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EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN MASULIPATAM TOWN 
 

M. Suseela Rao 
Lecturer in History, SRR&CVR Government College 

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, India 
 
Introduction 
                     Masulipatam known as Bandar or Machilibandar is one of the earliest municipalities in the Madras Presidency which was 
established in 1866.  Masulipatam was the headquarters of Krishna District and the name of the district was derived from river 
Krishna. Masulipatam situated on the east coast of Coromandal of Southern Peninsula of India. Masulipatam was a flourishing sea-
port on the east-coast from the Satavahana period to Modern Times. 
 

 Masulipatam region mentioned as ‘Maisolia’ by Ptolemy, the Geographer and it was called as Masalia in ‘Periplus of the 
Erythraean sea’, the work of an anonymous Greek navigator also a contemporary to Pliny. The region was famous for fine Muslin 
cloth.  The term Muslin was derived from the word Maisolia.  Masulipatam was also called as Machilipatnam   means fish town, it 
derived its name owing to the construction of gateway to the town decorated with the eyes of fish in 17th century. Machilipatnam 
became popularly known as Bandar.  Bandar is derived from Arabic term it means landing place for Ships. 

            
                    Masulipatam situated near mouth of the river Krishna occupying a major portion of the fertile area of Krishna delta which 
was a part of the northern circars of Madras presidency. 
      

      Telugu is the predominant language of the district the next important language is Urdu which is spoken by about 10% of 
the population mainly by Muslims.   

 
   The Krishna district was formed in December 1859 with the headquarters at Masulipatam which was formerly called as 

Masulipatam district.  In the year 1859 it was renamed as Krishna district after the river Krishna.  The Guntur district lies in the 
southern part of river Krishna was included in the Krishna district in the same year i.e., 1859.  Again, Krishna district was bifurcated 
as Krishna and Guntur districts in the year 1905, as the consequent extension of irrigation facilities by the construction of Anicut or 
dam on the river Krishna near Vijayawada by Sir Arthur Cotton in the year 1854. 

 
 Masulipatam originally consisted of three villages namely Masulipatam town, Bandar Fort and the villages Valandapalem† 

and Gilakaladindi.  It was a seaport town way back to the ancient days of the Greeks and Romans, as well as a major foreign trade 
centre and maintained trade relations with South-East Asia. 

 
           Education is the important instrumentality of social change and cultural transformation.  Education is the key catalyst to the 
development of human resources.  Education disseminates knowledge, knowledge gives inner strength which is very essential for 
attaining freedom from exploitation and poverty.1 From the ancient times education was given priority by the Indian rulers. Nalanda, 
Takshasila, Kasi or Varanasi were some of the important centers for learning in ancient period.  Students were trained up in 
Gurukulas, Ghatika, Mathas and Buddist Universities.  The Gurukul System was the most important feature of ancient Indian 
Education System. In Gurukul system student had to stay away from home and to reside along with teacher.  Normally round the age 
of 14-15 years, a student went to Gurukulams.  Generally, women education is ignored.  Parishad was an institution where experts 
were educated in the centre and an education centre, which indirectly brought publicity to the particular sect with which it was 
associated.  In the medieval period in South India during the Pallavas rule Ghathikas were the learning centre.  Sanskrit language was 
the medium of instruction. Mathas established by Brahmins in rivalry to Buddist viharas and Monasteries. Formal education was 
remained in the hands of the Brahmins and the Monks. Education was treated as the prerogative of the upper castes. The Brahmins had 
access to all knowledge, the Kshatriyas and Vaishyas were expected to reconcile themselves to limited knowledge.    
 

Higher education was given by Buddist universities.  It is a combination of rest house and feeding centres.  Mathas were 
attached to the temples and the expenses were meet by temples.  Ghatikas were generally attached to the temples.  Entry into the 
Ghatikas was at first open to any ‘twice born’ or Dvija, but gradually they became exclusively Brahmin’s institutions.  Medium of 
instruction was in the Sanskrit and Prakrit languages2.  
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In the medieval period, during Delhi Sultanate and Mughul dynasty, educational institutions were called Maktabs and 
Madarasa.  These institutions were patronized by Mosques.  Primary education was given by Maktab.  Maktab is a place where 
writing and reading was taught.  Higher learning was given in Madarasa.   

