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Abstract 

India is the largest democracy in the world. Elections are the most integral and important part of politics in a democratic 
system of governance. True democracy can function only when elections to the offices of power are held in a free and fair manner. In 
recent years, an impact of influential factors on voters’ behaviour in electoral politics have increased in general election across India, 
and the Panchayat Raj system has rightly been pointed to as an example of this Indian trend. In many ways the role of influential 
factors has become a source of influence in panchayat elections that infuses an impact over the rest of the things in the society. This 
Article explores that how the influential factors have expanded their mandate as a result of the vehement or wider spread influence of 
factors like distribution of liquor, distribution of cash, favourism of caste, creed, or religion of India’s local self-governing 
\representative institutions. The Indian societal norms and the structure has also aided its rise and helps explain why the factors have 
gained more influence than most other factors in the village panchayat elections. This Paper examines the development of narrow-
minded aspects and explore how the influential factors have enlarged their role. My study finishes by examining the reasons for the 
rise of various influential factors in Panchayat elections, which suggest India’s experience is part of, and helps explain the larger 
Indian phenomenon. Moreover, my study Investigate on what basis is the voter using his vote and what factors are influencing his 
decision on polling day during village level panchayat election process. Thus, the focal point of my research would be to study the 
things how they are influencing the voter behaviour in village panchayat elections and offers suitable suggestions thereof.  
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Introduction  

The Panchayati Raj system is significant because It helps the people to directly participate in decision-making and It also 
helps in the decentralization of power at the grassroots level democracy. The 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats (GPs) in the country have 
been entrusted to provide basic services in the villages and plan for local economic development1. If village self-government is to be 
achieved beyond the Dreams of Mahatma Gandhi, it must start from the villages of the country2. It has to come from the village level 
if the aspirations and characteristics prescribed by our constitution makers are to come into practice3. In many democracies around the 
world, the participation of the electorate in the electoral process is considered their political right. The right to vote in India is 
recognized by the Constitution and enshrined in the Representation of the People Act of 19515. According to the provisions embodied 
in the Constitution of India, the right to vote is vested in a citizen of India who has attained the age of 18 years’ Adult suffrage is 
granted. In addition, the name is registered in the electoral roll of the constituency as per section 2 of the Representation of the People 
Act 1951 every citizen has the right to vote. Our country also has the right to vote voluntarily. Countries that currently offer the right 
to vote voluntarily "United Kingdom, United States of America, Germany, India, Italy, France. It is in this context that the late Hon'ble 
former Prime Minister of India Sri Rajiv Gandhi with the determination that more and more young men and women should be partners 
in the democratic process in India Representation of the People Act 1951 and subsequently Lowering of voting age through the 
61st Amendment Act (1988) to the Constitution reduced the minimum age for voting from 21 to 18 years6. The way is paved for 
development of villages through rights, responsibilities, duties and powers in the Panchayati Raj Act framed by the 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment Act in the year19937. An important milestone in the development of our country is the election of representatives by the 
right factors influencing the behaviour of future Indian voters we are not able to elect a proper representative by applause. Whenever 
various factors have no bearing on the voter turnout the electorate is free to exercise the most sacred right to vote as enshrined in the 
Constitution. Outlines and the appearance of village self-government in a democracy depends on the decision of the voters8. This age 
is the age of representation. Indirect democracy is more prevalent in the country today than direct democracy in the world. All 
political positions will be filled today through elections9.That is why adult suffrage is so important today. However, variant influential 
factors such as predominance of dominated rich class category, favariousm of caste the effect, an impact of social media etc., 
influencing the voter behaviour while exercising his right to vote on polling day at the village level panchayat election10.  
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Review of Literature 
A brief review of literature focusing on Panchayati Raj Institutions in India presented as follows: 

Dinesh Goswami committee (1990)12the Committee on Electoral Reforms; Recommended that election commission should lay down 
ceiling on maximum election expenditure instead of central government.” the role of money and muscle power at elections…rapid 
criminalisation of politics …increasing menace of participation of no-serious candidates; from the core of our electoral problems 
needs to be addressed and amendment to RPA Act of 1951. 
L.M. Sighvi Committee (1986)13 in 1986, Rajiv Gandhi government appointed a committee on ‘Revitalisation of Panchayati Raj 
Institutions for Democracy and Development’ under the chairmanship of L.M. Singhvi.The committee recommended that the 
Panchayti Raj Institutions should be constitutionally recognised, protected and preserved. For this purpose, a new chapter should be 
added in the constitution of India. It also suggested constitutional provisions to ensure regular, free and fair elections to the Panchayati 
Raj bodies. 
Kothari, Rajni (2004)14A classic collection edited by Rajni Kothari, much of which remains relevant in the Indian political scenario 
four decades since its compilation. The work covers detail of caste movements in Gujarat and Tamil Nadu, both from a historical and 
a theoretical perspective. It also considers caste political movements in Rajasthan, Andhra, and also in urban areas of Pune and Agra. 
In his introduction, Kothari posits the role of politics as a system that attempts to build on existing organisational forms in society, and 
clearly caste has been an important social structure across India. Also, in order to gain legitimacy, political change in a democratic 
society. can proceed only by a conversation between the old and the new, a fusion of elements, and a readiness on the part of both the 
moderns and the ancients to be flexible and accommodative. Though there is widespread awareness of the role of caste, personally, the 
author felt that the social circle was much influenced by our caste. 
George Mathew (1994)15in his work “Panchayati Raj from Legislation to Movement” states how Panchayati Raj which has become 
the third tier of governance with the Constitution (Seventy-third Amendment) Act, is of far-reaching significance for decentralised 
governance in India. The author takes the reader on a journey into the vicissitudes of local government in India, from the years of 
Community Development through the Balwant Rai Mehta Committee, the post Nehruvian days of its decline and the re-emergence of 
the second generation with the Ashok Mehta committee report, culminating in the present amendment. The first-hand account of the 
experience in local government of West Bengal, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and even far away China, and of issues like 
continuous efforts are not made to convert it into a people’s movement and of issues like the involvement of political parties, the role 
of women in Panchayati Raj system. 
 
