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Abstract: The Indian National Movement was a popular, pluralist and multi sectional movement.  It was undoubtedly one of the 
biggest mass movements modern society had ever seen in the history.  It was a movement which galvanized millions of people of all 
classes and ideologies into political action and brought to its knees a mighty colonial empire.  Various divergent political groups led 
by Indian National Congress played a vital role in the Indian freedom struggle.  Various regions of India played a vital role in Indian 
Freedom Movement.  To get freed from the clutches of the British yoke, India witnessed a series of movements at the clarion call of 
Indian National Congress under the guidance and magical touch of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of Nation.  The Orissa was no 
exception from it.  Many leaders from Orissa sacrificed their lives, played a heroic role in the freedom struggle.  One such 
person,NilamaniRoutroy was regarded as one of the leading Gandhians of Orissa.  He was dazzled in the freedom movement as sky of 
Orissa by dint of his merit, benevolence, philanthropic work as well as the astute life.  His life was a long saga of dedication in the 
political and social life of his contemporary Orissa. After independence he went back from the congress ideology due to the excessive 
exercise of top-ranking political leaders.Joining in other parties he played a dynamic role in Orissan politics which adds further 
historiography of Orissan Modern History. 
 
Keywords:Pluralist, NilamaniRoutroy, Benevolence, Philanthropic. 
 
Introduction 
Nilamani babu, who started his active political life after independence, was a great son and a radiant star in the political horizon of 
Basudevpur in Balasore district. Practically, he was the real architect and destiny maker of Basudevpur area. In 1948, he was elected 
from Soro constituency and in 1952, he was also elected from Dhamnagar Constituency in Congress ticket. He was the Deputy Jail 
Minister in Home Affairs for the first time in the ministry of Navakrushna Choudhury.1 

 
 It was a matter of great affliction of destiny that, India got freedom on 15th August, 1947, but divided into two i.e., India and 
Pakistan as per the Indian Independence Act, 1947. The Pioneer of Cosmopolitanism forceful exponent of internationalism, architect 
of modern India, who presided over the destiny of modern India as long as sixteen years as first Prime Minister J. Nehru broadcasted 
in the midnight of the 14th August, 1947 to the people of India that, “we made a thrash with destiny”. On 26th January 1950, a new 
constitution came into force. As per the population, the constituencies of Legislative Assemblies and Parliament were formed. The 
general election of India was held in 1952 for the first time. Undivided Balasore was divided into some legislative and two 
Parliamentary Constituencies.In 1952, Universal adult Franchise was adopted in India. Chakradhara Behera contested from joint 
constituencies of Chandbali and Basudevpur from Congress Party.2 

 

 He defeated his nearest rival, independent candidate Narayan Jena backed by King of Konica with a long gap of votes. He 
was the member of Orissa Legislative Assembly since 1952 to 1957 under the Chief ministership of Navakrushna Choudhury.
 Dr.HarekrushnaMahatab was the Governor of Mumbai in 1956. But he was reluctant with staying at Mumbai because he was 
very much attached with Orissa politics. Rather he was anxious to be the Chief Minister of Orissa. NilamaniRoutroy, Biju Pattnaik, 
Biren Mitra also strongly supported that proposal. So Pabitra Mohan Pradhan named them as ‘Three Musketeers’. 
 
 Navakrushna Choudhury resigned from the post of Chief Minister ultimately and Mahatab became Chief Minister. Nilamani 
babu was Cabinet Minister of Supply, Commerce and Transport in Mahatab’sMinistry.The election was held in 1957. Nilamani babu 
contested from joint constituency of Basudevpur and Chandbali from Congess, Ghanashyam Dash was the contestant of Nilamani 
babu. At that time Tihidi, Chandabali, Banasada and Basudevpur constituted a single constituency, i.e., Chandbali. Chakradhar Behera 
also contested in 1957 against Nilamani babu while Nilamani babu was Deputy Minister to Home Affairs as he could be able to 
establish Banasada police station. Anyhow, Nilamani defeated his rivals. But his party did not secure majority, still with the support of 
other political parties Mahatab formed Ministry in 1957. Nilamani babu was the Supply, Commerce and Transport Minister.3 

 