 
Persian language was the medium of instruction.  

During the Qutb Shahis and Bahaminis period education was confined to men.   Women were not allowed into Madarasa.  
Middle class woman remained illiterate.  But some women get training on Namaj i.e., religious learning.  Royal family members got 
education as a principle3.    

 
                   The transformation in India in the 19th century was due to the introduction of English education. With the introduction of 
modern education, Indian society was awakened from long isolated social life.  The most powerful effect and enduring result of 
British rule in India is the intellectual development of the people on an entirely new line and the consequent changes in their political, 
social, religious and economic outlook4.  
 

  In the beginning East India Company paid not much interest to advocate the western education in India. The charter act of 
1813 was sanctioned one lakh rupees per year for education in India. But it was neither spent nor implemented. During the rule of 
Lord William Bentinck, the chairman of public instruction Macaulay was   introduced western education in India in 1835 A.D. The 
medium of instruction was English.5 

  
Lord Thamous Munro, Governor of Madras presidency opened a new page in the progress of education in Madras 

presidency.  He issued a minute in the year 1822.  Munro wished to establish in each collectorate two principal schools in the year 
1820.  The first government school outside Madras city was founded at Rajahmundry in the year 1853.  Thus, the establishment of 
educational institutions was taken up by English East India Company in the Madras presidency.   

  
The presidency gave freedom to the collectors to follow their own policy in establishing schools.  The Sub Collector of 

Narsapur, George Nobel Taylor started a rate school in Godavari district.  The villagers are encouraged to contribute for the education 
of their children in rate schools.  The riots voluntarily came forward to pay a rate or subscription to maintain schools in their villages.  
The system introduced by the Taylor was famous as Godavari education system or Rate schools. 

    
In Madras presidency there were indigenous schools under masters who followed their own methods in teaching the children 

as per the wishes of the parents.    
 
The indigenous schools are having about ten to twenty students in each. Usually, the teacher and the student met every 

morning in the temple or on the Verandah.  These schools were called ‘Veedhibadi’ or Pyal schools.  The Pyal is a kind of bench or 
platform.  It is erected in the open Verandah of a house6.   

  
The most important land mark in the history of education in India was woods dispatch of 1854. The Education dispatch of 

1854, was described as the Magna Carta of English education. English education formed a landmark in the history of education in 
modern India. It attained a comprehensive plan which supplied the basis for the subsequent development of education system in this 
country.  The main feature of the dispatch is introduction of grant-in-aid system which consequently encouraged private enterprise as a 
parallel agency for the promotion and advancement of European knowledge.    

 
Dalhousie desired to establish vernacular schools in India, with a view to convey instruction to the mass of the people.  His 

efforts led to the establishment of middle schools and vernacular schools7.  
  
The Local fund Act of 1871: 

Act IV of 1871 of Madras Local fund was constituted and administered in Madras presidency.  The act was decentralized the 
scheme of provincial finance.  The house tax levied under this act was specially intended to meet education expenditure.  Municipality 
may get the funds from the Government to the schools.  Lower class schools were funded by the municipality.    

 
Municipal schools can broadly be divided into results grants school, salary grants school, school on grant-in-aid and 

combined schools.  Class system was introduced in the schools instead of clubbing the children together.  It was gradually giving 
place to the more refined way of learning from individual books.  The instruction was to be more systematic and the inspector gave 
necessary suggestions.    
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 The improvement of pail schools in towns was tied through municipal agency. Secular difficulties were in improving the old 
schools within the municipality8.    
  
