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Abstract 

Education is very important factor for overall development of a person. Any society can make progress only if it’s both sexes 
are getting education equally. If we talk about Indian history, especially that of Punjab, it becomes apparent that it was not common 
among Punjabi to educate women over the centuries. They were confined to the four walls of the house. When struggle for 
independence started in India, it also affected Punjab as well, because of which, women started getting education. Through the efforts 
of various social reformative waves in Punjab, attention was given towards education of women. Educating women through 
newspapers was one most important effort. Newspaper ‘Punjabi Bhain’ being published at that time was one such important 
newspaper which started educating women in local language. In this research document, we will make an effort to highlight some 
important aspects regarding women education through ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper.  
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Introduction 

Media has played a vital role in freedom struggle. If we talk about the National Movement the Print Media has all along been 
the backbone of all mass movements or popular upsurge during the period of struggle. At the time of the first war of independence a 
number of papers were in operation in the country. In the struggle against the British, some newspapers played a very notable role to 
spread the feel of nationalism and making the people aware about exploitation and atrocities done due to the British administrative 
policies and structure. Women education is contributing overall development and progress of our country. Though Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy was the founder of National Press in India, a few papers were working before him. Sambad-Kaumudi in Bengali was published in 
1821 and Mirat-Ul-Akbar in Persian published in 1822 by Raja Ram Mohan Roy. These were the first publications in India with a 
distinct nationalist and democratic progressive orientation. In 1822, FardaonjiMurzban, the pioneer of the Vernacular Press in 
Bombay, started Bombay Samachar, which still is in existence. 

 
During 1870 to 1918 some other powerful newspapers were emerged these years under the work guidance of distinguished 

and fearless journalists. These were the Hindu and Swadesamitran under the editorship of G. Subramaniya Iyer. These News Papers 
emerged as the voice of Nationalist and were working on the ideology of reformists. Kesari and Mahratta under B.G. Tilak, Bengalee 
under Surendranath Banerjea, Amrita Bazar Patrika under Sisir Kumar Ghosh and Motilal Ghosh, Indian Mirror under N.N. Sen, 
Voice of India under Dadabhai Naoroji were some of the famous News Papers of this period. Some of the News Papers had worked to 
improve the poor condition of society, and raised their voices for women education, against sati system, Castes, widow remarriage etc.  
Newspaper ‘Punjabi Bhain’ being published at that time was one such important newspaper which started educating women in local 
language. Women play important role in our social life. An educated woman prepares good atmosphere for the family members. 
Education is an indicator of development in any society. Education develops intellect of a person and refines it further. It fastens the 
process of socialisation in the society. Education is important for every person and section of society. It is even more important for 
women because it makes their development and empowerment possible. By educating a woman, we make her economically 
independent, socially secure, politically equal to a man, mentally alert and strong. 

 
"Putt padyasaurdi putter di ikjaan. 

dheepadyahovindi sari kul vidvaan,"1 
 
(The couplet means – if you will teach your son, only one soul will be benefited, but if you will teach a girl, then the whole family 
would be taught.) 
 

Here we will discuss the contribution made by ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper for women education. During the era of Sikh re-
awakening, Sikh leaders took steps for improvement in the situation of women, in the light of Sikh Principles and History. Even some 
newspapers were started with an intention to improve situation of women in the society, such as ‘Istri Satsang’ (1904), ‘Panth 
Mitre’, monthly newspaper with photos. In these newspapers, the idea of widow marriage and women education was propagated. But 
the basic ideology of these newspapers was that women are below the men. ‘Punjabi Bhain’ was the only newspaper, which promoted 
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the idea of equality of men-women. Pious quote of Satguru Ji e.g.,‘Dhiyan PutarSabh Hari KeKiye’ means all sons and daughters 
are the creation of God. ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper stresses upon educating daughters equally to sons. To treat daughters equally and 
emphasizes upon that daughters should also be given education, like sons who are given education with degrees like B.A. and M.A. 
and put in the category of graduates. As such, daughters should also be given education.2 

 
Newspaper ‘Punjabi Bhain’ emphasized upon education of women. In order to promote school going girls for higher 

education, this newspaper started ‘Bhagbari Medal’ in Sikh Girls College, Ferozepur.3 While on the one hand, this newspaper 
stressed upon imparting education to women, whereas on the other hand, it was talking about the steps being taken in Europe for 
education. Such as citing example of opening of a university in France with the efforts of women and working of 19 thousand 
educated ladies in schools.4 