 A thing is to be noted that, while Nilamani babu was the Minister in 1957, his constituency was severely attacked by the tide 
of the Sea. He played an active role for providing relief to the flood striken people.There was a severe flood in 1960 in Subarnarekha 
and Mahanadi etc. The train communication was interrupted. Nilamani babu had been to Balasore to hoist the flag on Independence 
Day. He remained there and visited the flood affected areas and directed to the District administration to provide help to the flood 
victims. While going to the distressed, he saw a helicopter in the sky and came to know later on that, Biju Pattnaik was supplying 
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foodtips by helicopter to the distressed. At that time Biju Pattnaik requested C.M. Mahatab to provide much foodtips by the helicopter, 
but Mahatab denied vehemently. Nilamani was quite ignorant of it. Biju babu applied Nilamani babu, the Minister of Supply to 
provide much rice at the cost of cash payment. Nilamani also ordered to the Supply Department for the same. When Nilamani came 
back to Bhubaneswar and met with C.M. Mahatab, he was asked by C.M., “who gave permission to supply foodtips by the 
helicopters?”Sj. BanamaliPattnaik was the President of Pradesh Congress Committee of Orissa in 1961. But Biju babu defeated 
Banamali babu with the help of Mr. Nilamani babu and occupied the said post. When Biju Pattnaik was the President of P.C.C. of 
Orissa, he also declared Nilamani as General Secretary to Pradesh Congress Committee. So Mahatab got angry with Nilamani babu 
for his support to Biju babu. A meeting was convened by Mahatab at his residence, EkamraNivas, Bhubaneswar. Nilamani babu was 
present in the meeting. Orissa Legislative Assembly was dissolved in February 1961. After the discussion of Biju babu with the Prime 
Minister Nehru, the election procedure was started. Biju babu proposed the name of Nilamani babu as the Secretary to Orissa Election 
Committee. The interim election was held. Dr. HarekrushnaMahatab resigned from Chief Ministership in 19614. 
 
 Nilamani babu contested from Basudevpur constituency from Congress Party. Basudevpur got a dignity as a special 
constituency for the first time. Chakradhar Behera was his contestant backed by Dr. Mahatab and Kamalakanta Kar also contested in 
that election. 
 
 Congress secured a vast majority with 82 seats out of 140 in that interim election of 1961 and Nilamani babu defeated his 
nearest rival Chakradhara babu, Biju Pattnaik was elected, as the leader of the Party after the declaration of result. Nilamani babu 
conveyed it to Governor. A new ministry was formed under the leadership of Biju Pattnaik where Nilamani babu was Minister of 
important portfolios like Home Affairs, Supply, Commerce and Labour. The Panchayat Samittee of Basudevpur Constituency of 
Nilamani babu was awarded I crore rupees in 1965 because of its best performance in developmental activities.It was decided to 
establish a cardboard industry from straws with that amount but was in vain due to conspiracy of Mahatab.In 1963, Nilamani babu, the 
Labour Minister accompanied with Abed Alli, another representative, started expedition to Geneva to join annual Conference of 
International Organization. He resided there for a month and delivered his eloquent speech as a leader of representative of our country. 
Nilamani babu invited the representatives of other countries for hospitability among all. After the I.L.O. Conference, he started his 
journey to Paris, in the month of June. London journey was next to it where he participated in House of Commons of England.In 
October 1963, Bijubabu resigned from Chief Ministership being attracted towards Kamraj Planning which was not preferred by 
Nilamani babu rather he criticized him on that regard. Biren Mitra, the Deputy Chief Minister, took oath as Chief Minister of Orissa 
from October 2nd, 19635. At the sad demise of Nehru in 26th May, 1964, Nilamani babu went to pay homage to Nehru with Governor 
Khosla by a special plane.In 1964, when Nilamani babu was Home Minister, an unexpected situation took place by students in the 
premises of Legislative Assembly for which Nilamani babu fixed responsibility on himself to some extent.In 1964, there was a severe 
students’ agitation where no student died. So Nilamani babu denied in Assembly for judicial investigation. But the students’ leaders 
assembled in front of his residence and finally the decision was taken to appoint a Judge of High Court on behalf of him to investigate 
the matter. 
 