Hunter Commission 

A commission was constituted under the able leadership of Sir William Hunter by Governor General Lord Rippon, to submit 
a report on new educational policy.  It was the first commission consulted on education in the country which was commenced into the 
force on3rd February, 1882.  It made many recommendations and which was influenced the growth of education in the country.  The 
main recommendation of the commission was the primary education should be entrusted to the local bodies like municipalities9.   
    
Growth of Education in Masulipatam town 

Masulipatam town made its beginning in primary education since 1843, even before the town was became the municipality.  
The schools of Municipality broadly divided into salary grants schools, results grant schools, industrial and technical schools, 
Mohammadan schools, night schools, girls’ schools, and schools for out- caste.  Different primary and secondary schools established 
by some service-oriented people in later years they were transferred to municipality and some schools ran with financial aid given by 
municipality.    

 
Noble school was founded by Robert Turlington Noble in the 1843 was the oldest school in the town.  Native school started 

by Mr Sharkey and his wife Anne Emalia for girls in the year 1847 is the second oldest school in the town.  Both the schools received 
the grants from the government in the year 1871.    
  
Noble School – 1843  

The Christian missionaries were played a very important role in the spread of English education in the town.  They opened 
schools and colleges for the betterment of the people.  Rev.R.T.Noble started a school at Masulipatam on 13th November 1843 at 7’o 
clock in the morning with two masters one is himself and second one is Sharkey. He worked as a missionary in Church mission 
society.10 Noble school attracted the students from all over the Andhra area of Madras Presidency. Robert Turtington Noble was the 
youngest son of the John Noble, a clergyman in Leiestershire in 1809.  He was graduated from Sidney Sussex College.  He came to 
Masulipatam in the year 1843.  After arrival to the Masulipatam he planned to establish a native school for the education of the town 
people. Along with Noble and Rev.W.H.Fox worked together.  Fox had been a pupil at Rugby under Dr.Arnold.  Fox worked as 
assistant master in noble school.  But his early and premature death was irrecoverable loss to the noble school.    

 
Two pupils only attended on the first day of the starting of the school.  Noble was devoted for over sixteen years in moral and 

intellectual attainment of a high order to the instruction of town people. Noble was remained unmarried until his death.  On 18th 
November 1864 the sea rose at midnight and nearly 30,000 people were perished.  It was a shock to the Noble.  His health was 
deteriorated.  He was attacked with fever and diarrhea and died at the age of 56 years old i.e., on 17th October 1865. After the death of  
the Noble, the school was run by John Sharkey, Noel Hodge, Peel and Rev.Penn. The native school was renamed after him as Noble 
school.  It became second Grade College in the year 1864 later on it became first Grade College in 189311.  
 

Church mission society in Masulipatam had its credit the pioneering education achievement under dedicated works like 
Robert Thurlington Noble, Henry Watson Fox and Sharkey.  The men of earnestness Bishop Corrie, the first bishop of Madras was 
desirous of the gospel reaching the Telugus.  After his death Rs.2000/- was collected to open a mission school at Masulipatam. A 
request was sent to England in 1840 for men.  The letter came into the hands of Henry Fox of Oxford and Robert T.Noble of 
Cambridge.  They decided to come out together to India for missionary work.12  
  
           Mr.Noble was received in the house of Major Awedry and he describes Masulipatam, its native population, their social 
customs, caste system, temples and worship and their shabby ways, together with their superstitions, and general contempt for learning 
and for female sex.  Hence Noble thought that it was necessary to spread Christian education along with Western instruction.13  
 

The first two students were Manchala Ratnam who was a Brahman and Inala Nagabhushanam was Velama by caste.  The 
school strength was increased day by day and year after year.  By 1844 the pupil on roll was increased to 38 and by 1850 it was 
increased a strength of 53 and by 1864 the strength of the school rose to 294. 

      
The subjects were taught in the school was Bible and Bhagavadgita, Euclid and geography.  It became a daily teaching with a 

regular routine and the monthly tuition fee charged was four annas.  He loved the pupils with a parent’s love. He was unmarried and 
he devoted his whole life time to the work. Gradually Noble’s influence spread among the students.  He had the power of winning 
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over the boy’s hearts as if by some magic spell.  He would walk with them, dine with them and have children on his knees.  But he did 
not allow out-castes.14    

   
The number of the pupils increased.  The lower classes became crowded.  3rd, 4th, and 5th, Forms were divided into parts. 

