society.  

2. Minimum facilities have to be provided by the society such as drinking water, fans and coolers. 
3. The government should sanction additional quantum of pension 20% after every five years from minimum eligibility of age of 

pension. 
4. As the weavers are suffering from many occupational diseases, health insurance policies should be implemented strictly. 

Earlier the handloom weavers were given health cards but not successfully implemented. 
5. The society has to allocate funds for the welfare of the weavers in its annual budget. 
6. Interested weavers should be trained to produce present marketed oriented products. 
7. All the weavers have to be covered life insurance up to the age of 75 on 50% premium should be borne by the government and 

other 50% should be borne by the weaver. 
8. In the place of work sheds single bed room houses should be sanctioned who are living in thatched houses. 
9. Personal loans may be given to start small business at their homes for 25 paisa interests. 
10. The society has to provide two pair of clothes with dress code in a year and organize collective gathering all the weavers of the 

families to spend happy moments with each other.  
 
Summing Up  

This is a source of livelihood for thousands of people in Telangana. It has significant role in meeting the cloth requirement of 
the masses. Still the traditional heritage handloom weaving is kept alive by those professionally skilled rural handloom weavers. But 
the socio-economic conditions are very poor and facing multifarious problems. So, it needs multi-pronged approach to address the 
problems and protect the handloom sector of our cultural heritage. 
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