 Due to internal unrest and conspiracy of Dr. Mahatab, Biren babu resigned from Chief Ministership on 20th Feb. 1965. 
BijaPattnaik was not in favour of Nilamani babu. There was a strong concept that, Nilamani babu must be the Chief Minister in such a 
situation. So Biju babu conveyed his message by phone that, ‘not rice mill, but MIG will be Chief Minister’, which indicated that, 
SadashibTripathy, the M.L.A. of Koraput, the MIG area, would be the Chief Minister, not Nilamani babu, the leader of Basudevpur, 
Balasore, the area of enormous rice mills. Ultimately, SadashibTripathy took oath as Chief Minister whereas Nilamani babu became 
Deputy Chief Minister in 1965.The famine broke out in 1966 in K.B.K. Districts and Nilamani babu as Supply Minister, directed to 
the administrative wings to provide relief to the victim area.6 

 

  In 1966, Jana Congress Party was formed7 by some dissident leaders like Pabitra Mohan Pradhan etc. under the 
leadership of Dr. Mahatab. Nilamani babu, in 1966 wrote to Chief Minister at the suggestion of Biju Pattnaik that, “we realized with 
sorrow that, were are no more faithful to you and it made us very much firm on this regard, from your complain to the President of 
Congress Party. You may administer according to your own wish or may resign from your Ministry but all of your files should go 
straightly to you and it should be intimated to Chief Secretray”. There was a good understanding between Chief Minister and Dr. 
Mahatab. It was really a crucial moment and the election procedure was initiated in such a moment. Orissa Congress also got ready for 
the election when Nilamani babu contested from Basudevpur constituency in Balasore district whereas Mahatab contested in 
Bhubaneswar constituency. But with an intention to defeat Nilamani babu in election, due to bitter relation, he contested with 
Nilamani babu from Basudevpur constituency also. Nilamani babu mentioned in “Smruti O’ Anubhuti” relating to election 
propaganda that, the rate of dried tobacco leaves was rupees nine per kg. whereas the rate of Rasagola (a kind of sweet) was six rupees 
per kg. The people were beyond the reach of tobacco leaves which made them disgusted. Mahatab propagated that, “the Supply 
Minister takes 1 Kg. rasagola as breakfast for which the rate of rasagola is decreased”.SoNilamani babu was defeated and Mahatab 
was elected in Basudevpur constituency in 1967 election from Jana Congress Party. A coalition Govt. was formed with Swatantra and 
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Jana Congress with 75 members under the Chief Ministership of Rajendra Narayan Singdeo. Nilamani babu became the President of 
Orissa Congress Party in 1967, when Congress was in a disastrous position. He was the last President of undivided Orissa Pradesh 
Congress Party.Dr. H.K. Mahatab, the builder of Modern Orissa passed away in January 1987 after leading an eventful life of 87 
years. Though defeated still Nilamani babu was always with the people of Basudevpur as a popular leader of that area. As per the 
statement of Dr. Mahatab to public of Basudevpur locality, “You are very much ungrateful because Nilamani babu performed many a 
social activity in Basudevpur for you, but you betrayed him by not electing him”. 
 
 In October 1969, a state level programme of “Orissa banchao” held in Bhubaneswar on behalf of Congress Party with 30,000 
participants under the Presidentship of Nilamani babu, where he played a prominent role.In 1970, when the syndicate of Mrs. Gandhi 
chalked out to punish Biju Pattnaik, in that, crucial juncture Utkal Congress was born. Due to dictatorship attitude of Prime Minister 
and failure of ruling Congress a historical step was taken for creation of such new party, i.e., Utkal Congress. Nilamani babu included 
with some other leaders were discarded from the Congress Party and joined in Utkal Congress. It is the point of noteworthy that, the 
Govt. of Swatantra Jana Congress in Orissa ended with great fiasco on 9th January 1971 due to internal unrest. 
 
