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Abstract 
Ambedkar played a pivotal role in the framing of Indian constitution. His conception of social justice is fore grounded in human 
equality. He believed that social justice is indispensable and this ideal can be achieved only when political and economic justice get 
actualized. His vision is to build a self-reliant India and he strongly believed that a country cannot be prosperous by keeping a section 
of its citizen ‘depressed’. Being the chairman of drafting committee, he enacted several constitutional provisions for the upliftment of 
the deprived class which takes the form of positive discrimination or Reservation policy in India which illustrates his deep faith in 
social justice, Equality and human dignity. 
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Introduction 
The Hindu social structure is ridden with caste and communities which create walls and barriers of segregation. This obnoxious vice 
of social inequality assumes a particularly reprehensible form to the backward castes and communities which are treated as 
untouchables. One who champions against injustice in the India was B R Ambedkar. His bitter experience in life made him relentless 
critique of caste-based society.  According to him caste system, patriarchy and exploitation of workers were the major impediment to 
the establishment of a just society. Only through social restructuring could such gender and social injustice be curtailed.  
 
 The most pertinent principle of caste system is the fixation of rights and continuance thereof by heredity (Thorat, Social 
exclusion 4). For instance, in the economic field every person must follow the occupation assigned to the caste to which he or she 
belonged. It left no scope for individual capabilities, choices or inclinations. This leads to isolation and social exclusion, which is 
inimical to free social order. Another equally important principle is the unequal entitlement of rights among castes. When there is 
inequality in the distribution of rights, it left little scope for the lower caste to improve their lives. They are deprived of their rights to 
choose their occupations, acquire property and receive education. In this hierarchy Brahmins are considered as ‘super social beings’ 
worthy of special entitlement and rights and untouchables are treated as ‘subhuman beings’ considered unworthy of any rights. The 
disabilities they suffer are so severe that they are physically and socially isolated and excluded from the rest of the society. For 
Ambedkar “Isolation and exclusiveness” makes them anti-social and inimical to one another”. (5) 
 

In this context, it is necessary to recognize that the Hindu social order provides no social and economic rights to the deprived 
castes, it gives multiple privileges and rights to the higher castes particularly the Brahmins, for teaching Vedas, officiating at a 
sacrifice and receiving grants and presents are the exclusive rights or occupation of Brahmins. There is no restriction to take up any 
occupation except the occupation of untouchables. This unique feature of exclusive privilege of Brahmins and denial of minimum 
rights to lower castes particularly untouchables is important to understand the present inter – caste economic inequality. He said, 
“Turn in any direction you like, caste is the monster that crosses your path, you cannot have political reforms, you cannot have 
economic reform, unless you kill the monster” (Ambedkar, Annihilation 36). Unequal access to education is another core feature of 
caste system. Formal education was confined to the study of Vedas in schools and the state did not take any responsibility in teaching 
arts and science. In the absence of formal education each caste managed to transmit to its progeny the traditional way of doing things. 
It was not so much the access to read Vedas that mattered for the deprived caste but the denial of right to education and opportunities 
to develop human capabilities. Ambedkar observed: Thus, the Hindu social order involves a slave like character. Here slave is not an 
end in himself, he is fulfilling the end desires of others. Ambedkar argued that “Caste system is not a division of labor, but also 
division of laborers. Division of society is needed in a civilized society, but no civilized society has division of labor accompanied by 
division of laborer’s”. (10) This division of labor is not based on natural aptitudes. Social and individual efficiency requires to develop 
the capacity of an individual to the point of competency to choose one’s career. This principle has been violated in caste system. 

 
When Ambedkar became the chairman of drafting committee, he introduced a slew of constitutional provisions to safeguard 

the rights of Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes. As a remedy against social discrimination, the focus of which is equal 
participation in multiple spheres. And against economic exploitation he proposed to adopt state Socialism. Ambedkar played two-fold 
role in the making of the constitution of India i.e., as a Champion of Untouchables on one hand and as the main architect of the Indian 
constitution. Ambedkar aims to reconstruct the existing unequal social into a just egalitarian society based on the principles of Justice, 
Liberty and Fraternity. 
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Constitutional Safeguards 
Dr. Ambedkar’s quest for social justice can be visualized in the philosophy, policy, and ideals of the constitution of India. 