 
 During the era of Sikh re-awakening, contribution of the establishment of Sikh Girls College, Ferozepur for development of 
education among women is not less than that of Bhai Takhat Singh5 and his wife Bibi Harnam Kaur. This college was opened on 5th 
November 1892 and the boarding house was opened in March-April 1904.6 This newspaper was not only an ordinary newspaper but it 
proved to be a wave for women empowerment in Punjab, the results of which are apparent in the coming years. A society, in which, 
Sikh girls were advised to remain inside their houses, it was for the first time with the efforts of Bhai Takhat Singh Ji that Sikh girls 
came out of their homes and started getting education in boarding house. Besides Sikh girls, girls of other religions and communities 
also started getting education. It was like a revolution in Sikh society about women education. “Educational and stage performance of 
the student of this institution had gained fame within the state and outside as well.”7 

 
 Educated wife is required, education is respected everywhere, education gives happiness, education is supreme. Parents who 
want their children to be respected everywhere, must provide education to them.8 

 
“Vidyalay Divyan Desh Ki, 

Punjabi Sukhkar 
Sukhen SabhDesh Ko, 
Nek Guna Da Taar. 
Nek Guna Da Taar, 

Janam Safala Ki Daati. 
Sabh Vidya Datar, 

Gurmukhi Anmat Ghati. 
Kehat Jawahar Singh, 

Bhai Sahib Rakh Palya, 
Sada Atal Ehu Rahe, 

Sikh Kanya Vidyalaya.9 

 
 Newspaper ‘Punjabi Bhain’ is encouraging for getting education and also for contributing in its development. As ‘Musalman 
Kanya Pathshala’ in Aligarh is progressing day by day and in Bhopal, females of Rajgharana are trying to get education. Great 
applause to this courage! Dear Sisters, will you also get education from this?10 

 
 Wife of Bhai Takhat Singh Bibi Harnam Kaur, besides teaching in the school was also imparting mixed training to her 
students including sewing, tailoring, weaving, cooking, secular education etc. An association of these women was constituted, where 
thousands of books were being studied besides gaining knowledge of other different arts.11Upto the year 1915, around 260 girl 
students had already taken admission in the boarding house. It was a house, which had been taken on rent. Bhai Takhat Singh and Bibi 
Harnam Kaur were also living in the same.12Upto the year 1904, around 100 girl students took admission in this College, which 
included daughters of several senior government officials and famous personalities.13 Maharaja Patiala and Maharaja Nabha were 
extending financial help for College.14 In the year 1914, one training class was started in Sikh Girls College, Ferozepur for creating 
teachers competent for educating women. Through Khalsa Samachar, less experienced teachers were given suggestions to take benefit 
of this class.15 

 
 Keeping in view the contribution of this institution and the fact that Panth did not provide adequate support to it, Prof. Puran 
Singh complained that had the institution received its due support, it could become a Women University as well. Had a person like 
Bhai Takhat Singh born in Japan, he would have been successful in fulfilling his dream to establish a Women’s University.16 
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 In pursuance to the articles published in ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper for strengthening this agenda of encouraging women 
education, efforts were made for the education of women in London City, who are not bringing fame to the nation with their 
knowledge. On the other hand, women of Egypt, considering the value of education are now getting higher education.17 Through this 
newspaper, many male writers made several appeals to the effect that educating a woman is more important than a man. A man cannot 
get education if he is subjected to the problems which are being faced by women for the same purpose.  An educated lady can bring 
more benefit to her religion and nation than an education male.18 Long articles were published in ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper for 
giving assurance to conservative people. It was stated by the readers that education will enable women to be better wives and better 
person.19 

 
Vision reflected through the articles published in ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper and its programmes, with regard to women 

education indicates that need for women’s education is equal to that of men and it is necessary for a successful married life. The idea 
of women education as promulgated in ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper not only focuses towards the timely need of education but it 
emphasises that education can change overall life style. It is the conviction of ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper that women education is a 
must if society-religion is to be developed. It promoted an education which not only included multifarious knowledge but efficiency in 
household works as well. It was the conviction of ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper that for the awakening of Sikh Dharam, it is necessary 
for the women to be aware about Sikh religious ideology. It will not only bring religious growth but also help in making life of men 
more religious. So, in view of the vision, decision, conviction and efforts of ‘Punjabi Bhain’ newspaper with regard to education of 
women, it can be concluded that besides creating fundamental possibilities, it also obtained desired results as well.  
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