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Abstract 
The influx of large number of undocumented illegal migrants into Manipur causes contemporary social and political tensions. 

The porous national and international boundaries, ill border demarcation etc. pave the easiest way for in-migrants to infiltrate the state 
causing serious socio-economic and political dispute between the existing communities. The illegal immigrants are a threat to the 
diversity of indigenous population. The uncontrolled and unregulated ever-expanding population of mainland beyond patience lead to 
the demand of Inner Line Permit System in the State. There is a need for a regulatory policy to calm down the tension caused by this 
infiltration without causing any more trouble. Therefore, a proper Government policy or documentation is required to balance the 
environment of both the immigrants and indigenous population without jeopardising the growth and development of the state.  
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Introduction 

Migration is a natural phenomenon and is a complex process in the evolutionary biology. People have been migrated from 
one place to another and made the word interconnected. There exists the social, culture, economic and political issues due to 
migrations. It does give a serious threats/issue to the small state like Manipur causing population imbalance that ultimately increase 
urban unemployment, economic competition, poor supply of basic primary needs [1]. The objective of the paper is to study the 
contemporary social upheavals in the state addressing the issues of increase population density and tackling the contextual social 
conflicts. We know that the history of the world is the history of migration [2]. Manipur is small state with less population density as 
compare to mainland. The state has been blessed with number of ethic group inclusive of migrants and the indigenous people. The 
Meitei’s, Pangals, Kukis and Nagas are major ethics tribes. Nepalis, Bengalis, Telis (Bhojpuri’s) and Punjabis also dominate trade, 
ever since the British’s intention to introduce capitalist market system in the state, Nepalis were brought as sepoys (soldiers) and 
labourers by allotting a plot of land to them by the then King of Manipur [3 -6]. Those people were assumed to be the foreigners by 
the indigenous people since they were once covered by the Foreigner’s Act of Manipur. The revoked of the Act could not remove the 
indigenous people’s assumption instantly and thus continued [7-9]. This social stigma marked the establishment of social upheavals 
(hatred) sprouted among ethnic group and the immigrants [8-10]. The uprising of social tension created not only among the local 
tribes and migrants but also within the integrity of brotherhood of hills and the valley [11-13]. 

 
It was also claimed that the migrant’s voters enjoyed the franchise of the political party by some political leaders. F.G. Bailey 

et.al (1957) shown that in a village of Orissa, the population expansion leads to the growth of commerce, while the development of 
national administration results in the breakdown of political isolation, with important effects upon village organisation [14]. This 
growth of commerce created by the immigrants initially threats to the local people in connection with the village industry. That was 
the time where the issue ofconflict between local and newly arrived migrants started. 

 
The socio-economic insecurities faced by the locals and their inability to face the competition with migrants started the hatred 

felling and the discrimination among them. According to Bogue (1959) migration is an instrument of cultural diffusion and social 
integration which yields more meaningful redistribution of the population and proves that it was the factor of social change [15]. It is 
more meaningful only when the receiver or receiving populace clearly understands the reasons of being migrated and the complex 
nature of migration bring more diversification in terms of culture, race, ethnicity and the complexity of the different species co 
existing in the same environment sharing and depending on common resource. The resource is the power house of any living being. 
Being limited resource, opportunities and cultural unidentate there arises the competition-the social tension among the different 
communities. 

 
Nature and factors for the extend of migration 

UN multilingual demographic dictionary defines “migration as a form of geographical mobility or spatial mobility between 
one geographical unit and another, generally involving a change in residence from the place of origin or place of departure to the place 
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of destruction or place of arrival.”Theory of migration factors are correlated with most of the pull and push theory [16]. This theory 
gave both the positive and negative modulation factors of migrations. Good education, health, employment, transport is the positive 
indicator of a pull factor. Push factor like poverty, war, poor resource, disharmony and communal tension force the people to migrate 
in search of those pull factor. 

 
 is also induced by personal reasons and psychological or spiritual purpose. Migration controls the population dynamics 

because it involves the stream of movement and counter stream of population. It is rational all the time but might be forced or 
compelled to migrate by very unfortunate factors.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table1. Comparing the various indicators for population indexing – the state versus the mainland India based on 2011 census 
report. Manipur is a state with minimal negligible populates as compare to the national figure. Nevertheless, it shows positive literacy 
rate and sex ratio nearly equal to and better than the Centre.  
 