Still, several were seeking admission.  There were three English masters himself, Taylor and Coombes and five native assistants.  The 
first class consisted of young men 18 and 20 years of age.  Curriculum was wholly scripture, astronomical topics, grammar, 
geography, history, Euclid, algebra and arithmetic. The second class consisted of youth between 16 and 23 years of age, reading the 
same subjects but not to that extent. The third class consisted of boys from 13 to 20 years of age, reading besides scripture the first 
book of Euclid, and easy books on geography, history, arithmetic and grammar.  The fourth-class students were under 20 years of age, 
reading bible stories, scriptures, grammar, and introductory books on science and morality.  The fifth-class students were from 12 to 
15 years old, reading elementary books, geography, grammar etc.  Two branch schools were also opened in the town.  Instruction was 
given in English, Telugu, Hindustani, and Persian up to the government fourth standard.  15   

 
The pupil strength was increased day by day and year after year. By 1844 the pupils on roll were increased to 38 and by 1850 

it reached a strength of 58 and by the year 1864, the strength of the pupil rose to 294, out of which 102 boys were Brahmins, 175 boys 
were Hindu caste pupil, 48 were belongs to Musalamans and 9 were Christians (converted pupil).16  

 
In the beginning the school was confined to upper caste pupil like Brahmins, Velamas, and kammas.  But later on, years after 

heated discussions were took place, the doors of the school were opened to lower caste like Panchamas(pariah) i.e., Mala and Madiga 
communities.    

 
Initially Mr.Noble started the school near Bandar Fort.  But after the disastrous cyclone hit the town in 1864 the school was 

shifted to present building which was previously collector’s bungalow. The collector’s bungalow was shifted to Chilakalapudi.17  
 
Noble school was turned into high school during the year 1855.  The school was upgraded to college in the year 1864, is one 

of the oldest colleges in the northern circars.  It was called as ‘Cambridge of south India’ by Governor of Madras sir C.Travelyan in 
1859.  It is one of the first four educational institutions and one of the first five colleges established by English man in India.  Some of 
the eminent persons worked in the school as principals, to be mentioned were, the founder of the school, R.T.Noble (1843 – 1865), 
Mr.Sharkey worked from 1865-1877 , Rev.E.Noel Hodges from 1878 – 1887, Mr. E. W A. Clarke worked from 1887 – 1906 and 
Mr.W.C.Penn worked from 1906 – 1922.  Another noteworthy personality to be mentioned was Raghupathi Venkata Ratnam Naidu 
worked sometime in this school, who was a social reformer and great personality of Andhra country famous as ‘Brahmarishi’.18   

 
It is necessary to mention some of the direct disciples of Mr.Noble, among them were Manchala Ratnam, Inala 

Nagabushnam, Guntur Narsimhulu, Chebrolu Subbarayudu, Oruganti Siva Rama Krishna, Atsanta Subbarayudu, Venkata Ramaiah , 
Venkata Cherla Anantham, Bodi Seenayya, Allanki Venkata Reddi Naidu, Darbha Rama Sastrulu and G.Venkata Chalam.  19   

 
It has produced some distinguished scholars among whom was to be mentioned, Mr.Velagapudi Sundara Ramayya who was 

the first to take the degree of M.A. in the Madras University.20  
 
Since 1894 women students were permitted to admit into the college and the same year the college was upgraded to first 

Grade College. It was noteworthy to mention that the first lady graduate of Madras University was granddaughter of Manchala 
Ratnam, was Manchala Kistnamma, hails from Noble College.  

