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Abstract 
COVID-19 is impacting everyone across the world.  COVID-19 is affecting negatively all the industries. Schools and 

colleges are also impacted in a bad way.  The teaching methodology and the system created in such a way where the students and 
teachers interact with each other on daily basis for the learning purpose.  Due to COVID-19 schools are closed and hence the online 
classes are in place as an alternate way for learning which is not that easy for the students and teachers because of various challenges 
they face. In this paper, we discuss the challenges to the students and teachers from a student’s perspective. 
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Introduction 

Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases 
such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. Coronavirus disease named COVID-19 by 
WHO which is discovered in 2019 and has not been previously identified in humans. Coronaviruses can be transmitted between 
animals and people. The known symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, headache, and difficulties in breathing. In worst 
situation cases, the virus can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and even death. Regular 
handwashing, covering the mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing are the best ways to prevent it. It is advisable to maintain 
social distancing to avoid the spread of the virus. The first wave of COVID-19 impacted hugely, and many countries have lost 
valuable human beings. now the second wave is in place and a huge number of people infected and died. As of 11 May 2021, there are 
158 651 638 confirmed cases and 3 299 764 deaths across the world1. As of 9 May 2021, a total of 1,206,243,409 vaccine doses have 
been administered. The USA (32396273 cases), India (22992517) and Brazil(15184790) are the topmost affected countries in the 
world. Most of the states were affected in India and currently, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Delhi and Kerala are the most 
affected states2.  
 
Status of the Industry and educational institutes 

At the time of the first wave of COVID-19 in India, the government of India and the state governments were announced the 
strict lockdown which applied to the industries and all the educational institutes across the country. Even after lifting the lockdown, 
the industries were functional, but the schools were not opened. Industries were facing a lot of challenges during the first wave and 
second wave. The school were not opened physically in the academic year 2020-21, many schools have conducted online class, and 
few are not able to do such practice, but as a common approach, the student moved to next year. Because of the second wave of 
COVID-19, no idea whether the schools will open this year (2021-22) or not. Due to the sudden changes in the learning methods and 
new technologies (Notepad, mobile, desktop and Laptops), usage of networking, students and teachers are facing a lot of challenges. 

 
Challenges to the school students 
 We are not able to interact with our friends and missing the friendly atmosphere.  
 We miss the school environment which gives positive energy. 
 Since we attend online class through digital devices, we are not able to sit for long hours and strains eyes. 
 The interaction between the teacher and students is not that good compare to a physical class. 
 The offline class helps us to interact with students from various languages and learn many languages but now that is not 

possible. 
 At home, most of the time we speak our native language, we are not getting an opportunity to improve the speaking skills. 
 Students and teachers’ bond are missing which can happen only through face to face to meet. 
 We are not able to play on the ground. 
 We are missing the computer lab and skills. 
 Learning is enjoyable at school but not at home, through an online class.  
 Discussion and group study help for better learning which is missing now. 
 No opportunity to visit the library.  
 Missing the friends on the school bus. 
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 School assembly help with many things like learning thoughts, new words and new reading opportunity.  
 Science exhibition and experimental activities are missing. 
 Celebrations like children, teacher’s day and seasonal festivals are missing. 
 Parent’s meetings are not happening in person so real-time interaction is missing.  

 
Challenges to the school teachers 
 Since the schools are not fully functional, it may affect the financial part of the teachers. 
 Since it is an online class, teachers to learn new technologies like Google classroom, Zoom, etc.  
 Evaluating the answer sheets in the digital mode is challenging. 
 Teachers are not able to access whether the students are able to understand or not. 
 Teachers may be missing the psychological assessment of the students which can be done the only face to face.  
 Work-life balance may not be good as they need to work for school and family as well. 
 They may be stressed due to unusual work because of the online class. 
 Disturbance by the parents during an online class. 
 No opportunity for parents and teachers to interact in person. 
 Knowledge sharing between the teachers are missing. 

 
Conclusion 

COVID-19 challenges are common for everyone in multiple ways. It is not that easy to come out of the pandemic. Also, we 
can't simply wait for the diseases to go out because it may take a long time. It is important to find out the challenges faced by the 
students and teachers so that they can be resolved for the benefits of everyone. Also, by taking vaccination and finding new medicine 
we can overcome the COVID-19 challenges. 
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