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Abstract 
 Jotirao Phule left for heavenly abode about 114 years ago and people are forced to discuss the struggles and movements led 
by Jotirao Phule in 19th Century to redeem mankind from miseries faced by them in the 21st   Century. Joti Rao Phule can be 
considered the father of Indian Social Renaissance movement as he was the first Shudra, who revolted against Chaturvarna Vyvastha 
in Hindu society, Brahmin supremacy and graded inequalities on the basis of a person's birth in a particular caste. While some of his 
predecessors fought against caste system, it is only Phule that has gone deep into the roots of the Hindu religion and tried to eradicate 
the social disparities prevailing at that time.  
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Introduction 
Statement of Problem 

“Caste is not a physical object like a well of bricks or a line of barbed wire which prevents the Hindus 
from commingling and which has therefore to be pulled down. Caste is a nation; it is a state of the mind.”  

 
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar 

 
Phule was born in 1887 to Govind Rao and Chinna Bai, who belong to 'Mali Community'. During his school days he was 

inspired by the American freedom movement the life history of Shivaji, George Washington, writing of Thomas Pavnes- "rights of 
man" and John Stuvart Mill -- "on Liberty".  By the time Phule completed his education the ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity 
were deeply implanted in his mind. The Patriotic desire to do something remarkable for his motherland was also kinded in his mind. 
There was a decisive incident which shaped his further course of action. He was invited to participate in the marriage procession of a 
Brahmin friend, but the Brahmins thrown him out of the procession saying that he being a 'sudra community' cannot dare to participate 
in their procession. He was told on his face that a sudra could never reach the level of a Brahmin, a sudra's position is much below and 
behind the Brahmin. Jyotiba swallowed the insult and left weeping, he reported the whole story to his father," the father tried to 
console his son, by explaining the social traditions and caste rules. A Brahmins word was to be obeyed accepted and respected. In fact 
during peshwa's rule breaking caste rules was a serious crime and punishment for that was to crush the offender's head under 
Elephant’s feet.  
 
 'But Jyotiba could not accept it. Why should sudras and dalits take these insults and accept the injunctions imposed on them 
by the power and attorney of the Brahmins? Why can’t they throw it off and live with self-respect? The fire of revolt started burning 
within him. He thought and he understood rules of religion were framed by the Brahmins in order to perpetuate their authority and 
power this has to be exposed and awareness of the social equality must be generated in the minds of those on whom these rules were 
imposed, the sudras and ati-sudras. The denial in education for centuries has made them timid and mentally weak willing to live in 
obeiscence accepting all conditions imposed on them. This cannot be allowed to continue. To dispel this weakness education is the 
only remedy. If religion is the reason for this, the course of religion is wrong it has to be resisted and he must revolt against any 
injustice in the name of religion and tradition and to open the portals of the education to all. 
 
 This was the turning point in the life of Jotirao Phule as well as the lives of teaming millions of the people who are producing 
the wealth of this country through, sheer hard work and labour. From' that day onwards he relentlessly worked for their upliftment, 
decided the course of action to fight the evil system of dividing the people into various castes and sub-castes, though all men are born 
alike. While few people were enjoying all the comforts of life, majority of the people of this country were denied of education, temple 
entry and to lead an honourable life on par with the advanced communities. The position of untouchables was much more horrible and 
they were not allowed to walk on the streets, while the upper caste people are moving on the roads. They have to tie palmarah leaves 
to their waist to wipe off their footsteps from the roads and hang an earthern pot in their neck to spit as they are not expected to spit on 
the roads. People used to consider that their very sight itself is a sm. Phule named the backward classes as Sudras, the untouchables as 
anti-sudras.  
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He realized the first and foremost reason for them to suffer, humiliations is illiteracy, ignorance and superstitions. He realized 
that the narrow and pedantic thinking of upper castes became a hindrance for the Hindu Unity and for the establishment of an 
egalitarian society. He also realized that the Brahmins claimed superiority and supremacy over the others. They were controlling the 
movements of the other people and they will decide the fate of these people. The low caste people have to simply obey their command 
and do what they say without questioning their authority, and therefore, he started questioning the Brahmins' supremacy over others.  
He challenged the Brahmins to read Vedas and Upanishads sitting along with others like the Christians, so that the disparities and the 
injustices will be exposed.  Jotirao Phule could notice how the women folk belonging to all castes were subjected to all sorts of 
atrocities in the patriarchal society who constitute half of the population. He propagated that unless they are educated, there would not' 
be any real change in the social order.  
 