 Orissa Legislative Assembly was dissolved on 23rd January 1971. The Election Commissioner declared the date of election 
for Lok Sabha and Orissa Legislature to be held on 5th March 1971. Nilamani babu as a candidate of Utkal Congress contested from 
Basudevpur constituency in that election where Chakradhar Behera was also a contestant at the instigation of Dr. Mahatab on behalf 
of ruling Congress. Rabi Ray also contested in that election as an independent candidate. Nilamani babu had to do nothing for 
propagation, but won the election with a large difference of votes lagging behind Chakradhara Behera. But no party could achieve 
majority in 1971 election.8 Utkal Congress secured 32 seats, Congress 51, Swatantra 36, Jhadkhand PSP, Communist Party secured 4 
seats each and others were Independent candidates.After declaration of the election Nilamani, as the President of Utkal Congress, 
declared that, Utkal Congress was ready to form the coalition Govt. with ruling Congress, what he reported to the journalists, but was 
vehemently discarded by the ruling Congress.After election, a meeting of Utkal Congress was held with sorrow and disappointment 
where Mr. Nilamani babu resigned from his Presidentship and Biju Pattnaik was elected as the same. Of course, the decision for 
coalition Govt. was taken in that meeting.Ultimately the coalition Govt. was formed in April 3rd, 1971 under the leadership of 
Biswanath Das. Nilamani babu occupied most important portfolios, i.e. Home Affairs. In such a situation, Orissa was hurt with 
frequent natural calamities. A meeting was arranged at Chandabali by Prime Minister to meet the flood victimized persons and 
Nilamani babu welcome Prime Minister there. Taking the simplicity of Hon’ble Chief Minister Biswanath Das, some political leaders 
created disturbances. In such circumstance, Utkal Congress amalgamated with Congress when Biju babu failed to exercise duties as 
Chief Minister. That proposal was conveyed by Nilamani babu to Chief Minister. As a result, the minister of Biswanath Das got 
dissolved. Though Biju babu was desirous for the post of C.M., his hopes and aspiration ended with great fiasco. Ultimately in 15th 
June 1972, Nandini Satpathy took oath as C.M. It was a crucial moment of Nilamani babu when Biju babu did not join as C.M. rather 
he had to join in Nandini Ministry, only for the treatment of his wife, a cancer patient, having the portfolios of supply and industry. As 
Industry Minister, Nilamani babu putforth the proposal of establishing a ship-building industry at Paradip, to the Union Govt.  
 
 Nilamani babu while Industry Minister, appointed Gangadhar Mohapatra as President of Khadi Board. But C.M. Nandini 
Devi was very much displeased with that, because of the fact that, she was interested in appointing there Brajamohan Mohanty. He 
was blind supporter of nationalization of kendu leaves. When C.M. wrote a threatening letter to the secretary of Public Undertaking 
Department, Nilamani babu countered by saying in cabinet meeting, ‘I am the Minister of that portfolio, let me be told what would be 
done’. Ultimately in 1973, the decision was taken for the nationalization of kendu leaves. 
 
 In 1972, Mahatab was debarred from Congress Party and Nilamani babu was shifted to Deputy C.M.  under Nandini 
Ministry. He intimated to the Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly to withdraw the support from Nandini Ministry included with 
some other members on 28th Sept. 1972. Even he resigned on that very day from the post of Deputy C.M. due to ill-treatment of 
Nandini Devi to Utkal Congress.Due to unruly decision of the Governor, the State emergency was proclaimed in Orissa for which 
Legislative Assembly was dissolved and the election was held in Feb. 1974. Nilamani babu contested from Simulia Constituency, but 
was defeated. In 1974, another new political party Lok Dal came into existence where Nilamani babu joined as President.9Jagabandhu 
Das, another young energetic, bold and dynamic figure, came into Basudevpur political horizon in 1974 who started his political life 
as an M.L.A. from Basudevpur constituency from Congress. He was the friend of poor, great son of the Basudevpur soil, an 
epochmaking figure with a frank and candid personality who dedicated his life for the service of the mass not only of Basudevpur, but 
throughout Orissa. He contested with Bhagaban Nayak, a leader of Congress (U) in the election 1974 and defeated him. During his 
period, he had performed many social activities for downtrodden. In 1972, the seats of Orissa Legislative Assembly were increased to 
147 from 140. The election of Indira Gandhi was declared illegal by the Allahabad High Court. As a result, national emergency was 
proclaimed, which was a stigma for all over India. As the President of Lok Dal, Nilamani babu reported to Newspaper, ‘The real 
image of Mrs. Indira Gandhi exposed’. 
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 He strongly condemned Indira Gandhi. Karpuri Thakur, the leader of Bihar, suggested Nilamani babu to blame Indira Gandhi 
Govt. through anti-social activities like destroying Mahanadi Bridge, both railways and roadways through dynamite. But Nilamani 
babu strongly discarded the suggestion. 
 