 
 

Fig.1: Comparison of the national and state sex ratio 
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MANIPUR NATIONAL FIGURE INDICATORS 
27.2 lakhs 136.64 crores Total population 
14,38,586 717.10 million Male 
14,17,208 497 million Female 
985 943 Overall sex ratio 
1026 926 Urban sex ratio 
969 947 Rural sex ratio 
76.94% 72.99% Overall literacy 
83.58% 80.89% Male literacy 
70.27% 64.64% Female literacy 
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Fig. 2: Comparison of the national and state literacy rate 

 
Local perceptions towards the illegal migrants 

Migrants known as “Mayang” cannot fully integrate into the host or local community. In olden days, there was no adverse 
effect because of the resettlement but local perception towards the migrants have been changed and conflicts of space, resource and 
power came to light. The unexpected increased in the population of the migrants was reported without following the trends of birth 
and death. The people of hills and valley share a high spatial pressure and often challenged with the land resource conflicts; taking this 
as an advantage to divide and conquer politically as well as socially the mayangnised migrant people is gaining or maintaining the 
power by breaking up large concentrating of local power into fractions thereby implementing the strategies to rule [17]. 

 
“Mayang” - the migrant people were assumed to be foreigners by the local people of Manipur because of the documentation 

under the Foreigners Act of Manipur [18]. Social upheavals were sprouted and thus the formation of the community-based 
organisation likes FRIENDS (Federation of Regional Indigenous Society), Manipur. Migrants were imported for political advantage 
by some politician and is also reported that 71% of the total voters in Jiribam Sub Division are found to be migrant. The fear of losing 
its own territorial integrity felt by the people of Manipur was one of the most negative perception since the association with the merger 
policy. The sense of xenophobia was also felt by the indigenous people [19]. 

 
Britishers accompany Bengalis as educated Serviceman popularly known as Babu Shahab and Telis as traders dealing with 

grocery items employed under British with the intention to introduced capitalist market in the state. 
 

There are consequences of historical politics like conflict smacking issues, trend of revivalism movements for traditional 
beliefs and culture in modern Manipur. The unfollow of undergoing transformation emphasising the traditional beliefs like the 
replacement of Holi festival by organising “Yaosang Sports” rather than playing with colours. Durga Puja is replacing by Panthoibi 
Eratpa (indigenous Goddess) [20]. The concept of integrated Manipur is the only means for the progress and development state with 
the expectation of pluralist society of communal harmony. However, there will exist conflicts of political unrest remain unsolved due 
to the lack of healthy economy and politics. Migration mostly confined to the valley – Imphal city and belong to businessman, semi-
skilled or unskilled labourer. According to Scott migrants rely on socio – cultural and political forces relating to their safety and 
security of its diverse population within the framework of assimilation and acculturation [21-23]. Migrants could take any kinds of job 
and capacitated them in the struggle to acclimatize the situation of Manipur. The cowardice nature of indigenous populace not to do 
any blue colour jobs as already done by the migrants and thus migrants become professionally fitter than those localities. Ultimately, 
the immigrants grow to be a part and place of the society. By ethnic competition theory, chauvism and ethnics exclusionism are strong 
enough to hold socio-economic position similar to ethnic minorities [24]. 