The concern of the constitution makers of the depressed and the weaker section of society is reflected in the Preamble. Preamble is a 
brief introductory statement that sets out the guiding purpose and principle of the document. The egalitarian ideology that B. R. 
Ambedkar propagated has been well summarized in the chapter III and IV of Indian constitution i.e., the Fundamental Rights and the 
Directive principles. The fundamental rights are defined as the basic human rights of all citizens. These rights, defined in part III of 
the constitution, apply irrespective of race, place of birth, religion, caste, creed or gender. “It guarantees civil rights and prevents state 
from encroaching on individual liberty and enforces democratic principles based on equality on all members of the society. It is well 
described as the Magna carta of India”. (Pandey, Constitution 51). 

 
Some of these rights are as follows: The overarching principle behind any kind of affirmative action is Equality. Equality 

under the eye of law is the principle that each independent being must be treated equally before law and that all are subject to the same 
laws of justice. The phrase ‘Equality before law’ and ‘equal protection of laws’ are two phrases under A.14. ‘Equality before law’ 
means all are equal in the eyes of law. No one is above law. ‘equal protection of laws’ means people in similar circumstance should be 
treated equally.  

 
Article.16 States:(1) There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters to employment or any office under the state. 
 
(2) No citizen, shall, only on ground of religion, race, caste, sex, descent place of birth resident or in any of them be ineligible or 
discriminated against in respect of any employment or office under the state. 
 
(4) Empowers the state to make provisions for the reservation of post in government jobs in favor of backward citizens which in the 
opinion is not adequately represented. 
 
A.17 Abolishes Untouchability 
To Mahatma Gandhi, ‘Untouchability is a crime against the God and Humanity’ (Chitkara, Social justice 67) 
 
A.19-Right to Freedom 
 A.19 (5) The constitution of India guarantees the tribal people right to own property and enjoy it in any part of the country. 
 
A. 21 – Protection of life and personal liberty. 
 
A. 25 – Protection of interest of minorities religion, race, caste, language, no bar to admission in educational institutions. 
 
 A. 38 – State to secure a social order for the promotion of welfare of people. 
 
A. 243 – D – Reservation of seats for scheduled caste and scheduled tribes in Panchayaths. 
 
A. 330 – Reservation of seats for scheduled caste and tribes in the Lok sabha. 
 
A. 335 – Claims of SC and ST to Services Posts. 
 
A. 338 – National Commission for scheduled caste and Scheduled Tribes. 
 
 
The Indian Constitution has been designed to break the shackles of traditional social hierarchies and to herald a new era of Freedom, 
Equality and Justice. It provides a strong, secure foundation for an inclusive, dignity protecting, and freedom sensitive society. These 
provisions have been enshrined in order to bring every individual on the same platform irrespective of one’s social, economic and 
political power and status. The idea of positive discrimination or ‘reservation’ for certain communities is based on the idea that “mere 
provisions, for formal equality would not bear scanty fruits. “The communities who have long been deprived of their fundamental 
rights cannot be left merely on the mercy of the formal principle of equality of opportunity”. In order to ensure their proper 
representation in the socio-economic and political life, they have been provided special constitutional safeguards”. 
(www.advancejournal.com). Reservation is thus one of the major means towards effective equalization and fundamental equity under 
our constitutional order. The right of equal opportunity under A.16 includes the rights of underprivileged under A.16(4). 
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The constitution not only provides fundamental rights to the citizens but also guarantees their enforcement in case of 
violation. Mere provisions of rights would scarcely be enough if no authorized machinery for their protection and enforcement. In 
order to protect the entire edifice of part III of the constitution, Constitutional remedies have been inserted. As per this article the 
Supreme court under Article 32 and High court under Article 226 are the guardians and defenders of fundamental rights of an 
individual and can issue writs in the form of Habeas Corpus, Mandamus, Prohibition, Quowarranto and Certiorari to their effect. 
These articles constitute the very essence of constitution. 