 
Secondary grade teacher training centre was opened in the school premises during the year 1894.21  
 
During 1883, under the leadership of Rev.E.Noel Hodges worked as Head Master and he managed three branches of noble 

School with the strength of 400 boys included two sons of Nawab of Masulipatam and seventy Muhammadan boys were on rolls.  
Even before 1870, Noble School established a special Hindustani section for Muhammadan boys.  Musulamman children are 
permitted to bring up Hindustani as their vernacular with a Hindu language or Persian or English as their extra language or a Hindu 
language as their vernacular with Hindustani, Persian or English as their extra language.  22  
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 Hindu school: 
Anglo-Vernacular school or Hindu School - 1856  
           Amaravathi Seshaiah sastry started Anglo Vernacular School on 1st January,1856. Along with sastry, Munganuri Narasimham 
Panthulu was also treated as founder member of the school. Munzeluru Purushothom was running a pail school, but later on years he 
cannot manage to run the school.  Hence, he was handed over the school to the Seshaiah sastry on his request.  The same school was 
converted into Hindu School, in a private building.  Seshaiah sastry was born on 22nd March, 1828 in Amaravathi a village near to 
Kumbakonam of Tamil speaking area of Madras Presidency.  He was born in Tamil speaking area in Madras Presidency in poor 
Brahmin family.  After the completion of his graduation, he joined in the service of East India Company in revenue board.  While he 
was working as Huzer Sheristhadar, in Masulipatam, he initiated to start the Anglo-vernacular school. 23    
 
             Munganuri Narasimham Panthulu was born in 1805 in Masulipatam.  He worked as clerk in the collector’s office of 
Masulipatam.  On the eve of the transfer of Seshaiah Sastry from masulipatam, Narasimham Panthulu came to rescue to manage the 
school.  He purchased 33 acres of land at a cost of Rs.9150/- from M/S.Lushington and Knox and provided a permanent building for 
school in the year 1863.  Narasimham Panthulu, he himself donated a sum of Rs.500/- from his purse.24 Hindu school received 
educational grants from Madras Government under grant-in-aid system.  The school received a sum of Rs.1,118/- as salary grant from 
the Madras government during the year 1881, against the school incurred expenditure an amount of Rs.4,176/-.  The school strength 
was increased year by year. During the year 1880-81 the strength of the school was 208 pupils on rolls.25  
     
         The Hindu School was upgraded as a basic college during the year 1928.  Varanasi Srinivasarao was its first principal.  With 
the establishment of Andhra University at Waltair in 1926, the management obtained affiliation to the college.  The college was 
deposited Rs.15,000/- towards capital amount.  The college started its function and offered the subjects like Indian History, Modern 
History, Sanskrit, Urdu, Banking, Accountancy and Commercial Geography as ancillaries under part III. 26   The college started with 
the strength of 47 during the year 1928 and it increased to strength of 72 during the year 1929.  The strength of the college was raised 
to 500 students in the year 1945.  Andhra University accorded the permission to introduce new courses and subjects under group IV as 
Philosophy, Economics in group V as well as Botany and Physics were also introduced.  The college initiated and designed new 
curriculum offered new courses for the benefit of the students.27      
 
  The school was upgraded in to Hindu High School in the year 1863. Mr.Taylor, an English man worked as its first head 
master.  The school was affiliated to the Madras University.  Rev.Dr.O.Brin rendered his services as head master during the years 
1864-1866, with a salary of Rs.200/- per mensum.  Ch.Purushothom first assistant of the school acted as in charge of the school for 
first two years. T.Srinivasachary worked as head master for a long period of twelve years i.e. from 1869 to 1880.  
K.Krishnamacharyulu, who succeeded srinivasachary worked as head master for over period 22 years?  All these great people worked 
and dedicated their lives and services for the development the school and noble cause i.e., instruction of the education.28   
 
               The school management undertook developmental activities and expansion of school buildings.  The management 
constructed additional class rooms and hostel building with an estimation of Rs.33,000/- in the year 1903.  On the occasion of 
diamond jubilee year of the college the management constructed diamond jubilee wing with an estimation of Rs.24,000/- to 
accommodate science laboratories, library and museum.  Between the years 1920 and 1947 the management constructed Hanumantha 
rao memorial block with a cost of Rs.30,000/-. The developmental activities boost up the infrastructural and other amenities provided 
which are to the students.29    
  