So, with a view to educate the sudras, ati-sudras and the women, he started educational institutions. This created a tremor 
among the upper castes and tried to put spokes to see that the actions of Phule will not become a reality. Jotirao Phule is not only a 
propounder of theories, a great philosopher with foresight and have the courage and will power to put his ideas into action. Since the 
upper caste people raised an objection for male teachers in the girls’ schools, he used to teach the lessons to his wife Savitri Bai to be 
taught on the next day to the pupils during nights and transformed her not only as a first woman teacher in the country, but also the 
first dalit woman to become a teacher. The upper caste people instead of appreciating her gesture went on humiliating, insulting and. 
scolding in all possible ways. When they could not stop her going to the school, they brought pressures on the parents of Phule to stop 
his son and daughter-in-law from these activities. Since Jotirao Phule was not prepared to give up his mission, he left the house of the 
parents and there was some set back in running the schools due to financial crunch. But Jyoti Ba and his wife retaliated their move by 
taking up small avocations to stand on their own legs and after improving their' financial position, they reopened the schools in the 
year 1851. Gradually the efforts of Joti Ba attracted the attention of the intellectuals as well as the officers of the British Regime. In 
recognition of their services the British Government allotted land for construction of schools. But upper caste employees belonging to 
Hindu religion could succeed in not handing over the land to Jyotiba. He overcome all the hurdles in his mission to give education to 
sudras and ati-sudras and the same has taken firm roots in the society. The information with regard to selfless service rendered by J 
otirao Phule reached the Board of Directors in London and ultimately the British Government honoured him with two shawls on 
16.11.1852 for the yeoman service that is being rendered by him indeed a very rare honour conferred on Indians, as honouring an 
Indian with one Shawl itself is a great honour in the British regime. There seemed to be no similar instance where an Indian was 
honoured with two shawls. Joti Ba was writing articles in the papers regularly propagating preprimary education to all the children. 
Having responded to the movement led by Joti Ba the British Government introduced free and compulsory education for the children 
up to the age of ten years in 1880. The movement started in the middle of 19th Century could not become a reality, even in 21st 
Century in spite of the solemn promise given to the citizens of this country in the Constitution that the Government has to implement 
free and compulsory education to all the children up to 14 years.  
 

In the name of economic reforms, the government converted education as a profitable business by allowing private 
individuals and organizations to establish educational institutions. At the same time keeping an eye on our vote bank they are giving 
only empty slogans like 'education for all' under SARVA SIKSHA ABHIYAN, bring back school drop outs to school etc; of late 
concept schools. Now in the name of Globalisation the politicians started inviting the Multinationals to have franchise with private 
organizations to establish private universities. In fact, the vested interests well entrenched in seats of power in all the three wings of 
democratic form of government are making every effort to re- introduce 'CHATHURVARNA' in this country. The result of all these is 
that even primary education became beyond the reach of the children belonging to the poorer section of the society. But the backward 
class people who came up in all walks of life taking advantage of the struggles led by the social revolutionaries are not able to raise 
their voice against the retrograde actions of the government, as every one of us are having our own self agenda and want to use the 
B.C card to claim the ladder walking over others. Before Hunter Commission who came to study the educational problems in the 
country Phule in his representation explained how the Hindu system of education kept the majority of the people ignorant.  
 
