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Abstract 

Gandhi has specific perspectives in every aspect of life such as socio- economic, political and educational scenario. His 
educational thought leads to the development of all aspects of human personality. By education, he means an all- round development 
of man including body, mind and spirit. The end of education is not to increase the percentage of literacy. In fact, literacy is neither the 
end of education nor even the beginning. For him, the end of education is to make enable man to earn and learn, enable them to meet 
their basic needs, ensure them the use of local resources. In 1937, Gandhi developed a scheme of education known as National 
Programme in Basic Education (Nai talim). The aim of this scheme of Basic Education is to help child to use innate potentialities for 
creative and productive work. Gandhi also emphasized the need of educating the child through manual work, not as a side activity, but 
as the prime means of intellectual training. Basic education is based on the fundamental principle of ‘learning by doing’. It promotes 
skill education by giving man a platform to develop his ability of self- reliance in all respects. The objective of this research paper is to 
investigate the concept of skill education and self- sustainability as reflected in Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy and its relevance in 
present day society.  
 
Keywords: Literacy, Basic Education, Skill Education, Self- Reliance, Self- Sustainability. 
 
1. Introduction 

The term education gives different understandings according to its application in the day to day processes. Since the beginning of 
history of education till recent times, the concept of education has been prevalent as acquisition of knowledge. “It is education which 
can give direction for the requirement of the primitive impulses of the child”1. Education as a means as well as end of knowledge in 
relation to a definition of philosophy is love of knowledge. Francis Bacon, a great philosopher and thinker stated that “knowledge is 
power” and hence the knowledge of the universe around is instrumental progress of society. Another Greek Philosopher Plato said that 
knowledge is virtue. Even Lord Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita has set knowledge as one of the qualifications of a Sthitaprajna, person 
equanimity, poise and mental balance.  

 
Generally, education means the acquisition of knowledge and experience as well as the development of skills, habits and attitudes 

which help a person to lead a full and wrathful material as well as non-material life. By Education, Gandhi means “an all-around 
development, drawing out of the best in the child-man body, mind and spirit”2. Gandhi’s concept of basic education mainly reflects 
practical embodiment of his philosophy of education. The main aim of Basic Education was to purify the heart and mind of all people 
and create a society free from all exploitation and aggression view in this light. Gandhi was a great educationist; he called his scheme 
of education ‘basic’ because it stands for the art of living. He tried to reorient the educational system towards practical sense. The 
principle of basic education includes academic subjects through which productive activities are taught in the form of agriculture, rural 
industries, gardening, animal husbandry and the like. He said:  

 
Basic education is meant to transform village children into model villagers. It is principally designed for them. 
The inspiration for it has come from the village3. 

 
According to Gandhi, students should learn the principle of self-help, self-reliance and the dignity of labor along with their 

various academics. For him, the medium of education should be creative in practical life and not text books. Education in handicrafts 
teaches the dignity of labor and combines learning and doing. Education according to Gandhi was a harmonious development of the 
body, mind and soul.  Literacy is neither the end of education nor even its beginning. It is only one of the means where by men and 

                                                             
1M. K. Gandhi, (1937), Harijan, pp. 5-8. 
2M. K. Gandhi, (1947), Harijan,1947, p.401. 
3W. K. Gandhi, Constructive Programme, New Delhi: Navajivan Publishing House, p. 18.  
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women can, be educated. Literacy in itself is no education. He wanted to begin the child’s education by teaching it a useful handicraft 
and enabling it to produce from the moment it begins training. When a person has a certain manual training to his credit, there is no 
question of un-employment after leaving the school. He would be able to engage himself and earn his livelihood by doing manual 
work, one ‘s gets physical exercise, and the body becomes strong and healthy. This self-supporting education inculcates the right 
attitudes on the young mind. So, his concept of ―all-round development of mind can take place only when it precedes PARIPASSU 
with the education of the physical and spiritual faculty of the child4. They constitute an individual whole. Gandhi placed great 
emphasis on character building moral and spiritual education. He said that literary training by itself adds not an inch to once moral 
heights and character building is independent of literacy training. Character building is more important than literacy. Gandhi asserted 
that literacy in itself is no education, but he did not understate the quality of intellectual accomplishment. He said that I hold that true 
education of the intellect can only come through a proper exercise and training of the bodily organs. Example: hands, feet, eyes, ears, 
nose, etc. in other words, an intelligent use of the bodily organs in a child provides the best and quickest way of developing his 
intellect.5 