Objectives of the study 
 To study various factors which influencing the voter during Panchayat Elections  
 To observe the Political Consciousness in Panchayat Election 
 To Study the awareness programmes of election machinery  
 To study the various media impact on voters  
 To trace out the reasons for changing trends in panchayat election  

 
Research Methodology    

The data required for the present study was collected through both primary and secondary sources; the primary data was 
collected through structured questionnaire and scheduled methods. The secondary source of data for the study includes state statutes, 
state orders, articles from academic and non-academic books, e-books, journals, e- journals, internet sources, surveys on Panchayati 
Raj Institutions, research studies. The study was carried out in Obulkeshavapur village of Jangaon district in Telangana State and the 
study has employed   simple random sampling method in selecting the Mandal village and respondents in the Jangaon district. A total 
of 400 respondents from 10 wards and from each ward 40 respondents have been chosen for the research purpose. on the basis of 
various parameters/criteria, like socially, politically and economically backward wards, politically advanced wards, highly SCs, STs 
populated wards, and literally backward panchayat ward and so on. However, the data gathered through primary investigation were 
analysed by using appropriate mathematical and statistical methods. The present study has considered only the respondents who 
influenced by the various factors during election process of the selected village of Jangaon district of Telangana State and hence the 
result of the study would be more applicable to the geographical location of the state. 
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Table-1: Distribution of respondents according to their Influenced factors 

    Total number of respondents =400 
S.N0. Status of Influential Factors  Frequency Percentage 
1. Distribution of Liquor 248 62 
2. Distribution of Money 128 32 
3. Influence of Caste 16 4 
4. Distribution of Material 08 2 
Total 400 100 

 Source:  Primary Data  
 

The above table-1 clearly shows that the status of item -wise influential factors on respondents (voters) in Obulkeshapur 
village of Jangaon district. Out of 400 respondents, 248 respondents, approximately 62% of voters were influenced by the distribution 
of Liquor in the village; it is the most powerful influential factor in terms of number and percentage of total influential factors. 
Similarly, distribution of Money with 32% of total influential factors emerged as the second largest influential factor. On the other 
hand, influence of Caste community having 4% influence of the total influential factors stood in the 3rd place. However, the 
distribution of Material with 2% percent influence remained as the lowest in terms of total influence. Hence, it can be concluded that 
the Distribution of Liquor with 62 % of influence has emerged as the most powerful influential factor in terms of number and 
percentage of total influential factors among all the remaining influential factors, similarly Distribution of Money with 32% has 
emerged the second highest influential factors during panchayat elections.  
 

Table-2: Distribution of respondents according to their Influence of external factors 
     Total number of respondents =400 

S.N0. Status of the Influence of various external 
Factors  

Frequency Percentage 

1. Influence of the National Level Political Parties 60 15 
2. Influence of State Level Political Parties 200 50 
3. Influence of Family Background 40 10 
4. Influence of the powerful dominant rich person 

of the village 
80 20 

  5.  Influence of an Individual Candidate 20 5 
Total 400 100 

Source:  Primary Data  
 

Table-2 above clearly shows that the Status of the Influence of various external factors on voters in Obulkeshapur village of 
Jangaon district. Out of 400 respondents, a majority 50% of the respondents were influenced by the State Level Political Parties, on 
the other hand 20%of the respondents were influenced by the powerful dominant rich person of the village. Similarly, 15% of the 
respondents in the panchayat were influenced by the National Level Political Parties whereas 10% of the respondents were influenced 
by the Influence of Family Background and 5 percent of respondents were influenced by an Individual Candidate. Therefore, it can be 
inferred that a majority 50% of the respondents were influenced by the State Level Political Parties, on the other hand 20 per cent of 
respondents were influenced by the powerful dominant rich person of the village. Similarly, 15% of the respondents in the panchayat 
were influenced by the National Level respectively. 