Ramji Rao School – 1907  
Panchama’s native school was also called as Ramji Rao School, 1907.    
                 Downtrodden, out caste people in Indian Society were called as Panchamas or Pariahs. In Chathurvarna caste system, the 
excluded people were treated as untouchables from centuries old. They were restricted to not to enter into streets and schools where 
upper caste people live and study.  They lived in dire starvation and poverty.  They lived almost in a naked and they were poor 
dressed. They were restricted and not allowed to drink and take food where upper caste people used to live.  They should live in the 
outskirts of the village or town. They live in the mud houses and sleep in the open air or in the open place.  They do menial and 
agricultural labour work; they never get their share.30  
 
               The promotion of education among Panchamas was a matter of peculiar difficult.  These castes were entirely illiterate and 
neglected under native rule.  A change in this respectwas looked on in difference by the higher castes who considered that knowledge 
was their inherited right.31 Panchamas were allowed to sit either in a verandah or on lower section of the floor than the rest and to 
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deposit their books and exercises on the floor.  Indian society was so rigid not inclined to reform it. Therefore special schools were 
opened for panchamas, Ramji Rao started a separate school for panchamas32   
  
            For the uplift of the panchamas, Vemuri Ramji Rao came forward and opened a Pail school for the education of panchamas in 
the year 1907.  Ramji Rao was born on 3rd May, 1891who hails from Brahmin family, in a village namely Chintaguntapalem near 
Masulipatam town.  In the beginning he started the school in Malapeta, later on years the school was shifted to Mustakhanpeta and 
became a full pledged primary school on the lines of western model in the year 1914.  He ran the school with the help of generous 
donations given by Philanthropists of the town.  He spent some money from his own pocket.  The school received the grants from the 
labour department of Madras Government.  The school is exclusively meant for out caste pupil.  He gave preference to ‘Mala’ and 
‘Madiga” community students.33  
 
                  He started a residential hostel for the poor and needy boys in the school campus premises during the year 1923.   He 
provided good food, dress material and books on gratis for the children.  The hostel was called as depressed classes hostel or 
Ramanujaiah badi hostel.  He visited Burma to collect donations from the people to run the school and hostel.  The students were well 
disciplined and well trained in their studies.  He paid personal care and share and loved the students with paternal affection.  The 
school was started with 5 students and the strength was increased year after year.  By the year 1930 the strength was reached to 49 
students on rolls.    
 
            Due to poor administration and financial crisis, he was unable to manage the school in a proper way.  Hence the school was 
handed over to the municipality of Masulipatam and came under the supervision of labour department of Madras presidency in the 
year of 1927.  Later on, years the school was upgraded to higher secondary school.34           
  
Andhra Jatheya Kalasala   
Andhra Jatheya Kalasala or National Technical Training School. 1910    
          During the freedom movement with the national feeling and freedom fervor, the people of the town started Jatheya Vidya 
Parishad in view of starting educational institutions. The movement for education was initiated by ‘Thrimurthis’, namely, kopalle 
Hanumantharao, Bogaraju Pattabi Sitaramayya, and Mutnuri Krishnarao. Andhra jatheya kalasala was founded and started its 
activities on 21st February ,1910. The kalasala was inaugurated by ‘deshbakta’, konda Venkatapaiah Panthulu was a famous freedom 
fighter of Andhra area of Madras presidency.35   
  
            Kopalle Hanumantha Rao was its first principal and founder of the kalasala. Hanumantha Rao was donate his own land of 
twenty acres, which was known as ‘Tadepallivari gardens’, and the college was constructed in the same land.36 The primary and 
secondary school was offered class I to class IV and V class to class X respectively. Under vocational education the following courses 
and training was offered in commerce and in civil engineering course for five years, in drawing the course of two years and carpet and 
weaving course for one year was the curriculum was designed.37       
 