Employment  

Phule agitated for due representation to all sections of the society in the state administration. He pleaded that qualified people 
from all the communities should be picked up and they should be appointed in all wings of state administration after imparting 
necessary training. The idea behind this move seems to be once the victim of caste rigours enters the corridors of power, he will 
protect his unfortunate brotheren from victimisation. This is evident from the letter written by him to Renadey another social reformer 
wherein he observed "the man whose feelings were hurt, alone knows his humiliation and no other person knows his wounded 
feelings. But today what is happening? The people who enjoyed the fruits of reservation in education and employment completely 
forgotten their roots and are joining the exploiting class. They are following the principles of make hay while sun shines. The result is 
that corruption is rampant and every day we are witnessing scam after scam making the lives of common man miserable  
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Women Problems 
Phule raised his voice against child marriages and widows’ problems before lord Rippon who called for the opinions of 

prominent social reformers about the problems of women.  Though the issues like sati, widowhood and orphan children relate to upper 
caste communities, Joti Ba worked for solving these issues wholeheartedly. Though Joti Ba hated the supremacy of Brahmins in the 
society, his heart brooded on seeing the plight of Brahmin women who became pregnant either after the death of her husband or due to 
the lust of men folk in their own families. He started an orphanage home for these victims. In fact, he displayed posters all over Pune 
city to the effect that the widows who became pregnant need not be afraid of the consequences - to stand by you there is an orphanage, 
where you can take the child along with you - if you are not interested you can leave the child in the orphanage - we will take care of 
these orphans. Though this act of Jotirao Phule caused ire in the minds of Brahmins, they could not venture to oppose Joti Ba as he 
raised in strature by that time. In fact, Joti Ba adopted an orphan boy from the orphanage. It is not out of context to mention that Jyoti 
Ba was not against Brahmins as such but he hated Brahminisam claiming supremacy. Today we don't see their supremacy least 
openly. But unfortunately, the advanced sections from weaker sections turned as neo- brahmins and they are distancing themselves 
from their own unfortunate brothers. Unfortunately, the upper castes will not accept them ultimately / they are neither there nor here  
 
Unorganised Labour 

While he was doing quarry contract, he deeply studied the living conditions of the workers and realized how the Brahmin 
clerks-supervisors are knocking away the public monies at the cost of the workers and he tried to awaken them by writing songs in the 
language known to them.  
 
Organised Labour 

While Joti Ba and his colleagues were traveling to Bombay often on the work of Satya Shodak Samaj, they studied the 
problems of the labour working in the industries and they were successful in solving their problems by repeatedly sending 
memorandums and representations to the British Government. After several agitations the Government recognized the right of the 
workers to go on strike is a lawful one. But now the Supreme Court ruled that the workers cannot go on strike.  
 
Agriculture 

Joti Ba used to teach modern techniques in the farming and to train them. He has taken 200 acres of land on lease and he 
himself started cultivating the land with modern implements.  Phule studied the problems and troubles of the farmers and presented a 
report to the Government. A very big public meeting of the farmers was arranged by the Phule at Junnar. A village official Bapu 
Kondaji co-operated with phule. From 1882 onwards under the auspicious of Satya Shodak Samaj, regular public meetings, were held 
on large scale to discuss the problems of farmers. In 1882 Phule and Bapu Kondaji together spoke in 83 public functions. In one of 
these meetings it was decided to boycott Brahmin Money Lender, and priests. The speeches were collected and published in book 
form "Cultivators whip Card", This book is the culmination of all Phule's ideas (A copy of this is preserved in Cambridge University). 
This book has inspired several farmers, merchants, not only in Maharashtra but in other areas also. In short it has become the force 
behind a cultural revolution. The problems of farmers all over India were the same, lack of own land, cattle feed, high lease charges, 
farmers being treated as untouchables, exploitation by Brahmin Feudal Lords, bribes to be paid to Brahmins, forced occupation of 
farm land by Brahmins, quarrels about lands/ filing cases against the farmers, high rate of interest for loans, snatching land through 
mortgages, imposing and exacting highland taxes. These are all common problems. The farmers have no suitable houses, no proper 
clothes, yields reduced due to lack of rain. If there is a famine unable to withstand the unfavourable conditions, the farmers families 
shift to the cities. The confrontation between farmers & Brahmins took place in 1884. The farmers boycotted Branmin & Baniya 
money lenders. In another village there was problem between the barbers and Brahmins. The barbers refused to shave the Brahmins 
and they had to do it by themselves.  
 