 Nilamani babu was elected to Rajya Sabha in 1976.10 In 1977, the President of India dissolved Lok Sabha and 6th General 
Election was held. Jayaprakash Narayan and Morarjee Desai formed Janata Party where Nilamani babu was a member. It won the 
election with absolute majority in 1977 and formed Ministry headed by Morarjee Desai as Prime Minister. The Union Minister 
decided to dissolve 9 State Legislative Assemblies including Orissa on 2nd May 1977. On 10th June of that year, Orissa faced election. 
Though Nilamani babu was the member of Rajya Sabha, still he contested from his old constituency, Basudevpur as a candidate of 
Janata Dal and also defeated his nearest rival jagabandhu Das. Janata Dal got absolute majority. But some members of Janata Das 
were reluctant to offer the post of C.M. to Nilamani babu as he was not arrested and imprisoned many times during freedom struggle. 
 
 Ultimately Nilamani babu took oath as C.M. which was a matter of pride, not for Basudevpur, but for Orissa also. Nilamani 
babu as C.M. distributed portfolios among the ministers and he himself was in charge of Political, Service, Planning and Co-
ordination Department. During his time in 1978, he formed Shreemandira Reformation Committees and in 1979, recommended 
healthy suggestion for administration and preservation of the temple of Lord Jagannath. He appointed Prahallad Mallik, as the Chief 
whip of the Party, but due to his high handedness, he was debarred by Nilamani babu and BedprakashAgrawalla, the M.L.A. of 
Kendrapada, was appointed at the said post with the consultation with the Governor.11 

 

 Nilamani had a glorious achievement with regards to the scheduled caste, tribes and other backward classes. He directed to 
District Magistrate and S.P. not to torture any backward class rather suggested to take quick and prompt action to protect the likely 
endanger of the interest of them. Prime Minister and Home Department were also initimated about the bold steps taken by Orissa 
Govt. to keep up the interest of the SC STs. He formed a committee under the Presidentship of Biswanath Pandit to analyse about 
those steps which was highly praised by Prime Minister Desai. 
 
 On 3rd January 1978, Nilamani babu made his journey to meet Jayaprakash Narayan. Orissa Govt. invited Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
as a guest of honour at the suggestion of Biju babu. But Indira Gandhi was attacked at different places on the way of journey which 
created a chance for opposite party to demand the resignation of Nilamani babu. 
 
 About no political instability, internal conflicts and common disturbances were there in the State Ministry during his Chief 
Ministership period – since one year progress and prosperity was felt in every sphere.On 20th April 1979, due to some dissatisfied 
leaders, vote of confidence was held under the direct guidance of Mr. Madhu Dandabate, the Railway Minister of the Centre, where 
Nilamani got a great victory, i.e. he could earn 94 votes out 119.12 

 

 As per the industrial policy of Union Govt., Orissa Govt. at the Chiefministership of Nilamani babu emphasized on it and 
gave priority to establish and enlarge the large scale, middle scale and small-scale industries with a view to provide more employment 
facilities for the public. 
 
 It was a significant achievement on his part to establish industries for the development of Orissa. Orissa Finance Corporation, 
among other eighteen state-level corporations, could be able to create many branches and also developed notably what Industrial 
Development Bank of India praised in its report. 
 
 Though it was decided previously to establish second iron and steel industry at Paradip in Orissa, till during Nilamani babu, it 
was possible to have a final consequence to establish at the skillful help of Biju Pattnaik, the Union Steel and Mines Minister.The 
Crossbar Telephone Factory at Bhubaneswar, during his period, was proposed to be established, but due to some technical difficulties 
it was established at Raibareli in U.P. 
 
 Orissa Govt. under the leadership of Nilamani babu had the keen interest for two years to establish an Aluminium factory in 
Koraput district. Even if, Nilamani babu and Harish Chandra Bakshipatra, the then Industrial Minister had conversation with the 
Union Govt. at Delhi on 11th February 1980. The Governor of Orissa stated in his speech in Assembly Session that, ‘I am extremely 
happy that, the relentless effort of the State Govt. in last two years for setting up an Aluminium complex in the state has borne fruits 
and the Govt. of India has announced the decision to set up Rs.1200 crores for Aluminium complex in Orissa with the cooperation of 
French Govt.13’ 
 
 Nilamani babu was very much anxious for the development of middle scale industries in Orissa; the beginning of Sponz and 
Iron industries at Joda, Keonjhar district. Orissa is a shining of it. The recognition and sanction of two Chargechrome industries were 
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achieved by Orissa Govt. at the incentives of Nilamani babu. Nilamani also convinced Biju babu to set up the Facor company and also 
directed the concerned department regarding the availability of land and electricity. 
 