              The technical and training school was developed in later years as second Grade College and fulfilled the needs of imparting 
education not only the town people but also the entire district public. In the year 1910, the strength of the school was 39 and it 
increased to 145 in the year 1935, and the strength increased year after year.38 It was noteworthy to mention, that Pingali Venkaiah 
worked sometime in the school during 1916, and who was designed the national flag in the school premises, when all India congress 
session was held at Vijayawada. He taught agricultural science and Japan languages. Another outstanding personality to be mention 
was ‘Andhra Ratna’, Duggirala Gopala Krishnaiah who worked sometime in the college during 1918, and he taught economics.39  
 
                Due to financial crisis and poor administration, technical and industrial training school was taken over by municipality 
during 1931. In the ear 1921, municipal council was introduced spinning wheels in schools for weaving training. Masulipatam 
municipal council was contributed a sum of Rs500/ per annum for the years 1917 to 1930 in addition to grant- in aid. 40  
   
Women Education  
                  Parents were reluctant to send their girl child to the schools.  Girl child was discouraged to educate and it was difficult to 
propagate women education because of early marriages and customs like gosha.    
 
                   Robert Noble has desired to open a school for girls, but it was not come into reality.  Native girl’s school was opened on 
10th June, 1847 by Sharkey and his wife which was oldest school for girls in the town.  Some women missionaries came forward to 
impart education to caste women in the town.  They started Zenana mission society.    
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 Zenana Mission Society  
               Zenana word is derived from Persian language.  It means of a house which the women and girls of a family are secluded.  
Hence it is a part of house for the seclusion of women.  Zenana mission society was worked under Church of England. Female normal 
society was founded in 1852 which worked with Christian mission society.  It started teacher training colleges, and day schools in 
several countries.  
 
                 In the town of Masulipatam, Zenana mission society started its activities in 1873, under the supervision of four European 
ladies.  They maintained five schools for caste girls with the strength of 278 pupils on rolls.  Besides these girls’ schools, 145 caste 
women taught regularly in their homes and in all 62 houses are opened to visit the members of Zenana mission society.41     
  
                   Zenana mission society started a girl school exclusively for Muhammandans.  The Girls schools were managed by 
Rev.Manchala Ratnam and his wife later on years during 1880-85.  The strength of the girls in the Muhammandan School was 30 
students on rolls.   
 
                 The mission for girl education continued by Mrs.Peel, she managed a school for girls with the strength of 180 pupils on 
rolls.  During 1890 Mrs.Padfield managed a training school for girls in the town.  In 1844 the Indian Education Commission 
recommended that the schools intended for girls should be liberally aided.42   
 

 During the year 1911, there were nine schools for girls received aid from municipality, while the strength was 779 pupils on 
rolls. 43  
 
                The character of instruction given in girls’ schools is similar to that institution for boys.  But the standards are in same 
respect lower and special subjects were introduced.  Female education became more popular, than ever before because of that the town 
is the head quarter station of one of the best districts of the Madras Presidency.   During the year 1919 a primary school for girls was 
opened in Englishpalem by the municipal council. During the year 1922, municipal council opened one girl school at 
Patharamannapet.  During the year 1924 one more school was opened in Edepalli and the strength was increased year after year.  By 
the end of the 1946 municipal council maintained five girl schools in the town.  In the school of Patharamannapet it was given 
instruction in vocational course also.44 Girl’s education got progress steadily by the end of the 1946-47 in the town.  
    
Native Girls School 

Native Girls School was called as CMS Sharkey Girls Elementary School and CMS Sharkey Training School for women.   
  
Parents were reluctant to send their girl child to the schools.  Girl child was discouraged to educate and it was difficult to 

propagate women education, because of early marriages and customs like gosha45.    
 