Municipal Councilor 

As a Municipal Councilor Joti Ba was the only person who used to study the budget proposals thoroughly and make 
suggestions on the priorities in the budgets. As a member of the Auditing Committee, he used to look deeply into the expenditure and 
was questioning the officers. He condemned in unequivocal terms, the wasteful expenditure in welcoming the big-wigs to the 
Municipality. On the other hand, he was of the opinion that monies can be spent on education of the poor people or for more useful 
things.  
 
Idol Worship 

Though Joti Ba did not question the existence of God, he strongly objected idol worship more so the intervention of Brahmin 
purohits or pravakthas between the God and disciples as well as rituals. He canvassed that since there is no intermediary between the 
parents and the child, there need not be a purohit between God and the man. He convinced people to pray God in their own local 
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language and there is no need for any Sanskritised slokas. He celebrated no of marriages without the assistance of purohits.  Today our 
people are going round temples, Babas, Ammas Astrologers, under the belief that they will change their fate, and they will redeem 
them of their sins. For that purpose, they spend lakhs of rupees but are not willing to part with even small sums for development of 
their unfortunate brothers.  
 
Liquor 

Joti Ba opposed the establishment of liquor shops since consumption of intoxicant substances will ruin the family life. In fact, 
every social revolutionary opposed consumption of alcoholic liquors. Even our founding fathers having realized the ill-effects of 
drinking in Article 47 of the Directive Principles of state policy mandated the State to introduce prohibition in the country particularly 
to save the working class whose earnings are going to liquor shops. But unfortunately, today while the liquor kings, are running the 
State administration. The income derived from the sale of liquor become the main source of revenue to the State of late drinking is 
considered to be a high social culture and the people who do not drink are considered to be misfits in the society  
 
Vision of Phule 

Rao Bahadur Hariraoji extended invitation to Joti Ba for a dinner given in honour of Dukes, of Kannat along with other 
important dignitaries in the town. He attended the the function in his usual attire a torn clothes old upper cloth and slippers will one of 
the straps snapped. But entire audience including the British Lord was awed when he spoke profuse English. While all other 
dignitaries spoke in praise of the Princely Couple, Joti Ba commented that by seeing this palace do not be under the impression that 
the entire country would be like this. If you want to see the real India, please visit the villages to know the plightthe farmers that is the 
real India. He said that the British are collecting the hard-earned money of the farmers in the form of Tax and paying it to Brahmin 
beurocracy as salaries and this is exploitation. There people are living in abject poverty and you tell the Emperess Victoria to provide 
knowledge by giving education to these people.  
 
Satya Shodak Samaj  

Joti Ba established Satya Shodak Samaj in September, 1873 with a vowed principle of "Satyameva Jayathe". The principles 
of this organization are - you must have parental relationship with God an~ brotherly attitude with the fellow human being. He tried to 
propagate the need of education among the lower castes who used to feel that they can do any type of hard work, but there is no need 
to educate themselves. Joti Ba used to send memorandums and representations to the British Government apart from writing articles in 
daily newspapers on the problems faced by the mankind in every walk of life.  Dakshina Nidhi. during the rule of Peshwas, a fund was 
created to give donations to purohits ruthviks in the month of Sravana every year. In this manner crores of rupees used to be spent on 
these donations every year. During British Rule, these donations were gradually reduced and a local committee was formed to 
administer the fund by the time of Joti Ba about RS.50,000/- used to be spent. In this money about Rs.20,000/- were allotted to Hindu 
Colleges, where Brahmins alone are entitled to pursue their studies. Joti Ba requested the Committee to allot some money to the 
schools, which are teaching local languages. After several representations, Rs. 75/- were allotted to the schools established by Joti Ba 
and Brahmins felt that monies meant for them cannot be allotted for the education of the girls belonging to sudras and ati-sudras. As 
Joti Ba is responsible for all these things the Brahmins hatched. a plan to kill him by hiring two hardcore criminals/goondas VIZ., 
Ramoji and Dhunderam Namdar Khumber. When these two persons entered the house of Joti Ba with deadly weapons, having heard 
the sounds he woke up and on being questioned, these two persons said that they came to kill him having attracted to the monies 
offered to them. Immediately Joti Ba observed that "for whose upliftment I am working day and night and if those people came to kill 
me what more I need - if my death is going to be useful to you, I am prepared to be killed. Please kill me." On that, both the goondas 
started weeping by prostrating on the feet of Joti Ba. They ultimately became the disciples of Joti Sa for the rest of their lives. While 
Ramoji became the personal security guard of Joti Sa Dhunderam propagated the ideals of Joti Sa by writing books. 
 