 
2. Basic Education (Nai Talim) as a foundation for Skill education 

Education was recognized as a source of illumination, which provided correct lead in the various spheres of life. According to 
the contemporary thinking, education is the ‘third eye’ of man, which gave him insight into all affairs and taught him how to act6. If 
we look at the perspective of Indian education system, definitely we can say that Gandhi’s concept of basic education has a great 
relevance in promoting skill education and self- sustainability. Basic education aims at building society on the basis of truth, non- 
violence, justice and equality. Self- reliant citizen with a well-balanced personality is one of the fundamental goals of basic education. 
Gandhi preaches the doctrine of ‘simple living and high thinking’ which develops a positive attitude of mind. Basic education mainly 
promotes manual work and intellectual work on equal terms which has great relevance to existing conditions and societal attitudes 
towards work. It also develops the faculties of the heart and mind by developing the habit of critical enquiry and judgment in an 
objective manner. Gandhi’s basic idea was to make education self-supporting through craft, agriculture and other productive work. He 
believed that unless and until education makes a young man and woman self- reliant, it has no value. In the Harijan on September, 11, 
1937, Gandhi remarked: 

 
Education ought to be for them (the people) a kind of insurance against unemployment. The child at the end of 
14 years- after he had finished his 7 years- is to be discharged as an earning unit….7 

 
Basic education can provide a job- oriented education. Gandhi advocates the creation of a balanced and harmonious social 

order in which the ethical values of truth and love and without the discrimination of rich and poor. Gandhi’s basic education also 
involves the aspect of value education. Moral and ethical knowledge is the first principle of education. Without the knowledge of 
morality, no student can be considered to be healthy in mental and physical terms. For him, a person who fails differentiate between 
right and wrong cannot raise the essential level of a true student. The attainment of spiritual growth that has been described by 
Mahatma Gandhi as an essential part of education can be gained only through morality and ethics.  

 
 Gandhi gave stress to the higher education. Education is considered to be a contribution factor to the success of young 
generation. More and more educationists are trying to enhance the capability of youth strengths for gaining competitive advantages. 
The education enhancement has invaded equality into the service and development of character for any significant outcome. Education 
has a key role to play in testing whether the moral and spiritual qualities of an individual influence, the improved youth development 
performance, and these practices serve the intended purpose or not. Moreover, as dynamism is creeping in the higher education. The 
character building is becoming an indispensable component of the modern education society. The time is now right to think these 
values attribute as an instrument to improve the qualitative output of an individual service and developing society.   
 

 According to Gandhi, education should create useful, responsible and dynamic citizens.  He said literacy is neither the 
beginning nor the end of education.  This is only through which men or women can be educated. Gandhi believed that one of the 
essential aims of education is the moral development or character development.  About this, Gandhi has written in his autobiography: 

 

                                                             
4 M. K. Gandhi, (1953), To Students, edited by Bharatan Kumarappa, Ahmedabad: Navajivan Publishing House, pp. 7-8. 
5 M. K. Gandhi, (1947), Harijan, p.2. 
6 Chauhan, CPS, (2004), Modern Indian Education: Policies, Progress and Problems, New Delhi: Kanishka Publishers, p.3. 
7 M. K. Gandhi, (1937), Harijan, p.23. 
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 I have always given top position to culture of heart and character development in the process of education. I 
consider character building as the main and essential basis of educational development. So, Gandhi wanted to 
bring changes in Higher Education, ―I would re- revolutionalized college education and relate it to national 
necessities. There would be attached to the different industries which should pay for the training of the graduates 
they need…. Commerce will have its own college. There remain arts, medicine and agriculture8. 

 
Gandhi has given importance on skill-oriented education. He believes that the aim of education should be to develop skill by 

which man can strengthen their ability. Skill education may promote self- sustainability. A self- reliant and poverty free society could 
be created only when education system would be able to develop the entrepreneurship skills in the children. Increasing productivity 
through the development of proper work skills will accelerate the economic development as well. In this context, the importance is 
given to Gandhi’s Nai Talim due to the vitality of vocational education for all round development of the child and wellbeing of the 
country.  