Native girl’s school was opened on 10th June 1847 by Sharkey and his wife.  The school was run by the financial support of 

Church Mission Society.  In the inception it was an elementary school later it was up graded as Girls High School.  Elementary school 
was upgraded as secondary school in 1884 after that it was developed into Girls High School in 1909.46    

 
John Edmund Sharkey was born on 1st July 1821 in Bandar.  His father Philp Sharkey was an Anglo-Indian, worked in the 

company as Amin. John Sharkey  
 
Edmund was educated at Daniel Corris School of church mission society in Madras.  He was employed as a catechist after 

leaving the school.  He had good fortune to teach under R.T.Noble.  In 1847 he married Annie Emalia’s daughter of rich merchant in 
Madras.47 Annie Emalia, wife of Sharkey was born on 7th September 1813 in Madras in the family of Nelar, was an Anglo-Indian.  
After the death of Sharkey in 1866 the native school was called as Sharkey Memorial Girls School.  From the inception of the school, 
till the death of Mrs. Sharkey for over 29 years, she relentlessly worked for the betterment of Girls education in the town.  After her 
death the school was run by Bishop Pool and his wife.  During 1879 Podfield and his wife look after the management of the school 
and work hard for the development of the school. Most of the girl students were enrolled from downtrodden sections of the society 
and untouchable communities.  She ran the school with the help of financial support received from church mission society, grants 
from government of Madras presidency and donations received from Philanthropist of the town.  Girl’s boarding school which was in 
a flourishing condition until the storm wave unhappily drowned 33 students out of the 65 girls on the rolls.  After the storm wave the 
school was shifted to present building which is situated near noble college in Anandapet. The native school started with 5 girl 
students, later on the rolls raised to 18 in 1849 and 200 in 1879.  The school has 16 acres of land.  The school has plentiful playground 
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and students were encouraged to plant and nourish vegetables in school compound.  In the beginning the school imparted education to 
the girls up to third Form.48  

 
 The school was got the recognition by the Madras presidency in 1879.  The grant was released per annum Rs.245/- under 

results system, later on it was changed into grant-in-aid system.  For girls high school due to non-availability of women headmistress, 
J.R.Kalyana Ramayya worked as Head master during the years 191014, then after K.Sudarsan Rao worked as Head master during the 
years 1915-24 and Smt.F.David worked as first woman Head mistress during the years 1924-33.    

 
The native girl’s school started near Bandar Fort, which is very near to sea coast.  The school was badly damaged due to 

cyclone hit the town in 1864.  Then the school was shifted to Anandapet near St.Mary’s Church.  Again, in the year 1879 the present 
school was shifted to near Noble College under the supervision of Poudfield.  The school is having 16 acres of land.49    
 

In the year 1884 primary grade training center was started and it was attached to the girl’s school.  The training school was 
upgraded to higher elementary training school in 1914.  A craft school was started by John Sharkey in Noble colony in 1851 to give 
training in handicrafts for self-employment. Teacher training section was started in the school.  The school has 32 students in strength 
in higher grade teacher training in 1920.50             
  
Lady Ampthill Girls - 1892   
Lady Ampthill girl’s school was also called as Zendabadi.  

Lady Ampthill girls or Zendabadi School was founded by kunbakonam krishnamacharyulu in 1892, while he was working as 
head master in Hindu-Anglo vernacular school. The school was exclusively meant for girl students.51  

 
The school stretches over 30 acres of land and some old buildings were purchased from the management of existing Noble 

school. It was named after the wife of Governor of Madras presidency as lady Ampthill girls’ school. The school has imparted 
education in the hinter land for over century. The school was upgraded into high school and taken over by the government in the 
year1919. Secondary teacher training school was opened in the same premises in the year 1929. During the year 1938 the government 
has opened a residential hostel for secondary teacher training school. 52   

 
The school was started with 20 students when it was opened in 1892. Gradually the strength of the school was increased year 

after year. The school has 297 student’s strengths during 1936 and it was raised to 344 student’s strengths during 1938. Where it was 
in teacher training school, it has the student strength of 38 on rolls in higher grade teacher training section in 1938.53  
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