Table-3: Distribution of respondents according to their Influence of various media advertisements 
     Total number of respondents =400 

S.N0. Status of the Influence of various media advertisements Frequency Percentage 
1. Influence of the Newspapers pamphlets, wall magazines 

advertisements 
216 54 

2. Influence of the Television advertisements 100 25 
3. Influence of the social media advertisements 64 16 
      4. Influence of the Radio advertisements 20 5 
Total 400 100 

Source:  Primary Data  
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The table-3 above clearly depicts that the status of various media influences upon the respondents (Voters) and through 
which advertisements they are getting their intended information regarding provisions of elections. Out of 400 respondents, a majority 
54% of the respondents opine that they were influenced by the Influence of the Newspapers pamphlets, wall magazines 
advertisements. Similarly, 25% of the respondents were influenced by the Influence of the Television advertisements, whereas 16% of 
the respondents were influenced by the Influence of the social media advertisements. However, 5% of the respondents were influenced 
by the Influence of the Radio advertisements. Therefore, it can be concluded that, a majority 54% of the respondents were influenced 
by the Influence of the Newspapers pamphlets, wall magazines advertisements. Similarly, 25% of the respondents were influenced by 
the Influence of the Television advertisements respectively.  
 

Table-4: Distribution of respondents according to their Influence of choosing NOTA option 
     Total number of respondents =400 

S.N0. Status of the Influenced Factors for choosing NOTA option   Frequency Percentage 

1. The right candidates are not in the election race 160 40 
2. Candidates lack previous political experience 20 5 
3. Candidates with honest goodness are not in the competition 40 10 
4. Candidates Without proper political policies and party agenda 60 15 
  5.  Candidates who are committed to village development are 

not in the competition 
120 30 

Total 400 100 
Source:  Primary Data  
 

The table-2 above shows the details regarding the respondents choosing for the None of the Above (NOTA) option in the 
panchayat elections of obulkeshapur village of Jangaon district. Out of 400 respondents, a majority 40% of the respondents opine that 
they were chosen NOTA option in the panchayat election due to the right candidates are not in the election race. Similarly, 30% of the 
respondents were opined that they opted NOTA option in the panchayat election mainly due to Candidates who are committed to 
village development are not in the competition, whereas 15% of the respondents were stated that reason for choosing NOTA option 
owing to candidates without proper political policies and party agenda. However, 10% of the respondents were selected NOTA on 
account of Candidates with honest goodness are not in the competition and 5% of the respondents were opted NOTA because of 
Candidates lack previous political experience respectively. Thus, it can be said that majority of the respondents from the obulkeshapur 
village of Jangaon district are choosing NOTA option in the panchayat election. 

 
Table-5: Distribution of respondents according to their Influence of Election Machinery voter’s awareness programme      
     Total number of respondents =400 

S.N0. Status of the Impact of various Election 
Machinery’s voter awareness programme      

Frequency Percentage 

1. Have good impact 224 56 
2. Have moderate impact 104 26 
3. Have some impact   40 10 
      4. No impact 32  08 
Total 400 100 

Source:  Primary Data  
 

The table-5 above clearly indicates the variations in perceptions of respondents in panchayat elections of obulkeshapur 
village of Jangaon district over an impact of various Election Machinery’s voter awareness programmes. Out of 400 respondents, a 
majority 56% of the respondents opine that an impact of various Election Machinery’s voter awareness programmes through folk 
dramas, cultural arts and various performances have been observed at every nook and corner of obulkeshapur village. Further, they 
said that an impact of Surveillance of electoral machinery at the field level and Monitoring of C-Vigil app on vulnerable sections of 
the society can also be seen on motivational front too. On the other hand, 26% of the respondents opine that elections commission of 
India’s initiatives and awareness programmes have moderate impact on voters of the village, whereas 10% of respondents felt that 
they have seen some impact and 8% of the voters felt that there is no impact of Election Machinery’s voter awareness programmes on 
their behaviour. 
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Thus, it can be said that a majority of the respondents from the obulkeshapur village of Jangaon district are having an impact 
of various Election Machinery’s voter awareness programmes in the panchayat election. 
 
Conclusion  

Many changes are taking place in the behaviour of voters during elections in India today due to many factors like cash for 
vote, voting for their caste, voting under the influence of political parties, vote for liquor, vote for their religion etc. In a democracy, 
voters are free to exercise their voting right it is possible only when voters cast their ballots in elections to choose a right person with 
political consciousness, independently, impartially by side-lining all the prejudices to ensure fruitful democracy and people’s 
participation and involvement in decision making process at the grassroots level democracy, today the time is approaching. “The vote 
is the backbone of democracy” Abraham LincoIn rightly said that “The Ballot is stronger than the bullet”, So in order to preserve 
democracy and make use of its power for vibrant India there is an urgent need for educated youth to take advantage of the right to vote 
as their social responsibility only then will democracy blossom into three flowers into six nuts. Every voter should exercise their right 
to vote Without being subject to any temptations such as cash for vote, Consumption of alcohol, voting for their caste, voting under 
the influence of political parties, voting under the influence of the big man of the village, Subject to personal influence etc., with social 
consciousness with the idea of choosing the right representative to vote If elected, we will be the defenders of democracy at the 
grassroots level Panchayat Raj Institutions. 
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