Poet & Writer  

Joti Rao Phule wrote several lyric songs in people’s language to carry out the message of his mission to the nook and corner 
of the state. Likewise, he authored several books and the most famous one among them are "GULAM GIRl" and "CHARNAKOLA" 
and the play Thruthiya Rathna on exploitation of people in the name of religion and rituals. Much literature is not available on the 
struggles of Jotiba since the trust opened in his name became almost defunct. 'Sincere efforts have to be made to retrieve the literary 
works of religion and rituals of Phule.  
 
Mahathma  

Mahatma Jotirao Phule lived nearly 60 years and he lived without a [blemish on his character. He converted his heartburning 
feelings as a breathing spirit and launched struggle on the problems faced by the people in various walks of life as a duty and he 
sacrificed everything for the upliftment of the downtrodden people. He felt that service to man is service to God and worked as a 
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'karma yogi'. For the yeoman service rendered by Mahatma Jotirao Phule the people as well as the leaders felt that he should be 
honoured in an appropriate manner. For the meeting arranged on 17.05.1888 while Majaraj Sayyeji Rao presided over the meeting, 
several leaders all over the Maharashtra State attended the meeting and conferred the title 'MAHATMA' on him. From a news item 
that appears in the News Time English Daily on 28.02.1887 it is not known who conferred the title 'MAHATMA'. On Gandhi it is a 
mistake committed by proof reader at the time of publishing SAMPOORNAND's book 'DHARMVIR GANDHI' the 'MAHATMA' 
title was affixed to the Gandhi, while the entire world knows about Gandhi. The real Mahatma of this country Jotirao Phule was not 
even known outside his area of operation. This is because of the treachery of the historians who belong to upper castes. They know 
pretty well that if the movement and agitations led by Mahatma Jotirao Phule are spread all over the country, they will lose their 
power and Bahujanraj will be established.  
 

Phule used to say that if a person wants to be a Social Engineer, he should read in such a way that he should be prepared to 
fight the disparities in the society. He must have the courage to express is resentment over the untoward happenings in the society. He 
should not fall prey to the state of authority. Likewise, he should not succumb to any sort of allurements. unfortunately, the present-
day generation of leaders lack their qualities, but at the same time they declare themselves as leaders without the support of the people. 
We organize dharnas hartals, get into the band wagon of one or other political party, with the result, the vast majority of the people are 
standing before vested interest who do not constitute even 2 to 3% of the population with begging back.  
 
Summing up 

To sum up having born as a mortal, through his self-less service to the humanity on cultural, social, economic and political 
fronts, became an immortal. Coming to the prevailing atmosphere m the country you all know that the social justice movement is on 
the South of Vindhyas and the torch bit by Jyotiba was continuously illuminating due to continuous of the struggles through Sri 
Narayana Guru of Kerala, Baba Saheb Ambedkar and Periyar Rama Swamy of Tamilnadu. Since the social justice movement led by 
Narayana Guru and, self-respect movement of periyar, have taken deep roots in the hearts of the people in both the states they are able 
to rule both the states. In Maharashtra may be due to inaction on the part of the followers of Mahatma, and of the Republican party, 
still the rule of vested interests is continuing. As far as Andhra Pradesh is concerned, we are nowhere in the corridors of power and we 
are only at the stage of stretching our hands before the vested interests individually by using the B. C. card or community card as a 
spring board. Instead of learning lessons from past experiences and without realising the consequences of the conspiracy hatched by 
vested interests in all the three wings of democracy to bring back 'CHATURVARNA VYAVASTHA' with rejuvenated vigour, we are 
roaming in darkness with our own self-agenda. We turned to be neo-Brahmins in the society. Time is not too far to know our place in 
the society. I feel that the ground can still be retrieved, if all the well-meaning and likeminded people join hands together and work 
unitedly leaving the people who have no other avocations except indulging in their personal aggraindisement and throw mud on 
others. 
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