 
Social tensions and issues  

One of the major social pressures faced by the indigenous people is its own political identity being at stanchion. The local 
perception towards undocumented migrants was abomination and ill feeling due to the fear psychosis or inferiority complex. The 
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insecure attitudes imbue the mind of the locals. The improper policy of the state and Centre cause serious social and political disparity 
towards the negligible number of hosts. The interaction of hosts and migrants negatively modulates the socio-economic competition 
and thus mongers the ill feeling towards the migrants [25]. The aggressive competitive nature of the migrants outdistances the host in 
terms of semi-skilled art, trade, business and micro finance. The peculiar socio-economic, political and enumeration effort as 
compared to the indigenous people acquire a unique invasive means of adaptation. The institutions run by the outsiders like Christian 
Missionary schools, Bengali Hinduvtas, Marwari traders profuse the indigenous people of the state due to lengthen conquest and 
steady influence [26]. Movement of the people across the border crossing the civil divisions become undertaking principles of the 
several controversies at the extent to the host society. The local inhabitants could not take part in the competition due to the highly 
skilled and capitalists’ migrants. The daily need resource was controlled by the highly skilled Marwari, Punjabi, Bengali traders and 
their strong determination to overtake resource from the host with the introduced systematic administration. Therefore, in no way, the 
indigenous people could tackle those skilful migrants. In future, Manipur might condemn the administrative policy for free intrusion 
of migrants into the state with the slogan Go back “Mayang Bhaiya” who engross the substantial vital position in the commercial 
sector. When the migrants took over the entire semi-skilled labour job, it shows negative modulation towards the host due to highly 
competitive market [27]. The mass celebration/organisation of religious events like Durga Puja, Chath Puja etc. shows insecurity of 
the being supremacy of the migrants towards the outnumbered indigenous people. Many unlawful activities, unending entry of the 
migrants with political interest and the claim of the migrants for state membership led to the demand of the Inner Line Permit System 
(ILPS) by various student bodies and social organisations. 

 
Student mass rally with the demand of ILP were organised and many got injured in the mayhem with the death of one person. 

On the 8th July, 2015, the state police fired rubber bullets and tear gas while controlling the agitators which caused the death of a 
young student protestor named Robin hood. It was also reported that several protestors led by the Joint Committee on ILP system in 
Manipur sustained injuries. Even the demand committee declared 5 days curfew against the Mayangs and demanded that they leave 
their respective houses with immediate effect. It shows that large scale migration affects the policies of the host society. The extent of 
impact however depends on the sensitivity of the area, political system and type of society. There is always a social pressure of 
Integration- the concept of living together, developing a form of atmosphere adopting strategies that will achieve a successful 
adaptation [28]. The extent of integration among the migrants and the host is decided by the concept of being oneness, cultural 
affinities and mutual respect. 
 
Conclusion 

Today every locality was touched by migration and globalisation. The prospects of migrant’s mobility were embedded with 
the diverse socio-economic structures that bridges different community across the globe. It can be concluded that routes of migration 
were determined by the historical, cultural, socio-economic and political linkages between different localities, industries, targeted 
service, migrant institution and as well as by the mass media. The system of that promotes privatisation, de-regulation and liberisation 
affects the local indigenous people who were unskilled and inexperienced as compare to the migrant worker. The migrant people seem 
to have dual identity since they live in this system. In the context of Manipur, the dual identity of the migrant worker could be seen as 
one in the context of the state and other as the mainland India. Migrants share both the attitude of dominance and minority. There 
exists a lot of evidence showing chance of penetration into the host system by the migrants who have been perceived as friends or 
neighbours by the host community. 

 
In spite of chronological generation, there also exist among the migrants who have been pointed out or identified as 

foreigners by the localities. The prolong marginality, distinctiveness and isolation of the state for the sake of the migrants proving 
space for peaceful resettlement could be disastrous reason of the later problem. In the state, migrant now has enough space and more 
or less become a part of the indigenous society because of their high skilled in trade and commerce activities. In terms of 
anthropological and political subject interest, the issues related to migrant culture and ongoing political talks or policies like ILP 
system are strictly taken into consideration in the light for the welfare of both the migrant and host. As a matter of fact, there still need 
and updated documented policy in the ILP system that does not affect socio-economic growth and development of the indigenous 
people. We must focus and try to understand the invasiveness characteristics and behaviour of the migrants in the penetration of the 
host. Having said that the idea of integrated Manipur is the main hope for every citizen living in hills, valley expecting a collective 
cultural harmony despite being touched by political unrest. The citizen does not want the idea of cultural incompetence because of the 
foreign culture and keeping in mind the beautiful idea of all culture having distinct moral, value and significances. In the light of 
peaceful cultural prosperity, development and harmony, we believe each culture to be sensitised through the motion of cultural 
relativism and co-existence. 
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