 Nilamani babu went to Rengali Dam Project accompanied with Biju Pattnaik the Union Mines and Steel Minister to evaluate 
the progress of the project to solve the problems of homeless and the rehabilitation problem could be solved by Nilamani babu to a 
great extent.In 1979, the Janata Govt. was dissolved and Janata Dal was splitted into two, i.e. Janata and Janata (S). Mr. Charan Singh 
was the Prime Minister from Janata (S) and Biju Pattnaik also got a place in his Ministry as well as the President Janata Party (S). 
 
 In this connection Nilamani babu reported to newspaper that, “Janata Party, in Orissa, continues as before after the debacle of 
Janata Party at the National level faced under the leadership of Chandrasekhar. Orissa Janata Party through consensus to steer clear of 
the contending faction at the Central level and to maintain its integrity, purity as the Janata Party as it was convinced prior to the 
general election in the year 1979. It has no connection with the group headed by Chandrasekhar and the later has neither legal nor 
moral right to interfere in the affairs of the Orissa Janata Party or the Orissa Janata Legislative Party.” 
 
 A meeting was convened by Chandrasekhar in Orissa Janata Dal. 20 members were present there out of 117 and Prahallad 
Mallik was elected as President. But some members like Biswanath Pandit, BiswabhusanHarchandan, Ananta Narayan Singdeo, 
Bhagabat Behera, Nandini Satpathy were driven by Nilamani babu due to antiparty activities. 
 
 On 25th Oct. 1979, Nilamani babu expanded his ministry and in 1980, the election of Lok Sabha was declared. Due to debacle 
of Janata Dal, Nilamani babu propagated for election meeting with Charan Singh from Janata (S). But Indira Gandhi won the election 
and Biju babu was very much interested in the post of C.M., but could not. 
 
 When Nilamani babu was in bi-election campaign in Keonjhar for Gobinda Munda, he came to know at Karanjia Inspection 
Bangallow that, he was no more C.M. then, because the Union Govt. dissolved nine State Legislative Assemblies including Orissa. He 
suggested the police personnel not provide any security for him. Ultimately he joined in Congress, but felt very disgusted from some 
Congress workers which compelled him to return back to Janata Dal. In 1980, he was the health, and then Environment Minister under 
the Prime Ministership of Biswanath Pratap Singh14. 
 
 In 1980, the election was held in Orissa Assembly. But Nilamani babu did not contest due to his bitter experience. 
Jagabandhu Das, the young and energetic, bold and dynamic personality contested from Congress in Basudevpur Constituency. 
 
 He defeated his nearest rival BijayshreeRoutroy of Lok Dal. Jagabandhu babu, as a social worker was the President of 
Cooperative Banks of Orissa. During his period, he provided opportunity of jobs for many genius masses. When he was M.L.A., he 
was the President of many colleges and other educational institutions like SaraswataMahavidyalaya, Anatapur. He was destiny maker 
and heart and soul of that institution.During his tenure, he performed many social works for the people of Basudevpur, like Lift 
irrigation, repairing of roads, formation of ‘Sashubhuasuni’ bridge.The next election was held in 1985. Another new personality young 
genius came into force in Basudevpur politics. He is Madhusudan Panigrahi. He defeated his nearest rival BijayshreeRoutroy at 
margin 175 votes. He was from Congress Party. During his period, he performed a number of social activities for the downtrodden and 
mass of Basudevpur. Special credit goes towards him for the establishment of Kantiachara bridge at Jagannathpur on the river Gamei-
nali (a branch of Kanshabansa). 
 
 He provided lift irrigation facilities for the farmers. Repairing of roads, provision of drinking water by tube-wells, 
reformation of educational institutions were his main achievements during his period. From 1980 to 2004 Nilamani Babu did not 
contest any election15 but his son BijayshreeRoutroy rose his head in Orissan politics through many ups and down. He was the chief 
indicator for guiding his son to cross the political upheavals. With the death of NilamaniRoutroy in October 2004 Mother Orissa lost a 
freedom fighter, seasoned politician, balanced Chief Minister, a profound social worker, a distinguished parliamentarian and thus 
ended the era of NilamaniRoutroy. 
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