 
2.1. Basic Education (Nai Talim): A tool for sustainable development (Self- sustainability) 

Basic Education (Nai Talim) is a principle which states that knowledge and work are not separate. Gandhi’s Nai Talim is a 
manifestation of his perception of a society consisting of self-reliant communities with ideal citizen being an industrious, self-
respecting and generous individual living in a small cooperative community. By Education Gandhi meant overall development of 
child by drawing out his inner capabilities He gave the concept of 3H. He emphasized on Hand (psychomotor domain), Heart 
(spiritual domain) and Head (cognitive domain)9. Nai Talim is based on these 3Hs, development of Hand by imbibing skills for 
selection, acquisition and use of tools and materials for different forms of productive work, development of Heart through 
development of self-esteem and confidence through achievements in various productive work and development of Head by helping 
the pupils to identify their individual, family and community needs and to acquaint them with productive activities accordingly. The 
overall development of the child results in the practice of these 3Hs.  

 
The system of education in India has been subject to criticism due to its unrealistic and unproductive nature. Traditional 

education emphasizes on literacy, abstract and text-based knowledge which fails to develop skills in the pupils whereas Gandhi’s Nai 
talim proposes to make central emphasis on the role of handcrafts such as weaving, metal work, pottery, spinning, etc. to symbolize 
self-sufficiency. According to Gandhi’s view literacy alone is not education therefore child must be educated by teaching him useful 
handcrafts,so that he could survive in the society and develop a sense of dignity for labour he valued practical knowledge much more 
than learning from books10. Through Nai Talim the father of the nation wanted to make villages self-reliant. In short, he dreamed to 
make rural areas independent; it is an approach towards the total personality development and is based on four principles -   

 
1. Education in mother tongue along with handcrafts. 
2. Useful Vocational Education according to the societal needs.   
3. Learning must be linked with vocation. 
4. Work should be productive and socially useful in nature. 

Basic Eductaion (Nai Talim) is an important tool for sustainable development as the above principles justify that application of 
it will be helpful in imbibing skills in the child and will help in long term economic development by eradicating poverty and 
making pupils self-reliant immediately after completion of their education. 
 

3. Conclusion 
Gandhi’s concept of skill education has great relevance in the present society by which sustainable development can be 

achieved through implementation of Basic Education (Nai Talim) in the education system. As the principles of Basic Education (Nai 
Talim) meet the requirement of sustainable development, and education is the best pathway to empower the pupils, who are the futures 
of the nation and upon whose shoulder lays the development of the society and nation as whole11. Implementation of Basic Education 
                                                             
8 M.K Gandhi, (1927), My Experiment with Truth, Ahmadabad: Navajivan Publishing House, p.  
9 Hendricks, A., (2018), ‘Nai Talim’- A Tool for Sustainable Development of the Society, International Journal for Research in Engineering 

Application & Management, November, p. 4. 
10 Ibid 
11 Ibid 
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(Nai Talim) has crucial importance such as cleaning the school campus and gardening seems to be a routine feature in most of the 
educational institutions though productive work. But the time has come to move forward and take concrete steps to develop skills in 
the students for making them understand the real world of work and undertake other activities to prepare and nurture them with skills 
for lifelong engagement in productive work.  

 
Gandhi said  

I would prefer to start a child's education after teaching him some useful manual industry and enabling him for 
some innovative creation. Every school can be self-reliant.12 

 
Education should offer a child such a strength that he can be free from tension about his future (i.e., What to do?)  at the end 

of education. Everyone should learn how to become self- dependent. Self- dependent means relief from economical, social, mental or 
any type of surjection - individual's being self-reliant. An individual should acquire three-fold independence (self-reliance) after 
completing education that is why Gandhi had advocated skill- education, so that the individual can stand on his legs (be -self-reliant), 
that is he/she can be self-dependent, self-reliant. The ultimate aim of self-reliance and self-realization is the essential outcome of the 
method of basic education. Gandhi's concept of basic education is an integrated whole, consisting of all aspects of education, such as 
spiritual, physical, intellectual and vocational. Religious education is an integral part of basic education. He believed that the purpose 
of education should be an all-round development of an individual. 

 
Gandhi said 

Basic education links the children, whether of the cities or the villages, to all that is best and lasting in India. It 
develops both the body and the mind, and keeps the child rooted to the soil with a glorious vision of the future in 
the realization of which he or she begins to take his or her share from the very commencement of his or her 
career in school13. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
12 Ibid 
13 W. K. Gandhi, (1961), Constructive Programme, New Delhi: Navajivan Publishing House, p. 18. 
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