 
 Part IV of the constitution is earmarked for the realization of socio-economic democracy and social justice. It contains a 
separate list of policy guidelines known as ‘Directive Principle of state policy”. Ambedkar calls these principles as a ‘Novel feature of 
the constitution. These principles impose a moral obligation on the government for their implementation. They seek to realize the high 
ideals of equality, liberty, fraternity and justice. 
 
 
Judicial Response 
Justice Krishna Iyer, in N M Thomas case observed, 
 

“Redistribution to Harijan community insist on effective reforms, designed to produce equal partnership of the erstwhile the 
‘lowliest and the lost’ by state action formed by short run and long run sociologically potent perspective planning and implementation 
(AIR 1976 SC 49030) 

 
In Vasanth Kumar V State of Karnataka the court highlighted that, “The scheduled castes and the scheduled tribes and other 

socially and educationally backward classes need aid; they need facility, they need launching, they need propulsion. Their needs are 
their demands. The demands are matter of right and not philanthropy. They ask for parity and not charity”. (AIR1985 SC.1495).   
In Indra Sawhney V Union of India popularly known as Mandal case the court after analyzing the law and judicial decisions in the US, 
held: 
 

“The US Supreme Court had said repeatedly, if race be the basis of discrimination – past and present – race must also from 
the basis of redressal programs, though in our constitutional scheme it is not necessary to go that far”. (AIR 1993 SC 477). The court 
rightly perceived the value of employment in shaping the individual’s self-esteem and self-worthiness. This reflects the court’s 
upholding of the values of human worth and egalitarianism. 

 
Despite a plethora of provisions and Judicial response, the Scheduled castes and Tribes were severely subjected to wide 

spread atrocities, gross injustices, bonded labor, communal biases and not able to free themselves from the clutches of torture, 
humiliations, miseries, social and economic injustices practiced by upper caste Hindus. The objectives of reservation have been met so 
far as the quotas have been filled in the employment sector. There is proportional representation of scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes in state legislator and parliament. There can be little doubt that the situation would have been worse without such affirmative 
action. At the same time there were failures. Outcomes of reservation in higher education were not as good as government 
employment. The quotas for Scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in higher education remain unfilled by large margins. The student 
dropout rates are high, while completion rates are low. The reason is clear that school education has not been good enough to prepare 
them for higher education. Most students who come into higher education sector are first generation learners and are not at par with 
the average student who enters the world of work. Another disturbing fact is that the benefit of reservation has accrued mostly to the 
better off, the more educated Dalits and tribal, who get privilege through affirmative action whereas most people from same group are 
left out or remain excluded. Thus, exclusion persists for a substantial proportion for which affirmative action is needed and for whom 
such preferential treatment was introduced in the first place. 

 
Conclusion 

To ensure their participation and representation, as well as to assist them in forming a common personhood, a novel approach 
is needed. To improve the lives of women, Scheduled Castes, and Tribes, it is critical to enforce laws at the grass root level. Special 
officers with special powers should be assigned to monitor any discrimination against these classes. They must ensure that any 
instance of discrimination is viewed as a criminal offence. To ensure the efficient execution of budget allocation, central legislation 
should be implemented. Accelerating skill development programs helps to enhance their leadership qualities and to start new ventures 
in life. They can motivate themselves by enhancing their skills so that any obstacle they face can be turned into an opportunity for 
advancement. Equality is not a mere juridical notion of equality as equality before law or a political notion as equality of treatment. It 
is a value that denotes the kind of consideration that we need to extend to another person and in turn demand the same to ourselves.  
Democracy can be a way of life only by extending equal consideration to others. In the 21st century we must learn to embrace all 
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human beings and their culture as part of one great family (Vasudhaiva kutumbakam). We can certainly have our differences but 
should respectfully allow others to be different as well. 
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